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		Preface by grandmaster Pepe Cuenca

		

		I can recall two nightmares that marked my adolescence: one chess-related, one non-chess-related. The non-chess-related one was that I dreamt I was choking on a piece of chewing gum. I woke up but still thought that the dream was real. I desperately hurled myself off the top bunk in which I slept and as I fell I managed to knee my little brother in the stomach. My brother brought me back to reality, not before calling me every name under the sun.

		The chess-related nightmare was called the London System. Between the ages of thirteen and twenty-three I must have played at least fifty games against the Serbian International Master Slobodan Kovacevic in tournaments in Andalucía. The much-loved ‘Kovy’, as we affectionately called him among my group of chess friends, was a specialist in this line, which caused me much suffering for many years over the board. And I say over the board because away from it, analysing with Kovacevic was a real pleasure, and I learned a huge amount from him.

		My desperation was so great that one of my best friends, International Master Marcos Camacho, even suggested playing 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 b6 3.♗f4 ♗a6!?, to drag London players out of their comfort zone at all cost. Rather desperate measures, as you can see!

		The book The Agile London System by FIDE master Oscar de Prado was a great success. I read it with great pleasure and learned about many variations of which I was unaware, or to which I had previously paid no attention. This new book aims to explore even more deeply the different strategic plans involved and bring the theoretical lines up to date. This updating of the London System is needed, since in recent years there have been many games with it among the world’s chess elite, including the World Champion Magnus Carlsen, who has employed it as one of his main weapons in several rapid and blitz world championship events.

		A mistake that London System players often make is to play it in 100% of their games with the white pieces, and without studying it very deeply. I think that with this book the reader will come to realise the richness of this opening and how necessary it is to know it well, both with white and with black. There are some variations which are more positional but also some very aggressive lines of a tactical nature, or involving an attack against the black king.

		

		All in all, I would say that the London System is a very interesting weapon and I think that this book of Oscar’s is a meticulous piece of work, in which you can learn all the intricacies hidden in this opening, which every day is being employed by ever more tournament players.

		

		A special game

		This is perhaps one of the games with the London System that has made the greatest impression on me in the last few years and which has given me the greatest enjoyment. I was also fortunate to be able to provide live commentary to this game, which was a very exciting experience. The game was played between two good friends of mine, two of the most outstanding young players in Spanish chess: Miguelito Santos and Jaime Santos. Fasten your seat belts and prepare to enjoy yourselves!

		

		Game 1 London System, main line

		

		Miguel Santos Ruiz 2581

		

		Jaime Santos Latasa 2575

		

		Iberoamericano Internet 2020 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 ♘c6 5.♘bd2 e6 6.c3 ♗d6

		This is the line I myself usually play against the London System, The middlegame battle, as nearly always in this system, revolves round the squares e4 and e5.

		7.♗g3

		7.♗xd6?! would mean losing the above-mentioned battle for the square e5.

		7…0-0

		7…♗xg3?! is risky for Black. After the opening of the h-file White has

		plenty of attacking possibilities against the black king.
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		8.♗d3

		The natural square for the bishop. It controls e4 and points at h7.

		8.♗b5!? is the other very interesting possibility, which the World Champion Magnus Carlsen himself has played with great success. His victory over Vishy Anand is very instructive: 8…a6 9.♗xc6 bxc6 10.♕a4 ♖b8 11.♕a3 ♗xg3 12.hxg3 cxd4 13.cxd4 a5 14.0-0 ♕b6 15.b3 ♗a6 16.♖fc1 ♘d7 17.♕d6 ♕a7 18.♖xc6 ♗b5 19.♖c7 ♖b7 20.♖ac1 a4 21.♖xb7 ♕xb7 22.♖c7 ♕b8 23.♖xd7 ♗xd7 24.♕xd7 1-0 Carlsen-Anand, Doha 2016.

		8…b6 9.♕e2!?

		A very venomous attacking line. White’s main idea is to break very quickly with e3-e4.

		9.♘e5 is the main line. White prepares the advance 9…♗b7 10.f4 and attack on the kingside. Here there is one of the most attractive positional manoeuvres that I learned when studying this line in depth: 10…♘e7 (Black threatens to play …♘e4 and subsequently …f7-f6 to expel the powerful knight from e5) 11.♕f3 (for the moment White prevents this) 11…♘f5 12.♗f2. After this move it would seem that Black has made a fool of himself, because g2-g4 is coming, but… 12…♗e7!! (making room for the knight on d6; later Black will occupy e4 with a complicated and very interesting position) 13.g4 ♘d6 14.g5 ♘fe4 15.0-0-0 c4 16.♗c2 b5 17.♕h3 b4 18.♘xe4 dxe4 19.♗e1 ♗d5 20.♖g1 b3 21.axb3 cxb3 22.♗b1 f5 23.gxf6 ♗xf6 24.♖g4 ♘f5 25.♔d2 ♕a5 26.♔e2 ♗xe5 27.dxe5 ♖ad8 28.♔f2 ♕a1 29.♗d2 ♗c4 30.♕h5 ♕xb2 31.♔e1 ♖xd2 0-1 Karjakin-Adams, Wijk aan Zee 2016.

		9.e4! is another very venomous move to which Black should respond with …♗e7. I can testify to the dangers of this variation. I faced it over the board in the Madrid League 2016/17 against the strong International Master Javier Moreno Ruiz. I was nailed to the board for 45 minutes thinking and I didn’t have a clue what to do. In fact I was clearly worse after capturing the pawn, which seems the most natural: 9…dxe4 (9…♗e7! is the correct response, but not at all easy to play over the board if you don’t know the position) 10.♘xe4 ♘xe4 11.♗xe4 ♗b7 12.dxc5 ♗xc5 13.♕a4 and, for example, after the ‘natural’ 13…♕c8? 14.♗xh7+!! and… hasta la vista, baby! 14…♔xh7 15.♕h4+ ♔g8 16.♘g5, with a decisive advantage.

		9…♗b7 10.e4 ♗e7!

		The typical response to e3-e4, to avoid the fork …e6-e5. If 10…dxe4 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♗xe4 (12.♕xe4 g6 13.0-0-0∞) 12…cxd4 13.♖d1, reaching very complex positions.

		11.e5 ♘h5
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		12.h4!N

		A novelty that contains a lot of venom, as we’ll see in the game. White is preparing a support point for the knight on g5.

		12.a3, introduced in Welling-Blomqvist, Fornebu 2106, is the main move in this position.

		12…♘xg3 13.fxg3 ♕b8!

		Better than 13…♕c7 because after 14.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 15.♘g5+ ♔h6 16.0-0 the black queen is unable to go to e8 to protect f7.
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		14.♗xh7+!

		White goes all-in with the bishop sacrifice on h7.

		14…♔xh7 15.♘g5+ ♔h6

		The only move. 15…♔g8 16.♕h5 ♗xg5 17.hxg5 f6 18.g6 and it’s all over; 15…♗xg5 16.hxg5+ ♔g8 17.♕h5 transposes.

		16.♕d3

		Threatening mate in one. If now 16.♕e3 cxd4 17.cxd4 ♗a6! 18.♘xe6+ and again we can appreciate the importance of the queen being on b8 rather than c7: 18…♔h7 19.♘xf8+ ♕xf8, with a clear advantage to Black. The bishop pair is clearly superior to the rook.

		16 ♘df3 is the recommendation of the engine (with equality), in a position that a human being needs weeks to understand!

		16…g6 17.h5!
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		17…♘xe5!!

		If 17…gxh5 then 18.♕h7+ ♔xg5 19.♕xh5 mate.

		18.hxg6+

		Not 18.dxe5? ♕xe5+ 19.♔f2 ♕xg5 and White’s attack is insufficient.

		18…♔g7

		If 18…♔xg5 then 19.♕e3+ ♔f6 20.♕f4+ ♔xg6 21.♕h6+ ♔f5 22.♖h5+ ♔g4 23.♖g5+ ♗xg5 24.♕h3 mate.

		19.♖h7+ ♔g8
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		20.♖h8+!

		And here, incredibly, Black has to play 20…♔g7 with a draw by repetition. Not even the engines, to start with, see the winning variation for White after the capture of the rook. Stockfish needs about ten seconds on my machine.

		20…♔xh8?

		If 20…♔g7 then 21.♖h7+ ♔g8 22.♖h8+ with a draw.

		21.g7+ ♔xg7 22.♕h7+ ♔f6

		The king goes for a stroll up the board.

		23.♕h6+ ♔f5
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		24.0-0-0?

		24.♔e2!! is the key move to win, since it threatens the deadly check on f1 and at the same time prevents the check on d3. If 24…♗a6+ then 25.c4! and there’s no way to prevent ♖f1+, winning.

		24…♘d3+ 25.♔c2 ♕xg3 26.♖f1+ ♘f4

		And Black has been given time to provide cover.

		27.♘h3
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		27…♕d3+?

		After 27…♗d6, White would have had nothing better than 28.♕h5+ ♔f6 29.♘xf4 ♗xf4 30.♕e5+ ♔e7 31.♖xf4, and Black’s advantage in material is too great.

		28.♔c1 ♕xf1+

		The only move.

		29.♘xf1 ♘xh3 30.♘g3+ ♔g4 31.♕xh3+ ♔f4 32.♘e2+ ♔g5 33.♕g3+ ♔h6 34.♕h3+ ♔g6 35.♘f4+ ♔g5 36.♕g3+?

		It was a draw after 36.♕e3!, for example 36…♔f5 37.♕e5+ ♔g4 38.♘h3 ♔h4! 39.♕e3!.

		36…♔f5
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		And Miguel lost on time in an inferior position, having run out of checks. When you face the London System you expect long positional games, but this opening contains some diabolical variations, such as the one shown in this game. I hope you liked it!

		

		GM José Cuenca Jimenez

		Granada, May 2021

		

	
		

		Introduction

		

		The London System, which also covers the so-called Pereyra Attack, the New York System and the modern Jobava Attack, is a universal opening system characterised by a set-up for White usually based on playing d2-d4, ♗f4, ♘f3, e2-e3, c2-c3 and h2-h3 and which can be played against almost any response by Black. It has a reputation for solidity and it relies more on schemes than long lines of theory. It’s more important to understand the ideas and plans of the system than to study a lot of theory, although at times it requires a degree of precision in the move-order.

		It has long been a popular opening with club players and amateurs but in recent years, following the publication of my previous book The Agile London System in 2016, added to the fact that the world elite, led by Magnus Carlsen, began to play this system on a regular basis, the popularity of the London has really taken off and it has featured in a great number of games. At the same time we have seen the appearance of a host of courses, books and videos on this opening, as well as a great deal of analysis devoted to it.

		In this book we are going to look at the London System from a more practical viewpoint, focusing on the needs of amateur players, in contrast to my previous book The Agile London System, which was a much more theoretical work and tried to cover all possible options. To be clear, the present book is neither a theoretical manual on the London System, nor simply an update to the previous book, although the latest novelties and the currently critical lines are analysed. This is essentially a new book, focusing on the specific themes that arise in this opening and with an explanation of the most important plans and ideas. The aim is to help the amateur player to understand the London System and play it correctly and easily.

		The London System is ideal for players who don’t have much time to study openings, or simply dislike, or are not very good at, studying long and difficult theoretical variations. We can play the same opening against many black responses and we can often play our ideal set-up without worrying too much about the move-order, or the opponent’s preparation. The worse that can happen is that Black equalises, but from that point on we can play the rest of the game from a solid position and with a knowledge of the plans.

		

		In the present book we are going to cover a variety of important strategic concepts, common situations, move-orders, typical plans and ideas, as well as typical tactics, combinations and endgames, all in a clear and simple way, so that anyone can learn and play this opening, no matter their playing level.

		

	
		

		LESSON 1

		

		General ideas and move-orders

		

		The London System is ideal for players who do not have much time to study openings, or who just like to play solidly, although in many lines it’s necessary to be precise with the move-order. In general, our play will be based more on common ideas and themes than on very specific or complicated variations; it’s very difficult to end up in a bad position with white, or to be surprised right in the opening.

		The aim is not to gain an advantage straight from the first moves of the opening but instead to play according to a quiet scheme and then continue according to how the opponent responds. In many variations the position opens up and White wins a lot of games with a strong attack on the enemy king; even though this is a solid system, it doesn’t mean that we give up all ideas of attacking or gaining the initiative. Sometimes the play is more positional but at other times an attack is appropriate.

		The advantage that the London System player has over his opponents is the greater experience he will have in the majority of positions, because very often our opponents don’t find the best plans, due to having less experience. In addition, the belief that this is a harmless or drawish opening system can lead opponents into taking it too lightly or neglecting to prepare against it. We can play the London System against practically all of our opponent’s responses, which is going to save us a lot of time and effort in preparing for games.

		The London System is characterised by quick development of the queen’s bishop to f4. After 1.d4 the next move is usually 2.♗f4, or 2.♘f3 followed by 3.♗f4, so that after a subsequent e2-e3 the bishop will be outside the pawn chain and play an active part in the game. This bishop will be one of the key pieces in many variations of the London System. After that White plays c2-c3, forming a triangle of centre pawns (c3/d4/e3), although in a few variations the c-pawn is advanced to c4. The move h2-h3 completes the set-up, providing a hiding place on h2 for the f4-bishop.

		The white king’s bishop will generally go to d3 (its best square) in games where Black doesn’t fianchetto on the kingside (…g7-g6). Sometimes it goes to b5, to put pressure on the c6-knight. However it will go to e2 when Black plays a defence based on …g7-g6, such as the King’s Indian or the Grünfeld.

		In most games White castles kingside. Sometimes White delays castling, in order to attack the black king by throwing forward the h- and g-pawns. In the usual lines of the London System, it’s almost never good for White to castle queenside.

		The queen’s knight usually goes to d2 when White has played c2-c3, or to c3 if White has played c2-c4.

		The white queen has various options. We usually try to bring it to the kingside, after playing ♘e5, via f3-h3, or perhaps directly to h5. On many occasions the queen will emerge on the queenside via b3 and at other times it will go to e2, to support the advance e3-e4.
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		This would be White’s usual development pattern in the London System in the majority of variations where Black doesn’t fianchetto on the kingside with …g7-g6; in that case the light-squared bishop would be on e2. As we can see, we have the bishop on f4, outside the pawn chain formed by the triangle c3/d4/e3. The move h2-h3 provides it with a hiding place on h2. Normally we would follow up with kingside castling and then, depending on Black’s set-up, we would decide where to develop our queen and what plan to follow.

		The move-order is also important. Even though sometimes it won’t matter which move we make first, we should be aware of some precise move-orders, in order to frustrate the opponent’s plans and try to gain the advantage.

		

		Move-order

		Let’s now consider the recommen­ded move-order against Black’s various replies. Let’s begin with the critical line which marks the main difference between playing 2.♗f4 or 2.♘f3.

		1.d4 d5

		Or 1 …♘f6. In both cases we play…

		2.♗f4

		This is the precise order that we recommend, developing the bishop to f4 instead of playing 2.♘f3. Bringing the bishop out first has several advantages, mainly in connection with Black’s ideas of playing …c7-c5 and …♕b6. In many variations that Black can choose it makes no difference, but in the lines where Black mounts quick pressure against b2 with the moves …c7-c5, …♘c6, …♕b6 it’s preferable to postpone ♘f3 in favour of developing the queenside.

		The key difference if we develop the king’s knight first can be seen in the following sequence: 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 ♘c6 5.c3. The most accurate continuation for White according to current theory would be 5.♘bd2 ♕b6 6.dxc5! ♕xb2 (or 6…♕xc5), which is admittedly a promising line for White, but not one we recommend in this book, since it steps outside the most usual schemes of the London System. It produces a very irregular pawn structure and leads to more complicated positions, where we would need to study more theory, and in this book we want to provide you with simple, precise variations and above all for you to learn the usual plans and ideas. 5…♕b6 6.♕b3 c4! 7.♕c2 The ending after 7.♕xb6 axb6 is good for Black, but now Black has a strong reply:
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		analysis diagram

		

		7…♗f5!

		This is the key move, gaining an important tempo for development and forcing White’s response.

		8.♕c1

		It’s not possible to capture with 8.♕xf5, since after 8…♕xb2 Black will win the rook on a1, with a winning advantage. But after 8.♕c1 Black has equalised with no problems. Although a few strong players, such as Kamsky, have played this with white we don’t recommend it. White has no advantage and furthermore Black’s game is more comfortable.

		

		So let’s go back to the main variation after 2.♗f4, when Black plays…

		2…♘f6.

		After the moves 2…e6 or 2…c5 we would also play 3.e3.

		3.e3 c5

		Another advantage of moving the bishop first and postponing the development of the knight is that we prevent lines such as 3…♘h5, which here loses the knight after 4.♕xh5, and we also avoid a pin with 3…♗g4, which could now be answered with 4.♕d3, 4.f3 or 4.♗e2.

		4.c3

		This move bolsters the centre by supporting the d4-pawn; it’s our most common response when Black plays …c7-c5. It also allows the white queen to go to b3, if White needs to defend b2. The moves 4.♘c3 and 4.dxc5 are also interesting, although they lie outside our usual scheme.

		4…♘c6 5.♘d2

		This move releases the a1-rook from its imprisonment.

		5…♕b6

		Attacking the b2-point. Other moves, such as 5…e6 or 5…♗f5, are less sharp and lead to normal London System positions.

		6.♕b3

		White defends the b2-pawn and offers the exchange of queens, since the ending would be favourable to White.

		6…c4

		This move attacks the white queen, which must now take a decision; instead, 6…♕xb3 7.axb3 favours White.
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		7.♕c2!

		Now this move is the correct one and it allows White to fight for the advantage, since here the bishop sortie 7…♗f5? fails to 8.♕xf5 ♕xb2 9.♕b1, with a decisive advantage to White.

		Here Black usually plays 7…g6, although after 8.e4 White maintains an initiative.

		

		Now we shall look at the move- order which is considered to be the main line of the London System, arising after…

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6
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		4.♘f3

		This is the main and most important move.

		The development of the knight can be further delayed with 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♗d3 ♗d6 and here there is an independent line, which is a type of Stonewall Attack with White’s bad bishop exchanged – which we shall look at further on – arising after 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4.

		This is better than 4.♗d3, which as well as depriving White of the option of ♗b5, which is good in some lines, allows 4…c5 5.c3 ♕b6; this move disturbs White’s natural development, since none of 6.♕b3, 6.b3, 6.♕c1 or 6.♕c2 promise much.

		4…c5

		Black’s move-order can vary; it’s possible to play 4…♗d6 here, seeking to exchange the f4-bishop, to which the usual answer is 5.♗g3.

		Also playable is 4…♗e7, which I consider less testing for White; when Black makes this move, covering the g5-square, he is usually threatening to exchange the f4-bishop with …♘h5 and although we can sometimes allow the exchange on f4, White’s strongest move is 5.♘e5. We make this move when Black has played …♗e7, but not after …♗d6. If you don’t like it though, you can always play the normal 5.h3.

		5.c3

		A move that bolsters the centre and allows the queen to come out to b3 if necessary.

		5…♘c6 6.♘bd2 ♗d6

		The best and most usual line for Black is this one, seeking to exchange the f4-bishop and hoping to be able to play a later …e6-e5, freeing his position. White, for his part, should either prevent this exchange or else allow it only if he gains some advantage in return.

		The alternative would again be to play 6…♗e7, with the idea of hunting the London bishop with …♘h5; then we can either play 7.♘e5, which would be the start of the variation known as the Pereyra Attack, or the quieter move 7.h3.
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		7.♗g3

		This retreat, as we said, is good and is the usual move, although there are other options, such as allowing the exchange on f4. We’re going to recommend this as our main line. White’s idea is that if Black exchanges the bishops it will open the h-file for us, making kingside castling more dangerous for Black; in that case we would normally try to castle queenside (as should Black). White’s idea would be to place a knight on e5 and advance the pawns with f2-f4, g2-g4 etc.

		7…0-0

		The alternative is to exchange on g3, although this is not played much, since it leaves White with the more comfortable position and Black with few chances of counterplay. After 7…♗xg3 8.hxg3 ♕d6 Black is threatening to free himself with …e6-e5, so now White should respond with 9.♗b5!. This pin is essential in order to fight for the advantage; White is prepared to give up his bishop for the knight in order to be able to install a strong white knight on e5.

		8.♗d3

		This is the main and best move when Black plays …d7-d5 and …e7-e6. The d3-square is usually the best for this bishop, commanding the diagonal b1-h7 and aiming towards the black king and the h7-pawn. White has also tried 8.♗b5 here, but it has been shown that Black has no problems after 8…♘e7 or 8…♗e7; White normally ends up retreating the bishop with 9.♗d3.
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		Black has several plans, the most common at the moment being 8…b6, although 8…♕e7 and 8…♖e8 are also played.

		

		Now let’s consider the main move- order against the lines where Black plays …g7-g6, the usual choice of King’s Indian or Grünfeld players.

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6
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		3.e3

		Here there’s a very fashionable alternative in 3.♘c3, which can even be played on move 2. White threatens to advance with e2-e4 and now, in order to avoid lines of the Pirc Defence, Black usually plays 3…d5. Instead, after 3…d6 or 3…♗g7 White could play 4.e4, which most King’s Indian or Grünfeld players don’t like to face. After 4.e3 ♗g7 White has a choice between the aggressive 5.h4, which is the most popular, and the quieter moves 5.♘b5 and 5.♗e2.

		3…♗g7 4.♘f3

		Even here White can still play 4.♘c3, but this time Black has no need to respond with …d7-d5, now that White has already played e2-e3 (as playing e3-e4 would now lose a tempo). Instead Black can develop normally with 4…0-0 and follow up with …d7-d6.

		4…0-0 5.♗e2

		In the variations where Black plays …g7-g6, White nearly always develops his light-squared bishop on e2. On d3 it would be more exposed to a possible …d7-d6/…e7-e5 break, which might threaten a further advance to e4, forking the bishop and the f3-knight. Furthermore the diagonal b1-h7 is blocked, reducing the scope of the bishop on d3. From e2 the bishop can support a possible h4-h5 break. In some variations the bishop moves to f3. A playable alternative is 5.h3.
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		5…d6

		We shall cover the Grünfeld set-up with 5…d5 further on.

		6.h3

		This move is designed to provide a refuge on h2 for the London bishop, anticipating a possible attack by Black’s knight from h5, although it’s also possible to play 6.0-0. In that case 6…♘h5 can be met with a thematic manoeuvre to prevent or hinder the exchange of the bishop with 7.♗g5 h6 8.♗h4 g5 and now 9.♘fd2!, which is the key move, attacking the black knight. Now if 9…♘f6 then 10.♗g3 preserves the bishop, so Black usually plays 9…♘f4 or 9…gxh4, leading to complex positions with an unbalanced pawn structure.

		6…c5

		Black has various options here, but 6…c5 is the most popular move. After 6…♘c6, 6…♘bd7 or 6…♘fd7 the best option is 7.0-0.

		7.c3 b6 8.0-0 ♗b7 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7
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		This is one of the main positions of the London System vs the King’s Indian Defence.

		Here White has several options to choose from and sometimes the move-order is relatively unimpor­tant, since they all generally lead to the same plan.

		The most frequently played move is 10.a4, gaining space on the queen­side, but White can also preface this with 10.♗h2 or 10.♖e1, which usually form part of White’s plan in any case.

		

		Now let’s see how White tackles a Grünfeld set-up by Black:

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.e3 ♗g7 4.♘f3 0-0 5.♗e2 d5
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		With this move Black opts for the typical Grünfeld set-up. Now the pawn break …e7-e5 is harder for Black to achieve, and less unpleasant for White to face. In return Black increases his control of the centre, especially the e4-square.

		6.0-0

		Here White can play 6.♘c3, trans­posing to the so-called Barry Attack. Alternatively he can transpose to the main line with 6.h3 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.♘bd2 ♕b6 9.♕b3.

		6…c5 7.c3 ♘c6

		The alternative is to play an im­me­diate 7…b6 8.♘bd2 (or 8.h3) 8…♗b7 9.h3 (9.a4 and 9.b4 are also good).

		8.h3

		This is the best move and is neces­sary now to enable the retreat of the bishop from f4 to h2, since after 8.♘bd2 ♘h5 the typical manoeuvre to preserve the bishop doesn’t work very well, e.g. 9.♗g5 h6 10.♗h4 g5 11.♘e1 cxd4! 12.cxd4 (if 12.exd4 ♘f4) 12…♘f4 13.♗g3 (13.exf4 gxh4) 13…♘xe2+ 14.♕xe2, and Black achieves a good position.
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		8…♕b6

		Here 8…♘d7 is also played, after which 9.♘bd2 e5 10.♘xe5 ♘dxe5 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘f3 is a bit better for White. Black can equally well opt for the set-up with 8…b6.

		9.♕b3 c4
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		10.♕a3!

		Here this is the best move, profiting from the fact that the black bishop is on g7, so the diagonal a3-f8 is available. From a3 the queen sup­ports the break b2-b3, which will give White the advantage. The exchange of queens with 10.♕xb6 gives White no advantage; neither does the retreat 10.♕c2 ♗f5 promise White much.

		

		Now let’s consider White’s move- order against the Queen’s Indian Defence, arising after:

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 b6
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		Black opts for a typical Queen’s Indian Defence set-up.

		4.♘f3 ♗b7 5.♗d3

		Another frequently played option is 5.♘bd2 ♗e7 6.h3; however, if we play the immediate 5.h3, before Black has moved his bishop to e7, Black can choose 5…♗d6 instead, which equalises.

		5…♗e7
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		6.h3!

		Once Black has played …♗e7 he is threatening to harass our bishop with …♘h5; that’s why the move h2-h3 is necessary, to hide the bishop on h2. Consequently 6.0-0 ♘h5 would equalise for Black.

		6…0-0 7.0-0 c5 8.c3 d6 9.♘bd2
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		9…♘bd7

		I believe it’s slightly better for Black to develop this knight to d7 rather than c6, since on d7 it doesn’t inter­rupt the action of the b7-bishop. If 9…♘c6, 10.♕e2 is the best move, defending the bishop on d3.

		10.♕e2

		This is the main set-up for White against the Queen’s Indian. White has several plans, such as e3-e4, ♗h2, ♖e1 or a2-a4.

		

		Now let’s look at how we play against the Dutch Defence after:

		1.d4 f5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3.
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		Now Black must decide which type of Dutch Defence he wants to play:

		- Leningrad, with …g7-g6

		- Classical with …e7-e6 and …d7-d6

		- a set-up with …b7-b6

		- a Stonewall with …e7-e6 and …d7-d5.

		3…e6

		The Leningrad set-up is considered somewhat inferior in this move- order, due to 3…g6 4.h4!. White can also play more conventionally with 4.♘f3 ♗g7, and now an interesting idea is 5.♗c4!?, hindering Black’s castling. White has also played 5.c4 or 5.h3. Black should answer 4.h4 with 4…h6, since after 4…♗g7?! 5.h5! White gains a clear advantage, which can quickly become decisive, for instance after the dubious 5…♘xh5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This is refuted with 6.♖xh5! gxh5 7.♕xh5+, which gives White a winning advantage.

		The same results after 5…0-0? 6.hxg6 hxg6 7.♕f3, among other things.

		Relatively best is probably 5…d6, but after 6.h6 White remains with a clear advantage.

		After 4…h6 White continues with 5.♘c3 d6 (if 5…♗g7 White has the advantage after 6.♕f3 0-0 7.♕g3 or 6…d6 7.♕g3 ♔f7) 6.♕f3. This is the idea of White’s aggressive set-up: we prepare queenside castling and put pressure on Black’s kingside at the same time. After 6…♘c6 7.0-0-0 e6 8.e4 White has the advantage.

		Another move-order to try to play the Leningrad is to start with 3…d6. Nevertheless, after 4.♘c3 (White can also continue in normal fashion with 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4 e6 6.h3 ♗g7 7.0-0) 4…g6 5.h4 h6, we transpose to the previous line.

		4.♘f3 d6

		This introduces the Classical System. With 4…d5 5.c4 c6 Black sets up the Stonewall formation.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Against this variation there’s a plan which is very good for White, namely 6.♘c3 ♗e7 7.♗d3 0-0 8.♕c2 ♘e4 9.g4!, with advantage to White. Now 9…fxg4 is not good, due to 10.♘e5, with a strong initiative, so Black usually plays 9…♘a6 or 9…♕a5, although White retains the advantage.

		Another option is to play 4…b6.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Here there are several options, for instance 5.♗e2 ♗b7 6.0-0 ♗e7 7.c4 0-0 8.♘fd2, or 5.♗d3 ♗b7 6.c4, with a slight advantage to White.

		5.c4 ♗e7 6.♘c3 0-0 and now White can choose between 7.♗e2, 7.♗d3 or 7.h3.

		

		Now let’s look at how we can play against Slav Defence set-ups, which arise after:

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6

		Another option is to play an imme­diate 2…♗f5, to which we respond with 3.c4.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This can be played right away. Instead, after 3.e3 e6 4.c4 Black has the option of playing 4…♗xb1 5.♕a4+ (worse are 5.♕xb1 ♗b4+ 6.♔d1 and 5.♖xb1 ♗b4+ 6.♔e2) 5…♘c6 (if 5…♕d7 6.♕xd7+ ♘xd7 7.♖xb1 ♗b4+ 8.♔d1 and White is better) 6.♖xb1 ♗b4+ 7.♔d1, with an unclear position.

		3…e6 (alternatives include 3…dxc4 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.e3 (5.f3!?) 5…e6 6.♗xc4 with advantage to White, and 3…c6 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.e3 e6 6.♕b3, trans­posing) 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.e3 c6 6.♕b3, which transposes to the main line.

		Black can also play 2…c6 3.e3 ♕b6 and now both 4.♕c1 and 4.b3 are good for White.

		3.e3 ♗f5 4.c4

		In general, against the Slav systems involving …♗f5, White should seek the advantage with the plan of c2-c4, ♘c3 and ♕b3, putting pressure on d5 and b7. The quiet line 4.♗d3 ♗xd3 5.♕xd3 c6 6.♘f3 e6 7.0-0 ♗d6 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.c4 leads to a simpler game.
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		4…c6

		Another move-order would be 4…e6 5.♘c3 (5.♘d2!? and 5.♕b3 are interesting) 5…c6. If 5…♗b4 then 6.♘f3.

		5.♘c3 e6 6.♕b3

		Now Black has several ways to protect his b7-pawn.

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		6…b6

		The exchange of queens after 6…♕b6 7.c5 ♕xb3 8.axb3 favours White, who now has the plan of b4-b5 available. After 8…♘bd7 9.b4 a6 10.b5 White has a clear advantage.

		Another option is to defend b7 with 6…♕c8 (if 6…♕d7 then 7.♘f3, although I don’t like the queen on either square, c8 or d7). Here 7.cxd5 exd5 has been played (7…cxd5 8.♘b5 is bad, while if 7…♘xd5 then 8.♗g3) 8.♖c1 and White is slightly better.

		7.♘f3 ♗d6 8.♘e5

		Occupying the e5-square with the knight is a good option. The alternative would be 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.cxd5 (9.♘h4!?) 9…exd5 10.♗e2 0-0 11.0-0 ♘bd7, which leads to a balanced game.
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		8…0-0 9.♗e2

		with a slight advantage to White.

		

		Let’s end this survey by considering appropriate move-orders against different replies for Black after:

		1.d4 ♘f6

		One possibility is to play 1…c5 right away.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Against this move we have two options: either to play 2.d5, reaching a Benoni structure, or to try to continue with the London set-up by playing 2.c3, which allows Black to transpose to the Exchange Variation of the Slav Defence with 2…cxd4 3.cxd4 d5, so we should be prepared to face this if we intend to play 2.c3.

		Another option would be 1…d5 2.♗f4 c5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		An aggressive and interesting idea here is the Morris Gambit, 3.e4!?.

		Also playable is 3.c3 ♘c6 (again 3…cxd4 4.cxd4 transposes to the Exchange Variation of the Slav) 4.e3 ♘f6 5.♘d2, which transposes to the main line.

		Another idea is to switch to the Jobava Attack with 3.♘c3.

		After 3.e3 Black could play 3…cxd4 4.exd4 ♘c6 5.c3, which transposes to the Exchange Variation against the Caro-Kann with ♗d3 and c2-c3 for White. In fact, Carlsen won a nice game using this scheme, against Wojtaszek, Tromsø Olympiad 2014, which can be found well analysed on page 218 of The Agile London System.

		2.♗f4 c5 3.e3

		Again there is the option of 3.d5, switching to the Benoni structure, as well as the interesting move 3.dxc5, which also has been played quite a lot.

		3…♕b6
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		Attacking the pawn on b2; now White must make a decision.

		4.♘a3!

		White speeds up his development and doesn’t bother to defend the pawn. This move is a little more precise than 4.♘c3, since then after 4…a6 White is unable to bring the knight to c4, which is possible after 4.♘a3.

		4…♕xb2

		The critical line; now if 4…a6 5.♘c4, or 4…d5 5.♘b5 ♘a6 6.c3, with advantage to White.

		5.♘b5 ♘d5

		The only defence; 5…♘a6 loses to 6.a3, blocking the queen’s escape.
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		6.a3!

		A strong move to play for a win. If White wants, he can already force a draw with 6.♖b1 ♕xa2 7.♖a1 ♕b2 8.♖b1.

		6…a6

		Another option is 6…♘c3 7.♘c7+ ♔d8 8.♕c1, although this is better for White.

		7.♖b1 ♕a2
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		8.♕c1

		Again playing to win; 8.♖a1 ♕b2 9.♖b1 ♕a2 leads only to a draw.

		8…axb5

		Black must give up his queen, although he gains considerable compensation in return. Nevertheless, White has some advantage after…

		9.♖a1 ♕xa1 10.♕xa1.
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		We shall look at this position in detail in Lesson 2.

		

	
		

		LESSON 2

		

		The attack on the b2-pawn

		

		In this chapter we’re going to look at the various positions in which Black attacks the b2-square, which is the weakest point in White’s position after the early bishop sortie to f4. Black can attack it in various set-ups, but the main threat arises after Black plays …♕b6, attacking the pawn on b2.

		We shall see the best plans and ideas for White and how to respond to the threat against the b2-pawn, whether to defend it or to sacrifice it. In the event of the latter, as a rule, in the majority of cases, if Black takes the pawn he nearly always gets into difficulties.

		Generally speaking, the idea of …♕b6 to attack the b2-pawn isn’t dangerous for White; often, when the queen can’t take the pawn, it ends up badly placed on b6 and has to retreat, losing a few tempi.

		Let’s begin with the most direct way for Black to attack the b2-pawn.

		

		Game 1 Benoni defence

		

		Luca Moroni 2530

		

		David Paravyan 2653

		

		Internet blitz 2020

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 c5
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		3.e3

		The main move in the London System. Against this move-order White has various other options, such as 3.d5. This advance leads to positions typical of the Benoni, or the Benko Gambit Declined, and of course this is a good option to bear in mind if you want to avoid the main line that we’re going to study. A lot of strong players have opted for this, including Carlsen, but since it’s a departure from the usual schemes of the London System we’re not going to study it in this book.

		The move 3.c3 is inferior, due to 3…♕b6 and now as the b5-square is not defended (as is the case after 3.e3), we can’t play 4.♘a3?, since Black can capture on b2 (4…♕xb2) with advantage, because the knight can’t jump to b5.

		The alternative 4.♕b3 ♕xb3 5.axb3 cxd4 is also unpromising for White; if White had played 3.e3, he could now recapture on d4 with a good position, but after 6.cxd4 the white structure is left damaged and the opening of the a-file is insufficient compensation. Black is already a bit better.

		So White needs to protect the pawn with 4.♕c1 or 4.♕c2, although neither of these is sufficient to gain any advantage. There is also a gambit option with 4.♘d2!? ♕xb2 5.e4, but it’s unclear whether White’s compensation will be sufficient.

		An interesting alternative to avoid everything that we are about to see, and which strong players have employed quite often, is 3.dxc5!?.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Now Black has several options:

		A) 3…♘c6 has been played, e.g. 4.♘c3 (4.♘f3!?) 4…e5 5.♗g5 ♗xc5 6.e3 ♗b4 (6…0-0!?) 7.♘ge2  Aronian-Kasparov, St Louis rapid 2017;

		B) Black can also go after the pawn directly with 3…♕a5+ 4.♕d2 (the alternative would be 4.♘c3) 4…♕xc5 (better than 4…♕xd2+ 5.♘xd2 ♘a6 6.♘b3 and White is slightly better) 5.♘c3 d6 6.e4 ♘bd7 7.♘f3 a6 8.♗e3 ♕a5. This position is similar to some Sicilians: White has a slight advantage, Repka-Fedorchuk, Cattolica 2019;

		C) 3…♘a6

		C1) Now the most popular continuation is 4.♕d4 ♕a5+ 5.c3 (or 5.♘c3 ♘xc5 6.♗d2 ♘e6 7.♕h4 (7.♕d3!? Bauer-Heimann, Switzerland tt 2017) 7…g5 8.♕g3 d5  Rapport-Giri, Wijk aan Zee 2014) 5…♕xc5 6.e3 e6 7.♘d2, with equal play in Aronian-Nepomniachtchi, St Louis blitz 2017;

		C2) 4.f3!? is an interesting move, played recently in the strong classical tournament in Prague.
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		analysis diagram

		

		4…e6 (if 4…♘xc5 5.e4 g6 6.♘c3 ♗g7 7.♕d2 0-0  Shimanov-Nepomniachtchi, Internet rapid 2020) 5.e4 ♗xc5 6.♘c3 d5 7.♕d2 0-0 8.0-0-0 ♗d7 (8…♘c7  Dhulipalla-Lalith, New Delhi 2018)
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		analysis diagram

		

		9.♗xa6!? (another interesting option was 9.e5 ♘e8 10.h4) 9…bxa6 10.e5 (if 10.exd5 ♘xd5 11.♘xd5 exd5 12.♕xd5 ♕a5 Black gains compensation for the sacrificed pawn; he has the bishop pair and open files against White’s castled position) 10…♘e8 11.♘xd5?! (the quiet 11.♗e3 was better, with unclear play) 11…exd5 12.♕xd5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This is White’s idea; now it appears that he will regain the material, due to the simultaneous attack on c5 and d7.

		12…♕b6?.

		An error. The move to call White’s sacrifice into question was 12…♕a5! 13.♕xa8 (if 13.♕xd7 ♖b8 with a clear advantage to Black) 13…♘d6! 14.♕d5 (if 14.♕xf8+ ♔xf8 15.exd6 ♕xa2, with a clear advantage to Black: the queen is superior to the two rooks, White is behind in development, and furthermore Black has a strong attack with the queen and the bishop pair, which will cost White material) 14…♗e6 15.♗d2 ♕b6 16.♕d3 ♖b8 17.b4 ♘c4, and Black has a strong attack and is clearly better.

		13.♕xd7 ♘c7 14.♘e2, with advantage to White, although Black managed to save the half-point in Shankland-Anton Guijarro, Prague 2020.

		3…♕b6
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		Here we have one of the positions where Black attacks the b2-pawn in the quickest possible way. Now White must decide whether to defend it or sacrifice it.

		4.♘c3

		White speeds up his development and doesn’t bother to defend the pawn. But it’s more precise to play 4.♘a3!, since if Black plays …a7-a6 the white knight can then go to c4.
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		analysis diagram

		

		In addition to 4…♕xb2 5.♘b5, which transposes to the main game, Black has several options:

		A) If 4…a6 5.♘c4! ♕a7 (the only safe retreat square – other moves all lose: 5…♕c6 6.d5 ♘xd5 (6…♕xd5 7.♘b6) 7.♘e5 ♕c7 (7…♕d6 8.♘xf7) 8.♕xd5) 6.dxc5 ♕xc5 7.e4!, with advantage to White, as 7…♘xe4 loses to 8.♗e3! ♕c6 9.♘b6;

		B) Another option is 4…cxd4 5.exd4 ♘d5 (5…d6 6.♘c4 ♕d8 7.c3  Grachev-Roiz, Minsk blitz 2015) 6.♗c1 e6 7.♘c4 ♕c7 with a slight advantage for White, Tang-Oparin, Charlotte tt 2019;

		C) There’s also 4…d6 5.♘c4 ♕c7 6.c3 (an interesting alternative here is 6.a4) 6…g6 7.h3 ♗g7 8.♘f3 0-0 9.♗e2 with balanced play, Williamson-Freeman, cr 2017.

		4…♕xb2

		Of course, this capture isn’t obligatory.

		A) Black can play 4…cxd4 5.exd4 a6:

		A1) Here, 6.♗c4?! has been played, e.g. 6…e6?! (Giri doesn’t dare to take on b2, but the critical move would be 6…♕xb2! 7.♘ge2 ♕b4 8.♕d3 d5 9.♗b3 e6 and Black is better, as I fail to see any compensation for the pawn, Heinzel-Mirumian, Ostrava 2011) 7.♘ge2!? d5 (7…♕xb2? 8.♗b3  ) 8.♗b3 ♗d7, with a complex position, although Levon Aronian won two online blitzplay games against Anish Giri from this position (in 2018);

		A2) 6.a3 indirectly defends the b2-pawn, since now if 6…♕xb2 then 7.♘a4 wins the queen.

		After 6…d5
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		analysis diagram

		

		… we have a position in the style of the Jobava Attack. Here there are several options:

		A21) An interesting idea is 7.♘a4!? ♕d8 8.♘f3 ♗g4 9.h3 ♗xf3 10.♕xf3 e6 11.c3 ♗d6 12.♗xd6 ♕xd6 13.♘c5= Toro Solis de Ovando-Benz, cr 2018;

		A22) There is also 7.♗d3 ♗g4 8.♘ge2 (8.♕d2!?) 8…e6 9.f3 ♗h5= Gubajdullin-Khegay, Voronezh 2018;

		A23) Finally there is the normal 7.♘f3 ♗g4 8.♗e2 ♘c6 (8…e6 9.0-0.♗xf3 10.♗xf3 ♘c6= Rodriguez Amezqueta-Sarana, Spain tt 2019) 9.♘a4 ♕d8= Tran Minh Thang-Paravyan, St Petersburg 2018.

		B) 4…d5?! is dubious,
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		analysis diagram

		

		as after 5.♘b5 ♘a6 White can gain the advantage with either 6.c3 ♗d7 (6…c4 7.a4  ) 7.a4 c4 8.b3!  or 6.dxc5 ♕xc5 7.♘f3  , or 6.a4  ;

		C) Also possible is 4…e6 5.a3 cxd4 (if 5…♘c6? 6.♘f3?! (6.♘b5!  ) 6…a6 7.♗e2= Ponomariov-Svidler, Moscow blitz 2010, or 5…d5?! 6.♘b5 ♘a6  Nihal-Nepomniachtchi, St Petersburg blitz 2018) 6.exd4 d6 7.♘f3 with equality, Torre-Luther, Tekirdag 2016.

		5.♘b5 ♘d5

		The only defence; 5…♘a6 is bad due to 6.a3! ♘d5 7.♖b1 ♕a2.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Here White has several ways to win. The main idea is to trap the black queen, and the best way to do this is with 8.c4! (the idea 8.♖b3 also gives White a decisive advantage) 8…♘xf4 9.exf4 cxd4 10.♘f3 e6 (if 10…♘c5 11.♘fxd4 e6 12.♖c1 a6 13.♘c7+ ♔d8 14.♘xa8) 11.♕c1 d3 12.♗xd3 ♗e7 (if 12…♘c5 13.♗e2 ♘e4 14.♖a1 ♕b3 15.♘c7+ ♔d8 16.♘xa8 ♗c5 17.0-0) 13.0-0 0-0 14.♖d1 ♘c5 (14…b6 15.♖a1) 15.♖b2 and finally the black queen is lost.
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		6.a3!

		White is not content with forcing a draw with 6.♖b1 ♕xa2 7.♖a1 ♕b2, as has happened in many games. Of course, here Black accepts that White can draw if he wants, which means that normally players stronger than us will not choose this line, since they are risking a draw. Often it will be players at an equal or lower level who will play this line.

		6…a6

		This was thought to be the best defence.

		A) Thanks to the development of stronger engines, it has been discovered that Black can also play 6…♘c3!? 7.♘c7+ ♔d8 8.♕c1 ♕xc1+ 9.♖xc1, which was previously considered advantageous to White, but after the discovery of 9…e5!

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		analysis diagram

		

		things are not so clear and after 10.♗xe5 d6 11.♘xa8 dxe5 12.dxe5:

		A1) In the only game so far with this line Black played badly: after 12…b6? 13.♘e2! ♘xe2 14.♗xe2 ♗d7 15.♖d1 ♔c8 White had a clear advan­tage and went on to win in Abreu Jaen-Jaquez, Santo Domingo 2016;

		A2) Also interesting is 12…c4!? 13.♗xc4 ♗xa3 14.♖a1 (14.♘e2 ♗xc1 15.♘xc3 ♘c6 16.♔e2 ♘xe5 17.♖d1+ ♗d7 18.♗b3 ♗a3 19.♘b5 ♔e7 20.♘ac7=) 14…♗b2 15.♖xa7 ♘c6 16.♖a2! ♘xa2 17.♗xa2 ♗c3+ 18.♔e2 ♗a5, with equal play;

		A3) 12…♘c6! gives rise to a com­plex position: 13.♘e2 ♘xe2 14.♗xe2 ♗f5 15.g4 ♗d7 with equal chances.

		In general it appears that Black is holding after 9…e5!.

		B) 6…♘xf4? loses after 7.exf4
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		analysis diagram

		

		7..cxd4 (7…♘a6 8.♗c4 ♘b4 (8…d5 9.♖a2) 9.axb4 ♕xb4+ 10.c3 ♕xc4 11.♘c7+ ♔d8 12.♘xa8 ♕xc3+ 13.♔f1) 8.♗c4 (not 8.♘c7+? ♔d8 9.♘xa8 ♕c3+ 10.♔e2 b6 and Black wins; but another way to win is 8.♖b1 ♕a2 9.♘c7+ ♔d8 10.♘xa8 Breskanu-Sabirov, Bryansk 2019) 8…d3 (8…a6 9.♖a2) 9.cxd3 d5 (9…♕f6 10.♘c7+ ♔d8 11.♘xa8; 9…♘a6 10.d4 and the black queen is doomed) 10.♖b1 ♕f6 11.♘c7+ ♔d8 12.♘xd5 ♕g6 13.♘f3.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Here White doesn’t win the rook but even so, with the black king stuck in the centre, White has a winning advantage.

		7.♖b1 ♕a2 8.♕c1!

		Again, White is not satisfied with 8.♖a1 ♕b2 9.♖b1.

		8…axb5 9.♖a1
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		White has trapped the enemy queen, although Black gains consid­erable compensation. The positions that arise from here are difficult to evaluate and complicated to play; although White has some advantage, converting it isn’t easy. If this type of position is too complicated for you, there is always the option of taking the draw or opting earlier for 3.d5 or 3.dxc5.

		9…♕xa1 10.♕xa1
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		10…c4?!

		A rather dubious idea.

		A) Instead, 10…♘xf4?! isn’t good either, in view of 11.exf4 b4 12.a4 cxd4 (12…g5 13.dxc5 ♖g8 14.f5! ♗g7 15.♕a2 ♗c3+ 16.♔d1 ♘c6 17.♗c4 e6 18.♘e2  ) 13.♗b5 ♘c6 14.♘f3, with advantage to White;

		B) In the original line examined on page 139 of our previous book on the London System, Black chose 10…♘c6, which was based on two games played by a great theoretician of the London System, GM Eric Prié.

		11.♗xb5 (11.dxc5?! b4 12.a4 ♘c3 gives Black good play) 11…cxd4 (worse are 11…♘xd4 12.exd4 ♘xf4 13.dxc5 ♘xg2+ 14.♔f1 ♘h4 15.♘e2+– and 11…♘xf4 12.♗xc6 bxc6 13.exf4 cxd4 14.♕xd4  ) 12.♗xc6 dxc6!? (a new idea, although it’s slightly better to capture with 12…bxc6! 13.♕xd4 f6 14.c4 ♘xf4 15.exf4 and White stood better in the game Prié-Argandoña Riveiro, San Sebastian 2011, analysed in our previous book). After 13.♕xd4 f6 Black threatens …e7-e5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		14.c4! (the best move; if 14.♘f3!? ♖xa3? (it’s better to play 14…e5 15.♗xe5 fxe5 16.♕xe5+ ♗e7 17.e4 ♘f6 18.0-0∞) 15.0-0.e6 16.♘d2  Starke-Schuster, cr 2010) 14…♘xf4 (14…e5 15.♗xe5 fxe5 16.♕xe5+ ♘e7 17.♘f3 ♖xa3 18.0-0 leaves White with a clear advantage, thanks to his better development and the poor coordination between the black pieces) 15.exf4 ♖xa3 16.♘e2 (another option is 16.♘f3 e5 17.♕b2 exf4 (17…♗b4+ 18.♕xb4 ♖a1+ 19.♔d2 ♖xh1 20.fxe5  ) 18.0-0  ) 16…e5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Black must react quickly and nor­mally he lashes out with this. After 17.♕b2 exf4 18.♘xf4 ♗c5 19.0-0 0-0 White maintains the advantage, although it won’t be easy to realise it, Sesko-Sorensen, cr 2018;

		C) It has also been discovered that 10…e5!? is good and leads to equal play:
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		analysis diagram

		

		C1) 11.dxe5 c4 12.♕d4 ♘xf4 13.♕xf4 ♗xa3 14.♘f3 ♗b4+ 15.♔e2 0-0 (15…d5 16.exd6 0-0 17.g4 ♖a2 18.♘d4 ♘c6= Bachmann-Ozalp, cr 2017) 16.g4 ♖a2 17.♘d4 ♘c6 18.♔f3 ♘xd4+ 19.♕xd4 ♖xc2 20.♕b6= Gleichmann-Tinture, cr 2016;

		C2) Similar is 11.♗xe5 c4 12.♗xb8 (12.♕b2 ♖a5 13.♗xb8 ♗xa3 14.♕b1 ♘c3 15.♕a1 ♗b4 16.♕b2 ♘d5+ 17.♔e2= Starke-Laghetti, cr 2010) 12…♖xa3 13.♕b2 (13.♕b1!? ♗b4+ 14.c3 ♖xc3 15.♔d1 ♖xe3 16.♕f5 ♖e1+ 17.♔c2 ♖xf1 18.♕xd5 ♖xf2+ 19.♔d1 0-0, again with a balanced position in Sesko-Dard, cr 2016) 13…♗b4+ 14.♔e2 ♖a2 15.♕c1 ♗a3 16.♕d2 ♗b4 17.♕c1 ♗a3 ½-½ Guilliard-Schwerteck, Lauffen am Neckar 2011.

		11.♗xb8! ♖xb8 12.♕b2 ♘c7

		It’s important for Black to protect the b5-pawn, which furthermore protects the one on c4. It’s time now to make an evaluation of the position.
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		We can see that for the queen Black has rook, bishop and pawn, which gives him sufficient compensation; furthermore there are still a lot of pieces left on the board and the position is quite closed: both sides are lagging in development.

		White’s pawn on a3 is weak and is going to be lost after Black plays …♖a8 and …e7-e6, so White must act quickly: if White is able to take on b5 and c4 he will have the advantage; he also needs to open lines for the queen and bring his king to safety.

		13.a4?!

		It was better to play 13.d5! ♖a8 14.♘f3 ♘xd5 (if 14…e6 15.d6! ♗xd6 16.♕xg7+–) 15.♕xb5 e6 16.♗xc4 ♘f6 17.0-0  .

		13…d5 14.axb5 ♗d7 15.b6 ♘b5 16.♘f3?

		A bad move; it was better to play either 16.g4! e6 17.♗g2 ♗a3 18.♕b1  or 16.♘e2 e6 17.g3 ♗a3 18.♕b1 0-0  .

		16…f6?

		16…e6 was better, e.g. 17.c3 ♖a8 18.♗e2 ♖a3 19.0-0.♘xc3 and if anyone is better I think it’s Black.

		17.e4?!

		This move loses the advantage. Instead, 17.g3! was better, e.g. 17…e6 18.♗h3 (threatening 19.♗xe6) 18…♗a3 19.♕b1 ♔f7 20.0-0.♖a8 21.♘d2 ♘c3 22.♕e1 ♗b2 23.f4  .

		17…e6 18.♗e2?

		A further mistake, leaving White in a difficult position. It was essential to play 18.exd5 exd5 19.c3 ♖a8 20.♗e2 ♖a3 21.0-0.♘xc3 22.♘e1!, with an equal game.

		18…♗a3 19.♕b1

		Here 19.♕a1 was better, although Black already has a clear advantage after 19…♗b4+ 20.♘d2 0-0 21.♕c1.

		19…♘c3 20.♕a1 ♗b4
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		Black’s position is now winning.

		21.♔f1

		If 21.exd5 0-0! 22.dxe6 ♗xe6, or 21.♕b2 ♘a2+ 22.♔f1 ♖a8.

		21…♘xe4 22.g3 ♔e7

		It was slightly better to play 22…0-0 or 22…♗c3.

		23.♔g2 ♖a8 24.♕c1 ♗c3

		Stronger was 24…♖a2!.

		25.♕f4
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		25…g5!

		Black restricts the possible activity of the white queen.

		26.♕c7?

		White falls into the trap. He wants to free his position and gain some activity but, as we’ll see, this move loses the queen; it was necessary to retreat with 26.♕e3, although Black maintains a winning advantage after 26…♖a2 27.♗d1 h5.

		26…♖hc8 27.♕xb7 ♘d6

		Finally, the white queen is also lost and the game is over.

		28.♕xa8 ♖xa8 29.h4 g4 30.♘h2 h5 31.f3 f5 32.fxg4 fxg4 33.♖b1 ♖b8 34.♘f1 ♗xd4 0-1

		

		Game 2 Benoni defence

		

		Jiri Stocek 2560

		

		David Navara 2732

		

		Ostrava ch-CZE 2017 (4)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.♘f3

		The most common move here; you can also play 4.♘d2 ♕b6 5.♘c4!, or 4.c3 ♕b6 5.♘a3 or 5.♕b3, with advantage to White.

		4…♕b6

		Once again an early attack on the b2-point. It’s a similar idea to the previous game but one move later (with the inclusion of the moves ♘f3 and …e7-e6, which favours White).

		As a general rule, bringing the queen out early contravenes the principles of development. Such moves must be very well justified, since if in the end the b2-pawn can’t be taken, the queen often ends up badly placed on b6, where it will be attacked by enemy pieces and will have to lose tempi.
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		5.♘a3!

		Again White’s best course is to develop the knight, rather than protect the pawn. By now we already know that it’s best to do this via a3 – with the possibility of jumping to c4 – rather than via c3.

		5…cxd4

		The best defence.

		A) If 5…a6 6.♘c4 ♕d8 (or 6…♕a7 7.dxc5 ♗xc5 8.♘d6  ) 7.♘d6+ ♗xd6 8.♗xd6 cxd4 (8…♘e4 9.dxc5 ♘c6 10.c3+–) 9.♕xd4 ♘c6 10.♕f4  ;

		B) If 5…d5 6.♘b5! ♘a6 7.a4 gives White a clear advantage;

		C) Unlike in the previous game, here it’s bad to capture the pawn. After 5…♕xb2? 6.♘b5! White gains a decisive advantage.
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		analysis diagram

		

		6…♘d5 (the best defence; after 6…cxd4 7.a3 ♘d5 (7…dxe3 8.♗xe3) 8.♖b1 ♕a2 9.♘d2 ♘c3 (9…♘xf4 10.♗c4 ♕xb1 11.♕xb1) 10.♘xc3 dxc3 11.♘c4 b5 12.♖a1 ♕xa1 13.♕xa1 bxc4 14.♕xc3 White wins) and now:

		C1) 7.♗c4? is an error in view of 7…♕b4+! 8.♘d2 ♘xf4 9.♘c7+ ♔d8 10.♘xa8 ♘xg2+ 11.♔f1
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		analysis diagram

		

		and here Black played 11…♘h4, which gained a slight advantage in Batsiashvili-Tsatsalashvili, Telavi rapid 2018. Nevertheless, it was stronger to sacrifice with 11…♘xe3+! 12.fxe3 cxd4 13.exd4 b6, when despite being a rook down – temporarily, since the knight on a8 has no way out – Black has a big advantage: the white king is exposed and Black will be able to complete development and will have an advantage in material after capturing the knight. For example, 14.♖g1 ♕c3 15.♖b1 ♘c6 16.♖g3 (16.♘xb6 axb6 17.♖xb6 ♕xd4 18.♖b3 ♗c5) 16…♕xd4 17.♖d3 ♕h4, and Black has a decisive advantage;

		C2) 7.♖b1! (the right move) 7…♕xa2 8.♖a1 ♕b2 9.♗c4 ♘c3 10.♘c7+ ♔d8 11.♕c1+–.

		6.♘b5

		This is the best move, although 6.♘c4 has also been played, e.g. 6…♕b4+ (6…♕d8?! 7.♘xd4 a6 8.♘d6+ ♗xd6 9.♗xd6 ♘e4 10.♗a3, Sulava-Gonzales, Bratto 2017) 7.c3 dxc3 8.a3!? (8.bxc3 ♕xc3+ 9.♘fd2 ♘c6= Krainski-Gradowski, Poland tt-2 2015) 8…c2+ (better than 8…♕c5 9.♖c1?! (9.b4! ♕d5 10.♕c2!?∞) 9…♕d5= Savchenko-Ponkratov, Khanty-Mansiysk 2016, although 9…cxb2! was better, e.g. 10.♘d6+ ♗xd6 11.♖xc5 ♗xc5 and Black has the advantage in this position) 9.axb4 cxd1♕+ 10.♔xd1, with balanced play, Kozusek-Womacka, Prague rapid 2019.

		6…♘d5 7.♕xd4 ♕xd4

		Again best; 7…♕a5+? is bad due to 8.c3! (I’m surprised that such a great specialist in the London System as Kamsky played the inferior 8.♕d2?! ♕xd2+ 9.♘xd2?! (it’s better to take with the king, to keep the option of going to e5 with the knight: 9.♔xd2! ♘xf4 10.♘c7+ (10.exf4 ♘a6=) 10…♔d8 11.♘xa8 ♘g6 (11…♘d5 12.♘e5!  ) 12.h4  ) 9…♘xf4 10.exf4 (now 10.♘c7+ ♔d8 11.♘xa8 isn’t good due to 11…♘d5!  , since White doesn’t have the knight jump to e5 available) 10…♘a6 and Black equalised in Kamsky-Ponkratov, Sochi rapid 2016) 8…♘c6 (if 8…♘xf4 9.♕xf4 ♘a6 10.♕g3  ) 9.♘d6+! ♔e7 10.♕d2 ♘xf4 11.exf4 and White’s advantage is decisive, Budisavljevic-Lalic, Serbia tt 2019.

		8.♘fxd4 ♘xf4
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		9.♘c7+!

		The best move to fight for the advantage. Black can equalise after 9.exf4 ♗b4+, a new idea from Navara (instead of the previously known 9…♔d8=), who, despite defeat in the main game, was willing to repeat the variation: 10.c3 ♗a5 11.♘d6+ ♔e7 12.♘xc8+ ♖xc8= Houska-Navara, Gibraltar 2020.

		9…♔d8 10.♘xa8 ♘d5 11.♗e2?

		An error which hands Black the advantage; the best move is 11.♘b5!, although with good defence Black can equalise, e.g. after 11…♘c6 12.a3 b6 (or 12…♗e7 13.c4 ♘f6 14.f3 b6 15.♘xa7 ♘xa7 16.♘xb6 ♗b7 17.b4= Muljadi-Hechl, cr 2016) 13.c4 ♘f6 14.♘xa7 ♘xa7 15.♘xb6 ♗b7 16.b4 ♔c7 17.♘a4 ♗d6= Turaga-Somani, cr 2017.

		11…b6 12.♗f3
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		12…♗b4+?

		Black blunders. It’s rare for a player as strong as Navara to make such a mistake, which loses a decisive tempo: perhaps he forgot the theory or was unfamiliar with this position, in which there have been only a few games. In all of them Black played the right move 12…♗a6!, and now: in all the games known to us White played here 13.0-0-0, when after 13…♔c8 Black is better, as in Keskowski-Kloster, cr 2012. In fact, out of the five games in the database Black has won all five!

		13.c3!

		This gain of time proves decisive in enabling White to achieve the advantage.

		13…♗c5

		Perhaps Navara overlooked 13…♘xc3 14.a3!; this zwischenzug would win the game, since if 14.bxc3? ♗xc3+ 15.♔d1 ♗xa1, and Black wins.

		14.♘b5!

		This move threatens to liberate the a8-knight and also attacks the pawn on a7.

		14…♘c6 15.b4

		Once again White gains a tempo, by attacking the bishop.

		15…♗e7 16.♗xd5 exd5
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		17.♘xa7!

		The only move to gain the advan­tage, since 17.♘ac7 a6 18.♘xd5 axb5 19.♘xb6 ♗b7 gives no more than equality.

		17…♘xa7 18.♘xb6 ♗b7 19.0-0-0
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		Finally the position begins to clarify. Following the combination, the situation is that against Black’s two bishops White has a rook and two pawns (maybe soon three, as the one on d5 is weak) and furthermore two of his pawns are passed and connected on the queenside; this all adds up to a white advantage.

		19…♗h4?

		Another error, after which Black is lost. It was necessary to play 19…♘b5 20.♘xd5 (slightly better than 20.♔b2 d4 21.exd4 ♔c7 22.♖he1 ♗xb4 23.cxb4 ♔xb6  ) 20…♗xd5 21.♖xd5 ♘xc3 22.♖a5 ♔c7 23.a3 ♔b6 24.♔b2, with a clear advantage to White.

		20.g3?!

		Defending f2, but stronger was 20.♘xd5 ♗xf2 (20…♘c8 21.g3) 21.♖hf1! ♗xd5 22.♖xd5! (22.♖xf2? ♗e6=) 22…♗xe3+ 23.♔b2 and now Black is unable to protect f7 and d7, so he loses after 23…♖f8 (or 23…♘c8 24.♖xf7 ♘b6 25.♖d1 g6 26.♔b3) 24.♖fd1 ♘c6 25.♖xd7+ ♔c8 26.a4.

		20…♗f6 21.♘xd5 ♘b5 22.♔c2?!

		Here 22.♔b2 was slightly better, since it also defends the pawn on a2, not fearing 22…♗xd5 23.♖xd5 ♘xc3 24.♖f5 ♘e4+ 25.♔b3  .

		22…♘c7?

		The decisive mistake. White will now gain a winning advantage with a neat combination. Black needed to play 22…♘d4+ 23.exd4 ♗xd5 24.♖he1 ♗xa2 (now we can see why 22.♔b2 was better) 25.♖a1 ♗d5  . In this position White’s advantage is not as great as in the previous variation, since the bishop pair gives Black greater defensive chances.
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		23.♘xf6!

		With this move White simplifies the position and will emerge with a winning endgame.

		23…♗xh1

		23…gxf6 24.♖he1 is no better.

		24.♘xd7! ♗f3 25.♖d2 ♔c8 26.♘c5
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		White has four pawns for the bishop, but the fact that three of these are passed and connected on the queenside gives him a decisive advantage in the ending. Black will be unable to cope with the avalanche of white pawns.

		26…h5 27.c4 h4 28.a4 ♘e8 29.♖d4!?

		It was simpler and better to play either 29.a5! or 29.♖d7.

		29…g5

		Here 29…hxg3 30.hxg3 ♖h2 is an improvement, forcing White to retreat with 31.♖d2, but White still remains with a winning advantage.

		30.♘d3!?

		Perhaps this phase of the game was played in time trouble; again, it’s simpler in this type of position to keep advancing the passed pawns with 30.a5! or 30.b5!.

		30…hxg3 31.hxg3 ♖h2 32.a5 ♗e2 33.b5

		Good enough to win, although it loses a pawn.

		33…♗xd3+ 34.♔xd3

		34.♖xd3 ♖xf2+ 35.♔b3 was a bit better, advancing the king in support of the queenside pawns, although the text move also wins.

		34…♖xf2 35.a6 ♘c7 36.♖d6 ♘e6 37.♔c3 ♖a2 38.♔b4 ♖a1 39.e4 g4 40.e5 ♘g5
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		41.c5

		This move wins, as do many others, such as 41.♖f6, but the neatest was 41.♔c5! ♘e4+ 42.♔c6 ♘xd6 43.exd6 f5 44.c5 f4 45.d7+ ♔d8.
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		analysis diagram

		

		White’s connected passed pawns are worth more than the rook; now White wins with 46.♔b7 ♔xd7 (46…f3 47.c6 f2 48.c7+ ♔xd7 49.c8♕+) 47.c6+ ♔d6 48.c7 ♖c1 49.b6 fxg3 (49…♔d7 50.a7) 50.c8♕ ♖xc8 51.♔xc8 g2 52.b7 g1♕ 53.b8♕+ ♔e6 54.a7. White is able to evade the checks and queen the a-pawn in a few moves.

		41…♘e4 42.♖d4

		Again it was possible to play 42.c6! ♘xd6 43.exd6 and Black is unable to cope with the advancing white pawns.

		42…♖b1+ 43.♔a5 ♘c3
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		44.a7!

		The only move to win; there was still time to spoil the game with 44.b6?? ♖b5 mate!

		44…♖a1+

		If 44…♖xb5+ 45.♔a6, or 44…♔b7 45.♖d7+ ♔a8 46.b6.

		45.♔b4!

		Again it was essential to stay alert, since if 45.♔b6?? ♖xa7! and White can’t capture the rook, since he would lose after 46.♔xa7?? ♘xb5+; the position would be equal after 46.c6 ♖a4.

		45…♘e2

		45…♘xb5 46.♔xb5 ♖xa7 47.♖xg4 was losing for Black.

		46.♖e4 ♘c1 47.b6 ♔b7 48.♖d4

		Black’s pieces are a long way from his king and now with the support of the rook White queens.

		48…♘a2+ 49.♔b3 ♘c1+ 50.♔b2 ♖a5 51.♖d7+ 1-0

		Black’s position is hope­less after 51…♔c6 52.♖c7+ ♔d5 53.♔xc1.

		

		Game 3 Systems with …d7-d5 without …e7-e6

		

		Manuel Petrosyan 2565

		

		Sinha Alok 2187

		

		Sitges 2018 (1)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 ♕b6
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		Again we see an early attack by the black queen on the b2-point. And once again White must decide how to react to this threat.

		6.♕b3

		This time White defends his pawn. Thanks to the move 4.c3, this idea is now possible and best. It’s not good to sacrifice the b2-pawn here, since subsequently Black can also take on c3 and we don’t have the knight jump to b5 available.

		The square b3 is the best one for the queen, even though it allows the exchange of queens, since in that case the position is more comfortable to play with white.

		6…c4

		Quite a fashionable line; of course, there are alternatives:

		A) 6…g6!? Black wants to play …c5-c4 and answer the retreat ♕c2 with …♗f5, so it’s best now to play 7.♕xb6 axb6 8.♗c7 (other options are 8.h3 and 8.♗b5) 8…♘d7 9.♗b5 ♗g7
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		analysis diagram

		

		10.♘gf3 (this was White’s choice in all the available games, but here I’m going to recommend an interesting novelty, namely 10.♘e2!? 0-0 11.0-0  ) 10…0-0 11.0-0:

		A1) 11…♘d8!? 12.♘b3 ♘e6 13.♗xd7 ♗xd7 14.♗xb6 c4  Nemec-Gruhn, cr 2017;

		A2) 11…e6 12.a4  Kovalev-Kovalenko, Lisbon rapid 2017;

		A3) 11…♖e8 12.♖fe1  Ponomariov-Rublevsky, Warsaw blitz 2010;

		A4) 11…f6?! 12.♖fe1 (12.a4! and 12.♖fd1! are also good, and 12.e4!? has also been played, e.g. 12…dxe4 13.♘xe4 cxd4 14.cxd4 h6 15.♘c3  Langrock-Burnett, Teplice 2017) 12…e5 13.dxe5 ♘cxe5 (13…♘dxe5 14.♗xb6  ) 14.e4! ♘xf3+ 15.♘xf3 dxe4 16.♖xe4+– Huerga Leache-Rey Malde, Marbella 2019.

		B) 6…♕xb3 7.axb3 – the exchange of queens favours White, since it opens the a-file and White is able to gain space on the queenside by advancing his pawns.
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		analysis diagram

		

		7…cxd4 (7…e6 has also been played, e.g. 8.♘gf3 ♗d7 9.dxc5 ♗xc5 10.b4  Beil-Poloch, Czechoslovakia tt 1990/91) 8.exd4 ♗f5 (if 8…g6 9.♘gf3 ♗g7 10.b4 0-0 11.♗e2  ) 9.♘gf3 h6 10.b4 g5 11.♗g3 ♗g7  Thorfinnsson-Agrest, PRO League rapid 2017;

		C) Caruana played the dubious 6…♘h5?! 7.♕xb6 axb6 8.♗c7 cxd4 9.exd4 e5? (9…g6  ) 10.♗xe5 ♘xe5 11.dxe5 and found himself in a lost position in Aronian-Caruana, London 2018. Isn’t it strange that such a strong player should go so astray?;

		D) 6…♗f5 is not a very good move either.
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		analysis diagram

		

		7.dxc5! ♕xb3 (7…♕xc5? 8.♕xb7+–) 8.axb3 e5 9.♗g3 ♗xc5 10.♘gf3 (or 10.b4 ♗d6 11.♘gf3  ) 10…♘d7 (10…e4 11.♘d4 ♘xd4 12.exd4 ♗b6 13.♗e2 0-0  Matthiesen-Rasmussen, Aarhus 2017) 11.b4 ♗d6 12.♘d4 (12.♗e2 is also good: 12…0-0 13.0-0 f6 14.♘d4 (14.e4 ♗xe4 15.♘xe4 dxe4 16.♖fd1  Alekseev-Dilmukhametov, St Petersburg 2017) 14…♗g6 15.♘xc6 bxc6 16.♖a6  Ionov-Furhoff, Stockholm 2019/20) 12…♘xd4 13.exd4  Yuffa-Nazarova, Tallin blitz 2019.

		7.♕c2

		Thanks to having employed the correct move-order with 2.♗f4, instead of developing the knight from g1 to f3, White can safely retreat the queen to c2. The ending after 7.♕xb6 axb6 8.a3 b5 9.♖c1 or 9.♖d1 is considered equal or even somewhat better for Black. It can be a solid option for playing for a draw, but doesn’t aspire to gain the advantage.

		7…g6

		Again Black is threatening to play …♗f5. There are other options, and on pages 192-195 in our previous book on the London System we covered the usual idea for Black, i.e. 7…♗g4 8.b3 (also good is 8.h3 ♗h5 9.♘gf3 ♗g6 10.♕c1 e6 11.b3  ) 8…cxb3 9.axb3 ♖c8 (9…e6 10.b4  ) 10.♕b2 a5 11.♗d3 (11.h3  ) 11…e6 12.h3 ♗h5 13.♘gf3  Ragger-Kvisvik, Antalya tt 2017.

		Black has also tried to exchange the bishop on f4 with 7…♘h5!? 8.♗g5 h6 9.♗h4 g5
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		analysis diagram

		

		10.♗e2! (it’s important to remember this method of attacking the knight to prevent the exchange of the London bishop or, at least, not allow it without gaining something in return) 10…♘g7 (10…gxh4 11.♗xh5  ) 11.♗g3 ♗f5 (another option is 11…♘f5 12.e4 (12.♘gf3 ♗g7 13.e4 ♘xg3 14.hxg3 e6  Huerga Leache-Perez Fernandez, Getxo 2019) 12…♘xg3 13.hxg3 e6 14.♗h5  Gareyev-Petkov, Figueira da Foz 2015) 12.e4! (12.♕c1?! e6 13.♘gf3= Carlsen-So, Leuven blitz 2017) 12…♗g6 13.h4! (13.♘gf3  ) 13…gxh4 14.♖xh4  Sedlak-Todorovic, Serbia tt 2008.

		8.e4
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		The best move: it’s important to remember to prevent …♗f5 by Black. Now there are several options for Black.

		8…♘xe4

		The most frequent response.

		A) Another good option is the retreat 8…♕d8 (Black acknowledges his ‘mistake’ and moves his queen back to protect d5 and at the same time he leaves in the air the option of playing …b7-b5, to protect the c4-pawn). Here White has tried:

		A1) 9.h3!? ♗g7 10.e5 ♗f5 11.♕c1 ♘d7 12.♗e3=;

		A2) 9.e5!? ♗f5 10.♕d1 ♘d7 11.♗e3= Pähtz-Nomin Erdene, St Petersburg blitz 2018;

		A3) 9.exd5 ♘xd5 10.♗g3 b5= Khasangatin-Smirnov, Sochi 2018;

		A4) The best move is 9.♗e2!, e.g. 9…♗g7 10.♘gf3 (10.e5!? ♗f5 11.♕c1 ♘d7 12.♘f1!  ) 10…0-0 11.0-0 ♘xe4 12.♘xe4 ♗f5 13.♘fd2= Bao Qilin-Nomin Erdene, Graz 2018;

		A5) 9.♗g5 is the most frequent choice: 9…♗g7
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		analysis diagram

		

		and now in this position White played 10.♗xf6!? (a novelty from Edouard. Previously known was 10.exd5 ♕xd5 (10…♗f5 11.♕d1 ♘xd5 12.♗xc4  Starke-Mueller Alves, cr 2012) 11.♘gf3 (11.♗xf6 exf6 12.♘xc4 0-0 13.♘e3 ♖e8 14.♘e2 ♕d6 15.g3 ♗h6 16.♗g2 ♘e7 17.♕e4  Johansen-Tödter, cr 2018) 11…♗f5 12.♕d1 ♕e6+ 13.♕e2  A.Kovacevic-Nomin Erdene, Novi Sad 2019) 10…♗xf6 (10…exf6!? 11.exd5 ♕xd5 transposes to the Johansen game) 11.exd5 ♕xd5 12.♘xc4 e5!? 13.♘e3 ♕a5 14.d5?! (an error which allows Black to equalise; the critical move was 14.b4! ♕d8 15.dxe5 ♗xe5 (15…♘xe5 16.♖d1  ) 16.♘f3 ♗g7 17.♗c4  ) 14…♘d4!= Edouard-Feller, Chartres 2019.

		B) The capture 8…dxe4?! is inferior.
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		analysis diagram

		

		The reason is that it gives White the extra option of taking on c4 with the knight: 9.♘xc4! (9.♗xc4 ♘a5 10.♗e2 ♗f5 11.♗e3  Nieves Cabanes-Jimenez Ruano, Spain tt 2019) 9…♕d8 and here the following moves have been played:

		B1) 10.♘e5?! ♗g7 11.♗b5 ♗d7?! (11…♕b6!=) 12.♘xd7 ♕xd7 13.♘e2 0-0 14.0-0  Zavialov-Vasilev, Albena 2017;

		B2) 10.♘e2 ♗g7  Burcu-Akman, Veliko Gradiste 2017;

		B3) 10.0-0-0!? ♘d5 11.♗d2?! (the critical move is 11.♕xe4! ♗f5 12.♕f3 ♘xf4 13.♕xf4 h5, threatening 14…♗h6 and giving Black good compensation for the pawn) 11…♗f5?! (11…♗g7!) 12.♕b3 (12.♘e3!  ) 12…♖b8 13.♘e3= Soysal-Shetty, Al-Ain jr 2013;

		B4) A novelty that I recommend as an improvement for White to gain a clear advantage is 10.♖d1! ♗e6 (10…♗g7 11.d5 ♘xd5 12.♕xe4  ) 11.♘e3 ♘d5 (11…♗g7 12.d5+–) 12.♕xe4  .

		C) Also dubious is 8…♗g7?! 9.exd5 ♘xd5 10.♘xc4 ♕d8 11.♗g3!  Grachev-A.Moskalenko, Moscow blitz 2014 or 11.♗d2  Kamsky-Kulkarni, Bastia rapid 2017;

		D) And, finally, 8…♘a5!? has also been played.
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		analysis diagram

		

		A strange move; to protect c4 the knight goes to the edge of the board, where it’s likely to remain passive. In response I recommend another novelty: 9.♘gf3! (in the few games that are available, White played the weak 9.♗e5?! ♗e6=) 9…♗g7 (9…♘xe4 10.♘xe4 dxe4 11.♘e5  ) 10.e5 ♗f5 11.♕a4+ ♘d7 12.b3  .

		9.♘xe4 dxe4

		In previous games Black played the inferior 9…♗f5 10.f3 dxe4? (10…h5 is better, e.g. 11.♗xc4 dxc4 12.d5 ♘b8 13.♕e2 ♗xe4 14.fxe4  Sanchez Garcia-Adan Bermudez, Madrid 2008) 11.fxe4 e5?! (11…♗d7 12.♗xc4) 12.exf5 exf4 Prié-Labarthe, Gap 2008.
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		10.♗xc4!

		Considered best. Practice has also seen 10.d5 ♘a5! (10…♘b8 11.♗xc4  Repkova-Shamima, Batumi 2018) 11.♗e3 ♕c7 12.♕xe4 ♗g7= Khotenashvili-Cramling, Chengdu 2016.

		10…♗f5

		Black defends the pawn, but the immediate 10…♗g7 is better.
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		analysis diagram

		

		A) 11.♘e2 0-0 (practice has also seen 11…♗f5 12.♗e3  and 11…♘a5, when the best move is 12.♕a4+! ♗d7 (if 12…♔f8 13.♗d5  )
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		analysis diagram

		

		13.♗xf7+! ♔xf7 14.♕xd7 ♖hd8 15.♕a4 ♕xb2 16.♖d1  , but instead the game continued 12.♗d5 f5 13.b4 ♕b5 14.♗xe4 fxe4 15.bxa5 ♗e6  Gunnarsson-Galaktionov, Iceland tt 2019) when there is:

		A1) 12.♗e3 ♕c7 13.♗b3 (13.♕xe4 ♗f5= Michna-Gunina, Monaco blitz 2019; 13.0-0  ) 13…♗f5 14.h3 ♘a5 15.♗d5!? (15.0-0  ) 15…e5 16.0-0-0  Illingworth-Rakesh, Douglas 2016;

		A2) 12.♗d5 ♗f5 (an interesting tactical option is 12…♗xd4!? 13.cxd4 (if 13.0-0 ♗g7= or 13.♘xd4 ♘xd4 14.♕xe4 (14.cxd4 ♕a5+  ; 14.♕d2 ♘f5  ) 14…♕xb2  ) 13…♕a5+ 14.♘c3 ♘b4 15.♕xe4 ♗f5 16.♕f3 ♘c2+ 17.♔f1 ♘xa1 18.g4∞) 13.♗xe4 ♗xe4 14.♕xe4 ♕xb2 15.0-0= Mertanen-Satonen, Finland tt 2018/19;

		A3) 12.0-0 e5 13.dxe5 ♘xe5 14.♗d5 (14.♗xe5 ♗xe5 15.♕xe4 ♖e8= Geshko-Kirillov, Moscow 2019; 14.♗e3!?  ) 14…♗f5 15.♗xe4 (15.♗e3!  ) 15…♗xe4 16.♕xe4= Albrecht-Petersen, Berlin 2017.

		B) Here 11.♗e3 ♘a5 is also good (or 11…♕c7 12.♗b3; 12.♕xe4 ♗f5 13.♕f4 e5 14.dxe5 ♘xe5  Rombaldoni-Sbarra, Civitanova Marche 2013; 12.♘e2 0-0 13.0-0  ), when there is:

		B1) 12.♗e2!? ♕c6 13.♖d1 ♘c4 14.♗xc4 ♕xc4 15.b3 ♕c7 16.♘e2  ;

		B2) 12.♕a4+ ♗d7 (or 12…♔f8!? 13.♗d5 ♗f5 14.♘e2∞) 13.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 14.♕xd7 ♖hd8!=;

		B3) 12.d5 ♕c7 13.♗b5+ ♔f8 (13…♗d7!? is interesting: 14.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 15.♕xe4 ♕b5  Fels-Weber, cr 2010) 14.♘e2! (14.0-0-0?! ♘c4 15.♗xc4 ♕xc4  S.Kovacevic-Franco Ocampos, Calvia 2004) 14…a6 15.♗a4 ♘c4 16.0-0  Ajay-Franco Ocampos, Lorca 2018.
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		11.♕b3

		Evading the threat of …e4-e3. Another good move for White is 11.♗e3! (threatening d4-d5) 11…♕c7 12.♘e2 ♗g7 (12…0-0-0!? 13.♘g3 (13.♗b3  ) 13…e5 14.d5 ♘a5 15.♗b3  Buckels-Pajeken, Hoogeveen 2017) and now:

		A) 13.♘g3 0-0 14.0-0 (14.♘xf5!? gxf5  De Prado Rodriguez-Gonzalez, Silleda 2019) 14…♖ac8 15.♖ac1  ;

		B) Here 13.♗d5! is better:
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		analysis diagram

		

		13…0-0 (13…♘b4 14.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 15.♕b3+ ♗e6 16.♕xb4  ) 14.♗xe4 ♗xe4 15.♕xe4  .

		11…♕xb3 12.axb3!

		It’s good for White to capture with the pawn; it opens the a-file and it threatens to advance the pawns on the queenside with b4-b5.

		12…♗g7 13.♗e3

		The best move.

		Instead, 13.♗d5 has also been tried, e.g. 13…f6!? (13…e5!? 14.♗xc6+ bxc6 15.dxe5 0-0 16.b4  ; 13…0-0 14.b4  ) 14.h4  Hrabusa-Duben, Slovakia tt 2016/17. Another alternative is 14.b4!  .

		13…a6

		In the event of 13…0-0 14.♘e2 (better than 14.b4?! a6?! (14…♖fc8!  ) 15.♘e2 ♖ac8 16.♗a2  Sahil-Sarvesh Kumar, Abu Dabi 2018) 14…a6 15.0-0 (15.♘g3 e6 16.0-0  Manakova-Erben, Germany Bundesliga W 2010/11; 15.b4  or 15.h3!?  ) 15…♖fd8 16.b4  Ruiz Sanchez-Astasio Lopez, Linares 2013.

		14.♘e2

		Over the next few moves, starting now, White has the option of playing b3-b4!, with a clear advan­tage.

		14…♗d7!?

		If 14…0-0 15.b4  .

		15.♘f4!?

		A new move. An earlier game had continued 15.h4 e6 16.♘f4 ♘e7 17.b4 ♖c8 18.♗b3  Lysenko-Mokshanov, Samara 2017; but once again 15.b4!  was best.
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		15…e5!?

		Seeking some counterplay against the strong white centre.

		16.♘d5!

		The best move, and better than 16.dxe5 ♘xe5 17.♗d5 ♗c6, with only a small advantage to White.

		16…0-0?

		This leaves Black with a lost posi­tion. It was essential to play actively and sacrifice the exchange with 16…exd4! 17.♘c7+ ♔e7 18.♘xa8 dxe3 19.♘b6 exf2+ 20.♔xf2 ♘e5, when White maintains the advantage, but Black has fighting chances, with a pawn for the exchange: he can play …f7-f5 and has a strong central passed pawn on e4.

		17.♘b6

		It’s very instructive to see how White wins, continually creating threats with each of his moves, while Black has to defend with a series of ‘only moves’; at the moment Black has rook and bishop under attack.

		17…♖ad8 18.d5!
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		Attacking the knight and gaining a strong passed pawn.

		18…♘b8

		18…♘e7 also loses after 19.♗g5 ♖fe8 (19…f6? 20.d6+) 20.d6.

		19.♗c5! ♖fe8 20.♗d6!

		This move wins material due to the threat of 21.♗c7. Neither the b8-knight nor the d8-rook can move.

		20…♗f5 21.♗c7 ♗f6 22.d6!
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		White is in total control. There is no rush to win material. The pawn continues its advance and at the same time clears the d5-square for either the knight or the bishop. There is no way for Black to save the game.

		22…♘c6

		If 22…♘d7 23.♗xd8 ♖xd8 24.♘d5.

		23.♗d5 ♘b8 24.♗xb7

		And Black resigned, as he’s losing a lot of material.

		

		Game 4 King’s Indian defence

		

		Jaime Alexander Cuartas 2516

		

		Jordi Magem Badals 2522

		

		Barcelona tt 2019 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 g6 3.♗f4 ♗g7

		Another possible move-order would be 3…d6 4.h3 c5 5.e3 (5.dxc5!?) 5…♕b6.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Another early attack on the b2-pawn. How should White react in this case?

		A) 6.♘a3? would be bad, due to 6…♕xb2 7.♘b5 (7.♘c4 ♕c3+–+) 7…♕b4+ 8.c3 ♕a5  ;

		B) 6.♘bd2!. Here it’s best to sacrifice the b-pawn by developing the knight to d2, so that it can go to c4:

		B1) 6…♕xb2?! (once again the capture of the pawn is dubious) 7.dxc5! dxc5 (7…d5 8.♗e5 ♕a3 9.c4  is better) 8.♖b1 ♕c3 (the best defence; if 8…♕xa2 9.♘c4!.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This move seals the fate of the black queen, which now has no way out; after 9…♗f5 (if 9…♕a6 10.♘d6+, or 9…♕a4 10.♘d6+ exd6 11.♗b5+) 10.♖b2! ♕a4 11.♘d6+ exd6 12.♗b5+) 9.♗b5+ ♗d7 (if 9…♘bd7 10.0-0 a6 11.♗e5 ♕a5 12.♗xd7+ ♗xd7 13.♘c4 ♕d8 14.♖xb7). Now there are several moves which give White a decisive advantage; one is 10.♗e5 (10.♗c7!? or 10.0-0) 10…♕a5 11.♗c4!. Now the b7-pawn is attacked and there is also a threat of 12.♘g5:

		B11) 11…b5 12.♘g5 bxc4 13.♕f3 ♘c6 14.♗xf6 h6 (14…exf6 15.♕xf6) 15.♘ge4 exf6 16.♘xf6+ ♔e7 17.♘xd7 ♔xd7 18.♖b7+;

		B12) 11…♗e6 12.♗xe6 fxe6 13.♖xb7 ♘c6 14.0-0;

		B13) 11…♗c6 12.♗xb8! ♖xb8 and now White has a strong attack:
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		analysis diagram

		

		13.♘e5! ♗d5 14.♗xd5 ♘xd5 15.♕f3 f6 (15…♘f6 16.♕c6+ bxc6 17.♖xb8+ ♕d8 18.♖xd8+ ♔xd8 19.♘xf7+) 16.♕xd5 fxe5 17.♕xe5 ♖d8 18.0-0 ♖g8 19.♘e4, and White wins.

		B2) It’s better to play 6…cxd4 7.exd4 ♘d5 (7…♗g7  ; 7…♕xb2? 8.♘c4 ♕c3+ 9.♗d2+–) 8.♗h2 (8.♘c4  ) 8…♗h6!? (8…♗g7 9.♗c4  ) 9.♗c4 ♗e6 10.♗b3  Kamsky-Glek, Moscow 2017;

		B3) Or 6…♗g7 7.♘c4 ♕c7 8.c3 0-0 9.♗e2  Appel-Hracek, Germany Bundesliga 2007/08.

		4.e3 d6

		Another option is the immediate 4…c5!?, although this move isn’t usually played until after Black has castled or played …d7-d6.
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		analysis diagram

		

		5.c3! (this move is a good one, bolstering the centre and opening an outlet for the queen to b3 if necessary) 5…♕b6!? and once again we have an early attack on the b2-point.

		A) The main line is 6.♕b3 d6 (6…♕xb3 7.axb3 cxd4 8.exd4  ; 6…0-0= Dzagnidze-Abdumalik, Lausanne 2020) 7.♘bd2 0-0 (7…♗e6 8.♗c4 ♗xc4 9.♘xc4= Grachev-Nepomniachtchi, Moscow blitz 2015) 8.♗e2 ♗e6= Prié-I.Sokolov, St Quentin 2016;

		B) 6.♘a3! (again we play actively, sacrificing the pawn and creating the option of playing ♘c4) 6…♕xb2? (a mistake; there are other options, such as 6…cxd4 7.♘c4 ♕d8 8.exd4  , 6…d5 7.♘b5 ♘a6 8.a4  or 6…d6 7.♘c4 ♕c7 8.h3  )
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		analysis diagram

		

		7.♘c4! (better than 7.♘b5 ♘e4! (threatening mate on f2) 8.♗g3 ♘a6 9.♖b1 ♕xa2 10.♖a1 ♕b2 and there is nothing better than repeating moves, since if 10…♕d5?? 11.♖xa6) 7…♕xc3+ (7…♕b5? 8.♘d6+) 8.♘fd2:

		B1) 8…b5 9.♖c1 ♕b4 10.♖b1 bxc4 (10…♕c3 11.♖xb5+–; 10…♕a4 11.♕xa4 bxa4 12.♖xb8 ♖xb8 13.♗xb8+–) 11.♖xb4 cxb4 12.♗xc4 0-0 13.♕a4  ;

		B2) 8…♕b4 9.♖b1 ♕c3 10.♖b3+–;

		B3) 8…cxd4!? (the black queen has no way out without giving up material) 9.♖c1 d5 (if 9…♕b4 10.a3 ♕c5 11.♘e5+–; or 9…0-0 10.♖xc3 dxc3 11.♘b1+–) and now:
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		analysis diagram

		

		10.♘e5! is the key move, which gives White a winning advantage. The threat of mate by capturing the bishop on c8 prevents the queen from escaping. Instead, Black gains compensation after 10.♖xc3? dxc3 11.♘b1 dxc4 12.♗xc4  . 10…0-0 11.♖xc3 dxc3 12.♘b3 was De Prado Rodriguez-Leira, Galicia 2010.

		5.h3

		White creates a bolt-hole on h2 for the London bishop on f4, avoiding lines with …♘h5, attacking the bishop. If 5.♗e2 ♘h5 6.♗g5 h6 7.♗h4 g5 8.♘fd2 ♘f4 9.exf4 gxh4 10.c3 c5 (10…0-0=; 10…♘d7= Rivas Pastor-Romero Holmes, Leon 1995) 11.dxc5 dxc5 12.♘a3 0-0 13.0-0  Carlsen-Vachier-Lagrave, Paris rapid 2017.

		5…0-0 6.♗e2 c5 7.0-0!

		The best move; it’s important to remember to bring the king into safety. Black equalises easily against other moves, such as 7.♘bd2 cxd4 8.exd4 ♘c6 9.c3 ♖e8= Caruana-Vachier-Lagrave, St Louis blitz 2018, or 7.c3 ♕b6 8.♕b3 (8.♕c1 ♘c6 9.0-0 ♗f5  Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Svidler, Dubai rapid 2014) 8…♗e6 9.♕xb6 axb6 10.a3= Morozevich-Grischuk, Russia tt 2014.

		7…♕b6

		Yet again we see the black queen attacking the b2-point; of course, there are other typical King’s Indian moves available, e.g. 7…b6, 7…♘c6, 7…cxd4 or 7…♘bd7.
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		8.♘bd2!

		White develops the knight on d2 and wastes no time protecting the b2-pawn. From d2 the knight can jump to c4, with a gain of time by attacking the black queen, which shows another disadvantage of bringing the queen out early to b6.

		8…cxd4

		If 8…♗e6 9.♘g5 ♗f5 (or 9…♗d7 10.♘c4 ♕c7 11.a4  Macieja-McShane, Drammen 2005) 10.♘c4 (10.e4!  ) 10…♕c7 11.a4 cxd4 12.exd4 ♘d5 13.♗g3= Kovalenko-Kazhgaleyev, St Petersburg rapid 2018.

		Another option is 8…♗f5 9.♘c4 ♕c7 10.c3 ♘bd7 11.♗h2  Anton Guijarro-Chirila, Richardson 2013.

		It’s very dubious to capture on b2: 8…♕xb2?! 9.♘c4! ♕b5 (9…♕c3? 10.♖b1 ♗f5 11.♗d3 ♗xd3 12.cxd3 d5 13.♖b3+– Glienke-Ehrke, Germany Bundesliga B 1991/92; 9…♕b4 10.c3 ♕b5 11.♘xd6 ♕d7 12.♘xc8 ♕xc8 13.♕b3  Ehrke-Schmidt, Munich 1993) 10.♘xd6 ♕a5 (if 10…♕d7 11.♘xc8 ♕xc8 12.c4  ) 11.♘xc8 ♖xc8 12.c4  Scholle-Lahdenmäki, cr 2003.

		9.♘c4

		Gaining a tempo by attacking the queen. Another option is 9.exd4 ♗e6 (9…♘c6 10.♘c4 ♕c7 11.c3  ; 9…♘d5 10.♘c4 ♕c7  ) 10.♘c4 ♗xc4 11.♗xc4 ♘c6=.

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		9…♕c7 10.exd4 ♘d5

		Black takes the opportunity to centralise his knight with tempo, by attacking the bishop. This is the most popular move for Black; practice has also seen 10…b6 11.♘e3  Rahul-Amin, Sweden tt 2017/18, 10…♘c6 and 10…♗e6 11.♘e3  Phillips-Richards, Bristol 1999.

		11.♗h2

		White can also move the bishop to g3, especially since there is no black knight on f6 and therefore no threat of …♘h5, which would gain a tempo. Carlsen played this way against Vachier-Lagrave; after 11.♗g3 b5 (11…♗h6 12.♖e1  ) White can play Carlsen’s novelty 12.♘cd2 (previously played was 12.♘e3 ♘xe3 13.fxe3 a6  Ehrke-Döppner, Germany 1999/00) 12…a6 13.c3 (13.c4!? bxc4 14.♗xc4 ♘b6= Heinemann-Husemann, cr 2018) 13…♘c6 14.a4  Carlsen-Vachier-Lagrave, Stavanger 2017.
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		11…♘c6

		Other options are:

		A) 11…b5 12.♘e3 ♕b7 (12…♘xe3 13.fxe3 a6  ) 13.♘xd5 ♕xd5  Leitao-Timofeev, Khanty-Mansiysk 2009;

		B) 11…♗h6!? 12.♖e1 (12.♘cd2! ♘f4 13.♗c4  ) 12…♘c6 13.c3  Dilmukhametov-Smirin, St Peters­burg 2016;

		C) 11…♗f5 12.c3  Pikula-Zakic, Zurich 2019.

		12.c3 h6

		It seems better to play on the queenside with 12…b5 13.♘cd2 (13.♘e3!?) 13…♖b8 14.♖c1 ♘f6 15.♖e1  Reichmann-Pavlidis, Katowice rapid 2017.

		13.a4

		Gaining space on the queenside and preventing …b7-b5 by Black.

		13…♗e6?!

		This move isn’t very good. On e6 the bishop doesn’t have much future and furthermore it prevents Black’s thematic pawn break …e7-e5. It seems better to complete the development of the queenside with 13…b6 14.♖e1 ♗b7, with a slight advantage to White.

		14.♖e1 ♖ac8 15.♗d3

		Here 15.♘cd2  was interesting, with the threat of c3-c4 followed by d4-d5 and removing the knight from any possible tactical ideas based on the potential threat from the bishop on e6.

		15…♕d7

		Black plans to play …♗f5 and at the same time takes aim at h3, with a possible sacrifice in mind.

		16.♘e3

		White prevents …♗f5, but for this purpose it was better, although seemingly more risky, to play 16.g4!. This is the best move according to the engine, but for a human it would be a difficult move to make. The idea is to cramp the black position, preventing …♗f5 or the pawn break …f7-f5 and increasing White’s space advantage. If 16…♘f6, then 17.♘e3  . The piece sacrifice on g4 doesn’t work: 16…♗xg4 17.hxg4 ♕xg4+ 18.♗g3 f5 (18…♘f4 19.♖e4) 19.♘h4 ♕g5 20.♘g2 f4 21.♗h4 and 16…f5 can be answered with 17.♕e2 ♖f6 18.g5  .

		16…♘a5

		The knight will remain out of play on the edge for a good while. Better was 16…♘xe3 17.fxe3 (17.♖xe3 ♗d5=) 17…♘a5 18.e4, with a slight advantage to White.

		17.♕e2!

		Threatening to exchange on d5 and then take the pawn on e7.

		17…♖c7

		Black defends e7 with the rook; if 17…♘xe3 18.♕xe3 ♖fe8 (18…♖c7 19.♗f4  or 18…♘c4 19.♕e2  ) and now:
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		analysis diagram

		

		A) At the moment, 19.♗xg6 doesn’t win: 19…♘c4 20.♕e4 fxg6 21.♕xe6+ ♕xe6 22.♖xe6 ♘xb2 23.♖xg6 ♖xc3=;

		B) A quieter option would be 19.♗b5 ♘c6 20.a5  ;

		C) 19.♗f4! and now:

		C1) 19…♔h7 20.♗xg6+ fxg6 (20…♔xg6?! 21.♕e4+ ♗f5 (21…f5 22.♕xe6++–) 22.♘h4++–) 21.♕xe6  ;

		C2) 19…♘c4!? 20.♗xc4 ♖xc4 21.♗xh6 ♖xa4 22.♗xg7 ♔xg7 23.b4  ;

		C3) 19…g5 20.♗xg5!? (this move leads to a very interesting position; White sacrifices a piece for two pawns and a good attack. It’s a long-term sacrifice. White could also play the quiet 20.♗g3  ) 20…hxg5 21.♕xg5 and now:

		C31) If 21…♘b3 22.♖e3!!.
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		analysis diagram

		

		White ignores the attack on the a1-rook and brings his other rook to the kingside to attack the enemy king. The white attack is winning: 22…♘xa1 23.♘h4! ♗g4 (23…f6 24.♕g6+–) 24.hxg4 e6 25.♕h5 ♕xa4 (there is no defence now; if 25…♘b3 26.♕h7+ ♔f8 27.♖f3 and the threat of 28.♘g6 is decisive) 26.♕h7+ ♔f8
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		analysis diagram

		

		and now White can finish the game with 27.♘g6+!! fxg6 28.♖f3+ ♔e7 29.♕xg7+ ♔d8 30.♖f7 ♖b8 31.♗xg6 and despite being a rook down White has an unstoppable attack: 31…♘b3 32.♕f6+ ♔c8 33.♖h7 ♖d8 34.♕xe6+ ♖d7 (34…♕d7 35.♖xd7 ♖xd7 36.♗e8) 35.♗e8;

		C32) Instead, 21…♘c4 also fails to save the situation: 22.♘h4 d5 23.b3 ♘d6 24.♖e3 ♖xc3 (if 24…♗f5 25.♗xf5 e6 26.♗c2) 25.♖g3 ♗g4 26.♖xg4 ♕xg4 27.♕xg4 ♖xd3 28.♘f5 ♘xf5 29.♕xf5 ♖xd4 30.♕d7 ♔f8 31.♕xb7;

		C33) 21…♗c4! is the only defence. 22.♖ad1 (one of the principles when we sacrifice material for attack is that we should try to bring as many pieces as possible into the attack zone) 22…e5 (if 22…♗xd3 23.♖xd3 ♘c4 24.b3 ♘b6 25.a5 ♘a8 26.♘h4 f6 27.♕h5+–) 23.♗f5 ♗e6 24.dxe5 ♘c4 25.♘d4 ♘xe5 26.♗xe6 fxe6 27.f4 ♘c6, and now, what should White play to maintain his initiative?
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		analysis diagram

		

		28.♘xe6! ♖xe6 29.♕d5 ♔f7 30.f5 ♗e5 31.♖e4 ♔f6 32.fxe6 ♕xe6 33.♖f1+ ♔e7 and in this complicated position I think that White is a bit better from the practical point of view.

		18.♘d2

		Another option was 18.♘f1 (renewing the threat of 19.♗xg6) 18…♗f5 19.♗xf5 ♕xf5 20.♘g3 ♕d7 21.♕b5  .

		18…♖fc8?!

		It was better to play 18…♘xe3 19.♕xe3 ♘b3 20.♘xb3 ♗xb3 21.♗f4  .

		19.♘ef1!

		White can now win material. Black has no good way to prevent 20.♗xg6.

		19…♗f5?!

		If 19…♔h7 20.♗xg6+ ♔xg6 21.♕e4+ f5 (21…♗f5?! 22.♕xd5 or 21…♔f6?! 22.♗e5+ dxe5 23.dxe5+ ♔g5 24.h4+ ♔h5 25.♘g3 mate) 22.♕xe6+  .

		20.♗b5!?

		White could have emerged with a big advantage following the sequence 20.♗xf5! ♕xf5 (20…gxf5 21.♘g3  ) 21.♕b5!. This move is the key, attacking the knight on a5 and at the same time threatening 22.♘g3, when the black queen would have no safe square to maintain the defence of the other knight on d5. Thus Black has to play 21…♘f6 (21…♘c4 22.♘xc4 ♖xc4 23.♘g3+–) but then 22.♘e3! forces the exchange of queens and after 22…♕xb5 23.axb5 b6 24.b4! ♘b7 25.♖xa7 White wins an important pawn and in addition the knight is left pinned and very passive on b7. White’s advantage is decisive.

		20…♕d8 21.♕f3 ♗e6?

		A mistake; 21…e6 was necessary, although White can maintain the advantage in various ways, such as 22.♖a3 a6 23.♗e2 g5 24.♘e3  or 22.♘e3 ♘xe3 23.fxe3 e5 24.g4 ♗d7 25.♗d3  .
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		22.♖xe6!

		A strong exchange sacrifice, which gives White a big advantage.

		22…fxe6 23.♕e4 ♘f6

		If 23…♕f8 then 24.♗d7! ♖xd7 25.♕xe6+ ♔h7 26.♕xd7+–.

		24.♕xg6

		White is spoilt for choice; 24.♕xe6+ ♔h7 25.♗d3 ♕g8 26.♕e2 is also good.

		24…a6

		If 24…♔h8 then 25.♗d3 ♕g8 26.♕g3+–.

		25.♗d3 ♕e8 26.♕g3
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		White has bishop and pawn for rook, but there are additional factors which tilt the scales in White’s favour. We can see that the black king has been weakened, lacking the protection of the g-pawn, and furthermore the pawn on e6 is weak. Other factors to consider are that the a5-knight has been spending a lot of time on the edge of the board and is out of play and also the black rooks are doing nothing on the c-file. For his part, above all White has the strong, unopposed light-squared bishop and he will improve his pieces in order to attack the black king.

		26…♘c6 27.♕e3?!

		Rather dubious; it was better to activate his other pieces, e.g. with 27.♖e1, 27.♘e3 or 27.♘f3.

		27…♘d8?!

		It was slightly better to play 27…♕f7 28.♖e1 e5 29.dxe5 ♘xe5  .

		28.♘e4 ♘d5 29.♕e2 ♕f7 30.♕d2?!

		Here it was better to play 30.♘e3 ♔h8 (30…♘xe3 31.fxe3+–) 31.♖f1+–.

		30…♘c6

		Black had a better option in 30…e5!? 31.dxe5 dxe5 32.♗b1 ♖d7 33.♘e3 ♔f8 34.♗a2 e6  .

		31.♖e1 ♖f8

		Once again Black neglects the chance to play 31…e5! 32.dxe5 ♘xe5  .

		32.♘e3 ♘f4?!

		Slightly better was 32…♘xe3 33.♖xe3  .

		33.♗b1 b5?!

		This was the last opportunity to play 33…e5 34.d5 ♘d8 35.c4 b6  .

		34.axb5 axb5 35.♗xf4!

		A good exchange. The black knight was annoying and the bishop on h2 had little activity.

		35…♕xf4
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		36.d5?!

		Here the best move was 36.♕d3!, attacking b5 and setting up the battery of queen and bishop aiming at h7. At any moment the knight on e4 can jump somewhere, revealing threats against h7; for instance 36…b4 37.♘g3 ♕xf2+ 38.♔h2 ♖f3 39.♘h5 ♗f6 40.♘xf6+ exf6 41.♕g6+ ♔f8 (41…♖g7 42.♕e8 mate) 42.♖f1+–.

		36…exd5 37.♕xd5+ ♖f7?

		A decisive error that loses the game. Instead, after 37…♔h8! 38.♕xb5 e6 Black gains some counterplay, although White retains the advantage.

		38.♗a2 ♖a7 39.♗b3 ♘e5 40.♘g4 b4 41.♘xe5

		Even stronger was 41.♕e6 bxc3 (41…♔h7 42.♘xe5 ♗xe5 43.♕xf7+) 42.bxc3 ♖a8 43.g3 ♕f3 (43…♘f3+ 44.♔f1) 44.♘d2 ♕xc3 45.♘xe5.

		41…♗xe5 42.g3 ♕f3 43.♗d1!

		White has no need to hurry to regain the material. The light-squared bishop is very strong, in particular because it has no opponent. White therefore is anxious to retain its services and he now initiates a neat manoeuvre to further improve the placement of the bishop.

		Instead, 43.♕b5 ♔g7 44.♗xf7 ♕xf7 45.♕xb4 was also winning.

		43…♕f5 44.♗g4! ♕g6 45.f4! bxc3 46.bxc3 ♗g7 47.♗e6!
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		Following the manoeuvre ♗d1-g4-e6 White is once more pinning the black rook and he can regain the material whenever he wants. It’s quite striking how little part the other black rook takes in the game.

		47…♗f8

		Or 47…♗f6 48.g4 ♕g7 49.♘g3 ♗xc3 50.♘f5 ♖a5 51.♗xf7+ ♔f8 52.♕c6+–.

		48.f5 ♕g7 49.g4
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		Black is going to die from asphyxia; White has total control of the posi­tion, especially the light squares.

		49…♖a3 50.♔g2 ♖a6 51.♖e3 ♖b6 52.♖g3 ♖b2+ 53.♔f3

		Everything is ready now for White to administer the coup de grâce and open the position with g4-g5.

		53…♖c2 54.g5! ♖xc3+ 55.♘xc3 ♕xc3+ 56.♔g4 h5+ 57.♔h4!

		Instead, 57.♔xh5 ♕xg3 58.♗xf7+ ♔g7 59.♕b3 would have allowed Black to prolong the struggle, although White should still win.

		57…♕b4+ 58.♔xh5 1-0

		A very interesting game, with an exemplary exchange sacrifice that proved to be very strong.

		

		Summary

		As we’ve seen, Black can threaten the b2-pawn as early as move 3. This idea of an early attack on the b-pawn in the very first moves of the game is quite common on Black’s part.

		In Game 1, with the move-order 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 c5, if we want to enter the main line and stay within the London System we should play 3.e3, and in the event of 3…♕b6 we develop with 4.♘a3! ♕xb2. Then it’s important to remember that if we want to win (the draw is for the taking) we have to go in for a line where Black sacrifices his queen, which leads to positions which are complicated but objectively a bit better for White. If these lines don’t appeal, we have the option of playing 3.dxc5 or 3.d5.

		

		In Game 2, after 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.♘f3 ♕b6 we again react with 5.♘a3!. From a3 we have the option of playing ♘c4, which is not the case if we play ♘c3. Now the capture on b2 is losing. Black’s best is to play 5…cxd4, when after 6.♘b5 ♘a6 7.♕xd4 White wins the exchange temporarily, but after correct play by Black we end up with a rook and two pawns for two pieces. Objectively the play is equal.

		In Game 3, after 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 ♕b6 White defends the pawn with 6.♕b3. The exchange of queens favours White, so Black usually plays 6…c4, and here, thanks to having played our opening moves in the correct order, we can retreat with 7.♕c2, with no fear of the move 7…♗f5, which is unplayable now.

		In Game 4, after 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 g6 3.♗f4 ♗g7 4.e3 d6 5.h3 0-0 6.♗e2 c5 7.0-0! ♕b6 White plays 8.♘bd2!. The knight is developed to d2 and no time is wasted on the protection of the b2-pawn, since capturing it is dubious. In addition, from d2 the knight can jump to c4 with a gain of time, highlighting one of the snags of the early development of the queen to b6.

		In short, the best that Black has after …♕b6 is to capture the b2-pawn on move 4, as in Game 1, and be prepared to allow White the option of forcing a draw. We can see that in all the other positions, either it’s bad for Black to capture the pawn, or else White can defend it in an advantageous and problem-free manner.

		

	
		

		LESSON 3

		

		The early exchange of the f4-bishop

		

		In this lesson we’re going to consider positions where Black exchanges the dark-squared bishops at an early stage, normally with the move …♗d6, followed by …♗xf4 or …♗xg3. White, in return for allowing the exchange of bishops, will try to gain other advantages, such as the half-open e- or h-file.

		In many positions we shall see White employing the strategy of exchanging his light-squared bishop for the black knight on c6 and then occupying e5 with a knight (which is often stronger than Black’s remaining bishop), supporting the advance of the kingside pawns.

		White usually delays castling, waiting to see what Black does before deciding which side to castle. In positions where the bishops have been exchanged on g3 and White has opened the h-file, Black doesn’t usually castle kingside, since White has a strong initiative on the kingside; instead he will often castle queenside or keep the king in the centre.

		

		Game 5 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2857

		

		Ehsan Ghaem Maghami 2566

		

		Baku ol 2016 (10)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 e6 4.e3 ♗d6
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		5.♗g3

		This has been the main move for a long time. White wants to avoid the exchange of bishops, or else allow it only if he gains something in return.

		Recently the interesting move 5.♘bd2 has started to be played more; Carlsen himself has used it several times. We shall look at this new idea in another game.

		A quieter and less ambitious option, since it allows Black to equalise, is to exchange on d6: 5.♗xd6 ♕xd6 (the normal recapture, but players have begun to try 5…cxd6!?, e.g. 6.c4 (6.♘bd2 0-0 7.c4 dxc4 8.♗xc4 a6 9.0-0 b5 10.♗e2= Harikrishna-Duda, Internet rapid 2020) 6…dxc4 7.♗xc4 0-0 8.♘c3= Korobov-Le Quang Liem, Khanty-Mansiysk 2019) 6.c4 0-0 (6…c5 7.♘c3 cxd4 8.♘xd4 0-0 9.cxd5 ♘xd5  Shimanov-Vallejo Pons, Internet blitz 2020) 7.♘c3 a6 (7…b6=) 8.c5 ♕e7 9.♗e2  Tabatabaei-Swiercz, PRO League rapid 2020.

		5…c5

		A) Black can exchange on g3 immediately, although it’s usual to wait, since after 5…♗xg3 6.hxg3 c5 7.c3 (7.dxc5!?; 7.♘c3!?) 7…♕b6 8.♕c2 (8.♕b3 0-0 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7 10.♕xb6 axb6 11.♗d3  Torre-Barle, Acqui Terme 2017) 8…♘c6 9.♘bd2 ♗d7, White has three good alternatives: 10.♘b3  Litrico-Barletta, Padova 2008, 10.♖h4!?∞ Martynov-Kiik, Imatra 1999 and 10.♗d3= R.Pert-Brooks, London 2016;

		B) 5…♘e4 has also been played, which we analysed deeply on pages 251-253 in our previous book on the London System, although the statistics are not very good for Black:

		B1) 6.c4 ♘xg3 (6…♗b4+ 7.♘fd2  ) 7.hxg3  Vazquez Igarza-Candela Perez, Madrid tt 2013;

		B2) 6.♗d3 ♘xg3 7.hxg3  Khis­matullin-Paravyan, Sochi blitz 2016;

		B3) 6.♘bd2 ♘xg3 7.hxg3 ♘d7 8.c4 (8.c3 e5 9.dxe5 ♘xe5 10.♘xe5 ♗xe5 11.♘f3 ♗f6 12.♕c2  C.Bauer-Hammes, Belgium tt 2011/12) 8…c6 9.♕c2  C.Bauer-Sgnaolin, Martigny 2015.

		6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘bd2 ♗xg3

		The most common move here is 7…0-0, transposing to the main line against the London.
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		8.hxg3

		White, in return for allowing the exchange of bishops, opens the h-file, which gives him good attacking chances if Black castles kingside. In addition, establishing a knight on e5 and advancing the kingside pawns to gain space also form part of White’s plan.

		8…♕d6

		The most common move. For his part, one of Black’s main plans is to play …e7-e5 and with this move he not only prepares this advance but also gets ready to castle queenside, which in many positions is what both sides do. 8…♕e7 has also been played, with the same plan in mind, e.g. 9.♘e5 (9.♗b5 ♗d7 10.♗xc6 ♗xc6 11.♘e5  ) 9…♘xe5 (if 9…♘d7?! 10.♕g4!? (10.♘xc6! bxc6 11.♕a4  Khanas-Bohak, cr 2018) 10…♘dxe5 11.dxe5 f5 (11…♕f8!?=) 12.exf6 gxf6 13.♗d3  Grischuk-Radjabov, Beijing blitz 2014) 10.dxe5 ♘d7 11.♗b5 (11.f4!?  ) 11…a6 12.♗xd7+ (12.♕a4!?  ) 12…♗xd7 13.♕g4  Kamsky-Romanishin, Vlissingen 2019.

		It’s risky to play 8…0-0, since White usually has a strong initiative on the kingside, e.g. 9.♗d3 (9.dxc5!?  ; 9.♘e5!  ) 9…h6 10.♘e5  .

		9.♗b5

		In this type of position White has two main options. The usual move would be 9.♗d3, which we’ll look at in the next game, while the text move contains the idea of exchanging the bishop for the knight on c6, in order to in order to control the e5-square. White should prevent Black’s pawn break …e7-e5, which would equalise the game. Often, after the exchange of bishop for knight, White remains with a knight which is superior to Black’s queen’s bishop.
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		9…♗d7

		The most common move. Instead, 9…0-0!? has been played, although it seems rather risky; 10.♗xc6 bxc6:

		A) 11.♘e5 cxd4 12.exd4 c5 13.g4 cxd4 14.cxd4 and now Black can equalise with 14…♘d7! or 14…♘e4!, as in Barva-Sinkovics, Hungary tt 2006/07. But 14…♗a6 is bad, e.g. 15.g5 ♘e4 16.♕h5 h6? (16…♘xg5 17.f4  ) 17.gxh6+– ♕b4 18.♕xf7+ 1-0 Barva-Sinkovics, Gyöngyös 2003, and it’s dangerous to play 14…h6, e.g. 15.g5 hxg5? (15…♘d7!  ) 16.♕f3 g4 17.♕f4 ♖d8
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		analysis diagram

		

		18.♖h8+! (the quiet move 18.♕h2+ also wins) 18…♔xh8 19.♘xf7+ Ju Wenjun-Dzagnidze, Huaian blitz 2017;

		B) 11.♕c2! (this move seems better) 11…h6 12.♘e5 ♖b8 (12…♘d7 has also been played: 13.♘df3 (13.f4  Hoang Thanh Trang-Nimmy, Mumbai 2012) 13…cxd4 14.cxd4 (14.exd4 c5  Blatny-Stone, Groningen 1990) 14…♘xe5 15.♘xe5 ♗a6 16.♖c1  Rusev-De Filomeno, Skopje rapid 2018) 13.g4! (13.f4!? is also strong, e.g. 13…♗a6?! (13…cxd4 14.cxd4  ) 14.♕a4  Umetsubo-El Debs, Joao Pessoa 2015) 13…♗a6? (13…cxd4 14.exd4 ♘d7 15.f4  ) 14.g5 hxg5 15.g4! cxd4 16.exd4 ♘e4 17.♘xe4 dxe4 18.♕xe4+– Tedesco-Silva, cr 2018.

		10.♗xc6

		The most consistent move and the best. Let’s see the alternatives:

		A) The London System specialist Eric Prié has employed 10.♕c2!? h6 11.♗xc6 ♗xc6 12.♘e5 ♘d7 13.♘df3 ♘xe5 14.♘xe5  Prié-Sumets, France tt 2010;

		B) The move 10.a4 is not very promising, e.g. 10…h6 11.♕e2 a6 12.♗xc6 ♗xc6 13.♘e5 ♘d7= Bachmann-Milov, France tt 2017;

		C) An interesting idea is 10.♕e2 a6 11.♗xc6 ♗xc6 12.♘e5 ♘d7 13.♘df3  Vaisser-Golod, Jerusalem 2013;

		D) It’s very unambitious to play 10.0-0 0-0 11.a4 a6 12.♗xc6 ♗xc6 13.a5 ♗b5= Eljanov-Grachev, Moscow blitz 2010. This allows Black to equalise without any problems;

		E) Equally unpromising was 10.♕a4 0-0 (10…h6!?) 11.♗xc6 ♗xc6 12.dxc5?! (12.♕a3 ♘d7, 12.♕c2 h6=) 12…♕xg3= Nabaty-Kociscak, Czech Republic tt 2018/19.

		10…♗xc6 11.♘e5
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		White’s main idea: the knight centralised on e5 is very well placed (this is one of the main ideas, not only in the London System, but of several other openings). In addition, the knight can rely on the support of the other knight, or the advance f2-f4, if Black tries to exchange it with …♘d7.

		11…♕c7!?

		The idea is to protect the f7-point, although this move isn’t very usual. Instead:

		A) A common move for Black in this type of position is 11…♗b5, but it isn’t good here after the precise 12.♕f3!, when Black can’t easily defend against the threat of g4-g5, attacking the weak point f7; Black played 12…♔e7!? (if 12…h6 13.g4 ♖f8 14.♕f4 or 12…♕c7 13.g4, in both cases with a clear advantage for White) 13.g4 h6 14.♕g3 a5 15.0-0-0  in J.van Foreest-Welling, Schwäbisch Gmünd 2016;

		B) The most usual move is 11…♘d7 12.♘df3 (12.f4!? ♘xe5 13.fxe5 ♕e7 14.♕g4∞ Kamsky-Potkin, Khanty-Mansiysk blitz 2013) and now:

		B1) 12…♘xe5 is not good now: 13.♘xe5 0-0 (13…f6?? 14.♕h5++– or 13…cxd4 14.exd4 ♕e7 15.♕g4  )
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		analysis diagram

		

		14.♕h5 h6 15.♘g4!. White gains a decisive advantage after 15…e5 16.♕xe5 (even better was 16.dxc5 ♕e7 (16…♕xc5?? 17.♘xh6+ gxh6 18.♕xh6 with unstoppable mate) 17.♕xe5) 16…♕g6 17.♕h5 ♕c2? (17…♕xh5 18.♖xh5  ) 18.♘f6+! ♔h8 19.♕g5! ♕xb2?? (19…♕g6 20.♕xg6 fxg6 21.♘g4+–) 20.♖xh6+ 1-0 Bosque Ortega-Acebal Muniz, Benidorm 2013;

		B2) The idea of 12…♔e7!? has also been seen, e.g. 13.♕c2 (13.♘xd7 ♗xd7 14.♘e5  A.Kovacevic-Pang, Novi Sad 2019) 13…h6 14.g4  (14.0-0-0!  ) Pozin-Potkin, Eforie Nord 1998;

		B3) 12…h6 13.♘xd7 ♗xd7 14.♘e5  cxd4 (14…♔e7!? 15.♕g4  Gholami-Gagunashvili, Baghdad 2018) 15.exd4 ♕e7 16.♕g4! (if 16.♕h5 ♖f8? (16…0-0 17.♘g4 ♕g5=) 17.♕g4  Kosic-Klasan, Stara Pazova 2009) 16…♕f6 17.♖h4!? (17.f4 offers White more of an advantage) 17…g5 18.♖h3 0-0-0 19.♕e2  Abdulla-Ghosh, Kolkata 2014.

		C) 11…cxd4 12.exd4 ♘d7 has also been played, e.g. (12…♕c7 13.♕e2 0-0-0 14.0-0  (14.♘b3!?) Kravtsiv-Visakh, Turkey tt 2019) 13.♘df3 f6?! (13…h6  ; 13…♕e7  ) 14.♘g6! ♖g8 15.♖xh7  Iturrizaga Bonelli-Terry, Medellin 2017;

		D) 11…h6 12.♕e2  .
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		12.♕f3

		Again White’s idea is to play g4-g5 and he also prepares possible queenside castling. Another common plan for White is to play g3-g4 and f2-f4, with the idea of advancing with g4-g5, e.g. 12.g4 ♘d7 13.♘df3  Kreutzmann-Song Yuxin, Konya tt 2018. Also possible is 12.♕c2!? cxd4 13.cxd4 (13.exd4  ) 13…♖c8 14.0-0 ♘d7= Tillyaev-Khusenkhojaev, Tashkent 2019.

		12…h6 13.♕f4 ♕e7

		This seems to lose time. A later try to improve Black’s game was 13…b6 14.g4 0-0-0 15.a4 c4 16.♕f3 ♗b7 17.a5  A.Kiss-J.H.Nielsen, cr 2002.

		14.g4!
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		Threatening g4-g5 is one of White’s ideas. Black is uncomfortable; White has not castled yet and is waiting to see what Black will do: kingside castling would be suicidal for Black, but he will also suffer if he castles queenside.

		14…♘h7!?

		Or 14…cxd4 15.exd4 0-0-0 16.a4, with a clear advantage to White.

		15.♕g3

		Here 15.dxc5!? 0-0 16.♕d4  was interesting.

		15…♖g8?!

		A strange move; 15…cxd4 16.exd4 0-0-0 was better but White has the advantage after 17.♖c1.
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		16.0-0!

		Carlsen takes the opportunity to bring his king into safety, now that Black can no longer castle kingside and since any possible attack on the kingside by Black will be very slow.

		16…♘f6 17.♖ac1 ♖c8

		It’s too late for Black to seek safety for his king on the queenside, since after 17…0-0-0 18.c4 the white attack comes very quickly.

		18.c4!

		With the enemy king in the centre, what is important to remember to do? Open the position!

		18…dxc4

		Now 18…cxd4 19.exd4 ♔f8 was better, although with 20.f4 White maintains a clear advantage.

		19.dxc5 ♕xc5?!

		After this, Black is completely lost, although his position was beyond salvation in any case. If 19…c3 20.♖xc3 ♖d8 21.♘xc6 bxc6 22.♖c2.

		20.♘dxc4! ♔e7

		Desperation, but Black faced tactical problems based on moves such as ♘xf7 or ♘d6. If 20…♘e4 21.♕f4 f6 22.♘xc6 ♕xc6 23.♕xe4! ♕xe4 24.♘d6++–.
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		21.b4!?

		21.♘xf7! ♗b5 22.♘fe5 was also winning.

		21…♕xb4 22.♘d3 ♘e4

		This loses a piece; but if 22…♕b5 then 23.♕d6+ ♔e8 24.♕a3+–.

		23.♘xb4 ♘xg3 24.fxg3 ♗b5

		Black was relying on this move to regain some material, but there is a final surprise in store; if 24…♗d7 25.♘e5+–.
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		25.♖xf7+! ♔xf7 26.♘d6+ ♔e7 27.♘xc8+ ♔d7 28.♘xa7 ♗a4 29.♘d3 1-0

		A good demonstration, both technical and tactical, by the World Champion Carlsen.

		

		Game 6 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Nikola Sedlak 2568

		

		Anders Hobber 2299

		

		Norway tt 2013/14 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 e6 6.♘gf3

		Here there is an interesting alternative for White which consists of first developing the bishop to d3, with the idea of 6…♗d6 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 and now playing 8.f4. We shall look at this set-up in the next lesson.

		6…♗d6 7.♗g3 ♗xg3 8.hxg3 ♕d6 9.♗d3
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		Now we’re going to study the other very popular move in this position. We saw the idea of 9.♗b5 in the previous game.

		9…♗d7

		The main difference is that after 9.♗d3…

		A) Black can play the immediate 9…e5! 10.dxe5 (another option would be 10.dxc5 ♕xc5 11.e4 ♗e6 12.♘g5 (12.0-0 0-0 13.exd5 ♗xd5 14.♕c2  To Nhat Minh-Szalanczy, Budapest 2014) 12…♖d8 (12…♕e7 13.♘xe6 ♕xe6 14.♕b3  Sosna-Motuz, Czech Republic tt 2018/19) 13.♘xe6 fxe6 14.♕e2  Varaksin-Mukharev, Prokojevsk 1998) 10…♘xe5 11.♘xe5 ♕xe5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Black is equalising in this position, for instance:

		A1) The inferior 12.♗b5+ has been played the most:

		A11) 12…♗d7 13.♗xd7+ ♘xd7 (13…♔xd7!?) 14.♘f3 ♕e6=;

		A12) 12…♔e7!? 13.♘f3 ♕c7 14.♗d3 ♗d7= Bisguier-Dlugy, Philadelphia 1989;

		A13) 12…♔f8! 13.♕e2?! (13.♗e2= is better) 13…♗g4! 14.♘f3 ♕e7  Samolins-Meskovs, Latvia tt 2018;

		A2) The best White has is 12.♕a4+ ♗d7 13.♕f4 (13.♗b5 ♕e7=) 13…♕e7 (13…♕xf4 14.gxf4 0-0-0 (14…♔e7  ) 15.f3?! (15.♘f3  ) 15…h5= Lizak-Di Benedetto, Arco 2018) 14.0-0-0 (14.♕g5?! 0-0-0 15.♕xg7? (15.0-0-0=) 15…♘g4–+ G.Antal-Kociscak, Slovakia tt 2018/99) 14…0-0-0 15.e4= Grachev-Potkin, Ulan Ude 2009.

		B) 9…h6 has also been played:
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		analysis diagram

		

		B1) 10.♕a4 c4 11.♗e2= Sedlak-Marjanovic, Serbia tt 2009;

		B2) 10.0-0 0-0 11.♖e1 e5 (or 11…♖d8 12.♕e2 e5 13.dxc5 (13.e4? cxd4 14.cxd4 dxe4 15.♘xe4 ♘xe4 16.♕xe4 f5  Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Kasimdzhanov, Riyadh blitz 2017) 13…♕xc5 14.e4=) 12.dxc5 ♕xc5 13.e4 ♗g4=;

		B3) 10.♕e2 e5 (10…0-0 11.dxc5 ♕xc5 12.e4=) 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♕xe5 13.♗b5+?! (13.e4  ) 13…♗d7 (13…♔e7!=; 13…♔f8!?=) 14.♗xd7+ ♘xd7= Kuzmicz-Santos Latasa, Oporto 2015;

		B4) 10.dxc5 ♕xc5 11.e4 0-0 12.♕e2  Cicak-Sipila, Stockholm 2012/13.

		10.♕e2
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		The white queen is well placed on e2, where it supports the e3-e4 push and prepares queenside castling.

		10…e5

		This is Black’s main pawn break and (unlike in the 9.♗b5 variation, where Black is unable to implement this) he can carry it out without many problems, although as Black I would prefer to play it a move earlier, as we’ve already seen.

		A) Black has played 10…h6?! here, e.g. 11.e4! dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♗xe4 cxd4 14.0-0-0! ♖c8 (14…♕c5 15.♘xd4 ♘xd4 16.♖xd4 ♗c6 17.♖h5!  Sedlak-Bodiroga, Serbia tt 2012) 15.♔b1 ♕e7 16.♘xd4  Sedlak-Rama, Cetinje 2016;

		B) Also possible is 10…0-0-0 and now White has three options available: 11.0-0  Hu-Lane, Auckland 2017, 11.♗b5  Ortega-Manca, Bolzano 1997 and 11.dxc5!? ♕xc5 12.0-0 (12.e4 dxe4?! (12…h5=) 13.♘xe4 ♘xe4 14.♗xe4  S.Williams-A.Ledger, England 4NCL 2016) 12…♔b8 13.a4  (13.e4!?  ) Ajay-Sachdev, New Delhi 2019.

		11.dxc5!

		This is better than 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♕xe5 13.0-0-0 0-0-0, when Black equalised without any problems in S.Christensen-N.V.Pedersen, Roskilde 2008.
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		11…♕xc5 12.e4!

		The pawn break with e3-e4 is another recurrent theme in several variations of the London System.

		12…dxe4?!

		The best move was 12…♗e6, e.g. 13.♘g5 (13.exd5 ♗xd5 14.♘xe5?! 0-0-0 and Black has good compensation; 13.♘b3 ♕e7 14.♘g5  ) 13…d4 14.♘xe6 fxe6 15.♘b3  Jung-V.N.Ivanov, cr 2012.

		13.♘xe4 ♘xe4 14.♗xe4

		White has a clear advantage; the centre is open, he has pressure against the black king and the e5-pawn, and in addition he has the semi-open h-file, putting pressure on h7.

		14…0-0-0 15.0-0-0

		It was bad to capture the h7-pawn: 15.♖xh7? ♖xh7 16.♗xh7 g6, and the bishop is trapped.

		The move played is not bad, but again it was even better to play 15.0-0!  . We’re seeing that White often decides to castle only after Black has done so. To attack the opponent’s castled position it’s best to castle on the opposite wing. In such positions it’s quite difficult for Black to mount an attack on the kingside, and White’s assault on the queenside usually strikes first.

		15…h6?

		Also bad were 15…♖de8 16.♖d5 ♕b6 17.♖hd1  and 15…f6 16.♖xh7 ♖xh7 17.♗xh7  .

		The best defence was 15…f5! since White doesn’t win a pawn with 16.♗xc6 (16.♗d5 e4 17.♗xc6 ♗xc6 18.♘d4 g6 19.♔b1 is better, with a small advantage to White, since his knight is secure on d4 and is stronger than the bishop) 16…♗xc6 17.♕xe5 ♖xd1+ 18.♖xd1 ♕xe5 19.♘xe5 ♗xg2, although the endgame is a bit better for White.

		16.♖d5 ♕e7

		16…♕b6 is also losing after 17.♖b5 ♕c7 18.♘xe5.
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		17.♘xe5! 1-0

		White’s position is definitely winning, but resignation is somewhat premature. After 17…♘xe5 18.♖xe5! ♕f6 (the key point is that White wins the queen after 18…♕xe5 19.♗xb7+) 19.♖d1 ♗a4 (if 19…♔b8 then 20.♗xb7! ♔xb7 21.♖e7 ♕c6 (21…♔c8 22.♖d4 wins) 22.♖d4! ♔b8 (22…♖he8 23.♖dxd7+ ♖xd7 24.♖xe8) 23.♕d3 and White regains the piece with a winning position) 20.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 21.♗d5 ♔b8 22.c4, while there is no doubt that White should win, Black can still mount resistance.

		

		Game 7 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Anish Giri 2768

		

		Nikita Vitiugov 2747

		

		Wijk aan Zee 2020 (4)

		

		

		

		1.♘f3 d5 2.d4 ♘f6 3.♗f4 e6 4.e3 ♗d6 5.♘bd2!?
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		In the last few years this move has started to gain popularity, especially after Carlsen (in 2017) started to play it frequently. It should be said that this is a very old idea. As early as the beginning of the twentieth century the great Rubinstein brought it into fashion with some fine victories and after that players such as Tarrasch and Schlechter also employed it.

		The idea continued to be used, although with less frequency, until in 2015 Kramnik played it and then strong players such as Grachev, Artemiev and Naiditsch also took it up. The idea is that after the exchange of bishops on f4 the e-file is opened and in addition White has the option of a future f4-f5, undoubling his pawns.

		Normally White wants to dominate the e5-square and establish a knight there. This plan of allowing the exchange on f4 and opening the e-file also arises in other openings, such as the Dutch or the Queen’s Gambit.

		5…♗xf4

		The natural move. The exchange can also be delayed, e.g. 5…0-0:
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		analysis diagram

		

		A) In the first game with this idea Rubinstein played here 6.♗d3! c5 7.c3 (if 7.dxc5 ♗xc5 8.0-0 (8.c4!? dxc4 (8…♘c6 9.a3 dxc4 10.♘xc4  Tabatabaei-Tang, PRO League rapid 2020) 9.♘xc4 ♗b4+ 10.♔e2!?∞ Inarkiev-Riazantsev Moscow rapid 2018) 8…♘c6 9.c4 ♗d6 (9…h6 10.♖c1  Demchenko-Inarkiev, Turkey tt 2019) 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♖c1  Demchenko-Nakamura, Douglas 2019) 7…♗xf4 8.exf4 cxd4 9.♘xd4!? (9.cxd4 ♘c6 10.0-0 ♕b6 11.♘b3= Boruchovsky-Grandelius, PRO League rapid 2018) 9…♘c6 (9…♕c7 10.♘e2!? (10.g3  ) 10…b6 11.0-0 ♗a6 12.♘f3 ♗xd3 13.♕xd3= Rakhmanov-Grandelius, Spain tt 2016) 10.♘2f3 ♕d6 11.♕d2 (11.g3  ) 11…a6 12.0-0  and won a good game in Rubinstein-Treybal, Breslau 1912;

		B) 6.c3!? b6 7.♘e5! (if Black doesn’t exchange on f4 at some point, White can avoid the exchange of bishops by planting his knight on e5. If 7.♗d3 ♗b7 (7…♗a6 8.♗xa6 ♘xa6 9.0-0= Moroni-Maghsoodloo, Internet blitz 2019) 8.a4!? (8.0-0=) Artemiev-Radjabov, Tbilisi 2017) 7…c5:
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		analysis diagram

		

		B1) Carlsen played 8.♗d3 ♗b7 (8…♗a6 9.♗xa6 ♘xa6 10.h4!? (10.♗g5!?) Demchenko-So, Khanty-Mansiysk 2019) 9.h4  (9.♗g5  ) 9…♘c6 10.♕f3 ♖c8? 11.h5  Carlsen-Mamedyarov, Internet blitz 2020;

		B2) 8.h4! – Leela Zero very much likes such aggressive ideas involving the advance of the h-pawn.
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		analysis diagram

		

		8…♕c7 9.h5  ♘c6 (9…♘bd7 10.♘df3  J.van Foreest-Kriebel, Prague 2020) 10.♘xc6 ♕xc6 11.h6  Naiditsch-Halkias, Doha rapid 2016.

		6.exf4 0-0

		A normal move. Various alternatives have also been tried:

		A) 6…♘bd7 7.♗d3 c5 8.c3 ♕b6!? (8…0-0 9.0-0  ) 9.♖b1 ♕d6!? 10.g3 (10.♘e5  ) 10…b6 11.0-0 ♗b7 12.♖e1 0-0 13.a3!? (13.b4?! cxb4 14.cxb4 ♖ac8= Nakamura-Aronian, Leuven blitz 2018; 13.♕e2!  ; 13.♘e5!  ) 13…a5 14.♖c1 ♖ac8 15.♕e2  Grischuk-Aronian, Leuven rapid 2018;

		B) 6…♕d6 (attacking the f4-pawn) 7.g3 b6 8.c3!? (8.♗g2  ; 8.♖c1  ) 8…0-0 9.♗d3 ♗a6!? (the exchange of Black’s theoretically bad c8-bishop is a common idea in several openings; if 9…c5 10.♕e2  ) 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♕e2 ♘b8 12.♘e5 (12.a4 c5 13.0-0 ♘c6 14.♘b3 (14.♕e3 ♖ac8 15.♖fd1 ♖fd8 16.♔g2= Skoberne-Kuljasevic, Austria Bundesliga 2018/19) 14…♖ab8= Nakamura-Anand, Leuven blitz 2018) 12…c5 13.♘df3= Carlsen-Anand, Kolkata blitz 2019;

		C) 6…c5 7.dxc5! (already played by Rubinstein in 1922 and in the same year there were several other games with this position. Another, slightly weaker, option is 7.c3 ♕c7 8.g3= Maghsoodloo-V.Gurvich, St Petersburg rapid 2018) 7…♕c7 8.g3 ♕xc5 9.♗d3 ♘c6 (9…0-0 10.0-0 ♘c6 11.a3  Mazé-Townsend, England 4NCL 2015/16) 10.c3 0-0 (10…♗d7 11.♕e2  Moroni-Gilevich, Cosenza 2017; 10…♕b6 11.♕b3  Torre-Vaisser, Platja d’Aro rapid 2018) 11.0-0 and now:

		C1) 11…b5?!.
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		This was the fashionable move for Black in 1922 although it was found to be dubious. White gains a clear advantage after 12.a3, 12.♘b3 or 12.♖e1. Tarrasch-W.Fick, The Hague 1922, continued 12.♘e5!? ♗b7 13.♕e2 b4 (13…a6 14.a4  ) 14.♖ac1 with equality;

		C2) 11…♗d7 12.♘e5 (12.♖e1  ) 12…♖fd8 13.♕e2  Haba-Konopka, Austria tt 2001/02;

		C3) 11…h6 12.♘b3 (12.♖e1  ) 12…♕b6 13.♖e1 ♗d7 14.♕e2  Rubinstein-Tartakower, London 1922.

		D) 6…b6 7.♘e5  Kulovana-Miturova, Prague 2019; 7.c3  .

		7.c3

		A solid move and a normal compo­nent of White’s scheme, although it’s often made in reply to Black’s …c7-c5.

		It seems more promising to play 7.♗d3, which is the most common line and the one used by Carlsen.

		A) 7…♕d6!? 8.g3 b6 9.♕e2!? a5 (9…c5 10.c3 a5 11.0-0 ♗a6 12.♗xa6 ♘xa6  Inarkiev-Sargissian, Moscow 2019) 10.a4!? (10.c3  Ovod-Sebag, Antalya 2019) 10…c5 11.c3 ♗a6 12.♗xa6 ♘xa6 13.0-0 ♘b8=; the game Carlsen-Wang Hao, Moscow rapid 2019, concluded in a draw in 52 moves;

		B) The main (and slightly superior) alternative is 7…b6 8.♕e2 (8.♘e5!? Turner-Adair, Birmingham blitz 2019) 8…c5 (8…a5 has also been played: 9.0-0 ♗a6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6= Tang-Vitiugov, St Petersburg blitz 2018) 9.c3 a5 10.0-0 ♗a6 (the bishop on d3 is a strong piece and it’s a good plan for Black to try to exchange it for his theoretically bad bishop) 11.♗xa6 ♘xa6 12.♘e5 ♘b8 (12…♕d6 13.a3 ♘c7 14.♖fe1= Pähtz-Stefanova, Hangzhou rapid 2019; 12…♘c7 13.♖ad1 ♕c8 14.♖fe1= Duda-Vitiugov, St Petersburg blitz 2018) 13.♘df3 ♕c7= Inarkiev-Matlakov, Moscow blitz 2019.

		The aggressive 7.h4!? has not yet been played in this position but could be interesting, as could 7.g3 and 7.♘e5.

		7…b6 8.h4!?

		Again we see this aggressive move in the style of Leela Zero. For the moment White doesn’t commit the f1-bishop.

		Other options are:

		A) 8.g3 c5 9.♗d3 ♗a6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♕e2 ♘c7 12.0-0 ♘ce8= Pähtz-Stefanova, Internet blitz 2020;

		B) The most common move is 8.♗d3 ♗a6 (8…c5 9.0-0.♗a6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♘e5 ♘c7= Baron-Rodshtein, Biel 2016) 9.♗xa6 ♘xa6 10.♕e2 ♕c8 (10…♘b8 11.0-0 c5 12.♘e5 ♕d6 13.♘df3  Artemiev-Dominguez Perez, Internet rapid 2020) 11.a3 c5 12.0-0 ♘c7= Klaasen-Barrish, Pretoria 2019.
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		8…c5 9.h5!?

		Continuing with the plan of advancing the h-pawn, to create weaknesses in Black’s castled position. Another option is 9.♘e5 ♕d6 10.a3!? Krzyzanowski-N.Petrov, Zadar 2018; 10.♘df3  .

		9…h6

		Black prevents the white pawn from reaching h6, weakening his king position.

		10.♘e5
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		One of the main ideas (not only of the London System but in other similar openings) is to establish a strong knight on e5: from there it controls the centre and the queenside and supports a possible white pawn advance with g4-g5.

		10…♗b7

		Black abandons the plan of exchanging bishops with 10…♗a6?!, as after 11.♗xa6 ♘xa6 12.♕e2 (12.♘df3  ) 12…♘b8 13.g4  White has a very promising position.

		If 10…♕d6!? 11.a3 (11.♘df3  ) 11…cxd4 12.cxd4 ♗a6?! (12…♗b7  ) 13.♗xa6 ♘xa6 14.♕e2 (14.g4!  ) 14…♘b8 15.♖c1  Grischuk-Inarkiev, Internet blitz 2020.

		11.♘df3

		White is lagging in development and his king needs to be more secure for a move like 11.g4 to work. After 11…cxd4 12.cxd4 ♘c6 13.♘xc6 (13.g5 ♘e4=) 13…♗xc6 14.g5 ♘e4 15.gxh6 gxh6 Black has no problems. If 16.♖g1+ ♔h8=.

		11…♘c6
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		12.♘xc6

		An unnecessary exchange. Black’s position is a bit uncomfortable. He has the worse bishop and lacks decent counterplay, and furthermore White can mount a strong attack on the kingside. So it seems better for White to play the immediate 12.♗d3 ♘e7 13.g4  .

		12…♗xc6 13.♗d3

		Following on from his previous move, it seems more logical to continue with 13.♘e5 ♗b7 (13…♗e8!?) 14.♗d3  .

		13…♖c8?!

		Here 13…♕d6 seems to be a better defence:

		A) The natural move would be 14.♘e5 but then Black can equalise with 14…cxd4 15.cxd4 ♗b5!, achieving the exchange of bishops by tactical means after 16.♗xb5 (16.♗c2? ♘e4  ) 16…♕b4+ 17.♕d2 ♕xb5=;

		B) If 14.♕d2 ♗a4!?∞; 14…♘e4 15.♕e3  ;

		C) 14.♕e2 ♖fc8 (the pawn is immune from capture since Black loses material after 14…♕xf4? 15.♘e5 ♗b7 16.g3 ♕g5 17.♘f3 ♕g4 18.♖h4 and the queen is trapped; if 14…cxd4 15.♘xd4  ) 15.g3 (15.♖h4!?; 15.♕e3!?; 15.♘e5 cxd4 16.cxd4 ♘e4=) 15…a5, with a complex position.

		14.♕e2 ♖c7

		The ending after 14…♕d6 15.♕e5 ♕xe5+ 16.fxe5 ♘e4 17.♔e2 is better for White.

		15.a3

		This quiet move fails to contribute much to the position; better was 15.♘e5 ♕e7 16.g4 cxd4 17.cxd4 ♖fc8∞, or (especially) 15.♔f1! ♕d6 16.g3 ♖fc8 (16…cxd4 17.♘xd4  ) 17.♔g2.

		15.♕e3!? was also interesting but on the other hand it seems risky to play 15.0-0-0 c4 (15…♕d6∞) 16.♗c2 b5 17.♘e5 b4, when the position is complex, but Black isn’t worse.

		15…♗a4

		Preventing queenside castling.
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		16.♔f1!?

		White intends artificial castling.

		16…♗b3

		Thanks to the move 15.a3 Black now has this square at his disposal.

		17.♔g1

		If 17.g3 ♗c4 18.♔g2=, but 17.♖e1! was good.

		17…♕d6?!

		A dubious move, at least. It was better to play 17…♗c4 18.♗xc4 dxc4 19.♕xc4!? (19.♖d1!= is simpler) 19…cxd4 20.♕xd4 ♖d7! 21.♕c4 ♖d1+ 22.♔h2! (22.♖xd1? fails to 22…♕xd1+ 23.♕f1 (23.♔h2? ♘g4+) 23…♖d8) 22…♖d5, with equality.

		18.♕d2!

		Now White is slightly better; 18.♕e3  was also good.

		18…a5 19.♖e1 ♖b8
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		20.♖h3

		The rook will take aim at the king­side via the third rank. There was another very interesting option in 20.♖h4!?, to support the g4-g5 advance, with a very promising position for White.

		20…♗a4

		20…b5?! would surely be the natural move, but after 21.dxc5 ♕xc5 22.f5 Black is in difficulties: 22…exf5? fails to 23.♘d4! with a winning advantage for White, since the black kingside is very weak.

		21.♗b1

		Preparing to set up the typical battery of queen and bishop along the b1-h7 diagonal.

		21…♘e4!

		A good practical decision: Black sacrifices a pawn for the sake of eliminating the dangerous bishop.
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		22.♕e3!?

		Too cautious. Giri has a reputation for playing too solidly and avoiding risks, and this game is a good example. It was better either to play 22.dxc5!? ♘xd2 23.cxd6 ♘xf3+ 24.♖xf3 ♖d7 25.f5, with advantage to White, or opt for the critical move, taking the pawn with 22.♗xe4! dxe4 23.♖xe4, since after 23…♗c6 (23…♖d8 24.♘e5  ) 24.♖e2 ♗xf3 25.♖xf3 ♖d8 26.♖d3 ♖cd7 27.♖e5  Black lacks full compensation for the pawn. Furthermore this line involves no risk for White: at worst, Black will draw if White is unable to convert his extra pawn.

		22…b5?

		Of course it was better to support the knight with 22…f5!.
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		23.dxc5!?

		It’s hard to understand why Giri didn’t take the pawn. Once again it isn’t easy to see Black’s compensation after 23.♗xe4! dxe4 24.♕xe4 (24.dxc5 ♖xc5 25.♕xe4  ) 24…b4 25.dxc5 (25.♘e5!?  ) 25…♕xc5 (25…♖xc5 26.axb4 axb4 27.♘e5  ) 26.axb4 axb4 27.♘e5  .

		23…♕xc5 24.♘d4!

		From the positional point of view this is a good move: the knight is well placed on d4 and prevents the exchange of queens.

		The pawn could still be captured, although after the exchange of queens Black would have more drawing chances. After 24.♗xe4 ♕xe3 25.♖xe3 dxe4 26.♖xe4 the best for Black is to try to simplify on the queenside with 26…b4! 27.axb4 axb4 but here 28.♘e5! seems to be a good move for playing for a win (instead, the more or less forced sequence 28.♖xb4 ♖xb4 29.cxb4 ♖c4 30.b3! ♗xb3 31.♘d2 ♖c1+ 32.♔h2 ♗d5 33.♖d3 leaves White with some advantage, but it will be difficult to realise it, since the black pieces are very active): 28…f6 (better than 28…bxc3 29.♖xc3 ♖xc3 30.bxc3 ♗c2 31.♖c4 and here White should win; if we compare this position with the one arising after 28.♖xb4 that we saw earlier, we can see that there is a big difference) 29.♘g6 ♗d1! (the best defence, and of course this wouldn’t have been easy to find in the game) 30.♖xe6 bxc3 (30…♗g4 31.♖e7 ♖xe7 32.♘xe7+ ♔f8 33.♖g3  ) 31.♖xc3 ♖xc3 32.bxc3 ♗xh5 33.♘e7+ (33.f5  ) 33…♔f8 34.♖e3  with winning chances in the ending.

		24…b4 25.axb4 axb4 26.♗xe4 dxe4 27.♕xe4 ♗d7 
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		Finally White has won a pawn. The black bishop is again reduced to playing a defensive role.

		28.g4?

		But this is a blunder that loses all the advantage. Instead, 28.♖g3 was promising, activating the rook and profiting from not having played g2-g3: 28…♕d6 29.♕e5 ♕xe5 30.fxe5  or 28…bxc3 29.♖xc3 ♕a5 30.♕e5  . Also interesting was 28.♘c2!? bxc3 29.♖xc3 ♕d6 30.♘e3  .

		28…♖bc8 29.♖ee3

		Now it’s too late to play 29.♖g3 bxc3 30.♖xc3 (30.bxc3 ♕a5=) 30…♕b4=. If 29.cxb4 ♕xb4 30.♖b3 ♕a5=; or 29.f5 exf5 30.♘xf5 ♗xf5 31.gxf5 bxc3 32.♖xc3 ♕d6=.

		29…♕a5 30.♔h2 ½-½

		White has no advan­tage after 30.♔h2 bxc3 31.bxc3 ♖xc3 32.♖xc3 ♖xc3 33.♖xc3 ♕xc3, since Black regains the pawn with equality.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we’ve seen various examples where Black exchanges the London bishop early on, mainly on g3, after which White, in return, opens the h-file.

		In Game 5 we saw good play on the part of the World Champion Magnus Carlsen, using the move 9.♗b5. This seems better than 9.♗d3, which we looked at in Game 6, since in this type of position it seems best for White to prevent Black from breaking with …e6-e5. So after playing ♗b5 White exchanges this bishop for the knight on c6 and then establishes a strong knight on e5. Often White ends up with a good knight vs the remaining black bishop. Also after ♘e5 White’s queen usually comes out early to f3 or g4 to attack the kingside.

		Black usually castles queenside or leaves the king in the centre; kingside castling is risky with the h-file half-open. For his part, White usually delays castling, waiting to see what Black does. We can see that if Black castles on the queenside White will often castle kingside, to bring about a game with opposite-sides castling, since he will have the better attacking chances.

		Finally, in Game 7 we saw the currently fashionable idea of playing 5.♘bd2, instead of retreating the bishop from f4. This idea isn’t new, having been played by Rubinstein in the early twentieth century. Although after that it continued to be played sporadically, it was only after Carlsen’s adoption of it in 2017 that this idea gained great popularity.

		In this variation with the exchange of bishops on f4 White gains the half-open e-file and dominates the e5-square – where the white knight normally goes – and also at some point White might have the pawn break f4-f5. Admittedly this line doesn’t promise as complicated a game as the alternatives, but of course it’s a solid set-up and easy to play. It can also be handled in an aggressive way with h2-h4, as played by Carlsen and Giri in the model game, and it’s an alternative to the traditional retreat of the bishop to g3 that is definitely worth considering.

		

	
		

		LESSON 4

		

		An interesting scheme with f2-f4

		

		In this lesson we’re going to look at an alternative to the traditional London System. It’s based on a special move-order, delaying the development of the knight to f3. The idea is that after Black’s usual …♗d6, White is going to play ♗xd6, followed by f2-f4, setting up a version of the Stonewall, which in theory should be good for White since we’ve exchanged our theoretically bad bishop for the opponent’s good one.

		White’s main idea is to strengthen control of e5. The move f2-f4 also allows the rook to be deployed via f3 to g3 or h3, to attack on the kingside. The queen usually goes to f3 while White’s king’s knight has the option of developing to h3, with the idea of playing ♘f2, to control the e4-square.

		This is a good alternative to have in your repertoire, varying it with the normal London System, so as to be able to surprise our opponents. It should be said that this scheme has been played by such strong players as Kramnik, Kamsky and Duda.

		

		Game 8 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Vadim Alekseev 2440

		

		Sergey Sarichev 2234

		

		Minsk 2000 (1)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 ♘f6 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♗d3
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		This is the correct move-order for White to be able to play the line under discussion.

		The alternative would be 6.♘gf3.

		6…♗d6 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4
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		Here we have the main position of this variation and the subject of this lesson. Black has several options which we shall proceed to analyse.

		8…♗d7

		One of the most common responses. The idea is to quickly activate the bad c8-bishop; normally Black wants to move the knight from c6 and then bring the bishop to b5. Other options:

		A) The most frequent reply, 8…cxd4, we will see in a later game;

		B) 8…0-0 9.♘h3! b6 10.0-0 (10.♕e2  ) 10…♗b7 11.♕f3!? (11.♕e2  ; 11.g4!  ) and now:

		B1) 11…cxd4?! 12.exd4 a5  Karlik-Mojzis, Nachod 2006;

		B2) 11…♘e7 12.♘f2 (12.g4!) 12…♘d7 13.g4∞ Castaldo-Di Benedetto, Alessandria 2018;

		B3) 11…a5 12.♘f2! (12.♔h1?! ♗a6 (12…a4) 13.♗xa6 ♖xa6= Belotelov-Chirila, Obrenovac 2008) 12…♘d7 13.♕h3  Vunder-Goganov, St Petersburg rapid 2016.

		C) 8…b6 9.♘gf3 (9.♘h3!?) 9…♗b7 (9…cxd4 10.♘xd4 (10.cxd4 0-0 11.♘e5=) 10…♘xd4 11.cxd4=) 10.♘e5 0-0 11.g4  Grigoryan-Rego, Lisbon 2020;

		D) 8…♖b8!? 9.♘gf3  Polyakova-Mednikova, Kaunas 2012;

		E) 8…h6 9.♘gf3 g5!? (an aggressive idea, which it’s important to remember how to counter. However, it seems better to play 9…b6 10.♘e5 ♗b7 11.0-0  Marino Bravo-Cuenca Jimenez, Linares rapid 2019; 11.♕f3!?  ).
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		analysis diagram

		

		E1) It’s bad to play 10.fxg5? hxg5, which allows Black to equalise (the threat is …g5-g4), when 11.♘xg5 fails to 11…♖xh2  ;

		E2) 10.g3 gxf4 (or 10…♗d7 11.a3!? (11.♘e5!  ) 11…a5 12.♕e2  Samusenko-Lobanov, St Petersburg 2017; or 10…♘g4 11.♕e2  Vojta-Dzikowski, Tatranska Lomnica 2017) 11.gxf4 (11.exf4! cxd4 12.cxd4 ♗d7 13.0-0  ) 11…cxd4 12.cxd4 ♖g8  Terrieux-Lagarde, Orsay blitz 2018;

		E3) 10.♕e2 is the move I prefer: 10…♗d7 (10…gxf4 11.dxc5 ♕xc5 12.exf4  ) 11.0-0 gxf4 12.exf4 cxd4 13.♘xd4 0-0-0 14.b4  ;

		E4) 10.0-0 gxf4 11.exf4 ♕xf4 (11…cxd4 12.♘xd4 ♗d7 13.♘b5 ♕c5+ 14.♔h1 0-0-0 15.♕e2  ) with a further crossroads:

		E41) 12.♔h1!? ♘g4
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		analysis diagram

		

		13.♕e2? (White is losing the thread of the position. Here 13.♕e1! was better, e.g. 13…cxd4 14.cxd4 h5 15.♕h4 ♕h6 16.♘b3 ♘e3 17.♖fe1 ♘e7 18.♘e5 ♘7f5 19.♕h3, and White has very good compensation for the pawn) 13…cxd4 14.♗b5? (14.cxd4 ♘xd4 15.♕e1! ♖g8  ) 14…♗d7 (14…dxc3 15.bxc3 ♕e3–+) 15.h3 (15.cxd4  ) 15…♘e3 16.♗xc6?! (16.♖f2  ) 16…♗xc6 17.♘xd4 ♘xf1 18.♖xf1 ♕d6–+ Perez Ponsa-Lalith, Doha blitz 2016;

		E42) It’s better to play 12.♕e2! ♘g4 13.dxc5 (if 13.h3 ♕e3+ (13…c4 14.♗b1 h5 15.hxg4 hxg4 16.♘h4 ♕g3 (16…♘xd4!? 17.♕e1 ♕h6 18.g3  ) 17.♘f5! ♕h2+ 18.♔f2  ) 14.♕xe3 ♘xe3 15.♖fe1 cxd4 16.cxd4 ♘c4 17.♘xc4 dxc4 18.♗xc4 0-0  ) 13…♕e3+ 14.♕xe3 ♘xe3 15.♖fe1 ♘g4 16.b4  .
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		9.a3

		One of the most common moves in this position.

		A) White would like to play the normal 9.♘gf3, but this runs into counterplay from Black after 9…cxd4 10.cxd4 (White can’t recapture with the e-pawn due to 10.exd4 ♕xf4  , and it’s also bad to play 10.♘xd4 e5 11.♘xc6 bxc6  ) 10…♘b4 (the usual move, but there is a better move-order in 10…♘g4! 11.♕e2 ♘b4 12.♗b1 ♖c8) 11.♗b1 ♗b5 12.♘e5 ♖c8 (12…♕a6? 13.♕b3  Tratar-Banusz, Nova Gorica 2017) 13.a3 ♘c6 14.♔f2=;

		B) Another option is 9.g3!? ♘e7 (9…0-0-0?! 10.♕e2  Agdestein-Holm, Helsingor 2017) 10.♘gf3 (10.♕e2!=) 10…♘f5= Pitschka-Lindgren, Germany Bundesliga B 2018/19 or 10…♕b6  ;

		C) White’s best move now is 9.♘h3!.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This idea strengthens the variation. From h3 the knight defends the f4-pawn, which will enable White to recapture on d4 with the e-pawn; furthermore it doesn’t impede the passage of White’s queen or rook to the kingside via f3: the knight can go to f2, in order to control e4, or to g5 to attack the king.

		C1) 9…0-0-0 10.0-0 ♔b8 11.♖b1!? (11.♘f3?! ♘g4 12.♕e2  Viñal Gutierrez-Glavina, Spain tt-2 2018; 11.♘g5!  ) 11…♗c8 (11…h6=) 12.♕e2  Romero Holmes-Alonso Moyano, Barcelona tt 2019;

		C2) 9…0-0 10.0-0 (10.♘f3 ♖ab8 11.0-0= Mauerhofer-Velicka, Bern 1998) 10…♘e8?! (10…♘e7=) 11.♔h1?! (11.e4  ) 11…f6 12.♕h5 (12.dxc5 ♕xc5 13.e4  ) 12…g6 13.♕h6 ♘g7?! (13…♘e7∞) 14.g4  Moldovanenko-Butsenko, Odessa 2001; 14.e4!  ;

		C3) 9…♘e7 has also been played: 10.♕e2 (10.0-0?! ♕b6= V.Kovacevic-Rajkovic, Medulin tt 1983; 10.♘f3!  ; 10.a4!?) 10…♕b6 11.♖b1 (11.♘f3!  ) 11…♘c8 12.0-0 ♘d6= Hautot-Admiraal, Wachtebeke 2016.

		9…cxd4

		Now this exchange makes less sense, since White can recapture with the c-pawn without fear of the black knight jumping to b4. In fact, that’s the purpose of the move 9.a3, although in addition, a2-a3 threatens the advance b2-b4 at some moment.

		A) The most common move, which is also considered to be Black’s best, is 9…♘e7.
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		analysis diagram

		

		10.♘gf3 (10.♕e2, 10.♘h3!? and 10.g4!? are all good alternatives) 10…♕b6 11.♖b1 (11.b4?! cxd4 12.cxd4 ♗b5  Nyzhnyk-Naroditsky, PRO League rapid 2017) 11…♗b5 12.♗xb5+ ♕xb5 13.♕e2= Duda-Dziuba, Katowice blitz 2017;

		B) Another option is 9…0-0 10.♘gf3 ♘e8?! (10…♘e7=) 11.0-0 (11.♘e5!  ) 11…f6?!  Winants-Hautot, Belgium tt 2000/01.

		10.cxd4 ♖c8

		A) 10…♘e7 has also been played here – again this idea seems the best for Black:

		A1) 11.♕e2 ♕b6 12.♘gf3 (if 12.♖b1?! ♘f5 13.♘h3 ♘d6 14.♘f2  Sergeev-Kononenko, Alushta tt 2009) 12…♘f5 13.♘e5 ♘d6 14.0-0 (or 14.♘xd7 ♘xd7 15.♘f3  Martini-Gonda, Budapest 2017; 14.a4?! a5? (14…♕xb2  ) 15.0-0 0-0 16.g4∞ Melkumyan-Peek, Douglas 2016) 14…♗b5 15.♗xb5+ ♕xb5 16.♕xb5+ ♘xb5 17.♖ac1  ;

		A2) 11.g4!? h6= Szabolcsi-Gjuran, Hungary tt-2 2013/14;

		A3) 11.♘gf3 ♕b6 (11…♘g4 12.♕e2 ♘f5=) 12.♕b3 (it isn’t clear that White gains sufficient compen­sation after 12.♕e2!? ♕xb2 13.0-0 0-0 14.a4 (14.♘e5!?  ) 14…♕b6!? (14…♖fc8  ) 15.♘e5 ♖fc8 16.a5 ♕d8 17.g4 ♗e8  Sengupta-Fedorchuk, Porticcio 2019; 17…♘e8  ) 12…♕xb3 13.♘xb3= Moiseenko-Loginov, Jyväskylä 2017.

		B) Of course the natural 10…0-0 is also good: 11.♘gf3 and now:

		B1) 11…♘g4!?.
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		analysis diagram

		

		This sets a trap, since White apparently wins a pawn after 12.♗xh7+!? (12.♕e2  is better) 12…♔xh7 (12…♔h8!? 13.♘e5 ♘xe3=) 13.♘g5+ ♔g8 14.♕xg4 f6 15.♘gf3 e5! (15…♘e7!? 16.0-0 ♖ac8 also provides good compensation) 16.dxe5 fxe5 17.fxe5 ♘xe5 18.♕d4 ♘xf3+ 19.gxf3 ♖ac8, with excellent compensation for the sacrificed pawn;

		B2) 11…♖ac8 12.♘e5  Zaitseva-Blagojevic, Moscow tt 2007;

		B3) 11…♖fc8 12.♘e5 ♘e7 13.g4  Alekseev-Sakaev, Sochi rapid 2017;

		B4) 11…♘e7 12.♘e5 (12.0-0 ♗c6 13.♘e5 ♘d7?! (13…♖ac8=) 14.♕h5  Kamsky-Wang Yue, Beijing blitz 2013) 12…♕b6?! (12…♖ac8= M.Diaz-Pierrot, Buenos Aires 2019) 13.♕b3! (13.g4 ♗b5= Cruz-Trepat Herranz, Barcelona tt 2016) 13…♕d6 (13…♕xb3 14.♘xb3  ) 14.g4  Romero Holmes-Zambrana, Bogota 2010.

		11.♘gf3
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		11…♘a5?

		The knight will be badly placed on the edge, a long way from the centre and the kingside.

		Better are:

		A) 11…♘g4! 12.♕e2 f6 (if 12…f5 13.0-0 (13.h3 ♘f6 14.♘e5  Meshkov-Bogdanov, Yerevan 2016) 13…0-0 14.♘e5  Wirig-Savchenko, Metz 2006) 13.h3 ♘h6= Bimpson-Findlay, England 4NCL 2016/17;

		B) 11…♘e7 12.♘e5 (12.♕e2 ♕b6= Palchun-Shchukin, St Petersburg 2017) 12…♕b6 13.0-0?! (13.♕b3  ) 13…♗b5  Gomez Ledo-Martin Duque, Lorca 2018.

		12.♕e2?!

		12.♘e5! is better, e.g. 12…a6 (12…b5 13.♕e2 ♘c4 14.0-0 0-0 15.♘b3  Tran Minh Thang-Pham Chuong, Ho Chi Minh City 2015) 13.b4 ♘c4? (13…♘c6  ) 14.♘exc4 dxc4 15.♗xc4  Paraschiv-Vasiesiu, Romania tt 2017.

		12…0-0

		Or 12…♗a4 13.0-0 0-0  Nguyen-Wieser, Graz 2017.

		13.0-0 a6 14.♘e5!?

		Centralising the knight on the strong e5-square is a natural plan, although it was also good to play 14.b4 ♘c6 (14…♘c4 15.♘xc4 dxc4 16.♗xc4  ) 15.♘b3 first, when White is aiming his knights at the squares e5 and c5, with the better position.
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		14…b5?!

		14…♗a4! was better (with the idea of playing …♗c2) 15.♖ac1  .

		15.♖f3!

		One of the typical ideas of the Stonewall Attack is to lift the rook to the third rank and deploy it on the kingside on g3 or h3. In this type of position, attacking the enemy king is usually the best plan for White. He has a space advantage, a strong knight on e5 and a very dangerous bishop on d3, aiming at h7. The additional possibility of transferring a rook and the queen to the kingside means that White has good chances of a successful attack against the enemy’s castled position.

		15…♘c4 16.♖h3! g6

		The pawn can’t be captured, in view of 16…♘xb2 17.♗xh7+ ♘xh7 18.♕h5, with unstoppable mate. 16…h6 is not good either, e.g. 17.g4 ♘xd2 (17…♘xb2 18.g5 ♘xd3 19.gxf6+–) 18.♕xd2 ♘e4 19.♗xe4 dxe4 20.g5  .

		17.♘df3!

		The knight is heading for g5, to include more pieces in the attack against the enemy king.

		17…♔g7 18.♘g5

		The knight arrives in the attack zone, but it was better to play 18.g4! ♕e7 19.g5 ♘e4 20.♘xc4 (20.♖h6!?  ) 20…bxc4 21.♗xe4 dxe4 22.♘e5 ♗e8 (22…♗b5 23.a4  ) 23.♕c2  .
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		18…♗e8

		Here 18…h6? fails to 19.♖xh6! ♔xh6 20.♘gxf7+. The best defence was 18…♕e7! 19.♕f2 ♗e8 20.♕h4 h5 21.g4 ♘xe5 (21…♘xb2 22.gxh5 ♘xh5 23.f5 exf5 24.♗xf5  ) 22.dxe5 ♘xg4 and now:
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		analysis diagram

		

		23.♗xg6! fxg6 24.♕xg4! ♗d7 (24…hxg4 25.♖h7+ ♔g8 26.♖xe7+–) 25.♕e2  .

		19.♘g4!

		Trying to eliminate the f6-knight, the best defender of the black king.

		19…♘h5?!

		19…♖h8 20.♘xf6 ♔xf6 21.♖xh7  was a bit better.
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		20.♘xh7!

		As was to be expected, White wins material by means of tactics. The black position was very fragile.

		20…♖h8

		White’s attack was winning after 20…♔xh7 21.♘f6+! (21.♖xh5+ ♔g7 22.♖h3) 21…♔g7 22.♘xh5+ ♔g8 (22…gxh5 23.♕xh5) 23.f5! exf5 (23…gxh5 24.♕xh5; 23…gxf5 24.♘f6+ ♔g7 25.♕h5) 24.♗xf5! ♖c6 (24…gxf5 25.♖f1 ♖c6 26.♖xf5 ♗d7 27.♖g5+) 25.b3 ♘b6 26.♕g4 and Black could resign.

		21.♘g5 ♘xf4?

		A decisive mistake. It was better to play 21…♕e7 22.♖c1 ♖c7 23.♘f2 and although White maintains a winning advantage, a struggle still lies ahead.

		22.exf4 ♕xf4 23.♖xh8 ♔xh8
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		Now it appears that Black has some counterplay, since he’s attacking the knight on g5 and the pawn on d4, but White has calculated further and now concludes the game with…

		24.♘xe6! fxe6 25.♕xe6 ♕xd4+

		There is no defence. If 25…♘d6 26.♘e5 ♕e3+ 27.♔f1! ♖c1+ 28.♖xc1 ♕xc1+ 29.♔e2 ♕xb2+ 30.♔f3 ♕xa3 31.♕e7.

		26.♔h1 ♘b6

		Or 26…♘d6 27.♖f1 ♗f7 28.♕xd6 ♕xg4 29.♕f6+. If 26…♕xd3 27.♕xc8.

		27.♘f6

		The final blow.
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		27…♕xd3?

		A serious mistake in time pressure; the position was also lost after 27…♗c6 28.♕h3+ ♔g7 29.♕h7+! ♔xf6 30.♖f1+ ♔e6 31.♕xg6+ ♔d7 32.♖f7+ ♔d8 33.♕d6+ ♘d7 34.♖f8 mate. The least bad option was 27…♗d7 28.♘xd7 ♘xd7 29.♕xd7+–.

		28.♕g8#

		

		Game 9 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Vladimir Kramnik 2801

		

		Nils Grandelius 2649

		

		Stavanger 2016 (9)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 e6 4.c3 c5 5.♘d2 ♘c6 6.♗d3 ♗d6 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4
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		Here we have the Stonewall Attack set-up that we are studying.

		8…cxd4 9.cxd4 0-0

		Again a natural move. If 9…♘b4 10.♗e2!? (10.♗b1=) and now:

		A) 10…♗d7?! 11.a3 ♘c6 12.♘gf3  ;

		B) 10…h6 11.a3 ♘c6 12.♗d3  Wolter-Petrisor, Germany tt-2 2018/19; 12.♘gf3  ;

		C) 10…♕b6 11.♕b3 ♗d7 12.a3 ♘c6 13.♕xb6 axb6  V.Kovacevic-Beliavsky, Plovdiv tt 1983.

		An interesting idea is to attack the b2-pawn again with 9…♕b4!?
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		analysis diagram

		

		10.♕b3 (if 10.♖b1 ♗d7 (10…♘e4? 11.♗xe4 dxe4 12.a3 ♕a5 13.♘e2  Van den Doel-J.C.Schröder, Belgium tt 2016/17; 10…♕b6!?) 11.a3 ♕b6 12.♘gf3 (12.♘e2!?) 12…♘e7= Torre-Karimov, Ashkhabad 2017) 10…♕xb3 11.♘xb3 ♘b4 12.♗b1 b6 13.a3 ♘c6 14.♗d3 ♗b7 15.♘d2 ♖c8 16.♘gf3 ♘e7 17.♔e2 ♘f5 18.♖hc1=.

		9…♗d7 transposes to the same positions that we saw in the previous game with 8…♗d7.

		10.a3

		Controlling the b4-square, which is important in this set-up, as we have seen. After the natural 10.♘gf3 the move 10…♘g4! is unpleasant (10…♘e7= is also good), e.g. 11.♕e2 (once again it isn’t good for White to win a pawn with 11.♗xh7+?! ♔xh7 12.♘g5+ ♔g8 13.♕xg4 f6 14.♘gf3 ♘b4! as Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn) 11…♘b4 12.♗b1 b6 and Black is fine.

		10…♘e7

		This is usually a good move in this set-up. Other options are 10…b6 11.♘h3 (11.♘gf3 ♗b7 12.0-0 ♘e7=) 11…♗b7 12.g4 ♘e7 13.♘f2, with a complex position, and 10…b5?! 11.♘gf3  Rohrmüller-Krause, Ratzeburg 1997.

		11.♘gf3

		Again the plan of 11.g4!? is interes­ting, e.g. 11…♗d7 12.g5 (12.♔f2!?) 12…♘e8∞ Billio- C.Schröder, cr 2013.

		Also 11.♕e2 ♕b6 (11…♗d7 12.♘gf3= Ivarsson-Kizatbay, Helsingor 2018) 12.♘b1 (12.♘gf3!? ♕xb2 13.0-0  ) 12…♘e4 13.♘f3= Velker-Gonzalez, cr 2017.

		11…♕b6!?

		It seems better to play 11…♘f5 12.♕e2 ♗d7 (12…♘g4!? looks tempting, but White can play 13.♘f1 (13.♗xf5 exf5 14.h3 ♘f6=) 13…♕b6 14.♘e5=; 14.h3 ♘gxe3!? (14…♘f6=) 15.♘xe3 ♘g3 16.♕f2 ♘xh1 17.♕h4 h6 18.0-0-0 with a complicated position) 13.0-0 (13.♘e5!?) 13…h5!? 14.♘e5∞ Drazic-Markovic, Novi Sad 2018.

		Also possible is 11…b6 12.♘e5 (12.0-0=) 12…a5 13.g4 ♗a6 14.♗xa6 ♖xa6= Mavares Parra-Graterol, cr 2018.

		12.♕b3!
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		This move is best. The position after the exchange of queens is easier to play with white.

		12…♕xb3 13.♘xb3 b6

		Necessary to prevent the knight jumping to c5, as well as to be able to develop the c8-bishop.

		14.♖c1

		It was interesting to play 14.♔e2 immediately.

		14…♗d7?!

		Rather slow. If 14…♘f5 15.♔d2 ♘g4!? 16.♗xf5 exf5 17.♖c7 and although the game is equal, it seems easier to play with white; or 14…a5 15.♘bd2 ♗a6 16.♗xa6 ♖xa6 17.♔e2=.

		15.♔e2

		15.♘e5  seems slightly better.

		15…♘c8?!
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		Heading for the d6-square, in order to control e4, although it seems a bit artificial. But 15…♖fc8 16.♘e5 ♗e8 17.♗a6 ♖xc1 18.♖xc1 ♘e4 19.♖c7 is quite unpleasant for Black.

		Perhaps 15…♘e8!? would have been an interesting defence.

		16.♘e5  ♗a4 17.♘d2

		The knight was no longer serving any purpose on b3. From d2 it controls e4 and can go to f3.

		17…♘d6 18.b3

		18.g4 was also interesting, and now Black must play 18…♖fc8 (if Black tries to exchange the bishop he remains worse after 18…♗b5? 19.♗xb5 ♘xb5 20.g5 ♘e4 21.♘xe4 dxe4 22.a4 ♘d6 23.♖c7  ) 19.g5  .

		18…♗b5

		Black manages to exchange his theoretically bad bishop, but this is not the end of his problems.

		19.♗xb5 ♘xb5 20.a4 ♘d6 21.♖c6!
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		White prepares to dominate the open c-file; furthermore the c6-square is weak and he can invade the seventh rank. Also, with an eye on an endgame the white king is better placed than the black monarch.

		21…♖fd8 22.♖a1!?

		White wants to open more files on the queenside. There was nothing wrong with the natural 22 ♖hc1 ♖dc8 (22…♖ac8?? 23.♖xd6+–) 23.g4, with a favourable position.

		22…♘fe8 23.a5! f6!

		Or 23…bxa5 24.♖xa5  .
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		24.axb6

		It was better not to exchange and instead play 24.♘d3 ♖dc8 25.♘b4 ♖xc6 26.♘xc6 ♘c7 27.♔d3 ♔f8 28.e4 dxe4+ 29.♘xe4 with a slight advantage.

		24…axb6 25.♖xa8 ♖xa8 26.♘d7

		Black has managed to free his position somewhat, but his knights are quite tied down. With the attack on b6 White keeps the initiative.

		26…b5 27.♘c5 ♔f7
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		28.e4!?

		White opens the centre with this pawn break. Another option was to gain space on the kingside with 28.g4 ♔e7 29.h4.

		28…dxe4 29.♘dxe4 ♘xe4

		Active defence with 29…♖a2+ was better and after 30.♔f3 ♘f5! with a good counterattack, e.g. 31.♘xe6 ♘h4+ 32.♔g4 ♘xg2 33.♘c3 ♖d2 34.♘d5 (34.f5 g6=) 34…♖d3 35.f5 g6, with equality.

		30.♘xe4 ♖a2+ 31.♔f3 ♖b2 32.♘c5

		Now White can keep applying pressure, thanks to his more active knight.

		32…g5

		Or 32…♖d2 33.♖xe6 ♖xd4 34.♖b6 ♘d6 35.♘b7  .

		33.♖b6?!

		In time pressure the mistakes start to come. It was better to play 33.fxg5 fxg5 34.h3 h5 35.♖b6 ♘f6 36.♖xb5, but after 36…g4+ 37.hxg4 hxg4+ 38.♔g3 ♘d5 Black has counterplay.
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		33…gxf4?

		A serious mistake that leaves Black in great difficulties. Instead, 33…g4+! would have led to equality, e.g. 34.♔xg4 (34.♔g3 ♘g7=) 34…♖xg2+ 35.♔f3 ♖xh2 36.♘xe6 h5 37.d5 ♖d2 38.♖xb5 ♘d6 and Black is holding.

		34.♖b7+! ♔g6 35.♘xe6

		35.♖xb5 ♘d6 36.♖b6 ♘f5 37.♘xe6 was also very advantageous for White.

		35…♔f5 36.♘c5!
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		It’s important to protect the b3-pawn and now White can even create some mating ideas.

		36…♖c2?

		This loses easily. Black could have offered more resistance with 36…♖d2 37.♖d7 b4 38.h3 h5 39.♖d5+ ♔g6 40.♘e6 ♖d3+ 41.♔xf4 ♘g7 (41…♖xb3 42.♖d7+–) 42.♘xg7 ♔xg7 43.♖xh5 ♖xb3 44.♖b5  .

		37.♘e4! ♘c7 38.♖b6 ♘d5?

		This hastens Black’s defeat, although there was no salvation in 38…♘e8 either; after 39.♖xb5+ ♔g6 40.♖b8 ♔f7 41.b4 White wins.

		39.♖d6

		Black resigned, since if he moves the knight he gets mated. That just leaves 39…♖c3+ 40.♘xc3 ♘xc3 41.♖b6, but the ending is easily won for White.

		

		Summary

		We have seen an interesting alternative to the traditional London System, a scheme related to the Stonewall Attack (or Dutch Stonewall with reversed colours) which is based on delaying the development of the g1- knight and playing 6.♗d3 instead. The idea is that after 6…♗d6, instead of retreating the bishop to g3, we play 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4, reaching a good Stone­wall set-up, since our theoretically bad bishop has been exchanged.

		In Game 8 we saw the move 8…♗d7 and various other alternatives for Black. White has the option of continuing with 9.a3, controlling the important b4-square, or playing the very interesting 9.♘h3 which, as we saw, has some advantages in comparison with the variations with ♘f3. In the model game Black went wrong in moving his knight to a5 and White was able to successfully implement the typical plan of the Stonewall Attack

		In Game 9 we saw the immediate exchange in the centre with 8…cxd4. We also analysed the different options for both sides and saw that even after an early exchange of queens Black’s problems don’t disappear. Objectively the engine gives equality, but the white position is much more comfortable and easier to play. Kramnik kept putting pressure on, little by little, and improving his pieces for the endgame. Eventually he induced some errors from his opponent and finally he prevailed, with a good demonstration of technique.

		

		This scheme doesn’t promise as complicated a game as in the main lines, but it leads to positions that are quite solid and easy to play for White. Hence, this is a good option to include in your repertoire and alternate with the main line.

		

	
		

		LESSON 5

		

		Typical attacks in the London System

		

		In this lesson we’re going to see some typical attacking games using the London System, which is more dangerous than many players think. There are certain positions in particular where there are great opportunities for launching very powerful attacks. There is a general impression that the London System is an opening for playing solidly or for a draw and often the player with black lowers his guard and ends up receiving an unpleasant surprise.

		We’re going to see one of the most typical attacks, based on the sacrifice of the bishop on h7, known as the Greek Gift. This occurs quite often and allows White to launch a devastating attack. It can arise in various positions.

		We’ll also see some typical London System attacks involving the advance of the kingside pawns, as well as a type of attack common not only in the London System but also in other openings, such as the Torre and the Stonewall Attack, based on playing ♘e5 and f2-f4, followed by transferring a rook or the queen to the kingside.

		We’ll begin with a quite common tactical idea when Black plays …d7-d5, in the style of the Queen’s Gambit. Even though the tactic is now quite well known, players at all levels keep falling for it.

		

		Game 10 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Gata Kamsky 2709

		

		Samuel Shankland 2611

		

		Sturbridge 2014 (4)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.c3

		Our usual response when Black plays …c7-c5 is c2-c3, to support the centre.

		4…♘c6 5.♘f3 d5 6.♘bd2 ♗d6 7.♗g3

		The bishop on f4 is one of the key pieces in the London System. We shouldn’t allow it to be exchanged without receiving something in return. Thus the idea of ♗g3 is to gain the half-open h-file in the event of an exchange on g3.

		7…0-0 8.♗d3
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		This is one of the key positions of this variation. Black has several options at this point and White should prevent Black from playing …e6-e5.

		8…♕e7

		One of the traditional lines, together with 8…♖e8 (both aimed at implementing the advance …e6-e5). Currently the most fashionable line for Black is 8…b6.

		9.♘e5

		Placing a knight on e5 is one of the main ideas when Black plays systems with …d7-d5 and, in addition, in this case we prevent Black’s …e6-e5 pawn break.

		9…♘d7

		Black continues with his typical plan of expelling the annoying knight from e5 and here he threatens to play …f7-f6, but White now makes use of an unexpected sequence of moves, which are all very strong.

		Not at all satisfactory is 9…♗xe5 10.dxe5 ♘d7 11.f4 f6 12.♗h4!? (12.♘f3  ; 12.♕h5  ) 12…♕f7? (12…♕e8=) 13.exf6 ♘xf6 (13…gxf6 14.e4  ) 14.0-0  Kramnik-Rasmussen, Berlin blitz 2015.
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		10.♘xd7! ♗xd7?!

		This natural move is dubious here. If Black had been able to see what lay in store he would have recaptured with 10…♕xd7. Now White can force a draw if he wants with 11.♗xd6 ♕xd6 12.dxc5 (12.f4 cxd4 13.cxd4 ♗d7 14.a3 ♘e7= Korpa-Banusz, Austria Bundesliga 2019/20) 12…♕xc5 13.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 14.♕h5+ ♔g8 15.♘e4! g6 16.♕g5 ♕e7 17.♘f6+ ♔g7 18.♘h5+ ♔h7 19.♘f6+ ♔g7 20.♘h5+, with a draw.

		If White wants to play for a win then he can opt for either 11.0-0 b6 (11…♗xg3 12.hxg3 ♕e7 13.f4  Mousavi-Gholami, Tehran 2017) 12.♗xd6 ♕xd6 13.f4  (Grischuk-Hammer, Stavanger 2015) or 11.dxc5 ♗xc5 12.0-0  (Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Magalashvili, Batumi 2018).

		11.♗xd6! ♕xd6 12.dxc5 ♕xc5
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		This whole sequence of exchanges, which seems to favour Black, is justified by a line developed in his home analysis by grandmaster Eric Prié, one of the greatest specialists in the London System. You might be surprised when we tell you plainly that Black is already lost now.

		Here White has one of the tactical shots that every London System player should know and it’s surprising that a strong 2600+ (currently 2700+) player was unfamiliar with this idea, which was already popular:

		13.♗xh7+!!

		And once again a thematic bishop sacrifice on h7, although in this position it appears that White has few attacking pieces available. Nevertheless…:

		13…♔xh7 14.♕h5+ ♔g8 15.♘e4!
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		The key to White’s idea. Owing to the pin, the knight gains a crucial tempo by attacking the black queen and is thus able to reach the critical square g5, from where it will mount a decisive attack.

		15…♕c4

		There is no defence. 15…♕b5 is answered similarly with 16.♘g5 ♖fd8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.0-0-0!, while 15…g6 also loses after 16.♘xc5 gxh5 17.♘xd7 ♖fc8 18.♘f6+ ♔f8 19.♘xh5 Hoang Thanh Trang-Stefanova, Riyadh blitz 2017.

		16.♘g5 ♖fd8

		If 16…♕d3 then 17.e4 ♖fd8 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♖d1 ♕b5 20.a4 ♕a6 (20…♕xa4 21.0-0 ♘e5 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.f4 ♘c4 24.♕f7+ ♔h8 25.♖d3) 21.f4 ♘e7 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.♖f1 dxe4 24.♕f7+ ♔h8 25.♕xe7; or 16…♖fe8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ (18.♕xd7) 18…♔g8 19.♖d1.

		17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ ♔g8
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		19.♖d1!

		In the stem game of this line, Prié played 19.♕f7+ ♔h8 20.h4, which also wins, but Kamsky’s move is better. Now after 20…♘e5 there followed 21.♕h5+ ♔g8 22.0-0-0! ♕xa2 23.♕h7+ ♔f8 24.♕h8+ ♔e7 25.♕xg7+ ♔d6 26.♘e4+ ♔c6 27.♕xe5 Prié-Svetushkin, France tt 2009.

		19…e5 20.♕f7+

		20.f4! exf4 21.♕f7+ ♔h8 22.♖xd5 also wins.

		20…♔h8 21.e4

		Or 21.h4! ♕g4 22.♕g6 ♔g8 (22…♗f5 23.♘f7+ ♔g8 24.♘h6+ ♔h8 25.♕xf5 ♕xf5 26.♘xf5) 23.♕h7+ ♔f8 Gorovets-Niemann, Philadelphia 2018.

		21…♘e7

		21…♘b4!? also loses after 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.♕h7+ ♔f8 24.♕h8+ ♔e7 25.♕xg7+ ♔d6 26.cxb4 ♕xb4+ 27.♔f1.

		22.♕xe7 ♗b5
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		23.♖d2!

		Defending against the mate.

		Now White’s threats are unstoppable.

		23…♕xa2

		If 23…d4 then 24.♕xe5 dxc3 25.♕xc3 ♕xc3 26.bxc3 and White wins.

		24.♕f7 ♕a1+

		Or 24…♖d6 25.♕f5 ♖h6 26.♘f7+ ♔g8 27.♘xh6+, with a winning advantage.

		25.♖d1 ♕xb2
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		Now White launches the final assault; it’s a forced win now.

		26.♕h5+ ♔g8 27.♕h7+ ♔f8 28.♕h8+ ♔e7 29.♕xg7+ ♔d6 30.♖xd5+ ♔c6 31.♕f6+

		Shankland resigned without waiting for 31…♔c7 32.♘e6+ ♔b6 33.♘xd8+.

		

		Game 11 Jobava Attack

		

		Baadur Jobava 2673

		

		Alexey Sarana 2432

		

		Minsk rapid 2015 (11)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 d5 3.♗f4
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		This is the so-called Jobava Attack, a cross between the Richter-Veresov Attack and the London System, popularised by the strong and creative Georgian GM Baadur Jobava, and with which he has gained many victories. At present it’s quite popular and we studied it deeply in Chapter 8 of our previous book on the London System.

		3…e6 4.e3 ♗e7 5.♘f3 0-0 6.♗d3 c5 7.dxc5

		This is necessary to prevent …c5-c4, when White would have to move the bishop from d3.

		7…♗xc5 8.0-0 ♗d7!?

		The most popular and rather better move is 8…♘c6, e.g. 9.e4 dxe4 10.♘xe4 ♘xe4 11.♗xe4 ♕f6 12.♕c1! (12.♗g5?! ♕xb2  Jobava-Malakhov, Warsaw rapid 2013) 12…e5 13.♗g5 ♕d6 14.♖d1  Nabaty-Murtazin, Palic 2016.

		9.e4

		White wants to open the centre quickly.
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		9…dxe4?!

		Again, 9…♘c6 is better.

		10.♘xe4 ♘xe4?

		This already gives White a decisive advantage. It was essential to play 10…♗e7 11.♘xf6+ ♗xf6 12.♘e5, although White would have a clear advantage.

		11.♗xe4

		White now has a double threat against which Black is unable to defend. One very obvious one is the threat to capture on b7 and the other is to sacrifice the bishop on h7, known as the Greek Gift, which isn’t quite so easy to see.

		11…♗c6
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		A natural move, defending b7, which is the real threat that Black sought to prevent. If 11…♘c6 White continues in the same way with 12.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 13.♘g5+ ♔g6 14.♕g4 f5 15.♕g3 ♕e7 and White wins with 16.♘xe6+ ♔h7 17.♘g5+ ♔g8 (17…♔g6? 18.♖fe1) 18.♕h3 g6 19.♖fe1 ♕g7 20.♕b3+ ♖f7 21.♖ad1 ♖e8 22.♖xe8+ ♗xe8 23.♘e6, with a decisive advantage.

		12.♗xh7+!

		And once again this thematic sacrifice is winning. One important clue to indicate whether this type of sacrifice should work or not is the absence of the knight from f6, which is the best defender of the h7-square; another clue, as in this case, is the absence of the black bishop from e7. In this game Black’s castled position is very poorly protected, as Black’s pieces are all located far away from his king.

		12…♔xh7

		If 12…♔h8 then 13.♗d3, with an extra pawn and a strong attack.

		13.♘g5+ 1-0
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		After 13…♔g8 (if 13…♔g6 14.♕g4 f5 15.♕g3 ♕e7 (15…♔f6 16.♖fe1) 16.♖fe1, with a winning attack, as there is no good defence of the e6-square) 14.♕h5 ♗e4 15.♘xe4 ♗e7 16.♗d6 f6 17.♖ad1 White is winning.

		

		Game 12 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Fabio Bruno 2368

		

		Alexandar Opacic 2105

		

		Verona 2005 (1)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 e6 4.e3 ♗e7

		The development of the bishop on e7 is a bit passive for Black, and offers White the option of playing aggressively with the Pereyra Attack. Black’s best option is to challenge the bishop on f4 with 4…♗d6.
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		5.♗d3 c5 6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘bd2 0-0 8.h4!?

		Profiting from not yet having castled, White plays aggressively, seeking to attack the black king. Of course, White can just play quietly instead with 8.♘e5, 8.h3 or 8.0-0.
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		8…♘g4?

		Again a serious error, right in the opening. Black wants to play …f7-f5, but he’s not going to have time. It was better to play 8…♗d6 9.♘e5 ♕c7 10.♘df3  l’Ami-Gagare, Douglas 2016, or 8…♗d7 9.♘e5 ♗e8 10.g4 cxd4 11.exd4 ♖c8  Motylev-Wen Yang, China tt 2014.

		9.♗xh7+!

		Once again we see this typical sacrifice on h7. As we can see, it’s the absence of the knight from f6 which allows this sacrifice to work.

		9…♔xh7 10.♘g5+ ♗xg5

		White regains the piece and continues with his attack in the event of 10…♔g8 11.♕xg4 e5 12.♕h5 ♗f5 13.dxe5+– Nemtzev-Al.Karpov, Moscow 2016.

		11.hxg5+

		The opening of the h-file proves decisive; White’s attack is winning.

		11…♔g6?

		This leads to mate, but 11…♔g8 12.♕xg4 was also losing. The only way to resist was 11…♘h6 12.♘f3 ♖h8 13.♕c2+ ♔g8 14.gxh6+–.
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		12.♕xg4 ♖h8

		If 12…e5 then 13.♕h5+ ♔f5 14.♕h3+ ♔g6 15.♕h7 mate.

		13.♖h6+!

		And Black resigned, in view of the unstoppable mate after 13…gxh6 14.gxh6+ ♕g5 15.♕xg5+ ♔h7 16.♕g7 or 13…♖xh6 14.gxh6+ ♕g5 15.♕xg5+ ♔h7 16.♕xg7.

		

		Game 13 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Boris Grachev 2652

		

		David Gorodetzky 2342

		

		Minsk blitz 2015 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 e6 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 d5 4.e3 ♗d6 5.♘bd2 0-0 6.♗g3 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.♗d3 b6

		The most fashionable continuation for Black in the main line of the London System.
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		9.e4!?

		An interesting move. The main alternatives are 9.♕e2 and the traditional move 9.♘e5.

		9…dxe4?!

		The opening of the centre favours White: 9…♗e7! 10.e5 ♘h5 would have been better.

		10.♘xe4 ♘xe4

		If 10…♗e7 11.dxc5 (11.♘xf6+) 11…bxc5 12.♘xf6+ ♗xf6 13.♕c2, with a clear advantage to White in Kravtsiv-Das, Bhubaneswar 2018.

		11.♗xe4 ♗b7
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		12.dxc5!

		A good move, opening the d-file. The alternative is to play 12.♕a4!? immediately, e.g. 12…♘a5 13.dxc5 ♗xc5 14.♖d1  Pähtz-Voit, Stary Smokovec 2018.

		12…♗xc5
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		13.♕a4!

		A strong queen move to a rather unusual square: it attacks the knight, vacates d1 for the rook and in addition it prepares a trap. Less strong was 13.♕e2 ♕e7 14.♖d1 ♖ad8 15.0-0 ♖xd1 16.♖xd1 ♖d8  Demchenko-Gomez Garrido, Internet blitz 2020.

		13…♖c8 14.♖d1 ♕e8?

		Once again Black has little idea of what is about to befall him. If 14…♕f6?! then 15.0-0 ♖fe8 16.♖d7+– Sedlak-Prusikin, Germany tt 2013/14.

		The only defence is 14…♕e7! 15.0-0 (15.b4 f5=) 15…a5 (15…♖fd8 16.♗h4  Osmak-Borisova, Moscow blitz 2019) 16.♖fe1  Moreno Ruiz-Cuenca Jimenez, Madrid tt 2017.
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		15.♗xh7+!

		A sacrifice which should be very familiar to us by now; once again the absence of the knight from f6 and the bishop from e7 means that the sacrifice is sound. In the database there are at least three games with this shot.

		15…♔xh7

		15…♔h8 16.♕h4 also loses.

		16.♕h4+

		We can now see the other point of the move 13.♕a4: the queen can quickly switch to the kingside. Black resigned, faced with imminent checkmate. Grachev also won another game with the very same line in Grachev-Kretov, Moscow 2017, while Pähtz-Salimova, Monaco blitz 2019, ended 16…♔g6 (16…♔g8 17.♘g5) 17.♕g5+ ♔h7 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♘g5 1-0.

		

		Game 14 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Michael Tscharotschkin 2205

		

		Irina Stavila 1944

		

		Calvia 2012 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 e6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 ♘f6 4.♘d2 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘gf3 0-0 8.♗d3 ♖e8

		The idea is to try to play …e6-e5. Before this idea became fashionable, 8…b6 was one of the most common moves.
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		9.♘e5 ♕c7

		Another option here is 9…♗xe5 10.dxe5 ♘d7 11.♘f3 (11.♕b1!? h6 12.f4  Maghsoodloo-Mosadeghpour, Tehran 2017) 11…♕c7 (11…b6 12.0-0 ♗b7  Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Vitiugov, Dubai rapid 2014) 12.0-0 g6 (12…♘dxe5? 13.♘xe5 ♘xe5 14.♕h5+–; 12…h6  ) 13.e4  (13.♗b5  ) 13…dxe4? (13…♘dxe5 14.♘xe5 ♘xe5 15.♗c2  ) 14.♗xe4 ♘cxe5 15.♘xe5 ♘xe5 16.f4 (16.♕e2+–) 16…f5 17.fxe5 fxe4 18.♕g4  Gorovets-Li Chao, PRO League rapid 2018.

		10.f4!
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		This move reinforces the knight on e5 and allows the queen or the rook to deploy on the kingside via f3. Once again we see this Stonewall Attack set-up, typical of the London System and other openings such as the Torre Attack.

		10…c4

		Closing the queenside doesn’t help Black; he would like to break later with …b7-b5-b4, but it’s better to play 10…♘e7, e.g. 11.0-0 (11.♕f3!  ) 11…♘f5 12.♗f2  Novik-Yudin, St Petersburg rapid 2016.

		11.♗c2 b5 12.a3!?

		Better are both 12.♗h4 ♗e7 13.0-0  Shimanov-Sobh, Philadelphia 2017, and 12.0-0 ♘e7 13.♗h4 ♘g6 14.♗g5  B.Shulman-Hall, cr 2018.

		12…a5 13.0-0 ♖b8 14.♗h4
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		Once we’ve played f2-f4 the bishop is doing nothing on g3 and it’s normal to move it to h4, putting pressure on the f6-knight.

		14…♗e7 15.♕f3!

		Another typical attacking move; the queen heads (via f3) to h3.

		15…g6

		15…b4? loses material on the other wing!: 16.axb4 axb4 17.♘xc6 ♕xc6 18.♗a4 1-0 Grachev-Khodas, Minsk rapid 2015.

		16.♕h3 ♔g7

		A better defence was 16…♖b7 17.♘df3 ♘e4 18.♗xe7 ♖xe7 19.♕h4 ♘d6 20.♘g4, although White would have a clear advantage and good attacking chances.

		17.♘df3

		Even stronger was 17.♗g5! ♘g8 18.♘xf7! and the white attack runs almost like clockwork.

		Here we can see White’s ideal position: the strong knight on e5, the bishop on d3, the queen on h3 which attacks e6 and h7, the bishop on h4 which at any moment can eliminate the f6-knight (which is usually the best defender of the castled position). And now we’re bringing another piece into the attack: the knight, while the rook on f1 is also participating.

		17…h6?
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		This move, intended to control the g5-square, in reality further weakens the kingside, allowing White to win in crushing fashion. It was better to play 17…♖h8 18.g4 ♘g8 19.♕g3 although White maintains a decisive attack. If 17…♘g8 then 18.♘g5 ♘h6 19.♘xh7! ♔xh7 20.♗g5 ♗f8 21.♘g4, winning.

		18.♘xf7!

		A decisive blow; 18.♗xg6! fxg6 19.♕g3 ♘xe5 20.♘xe5 also wins.

		18…♔xf7 19.♘e5+ ♘xe5

		If 19…♔g7 20.♕g3, or 19…♔f8 20.♗xg6.

		20.fxe5 ♖g8 21.♗xf6 ♔e8

		If 21…♗xf6 22.♖xf6+ ♔e7 23.♗xg6 wins.

		22.♗xg6+

		Black resigned, since if 22…♖xg6 (22…♔d7 23.♗f7) 23.♕h5 ♔d7 24.♕xg6 wins.

		

		Game 15 Queen’s Indian defence

		

		Gata Kamsky 2741

		

		Bayarsaihan Gundavaa 2516

		

		Khanty-Mansiysk rapid 2013 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 e6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 b6

		Black adopts a Queen’s Indian set-up.
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		5.c3 ♗b7 6.h3 ♗e7 7.♗d3 0-0 8.0-0 cxd4

		Normally Black maintains the central tension and plays 8…d6 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7 10.♕e2, reaching the main position of the Queen’s Indian against the London System.

		9.cxd4!

		Normally White recaptures with the e-pawn, especially in the main line, and in particular when the queen’s knight has already been moved to d2, when the recapture with the c-pawn is not as strong.

		Here, since Black has not committed himself, and in addition White can play ♘c3, it’s better to take with the c-pawn. If 9.exd4 d6 10.♕e2 a6 11.a4 ♘bd7 12.♗h2  Grachev-Riazantsev, Khanty-Mansiysk blitz 2013.
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		9…♘c6 10.a3!

		An important move, preventing the black knight from jumping to b4.

		10…a6!?

		A) 10…♖c8 11.♘c3 d5!? (11…d6  ) 12.♖c1 (12.♕e2  Prié-Karpov, Ajaccio blitz 2007) 12…♘a5  Kamsky-Sargissian, Khanty-Mansiysk rapid 2013;

		B) 10…d5 11.♘bd2 (11.♘c3!?  ) 11…♖c8 12.♖c1! (12.b4 ♗d6 13.♘e5  Kamsky-Leko, Beijing rapid 2012; 12.♕a4!  ) 12…♘a5 13.b4 ♖xc1 14.♕xc1 ♘c4 15.♘xc4 dxc4 16.♗xc4  Naiditsch-Li Di, China tt 2019.

		11.♘bd2

		In this precise position, developing the knight to d2 is playable. Instead, 11.♘c3 d6 12.♗h2 ♖e8 13.e4  was played in Salinas Herrera-Amer, Barbera del Valles 2017.

		11…d5?!

		Blocking the diagonal of the b7-bishop doesn’t seem to me to be the best move. If Black wanted to play …d7-d5 he could have done so right away. Now it seems better to employ a Queen’s Indian set-up with 11…d6 12.♖e1  . The move 11…♘d5!? has also been played here, e.g. 12.♗h2 f5 13.♕e2  C.Bauer-Naumkin, El Ksiba 2019.

		12.♖c1 h6?!

		This move weakens the kingside, after which Black is worse. It was better to play 12…♖c8 13.♕e2  .

		13.♘e5!
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		A thematic move for every London System player. The knight is very well centralised on the e5-square.

		13…♘xe5 14.dxe5!

		As a rule, when Black captures on e5 it will be good to recapture with the pawn if it drives the black knight from f6 and if in addition Black has already castled kingside. As a bonus, White will gain the d4-square for his other knight.

		14…♘e4

		The best move; 14…♘d7 is inferior, e.g. 15.♕g4 ♔h8 16.♕h5 (threatening the bishop sacrifice on h6) 16…♘c5 17.♗b1 ♕e8 18.♘f3! (even better than winning a pawn with 18.♗xh6 f5 when White has to exchange queens: 19.♕xe8 ♖fxe8 20.♗f4  ) 18…f5 19.♕xe8 ♖fxe8 20.♘d4 ♗f8 (20…♖ac8 21.b4 ♘e4 22.♘xe6+–) 21.b4 ♘e4 22.♖c7+–.

		15.♘f3

		The knight is heading for the d4-square, but 15.♕g4! was stronger, since 15…♘xd2 (15…♔h8 16.♘f3  ) fails to 16.♗xh6 g6 (16…♗f6 17.exf6 ♕xf6 18.♗g5+–) 17.♗xg6+–.

		15…b5

		Another pawn is placed on a light square. Slightly better was 15…♖c8 16.♖xc8 ♕xc8 17.♘d4  .

		16.♘d4 ♕b6?

		This move removes the queen from the defence of the kingside. It was preferable to play 16…♗g5 17.♗xg5 ♕xg5 18.f4 ♕e7 19.♕g4, although White maintains a clear advantage.

		17.♕g4

		White is now in a position to launch a decisive attack; Black is lost.
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		17…♔h8 18.f3

		Expelling the black knight and opening the diagonal for the bishop on d3.

		18…♘c5

		If 18…♘d2 19.♗xh6 gxh6 20.♕h5 ♗g5 21.f4, or 18…♗c5!? 19.♔h2 ♗xd4 20.exd4 ♕xd4 21.♗xh6! ♕xe5+ (21…gxh6 22.♕f4 ♕xd3 23.♕xh6+ ♔g8 24.fxe4) 22.♗f4; also losing was 18…♘g5 19.♕h5 ♖ac8 20.h4 ♘h7 21.♗xh6.

		19.♗b1 ♘d7 20.♕h5 ♔g8
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		21.♗xh6!

		An obvious sacrifice; the black position is now defenceless.

		21…gxh6

		If 21…f5 then 22.♗f4+–.

		22.♕xh6 f5 23.♘xe6 ♔f7

		Or 23…♖f7 24.♕g6+, with a decisive advantage.

		24.♗xf5 1-0

		Black loses material. If 24…♔e8 then 25.♕h5+ ♖f7 26.♘g7+ ♔d8 27.♕xf7. A model attack on White’s part.

		

		Game 16 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Ferenc Berkes 2669

		

		Jakob Pfreundt 2386

		

		Neustadt an der Weinstrasse 2018 (6)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 e6 4.e3 c5 5.♘bd2 ♘c6 6.c3 ♗e7 7.♗d3

		White ignores Black’s threat of …♘h5. The alternative is to switch to the Pereyra Attack, which we analysed in Chapter 13 of our previous book on the London System, with 7.♘e5 0-0 8.♗d3 ♘xe5 9.dxe5 ♘d7 10.h4! c4 (the only good move to prevent the sacrifice on h7 is 10…f5, although White can gain the advantage then with either 11.♘f3 or 11.g4) 11.♗xh7+!.
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		analysis diagram

		

		A thematic and familiar sacrifice. After 11…♔xh7 12.♕h5+ ♔g8 13.♘f3 f6 (the only way to hinder the knight from jumping to g5…) 14.♘g5!!.
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		analysis diagram

		

		But White does it anyway! This is the key move of the attack; with this fresh sacrifice the h-file is opened up and this decides the game, e.g. 14…fxg5 15.hxg5 ♗xg5 (15…♖f5 16.♕h7+ ♔f7 17.g6+ ♔e8 18.♕xg7 ♖f8 19.♖h8) 16.♗xg5 ♕b6 17.0-0-0 ♘xe5 18.♕h7+ ♔f7 19.♖h6 ♕c5 20.♗f6 ♔e8 21.♕xg7.

		White can also play the normal 7.h3, giving the bishop a refuge on h2.

		7…♘h5!?

		Black immediately attacks the bishop, which can’t retreat to h2, since h2-h3 has not been played.

		8.♗e5
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		The idea is that if Black captures on e5 we recapture with the pawn, cutting off the retreat of the knight on h5. Instead, 8.dxc5!? is interesting, e.g. 8…♘xf4 9.exf4 ♗xc5 10.0-0  Berkes-Tratar, Schwarzach 2017. But 8.♗g3 is inferior here, since Black can equalise without any problems with several moves, such as 8…♘xg3, 8…♕b6 or 8…0-0.

		8…0-0

		A) 8…f6!? 9.♗g3 g6!? (if 9…♘xg3?! 10.hxg3 f5 11.g4!  Xu Minghui-Zhang Ziji, China tt 2017) 10.♕e2 (10.dxc5 ♗xc5 11.e4∞ Nyzhnyk-Li Ruifeng, Las Vegas 2019) 10…♗d7 11.dxc5 ♗xc5 12.e4  ♘xg3? 13.hxg3 dxe4 14.♗xe4 ♔f7 15.0-0-0, with a big advantage to White in the blitz game Carlsen-Kryvoruchko, Riyadh 2017;

		B) 8…♘xe5 9.dxe5!? (recapturing with the knight is also good: 9.♘xe5 ♘f6 10.0-0 (10.f4  ) 10…0-0 11.f4 g6 (11…♕b6 12.♕b1 ♕c7 13.♖f3  Naiditsch-Debashis, Doha rapid 2016) 12.♖f3!? (12.♕e1!  ) 12…♘e8 13.♖h3  Fridman-Naiditsch, Poznan blitz 2014) 9…g6 and here we have three alternatives:

		B1) 10.♗b5+ ♗d7 11.♕e2 ♗xb5 12.♕xb5+ ♕d7 13.a4  Vazquez Igarza-Osmak, Benasque 2018. Or also 13.♕xd7+ ♔xd7 14.♔e2  ;

		B2) 10.g4!? ♘g7 11.♕a4+ ♗d7 12.♗b5  ;

		B3) 10.♕a4+ ♗d7 11.♗b5! a6 12.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 13.♕xd7+ ♔xd7  Girya-Nakhbayeva, Riyadh blitz 2017.

		9.g4!?
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		White plays aggressively. Other options are:

		A) 9.0-0 ♘xe5 (9…f6 10.♕c2 fxe5 11.♗xh7+ ♔h8 12.dxe5  ) 10.♘xe5 g6 (10…♘f6 11.f4  ) 11.dxc5? (11.♕g4!  ) 11…♗xc5= Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Aronian, Doha blitz 2016;

		B) 9.h3 ♘xe5 10.♘xe5 (10.dxe5!?∞) 10…♘f6 11.0-0= D.Jovanovic-Svicevic, Belgrade 2018;

		C) 9.h4!? f5 ∞ Besedes-Osmanovic, Novi Sad 2016;

		D) 9.♘g5!? ♗xg5 10.♕xh5 g6 11.♕e2= Mikaelyan-M.Petrosyan, Yerevan 2017.

		9…♘f6

		Another option was 9…f6 10.gxh5 (10.♕c2!? h6 11.♗g3 ♘xg3 12.hxg3 e5 13.♗f5∞) 10…fxe5∞ 11.dxe5= Reichmann-Breyther, Germany tt 2016/17.

		10.g5! ♘h5

		The knight moves back to keep the h-file closed, but 10…♘d7 11.♗f4∞ was possible.

		11.h4

		White continues to attack the enemy castled position with his pawns.

		11…♘xe5?!

		This helps White’s attack. It was better to play 11…g6 12.♗e2 b6 13.♗h2 f6, although White is slightly better.

		12.♘xe5 g6
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		13.♗e2

		This move gains a tempo by attacking the knight and allows White to open the h-file. White has a clear advantage.

		13…♘g7 14.h5!?

		White wants to open the position quickly, but it was better to play either 14.dxc5 ♗xc5 15.♕c2  or 14.♕c2  .

		14…♘f5?

		Poor defence. If 14…cxd4 then 15.cxd4 ♗xg5 16.hxg6 fxg6 17.♗d3 ♗f6 18.♕g4  .

		15.♗d3! ♗xg5

		Or 15…cxd4 16.cxd4 ♗xg5 17.♕g4 f6 18.♘ef3+–.

		16.♕g4!
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		The queen joins in the attack against Black’s castled position. If we look carefully we can see that White has much more active pieces, better development and open files against the enemy king. Black is now lost.

		16…♔g7

		Or 16…f6 17.hxg6 fxe5 (17…hxg6 18.♘xg6) 18.♖xh7 e4 19.♗xe4! dxe4 20.♘xe4 ♗h6 21.0-0-0, or 16…♕e7 17.♘df3 ♗f6 18.hxg6 fxg6 19.♖h2.

		17.hxg6 fxg6

		In the event of 17…hxg6 18.0-0-0 ♗f6 19.♘df3 White’s attack is winning.

		18.♔e2!

		There’s no need to castle, as the king is safe on e2. With this simple move White makes room for the other rook to join in the attack. Instead, 18.♘df3 was also good, e.g. 18…♗f6 (18…h6 19.0-0-0; 18…♗h6 19.0-0-0) 19.♖xh7+!, leading to mate after 19…♔xh7 20.♕xg6+ ♔h8 21.♔d2.
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		18…cxd4 19.cxd4 ♕f6 20.♘df3 ♗h6

		Or 20…h6 21.♖ag1 ♖h8 22.♕h3.

		21.♖ac1

		White’s last inactive piece joins in the attack and threatens to invade on c7. We can see that Black, despite his extra pawn, is totally lost. White has an iron grip on the position.

		21…♔h8 22.♕h3

		Faced with the threat of 23.♗xf5 and 24.♕xh6, Black resigned, since he has no defence. If he moves the bishop there is mate on h7.

		

		Game 17 Benoni defence

		

		Prantik Roy 2347

		

		Mikhail Ulybin 2512

		

		Suwalki tt 2018 (9)

		

		

		

		1.d4 e6 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 ♕b6
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		4.♘c3

		We already know that it’s better to play 4.♘a3!.

		4…♘f6 5.♖b1!?

		A slightly unusual move. Normally there is no need protect the pawn immediately, so White can play a move like 5.a3 or 5.♘f3.

		5…cxd4

		5…♘c6 6.♘f3 cxd4 (6…d5? 7.♘b5+–) 7.exd4 ♗b4 8.a3 ♗xc3+ 9.bxc3  Kiltti-Tumanov, Helsinki 2015. Another alternative is 5…♕a5 6.♕d2 a6= Osmak-Lagno, Riga 2017.

		6.exd4 ♗e7

		Or 6…♗b4 7.♘f3 0-0 8.♗d3 ♕a5 9.0-0! ♗xc3?! (9…♘c6  ) 10.bxc3 d5 (10…♕xc3? 11.♗e5+–) 11.♖b3 ♘c6 12.♘e5 ♘xe5 13.♗xe5 ♘d7? (13…♕d8 14.c4  is better).
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		analysis diagram

		

		Now the blow 14.♗xh7+! is once again decisive. The lack of kingside defenders is a clue that the sacrifice will work: 14…♔xh7 15.♕h5+ ♔g8 16.♗xg7! (the double bishop sacrifice against the king’s position isn’t common, although it’s a well-known tactical theme; this move destroys the pawn barrier defending the black king) 16…f5 (if 16…♔xg7 17.♕g5+ ♔h7 18.c4 and the entry of the rook leads to mate) 17.♕g6 ♖f7 18.♗h6+ 1-0 Semrl-Sale, Ljubljana 1996.

		7.♘f3 0-0 8.♗d3 d6 9.0-0 ♗d7 10.♖e1
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		White is playing his usual set-up in such positions. Black’s problem is that he is poorly coordinated. The queen on b6 has prevented his usual queenside fianchetto and on d7 the bishop takes away the square from the b8-knight. White is ahead in development and has a space advantage, so his position is preferable.

		10…♖e8 11.♘e4 ♘xe4

		It was a bit better to play 11…♗c6 12.♘xf6+ ♗xf6 13.c3  .

		12.♗xe4 d5?

		This move is a huge blunder that loses the game. It’s curious that such a strong and very experienced grandmaster as Ulybin failed to appreciate the real danger of his position: 12…♗c6 was necessary, although after 13.d5 White main­tains the advantage.
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		13.♗xh7+!

		Once again we see this thematic sacrifice of the bishop on h7. Although it doesn’t win as easily here as in some of the other positions that we’ve seen, nevertheless White gains a winning attack, against which Black has no defence if White plays energetically enough.

		13…♔xh7 14.♘e5!

		This time the knight goes to e5, since g5 is defended. The appearance of the white queen on the kingside will prove decisive.

		14…g6

		The best defence. If 14…♖f8 then 15.♕h5+ ♔g8 16.♖e3, and there is no defence against the threat of 17.♖h3. Or 14…♔g8 15.♕h5 g6 (15…♕xd4 16.♕xf7+ ♔h7 17.♖e3) 16.♘xg6 fxg6 17.♕xg6+.

		15.♕g4

		This maintains the advantage, although it isn’t the best move. Stronger, although more difficult to calculate, was 15.♖e3 ♗f6 16.♕f3 ♕d8 (16…♗xe5 17.♗xe5+–) 17.♘xf7 ♕e7 18.♕h3+ ♔g8 19.♘h6+ ♔g7 20.♘f5+ exf5 21.♕h6+ ♔g8 22.♕xg6+ ♕g7 23.♖xe8+ ♗xe8 24.♕xe8+ ♕f8 25.♕e6+ ♔g7 26.♖e1, with a winning attack.

		15…♔g7?

		This loses on the spot. This is a pity, because there was still a lot of play in the position. It was necessary to continue with 15…♖h8 16.♖e3 ♗e8 17.♘xf7 ♗xf7 18.♖h3+ ♔g8 19.♖xh8+ ♔xh8 20.♗e5+ ♔g8 21.♕h3 ♔f8 22.♕h8+ ♗g8 23.♕g7+ ♔e8 24.♕xg8+ ♔d7 25.c4 ♕d8 26.♕xg6, again with a winning attack, although, as we can see, these are long lines and either player might make a mistake and change the result of the game.
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		16.♗h6+! ♔xh6

		There is no defence now; if 16…♔h7 17.♖e3 or 16…♔g8 17.♘xg6.

		17.♕f4+

		Here Black resigned in view of the unstoppable mate after 17…♔g7 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♘xg6 or 17…♗g5 18.♕xf7 ♖g8 19.♕xg8 ♔h5 20.♕xg6+ ♔h4 21.♘f3+ ♔g4 22.♕xg5.

		

		Summary

		In Game 10 we saw the most famous sacrifice in the London System, consisting of the blow ♗xh7+, also known as the Greek Gift, which leads to a winning position for White.

		Games 11, 12, 13 and 17 illustrate the same idea of the bishop sacrifice on h7. Together they provide us with guidelines to help us handle this type of position and assess whether a winning sacrifice is possible at some moment. The absence of the knight from f6 and the bishop on e7 are often key indicators for evaluating whether the sacrifice is possible and correct.

		In Game 14 we saw a typical attack in the Stonewall formation and some other openings (including the London System and the Torre Attack), based on advancing the f3-knight to e5, playing f2-f4 and then transferring the queen and the rook to the kingside via f3. With so many white pieces prowling round the kingside it’s not unusual for the white attack to be successful.

		In Game 15 we saw a traditional London System attack in which the black knight is forced away from f6 after White recaptures on e5 with a pawn. Subsequently the white queen moves to the kingside and provokes a weakness, in this case the move …h7-h6. White ends up sacrificing his bishop on h6 and gaining a winning attack.

		In Game 16 we saw an early white attack based on the advance of the g- and h-pawns against the opponent’s castled position. After succeeding in opening the position White conducts the attack in exemplary fashion, deploying all his pieces actively and menacing the enemy king. The opening of the g- and h-files decides the game.

		

	
		

		LESSON 6

		

		Ideas with a quick h2-h4

		

		In this lesson we’re going to look at some opening ideas for White against Black’s systems with …g7-g6, such as the Dutch, the King’s Indian or the Grünfeld, based on a quick h2-h4, with the idea of playing h4-h5 and quickly opening the h-file.

		These opening systems are very fashionable at the present time, perhaps also inspired by the play of programs such as AlphaZero, which approves these ideas. This aggressive advance is not just based on a fierce attack or tactical motifs, but is also healthy from a strategic point of view: the advance of the h-pawn is designed to gain space and create weaknesses in the enemy kingside.

		Many of the best players in the world, headed by the World Champion, Magnus Carlsen, are using these systems, not only in rapid play but in all types of play, including classical chess. Of course, if Black isn’t well prepared he can find himself lost right in the opening.

		

		Game 18 Dutch defence

		

		Xu Yinglun 2565

		

		Tsogbayar Baterdene 2209

		

		Qingdao 2019 (1)

		

		

		

		1.d4 f5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 g6?!

		For players of the Leningrad Variation of the Dutch Defence this move-order is especially unpleasant. We can say that here the natural move …g7-g6 is, at least, dubious.

		It would be a bit better to play 3…d6 4.♘c3 (White can handle this in a different manner, with 4.♘f3 g6 5.c4 ♗g7 6.♘c3 0-0 7.c5!?  (7.♗e2  ) Mamedyarov-Anton Guijarro, Moscow 2015) 4…g6 (it’s better to eschew the Leningrad and switch to the Classical with 4…e6 5.♗d3 (5.h4!?  ; 5.♘f3  ) 5…♘c6 6.♘f3 ♗e7 7.e4! (7.h3 0-0  Rakhmanov-Anton Guijarro, Moscow blitz 2019) 7…fxe4 8.♘xe4 0-0 9.♗g3  Kosic-Lyell, Budapest 2017) 5.h4 transposing to the main line.

		4.h4
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		4…♗g7?!

		This natural move is dubious, to say the least, and it leaves Black in an inferior position. Let’s consider some other options:

		A) After 4…h5? 5.♕f3! d6 (if 5…♗g7? 6.♕g3 and the double attack on g6 and c7 gives White a winning advantage) 6.♘c3 ♗g7 7.♕g3! ♔f7 8.♗c4+ e6 9.♘f3 Black’s position is very delicate;

		B) The best defence would be 4…h6.
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		analysis diagram

		

		B1) The move 5.♘c3 gives Black the chance to go wrong: 5…d6 (5…♗g7? 6.♕f3! d6 (6…0-0 7.♕g3+–) 7.♕g3 (7.♗c4 e6 8.♕g3 ♔f7 9.0-0-0  Morozevich-Potapov, Kazan rapid 2019) 7…♔f7 8.0-0-0  Vasilev-Pirs, email 2018) 6.♕f3 ♘c6 (6…♗g7 7.♕g3  ; 6…c6 7.♗c4  Andreikin-Markgraf, Porto Carras tt 2018) 7.0-0-0 e6 8.e4  Lenaerts-Bomans, Ghent 2016;

		B2) Instead White could immediately play 5.♕f3! d6 (5…♗g7? 6.♕g3+–) 6.♘c3 (6.♕g3!? ♖g8  ) 6…♗g7 transposing to Variation B1) above.

		C) If 4…d6 5.h5 ♘xh5? (5…♖g8!? and 5…♗g7 are better, though White remains clearly better in both cases)
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		analysis diagram

		

		6.♖xh5! (the fact that the king can escape via d7 doesn’t change the evaluation: this sacrifice is winning for White) 6…gxh5 7.♕xh5+ ♔d7 8.♕xf5+ e6 9.♕b5+! (this is an improvement on the previously known moves and is the best continuation for White; normally White has played the weaker 9.♕h3 ♕f6 10.♗d3?! (10.♘c3  ) 10…♔d8  Xu Yinglun-Liu Guanchu, Shenzhen 2016) 9…♘c6 10.♘f3 a6 11.♕b3 ♗g7 12.♘c3 ♕g8 13.0-0-0+–.

		5.h5

		This is reminiscent of another popular line against the Dutch Defence, beginning with 1.d4 f5 2.c4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6?!. Against this move- order several books and videos on the Dutch advise against playing the Leningrad and instead recommend a set-up with …e7-e6 and …b7-b6. 4.h4! ♗g7 5.h5 ♘xh5 6.e4! fxe4 (6…♘f6 7.exf5 gxf5 8.♗h6  ) 7.♖xh5 gxh5 8.♕xh5+ ♔f8 9.♗h6, with a clear advantage to White.

		5…♘xh5?

		This move loses. Instead, 5…d6 is necessary and now White can choose between 6.h6 ♗f8 7.c4 c6 8.♘c3  De Prado Rodriguez-Rodriguez Dominguez, Mondariz 2015; 6.hxg6 hxg6 7.♖xh8+ ♗xh8 8.♕f3  Morozevich-Nakamura, Dubai 2014, and 6.♘c3 c6 7.h6 ♗f8  Sjugirov-Potapov, Sochi 2017.

		6.♖xh5!

		We shouldn’t even call this combi­nation a sacrifice. It’s very direct and one of the main ideas of the variation, giving White a decisive advantage. White’s strategic compensation is very clear.

		6…gxh5 7.♕xh5+ ♔f8 8.♕xf5+ ♔g8 9.♘c3
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		There are several good moves here. We can see that White has much better development than Black. White is ready to castle queenside and almost all his pieces are in play. Materially speaking, White has a knight and a pawn for the rook, but the main factors are that the black king is very weak and Black is badly behind in development, which all adds up to a winning position for White.

		9…e6 10.♕h5 d6 11.♗c4

		Also 11.0-0-0! or 11.♘f3 ♗d7 12.♗c4 ♘c6 13.d5 ♗e8 14.♕g4 Schlindwein-Schönfeld, Binz 1994.

		11…c6

		A better defence was 11…♕e7 12.♘f3 ♕f7 13.♕h2.

		12.♘f3 d5 13.♗d3 h6 14.♘e5
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		All the white pieces are attacking and Black’s development has scarcely improved. Now White threatens to mate on f7.

		14…♕f6 15.♘g6

		It was more direct to play 15.♗g6 ♘d7 16.♗f7+ ♔f8 (16…♔h7 17.g4) 17.♘xd7+ ♗xd7 18.♗d6+.

		15…♘d7

		Or 15…♖h7 16.♗d6 ♘d7 17.♘e7+.

		16.♘xh8 ♔xh8 17.g4 e5 18.dxe5 ♕e7

		If 18…♘xe5 then 19.♕e8+ ♕f8 20.♕xf8+ ♗xf8 21.♗xe5+.

		19.♗xh6

		And Black resigned, since there is no defence: if 19…♕xe5 (or 19…♗xh6 20.♕xh6+ ♔g8 21.f4) 20.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 21.♕h7+ ♔f8 22.0-0-0.

		

		Game 19 Jobava Attack

		

		Christian Bauer 2644

		

		Manuel Apicella 2501

		

		Cannes 2018 (7)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5

		The usual move-order would be 1…♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 d5 4.e3 ♗g7.

		2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.e3 ♗g7 5.h4
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		This is another variation to study. White wants to play a quick h4-h5 and have the option of opening the h-file.

		5…a6?!

		A rather dubious move. The most direct response to hinder White’s plan is 5…h5, which we’ll see in another game, along with 5…0-0.

		A further option is 5…c6:

		A) 6.♘f3 ♗g4 7.♗e2 ♘bd7 8.♘e5 ♗xe2 9.♕xe2 h5  Karjakin-Giri, Stavanger blitz 2017;

		B) 6.♕d2!? b5 (6…0-0 7.♗e2  ) 7.♘f3  Garcia-Firat, Pontevedra 2017;

		C) 6.♗e2 h5 7.♘f3 ♗g4 (7…♕b6 8.♘a4 ♕a5+ 9.c3 ♘bd7 10.b4 ♕d8 11.0-0  ) 8.♘e5 ♗xe2 9.♕xe2 ♘bd7 10.0-0-0  Karjakin-Li Chao, Doha blitz 2016.

		6.h5!

		White continues with his plan of advancing the h-pawn. Also possible are 6.♕d2!? and 6.♘f3 ♗g4 7.♗e2 (7.♕d2 ♗xf3 8.gxf3 h5 9.0-0-0  Nihal-Martinez Alcantara, Internet blitz 2019) 7…♘bd7 8.♘e5 ♗xe2 9.♕xe2  Wang Yiye-Atabayev, Chengdu 2017.

		6…♘xh5

		If 6…gxh5 7.♗e2  ; or 6…0-0 7.hxg6 fxg6 8.♕d2 c5 9.dxc5 ♘c6 10.♘f3 ♗g4 11.♗e2 ♕a5 12.0-0-0  .
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		7.♖xh5!

		This exchange sacrifice is the key to White’s idea; in return, White gains good compensation, even though Black hasn’t castled.

		7…gxh5 8.♕xh5 ♗e6!?

		The problem is how to protect d5. Other defences are 8…e6 9.♕h2! (attacking the weak point on c7, but 9.♘f3 is also good, e.g. 9…♘d7? (9…♘c6  ) 10.♘g5+– Tologontegin-Vokhidov, Ashkhabad blitz 2017) 9…♘c6 10.♗xc7 ♕d7 11.♘f3  Bortnyk-Mikhalevski, PRO League rapid 2018 and 8…c6 9.♘f3 h6 10.0-0-0 ♘d7 11.♕h2! ♘f8 12.♗c7 ♕d7  Jobava-B.Savchenko, Minsk rapid 2014.

		9.♘f3 h6 10.0-0-0 ♘d7?

		A mistake, since it sacrifices an important centre pawn. If 10…♘c6? Then 11.e4+–, but a better defence was 10…c6 11.♘e5  .
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		11.♘xd5 ♗xd5 12.♕xd5 c6 13.♕f5 ♘f6

		If 13…e6 14.♕h3 ♕e7 15.♕g3+–.

		14.♗c4

		White has a clear advantage. In addition to having a pawn for the exchange, White is better developed and, in particular, the black king is still in the centre and has no secure refuge. It was even stronger to play 14.c4! e6 15.♕c2  .

		14…e6 15.♕h3 b5?

		A decisive error. Better was 15…♕e7 16.♗b3  or 15…♘d5 16.♗g3  .
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		16.♗xe6!

		This blow decides the game.

		16…♘d5

		If 16…fxe6 17.♕xe6+ ♕e7 (17…♔f8 18.♗d6+) 18.♕xc6+ ♔f7 19.♘e5+; 16…♕e7 17.♗f5.

		17.♗e5

		And Black resigned, in view of 17…♗xe5 (17…♘f6 18.d5) 18.♘xe5 0-0 (18…fxe6 19.♕xe6+ ♕e7 20.♕xc6+) 19.♗xd5 ♕xd5 20.♕xh6.

		

		Game 20 Jobava Attack

		

		Kacper Piorun 2633

		

		Krzysztof Szczurek 2133

		

		Katowice rapid 2018 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 d5 4.e3 ♗g7 5.h4!?

		This line is a mixture of the London System, the Jobava Attack and the Barry Attack, depending on how Black plays.

		5…0-0

		Castling is a bold decision. The option to prevent White’s advance is to play …h7-h5, which we’ll consider in the next game.

		In any case, safer is 5…c5 6.♘b5! ♘a6 7.c3 (7.♗e2 0-0 8.h5∞ (8.c3  ) Lie-Ostenstad, Drammen rapid 2018) 7…0-0 (7…♗g4 8.♗e2 ♗xe2 9.♘xe2  Karjakin-Safarli, Berlin rapid 2015) 8.♗e2 (8.h5!? ♗d7?! (8…♘xh5 9.♖xh5 gxh5 10.♕xh5  Zhao Xue-Nebolsina, St Petersburg blitz 2018) 9.hxg6 (9.h6!?  ) 9…fxg6 10.♘f3  Aronian-Nepomniachtchi, Internet blitz 2017) 8…♗d7 9.a4  Tang-Prasanna, Denver 2019.

		6.h5
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		6…♘xh5?

		Now this capture is a serious error, since Black has castled and opening the h-file is suicidal. The critical and best move for Black is 6…c5, e.g. 7.hxg6 fxg6 8.♕d2 (or 8.dxc5 ♕a5 (8…b6!? 9.cxb6 ♕xb6 10.♖b1  Aronian-Nepomniachtchi, Internet blitz 2017) 9.♘f3  Tuncer-Nevednichy, Izmir 2017) 8…♘c6 9.♘f3 (9.dxc5!? e5? (9…♕a5  ) 10.♗g5 ♗e6 11.♘f3  Deac-Skacel, Pardubice 2017) 9…♗f5? (9…cxd4 10.exd4 ♘e4 11.♘xe4 dxe4 12.♘g5 ♕xd4 13.c3 ♕xd2+ 14.♗xd2  ) 10.dxc5 ♕a5 11.♘d4 ♕xc5 12.0-0-0  Gupta-Barski, Warsaw 2016.

		7.♖xh5! gxh5 8.♕xh5 e6

		Black has tried several moves here. It should be kept in mind that if Black can be persuaded to play …f7-f5, his dark squares will become even weaker…

		A) 8…f5 9.♘f3 (9.0-0-0!, or 9.♕h2 c6? (9…♘d7) 10.♗c7 ♕e8 11.♗xb8 Zhao Xue-Li Yunshan, China tt 2016) 9…c6 10.♗d3 ♘d7 11.0-0-0 Girya-Bodnaruk, St Petersburg 2017;

		B) 8…c6 9.♘f3 (9.♗d3 f5 10.0-0-0) 9…e6 (9…f6 10.♗d3 f5 11.0-0-0 Alekseenko-Ozcan, Turkey tt 2018) 10.g4 Prié-Azymah, Sautron 2018; 10.♗d3;

		C) The best defence is 8…♘d7 9.♘xd5 (9.♕h2 c5 10.♗c7 ♕e8 11.♘xd5 cxd4 12.exd4 e6 13.♘e3+–) 9…e5? (9…c6 10.♗d3 f5 11.♘c3 e5  ) 10.♗d3 f5 11.♗c4+– Triapishko-Deepan Chakkravarthy, Internet blitz 2020.

		9.♗d3

		Here 9.♕h2! is also good, e.g. 9…♘a6!? (9…♘d7 10.♘f3 f5 11.♗d3 c5 12.0-0-0 ♖f6 13.g4 c4 14.♖h1 ♘f8 15.♗e2 fxg4 16.♘e5 with a decisive advantage to White) 10.♘f3 (10.♗xa6?! bxa6 11.♗xc7  Prié-Jerez Perez, Mont de Marsan 2018) 10…c5 11.0-0-0 c4 12.♗e2 (12.♗xc4 dxc4 13.♖h1) 12…f6 13.♖h1 Zeman-Aspiazu, Montevideo 2017.

		9…f5 10.♘f3 ♘c6

		If 10…♘d7 11.0-0-0 ♘f6 12.♕h3.

		11.0-0-0
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		Now that White has completed development we can see that he has a strong attack: all his pieces are in play. Black’s kingside is weak and his queenside development is incomplete; objectively the position is winning for White, despite being the exchange down.

		11…♕e8 12.♕h2 ♗d7

		If 12…♘b4 then 13.♗e2 ♕g6 14.♖h1.

		13.a3!?

		An unnecessary move. White wants to prevent …♘b4, but it was better to play either 13.g4, e.g. 13…♘b4 14.♖h1 ♘xd3+ 15.cxd3 ♕g6 16.♘h4 ♕xg4 17.♘f3 ♕xf3 (17…♕g6 18.♘e5) 18.♕xh7+ ♔f7 19.♖g1 ♖g8 20.♗e5, or else the simple 13.♖h1 h5 (13…♕g6 14.g4; 13…h6 14.♗xh6 ♕g6 15.♗xg7 ♕xg7 16.♗b5) 14.♕g3 ♖f6 15.♗g5 ♖g6 16.♖xh5.
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		13…♕g6?

		This move isn’t good, although Black’s position is very difficult to defend in any case.

		Let’s examine some more of his defensive options:

		A) 13…♘e7 14.g4 ♖f6 15.♖h1 h6 16.♗e5;

		B) 13…h6 14.♗xh6 ♗xh6 15.♕xh6 ♕e7 16.♖h1;

		C) 13…h5 14.♖h1 ♗f6 15.♕g3+ ♔f7 16.♘g5+ ♗xg5 17.♗xg5.

		14.g4!

		This move opens the position decisively.

		14…♕xg4 15.♗e2!?

		Here 15.♖g1 was good, e.g. 15…♕xf3 16.♗h6 ♖f7 17.♗e2 and Black loses the queen.

		15…♕g6 16.♖g1 ♕f6

		If 16…♕e8 then 17.♘g5 h6 18.♗h5 ♕e7 19.♘xe6! ♗xe6 (19…♕xe6 20.♕g2 ♖f7 (20…♕e7 21.♘xd5) 21.♗xf7+ ♕xf7 22.♗xh6) 20.♗xh6 ♖f6 21.♖xg7+ ♕xg7 22.♗xg7 ♔xg7 23.♕xc7+, with a decisive advantage to White.
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		17.♗g5

		Almost everything wins, e.g. 17.♗h6 ♖f7 18.♗g5 ♕g6 19.♘h4 or 17.♘e5 ♗e8 18.♗g5.

		17…♕g6 18.♗h6 ♖f6

		Black must give up the queen, even if it isn’t sufficient to save the game. 18…♕xg1+ 19.♕xg1 ♖f7 20.♗b5.

		19.♗xg7 ♕xg1+ 20.♘xg1 ♔xg7 21.♕xc7

		The game is decided: Black could safely have resigned here.

		21…♖f7 22.♘h3 ♖g8 23.♘g5 ♖e7 24.♕d6 ♔h6 25.♘xd5 ♖eg7

		This allows mate; 25…♖xg5 26.♘xe7.

		26.♕h2+! ♔xg5 27.♕h5 1-0

		

		Game 21 Jobava Attack

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2875

		

		Rauf Mamedov 2645

		

		Internet blitz 2020 (3.9)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 d5
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		This move is aimed at preventing White from playing e2-e4, which would transpose to the Pirc Defence. The majority of King’s Indian players don’t play the Pirc and so they usually play 3…d5.

		If Black plays 3…♗g7 regardless, White has several options in addition to transposing to the Pirc with 4.e4. Let’s view some of the possible variations:

		A) One interesting alternative is 4.♕d2!?
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		analysis diagram

		

		4…0-0

		A1) White can also play 5.♗h6!? d5 (or 5…♗xh6 6.♕xh6 c5 7.0-0-0 (7.dxc5 ♕a5 8.0-0-0 ♕xc5 9.♘h3  Hebden-Lewis, Newport Pagnell 2016) 7…♘c6 8.dxc5 ♕a5 9.♘f3 ♘g4 10.♕h4  Milanovic-Ratkovic, Zrenjanin 2018 and also 5…d6 6.0-0-0 c6 7.e4 b5 8.f3  J.L. Fernandez-Rodriguez Landa, cr 2016) 6.♗xg7 ♔xg7 7.0-0-0 c5 8.e3 ♘c6 9.dxc5 ♗e6 10.♗b5  J.van Foreest-Gao Rui, Basel 2017;

		A2) 5.e4 d5 (or 5…d6 6.0-0-0 c6 (6…a6 7.♗h6 b5 8.f3 b4 9.♘ce2  Tang-Mareco, Internet blitz 2020, 6…♘c6?! 7.f3 ♘h5 8.♗h6  Wei Yi-Wan Yunguo, Beijing tt 2017) 7.f3 b5 8.♔b1 a5 9.♗h6  Nihal-Sevian, Internet blitz 2019) 6.e5 ♘e4 7.♘xe4 dxe4 8.0-0-0  Grischuk-Wang Yue, Beijing blitz 2014.

		B) If we want to keep to the pattern of the London System we can also play 4.e3
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		analysis diagram

		

		4…0-0 5.h4!?

		B1) 5…d6?! 6.h5 ♘xh5 7.♖xh5! gxh5 8.♕xh5.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Once again this exchange sacrifice gives White a clear advantage.

		B11) 8…♘d7 9.♗d3 f5 (9…♘f6 10.♕h4 ♖e8 11.0-0-0+–) 10.♗c4+ ♔h8 11.♗g5 (11.0-0-0  ) 11…♘f6 12.♕h4 ♕e8 13.0-0-0 ♕g6 14.♘f3  ;

		B12) 8…e5?! 9.♗g5! (9.dxe5?! dxe5 10.♗xe5 ♗xe5 11.♕xe5 ♘c6  ; 11…♕d6!?  ) 9…♕e8 (9…f6?? 10.♗c4+ ♔h8 11.♗d3+–) 10.♘d5 f6 (10…♕e6 11.♘xc7+–) 11.♕xe8 ♖xe8 12.♗h4 ♘a6 13.♗xa6 bxa6 14.♘xc7+–;

		B13) 8…f5 (this weakening move is an indication that things are not going well for Black) 9.♘f3 (even better is 9.♗c4+! e6 (9…♔h8 10.♘f3 ♕e8 11.♕h2 ♘d7 12.0-0-0) 10.0-0-0 ♕e8 11.♕h4 ♘d7 12.♘ge2 ♘f6 13.g4! ♘xg4 (13…fxg4 14.♖h1  ) 14.♖h1  ) 9…♕e8 10.♕h2! (or 10.♕xe8!? ♖xe8 11.♘d5 ♘a6 12.♗xa6 bxa6 13.♘xc7+– Al Thebaiti-Zarubitski, Moscow blitz 2019) 10…♘d7 (if 10…e6 then 11.♗d3 ♘c6 12.0-0-0+–) 11.0-0-0? (here it was better to play 11.♗c4+! ♔h8 (11…e6 12.♘b5+–) 12.0-0-0 ♘f6 13.♖h1+–) 11…♘f6 12.♗c4+ e6= Al Sayed-Lu Shanglei, Doha blitz 2016.

		B2) 5…h6?! is also inferior, e.g. 6.h5! g5! 7.♗xg5 hxg5 8.h6 ♗xh6 (8…♗h8 9.h7+ ♔g7 (9…♘xh7 10.♕h5+–) 10.♕f3 d5 11.♕g3 ♘g4 12.f3 ♕d6 13.♕xd6 exd6 14.fxg4+–) 9.♖xh6 ♔g7 10.♖h2 ♖h8 11.♖xh8 ♕xh8 12.♘ge2  ;

		B3) The best defence is 5…h5! 6.♘f3 d5 7.♕d2 (7.♘e5!?) 7…c5 8.♘e5 cxd4 9.exd4 ♘c6 10.f3 ♗f5 (or 10…♘d7!? 11.♘xd5 ♘db8? (11…♘dxe5! 12.dxe5 ♘xe5 13.0-0-0∞ Inarkiev-Volokitin, Doha blitz 2016) 12.♘b4? (12.c4  ) 12…♘xd4 13.0-0-0= Prié-Bernal Moro, Mont de Marsan 2018) 11.♗b5 ♘b4 (11…♘xe5 12.dxe5 ♘d7 13 0-0-0∞) 12.♗a4 ♖c8 13.a3∞ Kotrotsos-Murzin, Paleochora 2019.

		C) 4.e4
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		analysis diagram

		

		C1) 4…c5!? 5.dxc5 ♕a5 6.♕d2 ♕xc5 7.f3 d6 8.♘ge2 ♘c6 9.0-0-0  ;

		C2) 4…d5 5.e5 ♘e4 6.♘xe4 (6.♕d3!?  ) 6…dxe4 7.c3  ;

		C3) 4…d6 5.♕d2 (White continues in pure Pirc style; a more positional approach is 5.♘f3 0-0 6.♗e2 ♘c6 7.0-0 ♗g4 8.d5 ♗xf3 9.♗xf3 ♘e5 10.♗e2  Aronian-Nepomniachtchi, Internet blitz 2017) 5…0-0 (or 5…c6 6.♗h6 ♗xh6 7.♕xh6 ♕a5 8.♗d3  Vachier-Lagrave-Dominguez Perez, Internet blitz 2018) 6.0-0-0 ♘c6 (if 6…♘bd7 7.e5 ♘h5 8.♗h6  Rapport-Getz, Villorba 2018) 7.f3 h5 8.♔b1 (or 8.♘ge2!?  Grabner-Gonzaga Grego, cr 2018) 8…e5!? (if 8…a6 9.♗h6  ) 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.♕xd8 ♖xd8 11.♖xd8+ ♘xd8 12.♗xe5 ♘xe4 13.♗xg7 ♘f2 14.♗f6  .

		Let’s return to the main game.

		4.e3

		The normal move. Another option is 4.♘b5!? ♘a6 5.e3 ♗g7 6.♘f3 (6.h4!? is interesting, while other options include 6.♘c3 0-0 (6…♘b8!?) 7.♗xa6 bxa6  H.E.Nielsen-Ziska, Faroe Islands tt 2019/20 and 6.♗e2 0-0 7.♘c3 ♘b8 8.♘f3 c5, transposing to the Barry Attack, which we covered in Game 13 of our previous book on the London System) 6…0-0 7.h3 c6 8.♘c3 ♘c7  Aronian-Vachier-Lagrave, Tbilisi 2017 (twice!).

		4…♗g7 5.h4

		The aggressive line which we are studying. Instead, 5.♘b5!? ♘a6 transposes to the lines which we’ve just seen at move 4. We can also switch to the Barry Attack with 5.♗e2 0-0 6.♘f3 c5 7.♘e5.
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		5…h5!

		We round off our study of this vari­ation with Black’s best, least risky defence. This radically prevents the advance h4-h5 and at the moment the potential pawn break on g4 remains only a distant possibility.

		6.♘f3

		Another option is 6.♗e2 0-0 7.♘f3 c5 8.dxc5 ♕a5 9.0-0 ♕xc5= Naiditsch-Carlsen, Karlsruhe 2017.

		6…c6

		A solid move; other options are:

		A) 6…♗g4 7.♕d2! (better than 7.♗e2 ♗xf3 (7…c6 8.♘e5) 8.♗xf3 c6 9.♕d2 (9.0-0  ) 9…♘bd7 10.0-0-0?! b5 11.♔b1  Aronian-Vachier-Lagrave, Gibraltar rapid 2018) 7…♗xf3 (or 7…♘bd7 8.♘g5 c5 9.f3 ♗f5 10.♘e2 ♕b6 11.c3  ) 8.gxf3 0-0 9.0-0-0 ♘c6 (9…c5 10.dxc5 ♘c6 11.♘xd5 ♘xd5 12.♕xd5 ♕a5 13.♕b3  Navara-Bobras, Czech Republic tt 2017/18) 10.♔b1 a6 11.e4  Swiercz-E.Hansen, St Louis 2018;

		B) 6…0-0 7.♘e5 c5 8.♕d2 ♕a5 9.f3 ♘c6 10.dxc5 ♕xc5 (10…a6 11.♗e2 ♖d8 12.♘xc6 bxc6=) 11.♘xc6 ♕xc6 12.0-0-0= Torosyan-Chaqryan, Yerevan 2019.
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		7.♘e5!?

		Another plan is 7.♗e2 ♗g4 8.♘e5! ♗xe2 9.♕xe2 ♘bd7 10.0-0-0 ♕a5 (10…♘xe5 11.♗xe5 ♕d7 12.f3∞ Karjakin-Li Chao, Doha blitz 2016) 11.♔b1 ♖c8 12.e4  Karjakin-Giri, Stavanger blitz 2017.

		The plan of 7.♕d2 is more interes­ting:

		A) 7…♗f5 8.♗d3 ♗xd3 9.cxd3 ♘bd7 10.0-0∞;

		B) 7…♘bd7 8.♘e5 ♘xe5 (8…0-0 9.0-0-0 ♘e4 10.♘xe4 dxe4 11.♗c4  Romero Holmes-Crnkovic, Pula 2012) 9.♗xe5  Kryvoruchko-Iniyan, Sharjah 2018;

		C) 7…0-0 8.♘e5 ♘fd7 9.0-0-0 (9.♘d3  ) 9…♘xe5 10.♗xe5= Samusenko-M.Petrosyan, Moscow 2020.

		7…♘bd7

		7…♘fd7!? 8.♘d3 ♘a6 9.♗e2 ♘c7 10.♕d2  Nihal-Firouzja, Xingtai blitz 2019.

		8.♗d3!?

		An interesting move, although not the best.

		White has also played 8.♗e2 ♘xe5 (8…♘f8 9.♕d2 ♘e6 10.♗h2 ♘d7  Osmak-Sapale, Chennai 2019; 8…♘e4?! 9.♘xe4 dxe4 10.♘xd7 ♗xd7  Matlakov-Rakhmanov, Sochi blitz 2018) 9.♗xe5 ♔f8 10.♕d2∞ Abasov-Valsecchi, Antalya 2017.

		The best move is 8.♕d2  , which transposes to the variations in the previous note, while 8.f3!? is also interesting.
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		8…♘f8?!

		Better are both 8…0-0 9.♕d2 ♘xe5 10.♗xe5 ♘d7 11.♗xg7 ♔xg7 12.0-0-0= and 8…♘xe5 9.♗xe5 0-0 10.♕f3  .

		9.♕d2 ♘e6 10.♗g3 ♘d7 11.♘f3!

		White avoids exchanges, so as not to make Black’s task easier. This is a slight improvement over 11.f4 ♘xe5 12.fxe5 ♗h6! 13.♘e2 ♘g7= or 11.♘xd7 ♗xd7 12.♘e2 c5 13.c3 0-0 14.0-0=.
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		11…b5?!

		A dubious move, especially since White hasn’t castled queenside yet, in which case it would have been justified. As things stand, it merely weakens the c6-pawn and the c5-square. It was better to play 11…♘f6  or 11…0-0  .

		12.♘e2!?

		12.0-0 was good, e.g. 12…0-0 13.e4 b4 14.♘e2 a5 15.exd5 cxd5 16.a3 bxa3 17.♖xa3  .

		12…♘b6 13.0-0 0-0
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		14.b3!

		Controlling the c4-square and also preparing the pawn break a2-a4, to play on the queenside. White has emerged from the opening with a clear advantage. It’s important to remember that even though we’ve played h2-h4, that doesn’t mean that we’ve given up the idea of castling kingside. We should adapt our play according to whatever Black plan adopts, and choose which side to castle accordingly.

		14…♘c4?!

		An interesting move to try to complicate the game. After the normal 14…♗b7 15.♗e5 ♗xe5 16.♘xe5 ♘g7 17.♘f4 ♘d7 18.♘xd7 ♕xd7 19.a4 White maintains a clear advantage.

		15.bxc4 bxc4 16.♖fc1!?

		White wants to open files for his rooks. Also good were 16.♗xc4 dxc4 17.♖ab1  and, especially, 16.♗xg6 fxg6 17.♖ab1, with a big advantage to White.

		16…cxd3 17.cxd3
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		This was Carlsen’s idea: he opens the c-file and exposes Black’s backward pawn on c6.

		17…c5!?

		Black wants to rid himself of his weak pawn as soon as possible. The alternative was 17…♕e8 18.♖ab1 f6 19.♕c3 ♘d8 20.♗c7 ♗d7 21.♘f4 ♔h7 22.♗xd8 ♕xd8 23.♕c5  .

		18.♖ab1

		The pawn is immune from capture: if 18.dxc5 ♗xa1=.

		18…cxd4 19.♘exd4 ♘xd4 20.♘xd4
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		White has a decent advantage: open files, a centralised knight on d4 and a bishop on g3 controlling c7 and b8. Although Black has the bishop pair his position is worse.

		20…♗d7

		Exchanging with 20…♗xd4?! doesn’t help Black. Although it would leave bishops of opposite colour, the invasion of the seventh rank by the white rooks would give White a great advantage after 21.exd4 ♗f5 22.♖c7 f6 23.♖bb7.

		21.♖b7 e5

		This is Black’s only option for gaining any counterplay, but it means that on his next move he must give up the bishop pair.

		22.♘c6 ♗xc6

		If 22…♕e8 then 23.♘xa7+–.

		23.♖xc6 a5 24.♖cc7
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		Finally White has penetrated to the seventh rank with his rooks, completely dominating the position.

		24…♕f6

		Even after 24…♖b8 25.♖a7 ♖b1+ 26.♔h2 White would have retained a very clear advantage. The king is secure on h2 and there is no good way for Black to defend his weakness on a5.

		25.♖d7

		Another good option was 25.a4 ♕e6 26.♔h2  .

		25…♕c6 26.♖bc7 ♕b6 27.♕c2 d4?

		This loses material. 27…♖ad8 was a better way to defend, e.g. 28.♖b7 ♕a6 29.♖a7 ♕e6 30.♖xd8 ♖xd8 31.♕b3 (if 31.♕c7 ♖c8 32.♕xa5 d4, with chances of counterplay for Black) 31…♕c6 32.a4 ♕c5 33.♕b7 ♖f8 34.♔h2 d4 35.e4  .
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		28.exd4 ♖ae8

		Probably it was here that Black realised that if 28…exd4? then 29.♗d6 wins the exchange.

		29.♕c4 ♖e6?

		This loses quickly. Black’s position was already very difficult, but 29…♕e6 offered better chances of resistance, although White’s advantage should still be winning after 30.d5 ♕f5 31.d6.

		30.d5

		Even stronger was 30.dxe5, since Black is unable to recapture on e5, because 30…♗xe5 loses to 31.♗xe5 ♖xe5 32.♖xf7!.

		30…♖ee8?

		This hastens Black’s defeat, although even after the superior 30…♖d6 31.♖xd6 ♕xd6 32.d4 his position would have been desperate.

		31.d6

		And Black resigned, since there is no good defence of f7; if 31…♖e6 then 32.♖xf7! ♖xf7 33.♕xe6 wins.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we saw an opening scheme for White based on a quick h2-h4 against the defences with …g7-g6, such as the Leningrad Dutch, the Grünfeld and the King’s Indian. It’s an aggressive scheme which is quite fashionable, although there is still room for new discoveries.

		In Game 18 we saw the plans against the Leningrad Variation of the Dutch Defence, based on the idea of h4-h5. Sacrificing the exchange in that line gives White a decisive advantage. As we saw in the game, Black must play very carefully against h2-h4, since he can find himself worse or lost in just a few moves. Furthermore, various books and courses advise against playing the Leningrad against this scheme.

		Against the King’s Indian and Grünfeld we have a scheme of play based on the Jobava Attack, London System and Barry Attack. Normally, after 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3, to prevent 4.e4 Black usually plays 3…d5. We gave some additional ideas for White in the event that Black plays 3…♗g7 or 3…d6.

		In Game 19, after 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.e3 ♗g7 5.h4 we saw the defence 5…a6, which doesn’t help Black much. White continues with 6.h5 ♘xh5 7.♖xh5 gxh5 8.♕xh5 and even though Black hasn’t castled, White still gains very good compensation for the sacrificed exchange.

		In Game 20 we saw the option of kingside castling by Black in response to h2-h4. Once again the exchange sacrifice 6.h5 ♘xh5? 7.♖xh5 gxh5 8.♕xh5 gives White a great advantage. Black’s best option is to play …c7-c5, either on move 5 or move 6.

		In Game 21 we viewed what I consider to be the safest defence for Black (5…h5), preventing White’s h4-h5 pawn break. The resulting positions are very interesting. In the model game we saw how White delays castling until he can see where best to place his king. Finally White chose to castle kingside after Black played the dubious move …b7-b5. What is clear is that playing h2-h4 doesn’t necessarily mean that White renounces kingside castling.

		

	
		

		LESSON 7

		

		Play on the queenside

		

		In this lesson we’re going see various games where the action takes place on the queenside. Against certain black defensive schemes the best plan for White is to attack on the queenside, where White often has a space advantage or pressure on the weak points such as b7.

		Opening of the a-file or advancing the queenside pawns with b4-b5 are plans at White’s disposal which are usually effective against several of Black’s defences. In many cases the move c2-c4 is involved, which is more active than c2-c3, especially when Black has developed his c8-bishop early on. The queen then usually comes out to the b3-square, from where it puts pressure on the weak point b7 as well as the d5-square. The early exchange of queens that can result is no impediment to White gaining the advantage.

		

		Game 22 Slav defence

		

		Eric Prié 2491

		

		Nanko Dobrev 2352

		

		Nantes 2009 (9)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♗f5 3.c4!

		This move is good and can be played immediately. The alternative is 3.e3 e6 4.c4, when Black has the possibility of playing 4…♗xb1
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		analysis diagram

		

		5.♕a4+! (this relatively new move gives White some advantage. Previously the main move was 5.♕xb1 ♗b4+ 6.♔d1 ♘f6 (6…♗d6 7.♗g3 ♘f6 8.cxd5 ♘xd5 9.♘f3 c5 10.♗b5+  Le Quang Liem-Dominguez Perez, St Louis blitz 2017) 7.♘f3 0-0 8.♗g3 c5 9.a3 ♗a5 10.b4  Duda-Mamedov, Moscow 2019) 5…♘c6 (or 5…♕d7 6.♕xd7+ ♘xd7 7.♖xb1 ♗b4+ 8.♔d1 dxc4 9.♗xc4  Santos Latasa-Agüero Jimenez, Iberoamericano Internet blitz 2020) 6.♖xb1 ♗b4+ 7.♔d1 dxc4 (7…♗d6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.♗a6!  Santos Latasa-Agüero Jimenez, Iberoamericano Internet blitz 2020) 8.♗xc4 a6 9.♗d3  Kovalev-M.Petrosyan, Moscow 2019.

		3…c6

		If 3…dxc4?! then 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.f3 (5.e3 c6 6.♗xc4 e6 7.♘f3 ♘bd7 8.0-0  Schlindwein-Monteforte, Germany tt 2005/06) 5…e6 6.e4 ♗g6 7.♗xc4  Nabaty-Hakobyan, Yerevan 2016.

		4.♘c3

		A normal developing move. Instead, 4.e3 is also playable and will usually transpose to the main lines. Alternatively Black could again play 4…♗xb1, but it’s not as good now. After 5.♖xb1 (5.♕xb1!?  ) let’s look at some options:

		A) It isn’t good to win a pawn with 5…♕a5+? 6.b4 ♕xa2 7.♕c1 e6 8.c5 ♘f6 9.♘e2! (9.♖a1 ♕b3 10.♖b1 ♕a2=) 9…♕a6 10.♗xb8 (10.♖a1+–) 10…♖xb8 11.♖a1 ♕d3 12.♘f4 ♕f5 13.♗d3 ♕g5 14.♖xa7+–;

		B) 5…e5?! is also inferior, e.g. 6.♗xe5 (6.dxe5!? ♕a5+ 7.♔e2 dxc4 8.♕c2  ) 6…♕a5+ 7.b4! (7.♔e2!? ♕xa2 8.cxd5 ♕xd5 9.f3  ) 7…♗xb4+ (7…♕xa2 8.c5+–) 8.♔e2 f6 (8…dxc4 9.♗xg7+–) 9.♗xb8 ♖xb8 10.♕b3 ♗d6 11.♔f3!. A very original idea to bring the king into safety.
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		analysis diagram

		

		11…♘e7 12.g3 0-0 13.♔g2  ;

		C) Black should play 5…♘f6 6.c5 ♘bd7 7.♗d3 g6 8.♘f3 ♗g7 9.h3  Rowson-Tregubov, France tt 2005.

		4…e6 5.♘f3

		At this point it’s better to play the immediate 5.♕b3!:

		A) 5…♕b6 6.c5 ♕xb3 7.axb3 ♘d7 8.b4! a6 (8…♘gf6 9.e3  ) 9.♘f3 ♖c8 10.♘d2! ♗e7 (10…♘e7 11.h3 f6 12.e3 e5 13.♗h2  Voiculescu-Mary, cr 2012) 11.f3 ♗d8 12.e4 ♗g6  Tang-Kretchetov, Philadelphia 2017;

		B) Another option is 5…b6 6.cxd5 exd5 (6…cxd5 7.♘b5+–) 7.e4 ♗xe4 8.♘xe4 dxe4 9.♗c4 ♕e7 10.♘e2 (10.♔f1!?  ) 10…♕b4+ 11.♘c3 ♕xb3 12.♗xb3 ♘f6 13.0-0  .

		5…♘f6

		Better options for Black are 5…♗d6 6.♗xd6 ♕xd6 7.♕b3  and 5…♕b6 6.♕d2 ♘f6 7.c5 ♕d8 8.e3 ♗e7 9.♗d3 ♗xd3 10.♕xd3  .

		6.♕b3

		One of the typical plans for White when Black moves his bishop from c8 at an early stage is to attack the weakness on b7, similar to the way in which Black often attacks b2 with …♕b6. This is normally carried out after playing c2-c4, since with the queen on b3 White also puts pressure on d5.
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		6…♕b6

		The most usual defence; Black’s other options are 6…♕c8 7.cxd5 exd5 8.♖c1  Krasenkow-Gleizerov, Stockholm 1994, and 6…b6 7.e3 ♗d6 8.♗xd6 (8.♘e5 dxc4 9.♗xc4 0-0 10.♗e2  Berkes-Ratkovic, Skopje 2012) 8…♕xd6 9.♘h4 0-0 10.cxd5 ♘xd5 11.♘xf5 exf5 12.g3  .

		7.c5! ♕xb3 8.axb3

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		Despite the exchange of queens, this type of position is advanta­geous for White. He has the half-open a-file and the plan of b4-b5 gives him a comfortable advantage on the queenside.

		8…♘bd7

		Black has also played 8…a6 9.b4 ♘e4 (9…♗e7 10.e3 0-0 11.b5  Burmakin-Kraidman, Benidorm 2008) 10.♘h4 g6 11.♘xf5 gxf5 12.e3 ♘d7 13.♘e2  and 8…♘a6 9.♖xa6! (a strong exchange sacrifice, although the quieter 9.e3 ♘b4 10.♖a4! ♘d3+ 11.♗xd3 ♗xd3 12.♔d2  is also good) 9…bxa6 10.e3 ♘h5 11.♗c7 ♗e4 12.♘xe4 dxe4  Leotard-Stull, cr 2004.

		9.h3

		This is not a bad move. It provides a safe refuge on h2 for the f4-bishop, but both 9.b4 ♘h5 10.♗e5! a6 (10…♘xe5 11.♘xe5  ) 11.b5 ♗e4 12.♗c7  and 9.e3 a6 10.b4 ♘h5 (10…♖c8 11.h3  ) 11.♗e5 f6 12.♗c7 ♖c8 13.♗a5  are even slightly better.
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		9…♗e7

		9…a6 10.b4 ♘e4 11.e3 ♗e7 12.b5 ♘xc3 13.bxc3 f6 14.bxc6 bxc6 15.♗g3 and 9…♘e4 10.e3 ♘xc3 11.bxc3 a6 12.b4 ♖c8 13.♘d2 are both clearly better for White, Kosic-Stojanovic, Podgorica 1996.

		10.b4

		White has control of the diagonal h2-b8 and is preparing the pawn break b4-b5. Instead, 10.e3 was also good.
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		10…♘e4

		Here 10…0-0 has also been played, e.g. 11.b5 cxb5 12.♘xb5 a6 (12…♘e4 13.e3 a6 14.♘c3  ) 13.♘d6 ♗xd6 14.♗xd6  Wirthensohn-Hund, Germany tt 2005/06 and 10…a6 11.b5 ♘e4 12.e3 0-0 13.bxa6 bxa6 14.♗e2 ♖a7 15.0-0  .

		11.e3 0-0

		Black has also played 11…♘xc3 12.bxc3 0-0 (12…a6 13.b5  ) 13.b5 cxb5 14.♗xb5  Alarcon Casellas-Mamedjarova, Barbera del Valles 2012, and 11…g5 12.♗h2 h5 13.♘xe4 (13.b5 ♘xc3 14.bxc3  ) 13…♗xe4 14.♘d2  Sedlak-Jandl, Aschach 2015.

		12.b5!

		White carries out this thematic advance before Black can prevent it.
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		12…f6?

		This move is a serious error. The idea in itself isn’t bad, since it prepares counterplay with …e6-e5 and also deprives the white pieces of the use of the e5-square, but it doesn’t work in this position.

		A) It was better to play 12…a6!? 13.bxa6 bxa6 14.♗e2 a5 15.0-0 g5 16.♗h2 ♘xc3 17.bxc3 ♖a7 18.♖a3, although White would then have a clear advantage, since both the a- and c-pawns are weak and White is going to double rooks and apply pressure along the a-file;

		B) 12…♘xc3 13.bxc3 a6 14.bxa6 bxa6 15.♗e2 is similar to the previous note;

		C) In the event of 12…a5 White can play 13.♘a4 ♗g6 14.♗h2 f6 15.♗e2 e5 16.0-0 ♖fe8 17.♖fd1, with a comfortable advantage.

		13.♘h4!

		Also good is 13.bxc6 bxc6 14.♘h4 g5 15.♘xf5 exf5 16.♗h2+– Obsivac-Bednarik, Czech Republic tt 2016/17.

		13…♘xc3

		13…g5 is no better: 14.♘xf5 exf5 15.♗h2 a6 (15…a5 16.bxc6 bxc6 17.♗d3 ♖fe8 18.0-0 1-0 Rusev-Semsiu, Struga tt 2012) 16.bxc6 bxc6 17.♘d1!? (17.g4! is even better) Van der Sterren-Sequera Paolini, Istanbul 2000.

		14.♘xf5 exf5 15.bxc3
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		White’s position is winning; the pressure on the queenside in combination with the pawn break c3-c4 means that Black has no good defence.

		15…♘b8

		An ugly move, but in any case Black has no good answer. If 15…a5 then 16.bxa6 bxa6 17.c4 a5 18.cxd5 cxd5 19.♗e2 g5 20.♗h2.

		16.♔d2 ♗d8 17.c4! ♖f7 18.♗d3 g6 19.♖hb1

		We can see the great difference in activity between the two sides’ pieces. Now White is able to finish the game…

		19…♗c7
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		20.b6 ♗xf4 21.♖xa7!

		And Black resigned, since after 21…♖xa7 22.bxa7 the pawn queens.

		

		Game 23 Slav defence

		

		Gata Kamsky 2705

		

		Mion Sher 2420

		

		Internet blitz 2007

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♗f5 3.♗f4 e6 4.e3 c6 5.c4 ♘d7
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		6.♘c3

		The natural move. White can also play 6.♕b3!? immediately, without fearing 6…♗xb1 7.♖xb1 ♕a5+ 8.♔d1 ♕b6 9.c5 ♕xb3+ 10.axb3 ♘gf6  Danielian-Burmakin, Kavala 2008.

		6…♘gf6 7.♕b3 ♕b6

		The most popular way to protect the b7-pawn, although not the best.

		A) A good alternative is 7…♕c8 8.♘h4 (8.cxd5 exd5 9.♖c1 Cosma-Shumiakina, Elista 1998) 8…♗e4 9.cxd5 (9.♖c1 h6 10.♘f3 ♗h7 11.cxd5 ♘xd5 12.♗g3 ♗e7 13.♗e2  ) 9…♗xd5  Gelashvili-Bercys, Philadelphia 2011;

		B) 7…♘h5 is interesting, e.g. 8.♗e5 f6 9.♗g3 ♘xg3 10.hxg3 ♕b6 11.♕xb6 axb6 12.♘h4  .
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		8.c5! ♕xb3 9.axb3

		White is threatening the pawn break b4-b5, so Black prevents it.

		9…a6 10.b4 ♖c8
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		This is quite a common sort of position and is considered to be advantageous for White. Black has prevented the pawn break b4-b5, but still has weaknesses, especially b7, which isn’t easy to protect, because the bishop on f4 deprives the rook of the b8- and c7-squares.

		White has various interesting plans, such as bringing a knight to a5. Even if Black eliminates it with his bishop, White can recapture with the b4-pawn and then put pressure on the b7-pawn with the white rooks on the b-file.

		11.h3 h6

		Black provides a refuge for his bishop and threatens a possible …g7-g5. However, the most common continuation here is 11…♗e7 12.♘d2, and now:

		A) 12…0-0 13.♘b3 ♗d8 14.♗d6 ♖e8 15.g4 ♗c2 16.♘a5 ♗xa5 17.bxa5  Nabaty-Alterman, Israel tt 2018;

		B) 12…♗d8 13.g4 (13.♘b3  ) 13…♗g6 14.♘b3 ♘e4 (14…0-0 15.♘a5 ♗xa5 16.bxa5 ♖fe8 17.♗d6 e5 18.♔d2  Berczes-Kozak, Budapest 2016) 15.h4 h5 16.g5 ♘xc3 17.bxc3 ♗c7 18.♗xc7 ♖xc7 19.♗e2 e5 20.♔d2  ;

		C) 12…♗c2 13.♗e2 ♗d8 14.h4 h5 15.f3 ♗f5 16.♘b3  .

		12.♘d2!
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		The start of the typical plan to bring the knight to a5.

		12…♗e7 13.♘b3 ♗d8 14.♘a5

		This isn’t a bad move, but there is no need to hurry and it’s even slightly better to delay it. White has at his disposal several other good moves, such as:

		A) 14.♗e2 0-0 (14…♗c7 15.♗xc7 ♖xc7 16.b5+–) 15.♗d6 ♖e8 16.g4 ♗g6 17.♘a5 ♗xa5 18.bxa5 e5 19.♔d2  ;

		B) 14.f3 ♔f8 15.g4 ♗g6 16.h4 ♘e8 17.♘a5 ♗xa5 18.bxa5 f6 19.h5 ♗h7 20.♗g3  ;

		C) 14.g4 ♗g6 15.♗e2 h5 16.g5 ♘h7 17.h4 ♘hf8 18.♗d6  .
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		14…♗xa5 15.bxa5!

		This is White’s idea: recapturing with the pawn frees the b-file and White can manoeuvre his rooks to b4 and b3, to attack the weak point on b7. Recapturing with the rook is not as strong, since b4-b5 won’t be possible, although there are ideas of a possible piece sacrifice on a6: 15.♖xa5 0-0 16.♖a3 ♖fe8 17.♘e2 e5 18.♗g3 ♗g6 19.f3  .

		15…0-0

		The move 15…e5!? is interesting, e.g. 16.dxe5! (16.♗h2!? 0-0 17.f3 (17.♔d2 exd4 18.exd4 ♘e4+ 19.♘xe4 dxe4 20.♖a4 ♖fd8 21.♗d6  ) 17…♘e8 18.♗xe5 ♘xe5 19.dxe5 ♘c7 20.0-0-0 ♖ce8 21.f4  ) 16…♘e4 17.♘xe4 ♗xe4 18.♖c1 (18.f3! ♗h7 19.b4 0-0 20.e6 fxe6 21.♗d6  ) 18…0-0 19.♗e2  Abdulla-Rahman, Bangladesh tt 2013.

		15…♘e4 is not good due to 16.f3 ♘xc3 17.bxc3 and the b-file is opened, with a big advantage to White.

		16.f3!?

		Not a bad move, controlling the e4-square. But there were two even better options:

		A) 16.♗d6! ♖fd8 (16…♖fe8 17.♖a4 ♖a8 18.♖b4 ♖a7 19.f3+– Jotic-Arbutina, Banja Junakovic 2007) 17.g4 ♗h7 18.f3 ♖a8 19.♔d2 ♘e8 20.♘a4 ♘xd6 21.cxd6 ♘f6 22.♘c5 ♖ab8 23.♖a3 ♖xd6 24.♖b3+–;

		B) 16.g4!? ♗e4 17.♖g1 ♖fe8 18.♗d6 e5 19.♔d2 exd4 20.exd4 ♖e6 21.f4  .
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		16…♖fe8

		This is the only move played in the available games. An alternative would be 16…♘e8 17.♔d2 f6 (17…♘c7 18.♗d6 ♖fe8 19.g4 ♗g6 20.♘a4+–) 18.e4 ♗h7 (18…♗g6 19.exd5 exd5) 19.exd5 exd5 20.♖e1 ♘c7 21.h4  .

		17.♔d2

		Another good move is 17.g4! ♗g6 (17…♗h7 18.♔d2 e5 19.♗h2 ♖e7 20.♖a4 ♘e8 21.♖b4 ♖b8 22.♗xe5 ♘xe5 23.dxe5 ♘c7 24.f4  ) 18.♔d2 e5 19.♗g3 exd4 20.exd4 ♘f8 21.h4 ♘e6 22.♖a4+– Bagheri-Haznedaroglu, Beijing rapid 2008.

		Kamsky himself varied not long ago with an inferior (!) move: 17.♔f2!? e5 18.♗h2 exd4 19.exd4 ♗c2 20.♗e2 ♘f8 21.♖hc1 (Kamsky-Yudin, St Petersburg blitz 2018), and even though this also resulted in a clear advantage to White, it isn’t as strong as the other options.

		17…e5 18.♗h2 exd4!?

		Opening the e-file isn’t good, because Black will be unable to attack the d4-pawn. Also bad was 18…♖e7 19.♖a4 ♘e8 20.♖b4 ♖b8 21.g4 ♗g6 22.♗xe5+– Khoroshev-Al Aqrabi, Batumi 2018.

		It was better to defend with either 18…♘h7 19.g4 ♗g6 20.h4 ♘hf8 21.♖a4 ♘e6 22.♖b4 ♗h7 23.♖g1 g5 24.hxg5 hxg5 25.♘e2  or even 18…e4 19.g4 ♗e6 20.f4 g6 21.♗e2 ♘h7 22.f5 gxf5 23.gxf5 ♗xf5 24.♗f4  .
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		19.exd4 ♘f8 20.♖a4

		White initiates the plan of bringing the queen’s rook to the b-file.

		20…♖cd8 21.♖b4 ♗c8

		The bishop now remains passive. Other defences would also fail to solve Black’s problems, e.g. 21…♖d7 22.g4 ♗h7 23.h4 g5 24.♘d1 ♖a8 25.♗d6, or 21…♘e6 22.g4 ♗h7 23.h4 ♖e7 24.♗d6 ♖ed7 25.♘a4 ♘e8 26.♘b6, and in both cases White’s advantage is decisive.

		22.♗c7

		Here 22.♗d3 ♘e6 23.h4 ♘h5 24.♘e2 was also good.

		22…♖d7 23.♗e5 ♘6h7 24.♗d3 ♘e6 25.♘a4

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		White threatens to win the exchange with 26.♘b6. In addition to the weakness on b7 we can see that many of the dark squares in the black position are also weak. Black has no good defence.

		25…♖de7?

		This loses material. The best move was 25…♖dd8 but after 26.♘b6 ♗d7 27.♖e1 ♘f6 28.g4 White would have a decisive advantage: he dominates the board and has a great advantage in space.

		26.♗d6 ♘d8

		If 26…♖d7 then 27.♘b6 ♖dd8 28.♘xc8 ♖xc8 29.♖e1 ♖ed8 30.♖xb7 ♘xd4 31.♗xa6.

		27.♗xe7 ♖xe7
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		28.♗xa6!

		The coup de grâce, although 28.♖e1 was also winning.

		28…♘g5

		White would regain the piece after 28…bxa6 29.♖b8 ♖c7 30.♘b6.

		29.♗d3 ♖c7 30.a6 bxa6 31.♖b8 ♘ge6 32.♘b6 ♗b7 33.♗f5

		And Black resigned. His position is very passive and he’s about to lose more material.

		

		Game 24 Slav defence

		

		Oscar De Prado Rodriguez

		

		J.M.Diaz

		

		Arteixo 2019

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 ♗f5 4.c4 c6 5.♘c3 e6 6.♕b3
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		This immediate attack on the b7-pawn is possible and good, without the need to preface it with 6.♘f3.

		6…♕b6

		The most popular defence, although not the best. If 6…♕c8 7.♘f3 (7.♖c1 ♘bd7 8.♘f3 ♗e7 9.h3  Tang-Nihal, Internet blitz 2020) 7…♗e7 8.♗e2 ♘bd7 9.♘h4  , or 6…b6 7.♘f3 ♗d6 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.♘h4 ♗e4 10.cxd5 ♗xd5 (10…exd5 11.♘xe4 (11.f3 ♗g6 12.0-0-0  ) 11…♘xe4 12.♗d3 g6  Muschik-Malykin, Germany tt 2008/09) 11.♘xd5 exd5 12.♘f5 ♕d7 13.♘g3  .

		7.c5

		Gaining space and forcing the exchange of queens.

		7…♕xb3 8.axb3 ♘bd7 9.b4!

		This threat is b4-b5, which can’t be prevented. Also good are 9.f3 h5 10.b4 ♗e7 11.b5 e5 12.dxe5 ♘h7 13.b4  and 9.h3 a6 10.b4 ♖c8 11.♘f3, which transposes to the previous game by Kamsky.
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		9…♘h5?!

		A quite popular move which in reality is dubious, to say the least. The idea is to eliminate the bishop on f4, but either Black will be unable to achieve this, or he’ll have to pay too high a price for it.

		Other options are better:

		A) 9…a6 10.b5 cxb5 11.♗xb5 ♗e7 (11…♖c8 12.♗a4 ♗e7 13.f3  Bogosavljevic-Mijovic, Vrnjacka Banja 2006) 12.♘f3 0-0 13.♗a4  Aranha-Bere, Sao Paulo 1998;

		B) 9…♗e7 10.b5 0-0 11.♘f3 ♖fc8 (11…♘h5 12.bxc6 bxc6 13.♘e5! (13.♗c7  Gasanov-Habibullah, Baku 2018) 13…♘xe5 14.♗xe5  Yurtseven-Ouaret, Algiers tt 2012) 12.bxc6 ♖xc6 13.h3 (13.b4  Batsiashvili-Mamedjarova, Internet blitz 2020) 13…♖cc8 14.♗e2 ♘e4 15.♘xe4 dxe4 16.♘e5 ♘xe5 17.♗xe5  .

		10.♗c7!

		The best move, although 10.♗e5 is also interesting, e.g. 10…♘xe5 (10…f6? is bad: 11.♗c7 ♖c8 (11…g5 12.b5+– Yermolinsky-Lu, Dallas 2008) 12.♖xa7!? (12.♗d6+–) 12…♖xc7 13.♗e2 g6 14.g4+– Bellon Lopez-Winkler, Gibraltar 2011) 11.dxe5 g5 12.♗e2 ♘g7 13.g4  Pourramezanali-Bayramov, Baku 2019.
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		10…♘hf6?!

		A new move which in reality is a loss of time and no improvement over previous games. The least bad here is 10…♖c8 (if 10…♗e7 11.b5+–).

		A) Here the piece sacrifice 11.♖xa7!? is interesting:
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		analysis diagram

		

		11…♖xc7 12.b5! ♔d8! (12…cxb5 13.f3! ♘hf6 14.g4 ♗g6 15.♖a8+ ♔e7 16.♘xb5 ♖c6 17.♘a7 ♖c7 18.g5  ) 13.b6 ♖c8 (13…♘xb6? 14.cxb6 ♖d7 15.♘f3+– Akhvlediani-Khalaji, Batumi 2018) 14.♖xb7 e5 15.♘f3 exd4 16.exd4 g6 17.b4  ;

		B) 11.♗e5 a6 12.f3  (12.h3 ♘hf6 13.♗h2  Larkin-Martynyuk, Mukachevo 2019) 12…♘hf6 13.g4 ♗g6 14.♗f4 ♗e7 15.h4 h6 16.♘ge2  .

		11.b5 ♘e4?

		A further mistake, which leaves Black lost in just eleven moves. Black’s position is precarious, but he could still struggle on with 11…cxb5 12.♘xb5 a6 13.f3 ♖c8 (13…♘xc5 14.dxc5 ♗xc5 15.♘d4+–) 14.♘d6+ ♗xd6 15.♗xd6, with a big advantage to White.

		12.bxc6! bxc6 13.♗a6!?

		Now there is no defence against the threat of 14.♗b7, winning the rook, but it was even stronger to exchange first on e4 to prevent any black counterplay: 13.♘xe4! ♗xe4 (13…dxe4 14.♗a6) 14.b4 ♗e7 15.f3 ♗g6 16.♗a6.

		13…♘exc5!?

		An ingenious resource, in the face of the imminent loss of material 13…♗e7 14.♗b7.

		14.dxc5 ♘xc5
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		Black has gained two pawns for the piece, but this is insufficient compensation and the white position is still winning.

		15.♘f3 ♗d3?

		It was slightly better to play 15…♔d7 16.♗g3 f6 17.♗e2.

		16.♗xd3 ♘xd3+ 17.♔e2 ♘xb2 18.♘e5
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		Winning a third pawn has only harmed Black. Now White has a great advantage in development and a centralised knight and soon he will start to pick off Black’s pawns. White’s advantage is winning.

		18…f6

		Or 18…♗b4 19.♖hc1 a5 20.♖ab1.

		19.♖hb1

		Here 19.♘xc6! was also good: 19…♔d7 20.♘xa7 ♔xc7 21.♖hb1 ♗c5 (21…♘c4 22.♘ab5+ ♔b7 23.♘d4+) 22.♖xb2.

		19…fxe5

		Or 19…♗b4 20.♘a4 ♘xa4 21.♖xa4 c5 22.♘d3 a5 23.♘xb4 cxb4 24.♖bxb4.

		20.♖xb2 d4

		Or 20…e4 21.♖b7 a6 22.♗e5.

		21.♘e4!
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		The knight has a strong square on e4. White will soon play ♖b7 and dominate the whole board.

		21…♗e7 22.♗xe5 dxe3 23.fxe3 0-0 24.♖b7!
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		One by one the black pawns are dropping off.

		24…♗f6

		Or 24…♖f7 25.♖axa7 ♖xa7 26.♖xa7.

		25.♗xf6 gxf6 26.♖axa7 ♖xa7 27.♖xa7 f5 28.♘g5 ♖f6 29.♖e7 ♖g6 30.h4 h6 31.♖xe6 1-0

		

		Game 25 Slav defence

		

		Boris Grachev 2668

		

		Andrey Rychagov 2568

		

		Moscow rapid 2010 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c6 3.e3 ♗f5 4.c4 e6 5.♘c3 ♘d7 6.♕b3?!
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		Against this specific order by Black, who hasn’t played …♘f6 yet and has played …♘d7 instead, this move isn’t as good now. Here it’s preferable first to play 6.♘f3 and only then ♕b3.

		6…♕b6 7.c5 ♕xb3 8.axb3 a6?!
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		Black fails to take advantage of White’s move-order. Here he had the strong response 8…e5!, which gives him comfortable equality after 9.♗g3 g6! 10.♘f3 (10.b4 exd4 11.exd4 ♗g7 12.♘f3 ♘e7=) 10…exd4 11.exd4 ♘e7=.

		9.b4 ♖c8 10.♘f3 ♘gf6 11.h3 ♗e7 12.♘d2 ♗d8 13.♘b3

		We’ve reached a thematic position, very similar to the one studied in the Kamsky-Sher game. White is threatening to carry out the plan of ♘a5, as we have seen in several games. Black, anticipating this plan, now commits an instructive error which should know.

		13…♗c7?

		The fact that Black hasn’t castled yet means that this idea doesn’t work. The idea of exchanging the bishop would be correct, if not for the tactical problem that arises in the game. It’s curious to see how several strong players have made the same mistake. Grachev has won at least three games with White using the same idea. Instead, 13…0-0  was better.

		14.♗xc7 ♖xc7 15.b5!
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		Black’s weak back rank makes this move possible. Black is already practically lost.

		15…0-0

		A) 15…♔e7? 16.b6 ♖cc8 17.♘a5 ♖b8 18.♗xa6! bxa6 19.♘xc6+ ♔f8 20.♖xa6 Grachev-Kharitonov, Moscow rapid 2010;

		B) 15…♘b8 16.bxa6 bxa6 17.♗xa6 0-0 18.♗e2 ♖b7 19.♗d1 g5 20.♔d2;

		C) 15…cxb5 16.♘xb5 ♖c6 (16…axb5? 17.♖a8+ ♔e7 18.♖xh8) 17.♘a5!, and the rook is lost, with a decisive advantage to White.

		16.b6 ♖cc8 17.♘a5 ♖b8

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		18.♗xa6!

		The key to the whole variation for White. This blow destroys the black pawn chain and leaves White with a strong protected passed pawn on b6.

		18…bxa6 19.♘xc6 ♖a8

		Black has been haemorrhaging points in this position. Several other moves have been tried here, without success:

		A) 19…♗d3 20.♘xb8 ♖xb8 21.♔d2 ♗c4 22.b3 ♗xb3 23.♖xa6;

		B) 19…♖b7 20.♖xa6 (20.♘e7+ ♔h8 21.♘xf5 exf5 22.♖xa6 Grachev-Mohammad, Chennai 2016) 20…♘b8 21.♘xb8 (21.♖a7!) 21…♖bxb8 22.♔d2 ♖fc8 (22…e5 23.c6!? (23.b4) 23…exd4 24.exd4 ♗c8 25.b7? (25.♖ha1! ♗xa6 26.♖xa6+–) 25…♗xb7 26.cxb7 ♖xb7  Dragieva-Kakhramonova, Al-Ain 2013) 23.b4 Gelashvili-Black, Rockville 2012;

		C) 19…♖be8 20.♖xa6 e5 21.b4 Sahil-Martynyuk, Novi Sad 2020.

		20.b7

		The b-pawn has become a very powerful piece; 20.♘e7+ ♔h8 21.b7 ♖ab8 22.c6 was also winning.
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		20…♖ab8

		Or 20…♖ae8 21.♖xa6 ♘b8 22.♘xb8 ♖xb8 23.♖a7.

		21.♘xb8

		Again 21.♘e7+ ♔h8 22.c6 was stronger.

		21…♘xb8 22.b4

		Now 22.♔e2! was more precise, to prevent Black’s next move before continuing with the plan of b2-b4.

		22…♗d3 23.♔d2 ♗c4 24.♖hb1 ♘e4+

		Or 24…♖d8 25.b5 axb5 26.♘xb5.

		25.♘xe4 dxe4 26.b5!
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		A simple and direct plan, helped by tactics.

		26…axb5

		If 26…♗xb5 then 27.♖xb5! axb5 28.♖a8 f5 (28…♘c6 29.♖c8 ♘b8 30.♖xb8 ♖xb8 31.c6 and the two pawns will beat the rook) 29.♔c3 ♔f7 30.♔b4 ♔e7 31.♔xb5 followed by the advance of the c-pawn.

		27.♖a8 ♗d5

		We already know that if 27…♘c6 then 28.♖c8 wins.

		28.♖xb5 f5 29.♖b6 ♔f7 30.♔c3 ♔e7 31.♖d6

		Cutting the black king off from the queenside. Black is totally at White’s mercy.

		31…g5 32.♔b4 ♔f6

		Or 32…♗xb7 33.♖a7 ♘c6+ 34.♖xc6+–; or 32…f4 33.♔b5 h5 34.♔b6+–.
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		33.♖xd5! exd5 34.♖xb8! ♖xb8 35.c6 ♔e7 36.♔c5

		And Black resigned in view of the unstoppable triumphal march of the white king to support the promotion of his pawns. If 36…♔d8 then 37.♔d6, and the advance c6-c7 is decisive.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we saw various Black set-ups based on the Slav Defence, with quick development of the black bishop on f5. Against this White’s best plan is to play c2-c4 and ♕b3, putting pressure on the weakness at b7 as well as on d5.

		After ♕b3 Black has several ways to protect his b7-pawn: the moves …b7-b6 and …♕c8 are less popular than …♕b6, and this move leads after White’s c4-c5 to the exchange of queens on b3. White recaptures with the pawn, opening the a-file, and then the plan of b4-b5 gives White strong pressure on the queenside.

		In Game 22, White manages to carry out the advance b4-b5, to which Black has no good answer. Black played the weak move …f7-f6 and was soon lost. We saw White finish neatly using the a-file.

		In Game 23, Black was able to prevent the pawn break b4-b5. We then saw a plan based on bringing the knight from f3 to a5 (via d2 and b3) to attack b7. In that situation Black normally has to exchange his dark-squared bishop for the knight on a5. Then, after recapturing on a5 with the b4-pawn the b-file is cleared and White brings his rook via a3 or a4 to b3 or b4, to maintain pressure on the b7-pawn. Finally, White’s strategy bore fruit and he won material.

		In Game 24, White again managed to play b4-b5, gaining the advantage. Black tried a dubious idea involving …♘h5 and found himself lost in just eleven moves. White won with a thematic idea: exchanging on c6, followed by ♗a6, which wins material due to the unstoppable threat of ♗b7.

		To conclude, in Game 25 we saw a very good idea for White, in a variation where Black prevents b4-b5 at an early stage. To avoid the plan of ♘a5, …♗xa5 and bxa5, Black played …♗c7, offering the exchange of bishops. A tactical detail, based on the weakness of Black’s back rank, enabled White to exchange bishops and then play the strong move b4-b5. Capturing the b5-pawn would have left Black lost. So next White was able to play b5-b6, followed by ♘a5 and the sacrifice of a piece on a6, which left Black defenceless. It’s good to know this idea, since several players have fallen victim to this with black.

		

	
		

		LESSON 8

		

		Good knight vs bad bishop

		

		In this lesson we look at a strategic theme: the superiority of the knight over the bishop, which arises quite frequently and not just in the London System. In many positions, White places his knight on e5 and ends up fighting against Black’s light-squared bishop, which is usually a ‘bad bishop’, a problem for Black which occurs in many openings. This usually happens when White plays ♗b5 and exchanges the bishop for the knight on c6.

		The advantage of the knight over the bishop can be either in the endgame, where the knight dominates the bishop and White enjoys a good pawn structure, or in the middlegame, where the knight is accompanied by other pieces, knight+queen or knight+rook, and they prove superior to Black’s duo of queen+bishop or rook+bishop. In many attacking positions the knight also proves superior to the bishop.

		

		Game 26 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Gata Kamsky 2681

		

		Praveen Balakrishnan 2348

		

		Philadelphia 2015 (6)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 d5 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗b5
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		This move has become fashionable as an alternative to the main move 8.♗d3 and Carlsen has played it on several occasions.

		8…♗xg3!?

		This doesn’t seem to be the best move. More usual and better options are:

		A) 8…♘e7 9.♗d3 (9.dxc5!?) 9…b6 10.e4 dxe4 (10…♗xg3 11.hxg3 dxe4 12.♘xe4  Carlsen-Korobov, Doha rapid 2016) 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♗xe4 ♖b8? (12…♘d5=) 13.dxc5 ♗xg3 14.hxg3  Carlsen-Bosiocic, Doha blitz 2016;

		B) 8…♗e7 9.♕e2 (9.♘e5?! ♕b6 10.♕a4 ♘xe5 11.dxe5 ♘h5 12.♖b1 ♕c7  Carlsen-Cuenca Jimenez, Internet blitz 2020; 9.♗d3 b6 10.♕e2 ♗b7  Sunilduth-Firouzja, Internet blitz 2020) 9…♕b6 10.dxc5 ♗xc5 11.♖b1  Nabaty-Movsesian, Czech Republic tt 2018/19.

		9.hxg3 ♕b6 10.♗xc6

		A thematic idea once the dark-squared bishops have been exchanged is to exchange the bishop for the knight on c6, in order then to install a strong white knight on e5. Instead, 10.a4 is also good here, e.g. 10…h6 (10…a6 11.♗xc6 bxc6 12.♕c2 ♖b8 13.♖b1  So-Karjakin, Stavanger blitz 2017) 11.0-0 ♘e7 12.♕b3  Carlsen-Caruana, Paris blitz 2017.

		10…bxc6

		Necessary, since if 10…♕xc6 then White plays 11.♘e5 ♕c7 12.g4 with a strong attack and a clear advantage. The black position becomes very precarious.

		11.♕c2 ♖b8
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		Black relies on his pressure along the b-file to gain compensation. Both sides have doubled pawns, but their evaluation isn’t the same. It’s clear that Black can undouble his pawns, but then he will be left with the weak pawn on c6; White has the semi-open h-file and maintains the option of castling at his convenience.

		12.♖b1

		The most common move here. It seems risky to play 12.0-0-0 ♗a6? (12…cxd4 13.cxd4 h6 14.♘e5 c5 15.dxc5 ♕c7, with very good compensation for Black) 13.♘e5 cxd4 14.exd4  Kozusek-Kanovsky, Czech Republic tt 2016/17.

		12…g6!?

		A rather dubious move; 12…cxd4 13.cxd4 ♗a6 is better, as we’ll see in the next game.

		13.♘e5
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		The knight occupies its ideal position. In this type of position White is aiming to remain with a good knight versus a bad bishop. This advantage can manifest itself both in the middlegame – in an attack on the enemy king – and in a better endgame.

		13…♘d7 14.0-0

		Kamsky allows the exchange of the e5-knight, counting on obtaining the d4-square in return. There were other interesting options, such as 14.♘df3 cxd4 15.cxd4 (15.exd4 ♘xe5 16.dxe5 ♗a6=) 15…♕a5+ 16.♕d2 ♕xa2 17.0-0 ♘xe5 18.♘xe5  , or 14.♘xd7 ♗xd7 15.dxc5 ♕xc5 16.b4 ♕e7 17.♘b3 e5 18.♖d1  .

		14…♘xe5

		Perhaps a bit better was 14…cxd4 15.♘xd7 ♗xd7 16.cxd4 e5! 17.dxe5 ♗f5 18.e4 dxe4 19.g4 ♗xg4 20.♘xe4 ♗f5 21.b3, with approximate equality.

		15.dxe5 ♗a6?!

		It was better to play 15…c4 16.g4 h6 17.b3 ♕c5 18.♖fe1 (18.bxc4 ♗a6) 18…♔g7 19.bxc4 ♗a6 20.cxd5 cxd5 21.♘f3, when White maintains a small advantage.
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		16.♖fe1 ♕b5 17.c4!

		A good move: White prevents the exchange of queens with 17…♕d3 that Black was threatening. Also, in the event of a capture on c4 Black will be left with tripled pawns and the white knight will gain a good square on e4.

		17…♕b6

		If 17…dxc4 then 18.♘e4! ♔g7 19.g4+–, or 17…♕a5 18.b3 ♖fd8 19.♖bc1  .

		18.b3 ♖fd8 19.♖ec1!?

		A rather strange move. Here 19.g4! was very strong, e.g. 19…♕a5 20.♖ed1 h6 21.f4  . It also seems more natural to move the other rook to c1 – 19.♖bc1  .

		19…♖bc8 20.♘f3!?

		Again, both 20.g4! and 20.f4! were very promising.

		20…♕c7

		The capture 20…dxc4 21.bxc4 wasn’t good, but 20…♔g7!?  was interesting.

		21.♕c3 ♖d7
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		Kamsky is in no hurry and is slowly manoeuvring; again, the plan of g3-g4 is still strong, but Kamsky has another idea.

		22.♖b2 d4?

		This move, which seems active, is in reality a mistake. It was better to maintain the central tension with 22…♔g7 23.♖d2 ♗b7 24.♖cd1  .
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		23.♕d3!

		Now the black bishop on a6 is a dead piece, completely hemmed in by its own pawns. In contrast, the white knight can move freely and reach e4. The result is that White already has a decisive advantage.

		23…♖cd8 24.♖d2 ♗c8

		If 24…dxe3 then 25.♕xe3 ♖xd2 26.♘xd2 ♕d7 27.♘e4 ♕d4 28.♕f4.

		25.♖cd1 ♕a5 26.♕e4!

		Forcing Black to capture and open the d-file.

		26…dxe3 27.♕xe3 ♖xd2 28.♖xd2 ♖xd2 29.♕xd2
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		29…♕c7

		The ending after 29…♕xd2 30.♘xd2 offers no hope to Black, due to the weak queenside pawns (especially c5) and the passivity of the bishop; however, keeping the queens on the board doesn’t help Black either.

		30.♕h6!

		As we can see, the white knight is superior to the black bishop, both in the ending and in the attack: now the threat is 31.♘g5.

		30…♕d8

		Or 30…♕e7 31.♘g5 f6 32.exf6 ♕xf6 33.♕xh7+ ♔f8 34.♘f3.

		31.♘g5 ♕d1+ 32.♔h2 ♕h5+

		Finally, to prevent mate Black has to exchange the queens and enter a lost ending.

		33.♕xh5 gxh5 34.♘e4
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		As we can see, the knight is far superior to the bishop in this ending; the c5-pawn is weak and defenceless. The rest is very easy.

		34…♔g7 35.♘f6!

		Even better than 35.♘xc5!?, which is also winning. White doesn’t want to give Black any kind of counterplay and he keeps improving his position without worrying about capturing pawns.

		35…♔g6 36.f4 ♔f5 37.♔h3! h6 38.♔h4 ♔g6 39.♘xh5 ♔f5 40.♘f6 ♔g6 41.g4

		And here Black decided to bring his suffering to an end and resigned.

		

		Game 27 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Gata Kamsky 2673

		

		Samuel Sevian 2565

		

		Chicago 2015 (7)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 ♗d6 7.♗g3

		The main move. There is also a solid option with 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.♗b5 ♗d7 9.0-0 0-0 10.♗xc6 (10.a4 a6 11.♗xc6 ♗xc6 12.♘e5 ♘d7 13.♘xd7 ♗xd7 14.a5 b6= Kveinys-Kryvoruchko, Cappelle-la-Grande 2008) 10…♗xc6 11.♘e5 ♘d7 12.f4 f6, where Black was able to equalise, since White doesn’t control e5 and the black bishop can be activated, as in Plat-Osmak, Kavala 2019.

		Here 7.♘e5!? is somewhat prema­ture and Black is able to equalise easily, e.g. 7…♕c7 8.♘df3 0-0 (8…cxd4 9.exd4 ♘d7 10.♕e2 0-0= Karjakin-Nakamura, Internet blitz 2017; 8…c4!?) 9.♗d3 cxd4 (9…b6?! 10.♘xc6 ♕xc6 11.♘e5  Giri-Hou Yifan, Wijk aan Zee 2016) 10.exd4 ♘e4= Blübaum-Firouzja, Internet blitz 2020.

		7…0-0 8.♗b5 ♗xg3!?

		In the previous game we noted that 8…♘e7 and 8…♗e7 are better. We’ll examine the alternative 8…a6!? in the next lesson.

		9.hxg3 ♕b6 10.♗xc6

		A good alternative is 10.a4.

		10…bxc6 11.♕c2 ♖b8 12.♖b1
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		So far it’s the same as in the previous game; in this case, Black chooses the best move.

		12…cxd4

		We saw 12…g6 in Kamsky-Balakrishnan.

		13.cxd4 ♗a6 14.♘e5

		White places his knight on e5; the natural move, as it forms part of White’s plan and is usual in the London System. although as we’ll see later, if Black plays well he can practically force a draw. That’s why one year later, Kamsky himself tried 14.b4!? ♕b5 15.♕d1 ♘d7 16.g4 ♖fe8, with a complicated position (Kamsky-Yudin, Kazan 2016).
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		14…♖fc8?!

		It was better to play 14…♕b5, which threatens mate on e2! It appears that this leads to a forced draw after 15.♘b3 ♘e4 16.f3 f6! 17.♘d7 (17.♘xc6 also leads to equality, e.g. 17…♖fc8 18.♘e7+ ♔f7 19.♘xc8 ♖xc8 20.♕d1 ♕b4+ (20…♕b8 21.♖h3 ♕b5 22.♖h1=) 21.♘d2 ♘xg3 22.♖h3 ♘f1= Holm-Hauge, Stavanger 2017) 17…♘xg3 18.♘xb8 ♖xb8 19.♖g1 ♘e2 20.♖h1 ♘g3= Barseghyan-Argandoña Riveiro, San Sebastian 2019.

		15.b4!

		A good move, giving White the advantage.

		This is better than 15.♘b3 ♘e4 and Black equalised in Saidov-Volkov, Sochi 2018.

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		15…♕b5

		Again Black threatens mate on e2, but now White has a better defence.

		16.♕d1 ♕b7

		White threatens a2-a4, repelling the black queen; 16…♘e4?? fails to 17.♘xe4 dxe4 18.♕h5 h6? (18…♖c7 19.a4 ♕b7 20.♕xh7+ ♔f8 21.♕h8+ ♔e7 22.♕xg7) 19.♕xf7+ ♔h7
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		analysis diagram

		

		20.♖xh6+! ♔xh6 21.♕g6 mate.

		17.f4?!

		An inaccurate move which loses the advantage; it was better to play 17.g4, 17.♕c2 or 17.a3! ♘d7 18.♘xd7 ♕xd7 19.♘b3 ♗c4 20.♘a5 ♗b5 21.f4 f6 22.♔f2 e5 23.♕c2  .

		17…♕e7?

		It was better to defend with 17…♘e8!, with the idea of driving off the white knight with …f7-f6 and playing …♘d6, after which the knight can go to c4 or e4.

		18.a3 ♘d7 19.♘xd7 ♕xd7 20.♕c2

		Here 20.♘f3 was also good, e.g. 20…e5!? (the black position is bad and with this pawn sacrifice he tries to open lines and gain some counterplay; if 20…f6 21.g4 e5 22.dxe5 ♕xg4 23.♔f2+–) 21.♘xe5 ♕e7 22.♕c2 h6 23.♔f2+–.

		20…h6
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		21.♘b3

		This isn’t bad, since the knight can go to a5 or c5, but it was stronger to head for the kingside with 21.♘f3 e5!? (if 21…f6 22.g4+–) 22.♘xe5 ♕e8 23.♔f2 f6 24.♘g6 ♕f7 25.f5 ♖e8 26.♘f4+–.

		21…♕e7?!

		Here 21…♗c4 22.♘c5 ♕e8  was slightly better.

		22.♘c5

		Here once again the plan of g3-g4 was very strong; in this game Kamsky played too quietly, when the position cried out for the kingside to be opened up.

		22…♗c4 23.♔f2 f6 24.♕g6 ♕f7

		The best defence: Black must give up a pawn. If 24…♔h8? 25.♖h3+–, or 24…♔f8 25.g4+–.
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		25.♖xh6!?

		This wins a pawn but it allows the exchange of queens and gives Black good survival chances in the ending. It was still very advantageous to play 25.♕g4! f5 26.♕h3 ♖c7 27.g4! fxg4 28.♕xg4, and the white position is far superior, with good winning chances.

		25…♕xg6 26.♖xg6 ♔f7 27.♖g4 a5!
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		White has to lose a few tempi relocating his rook and Black is able to exploit this to mount counterplay on the other wing.

		28.♖h4 axb4 29.♖xb4

		No better was 29.axb4 ♖a8, with equality.

		29…♖xb4 30.axb4 ♖b8 31.g4 ♖xb4
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		Black has regained his pawn. Nevertheless, White still retains some advantage, since the knight is superior to the bishop and the pawns on c6 and e6 are slightly weak.

		32.♖h8 ♖b1?

		The best defence was 32…♖b2+ 33.♔g3 ♖e2 (33…♗f1 34.♖h1) 34.♔f3 e5!? 35.fxe5 fxe5 36.♖c8 (36.dxe5 ♖c2=) 36…exd4 37.exd4 g5 38.♖xc6 ♖d2 39.♘e6 ♖d3+ 40.♔f2 ♖d2+ 41.♔g3, and Black has good drawing chances.

		33.♖c8?

		White fails to grasp the chance to win with 33.♖a8! ♖f1+ 34.♔g3 ♖e1 35.♖a7+ ♔g8 36.♖a3 ♔f7 37.♔h2 g5 38.♖a7+ ♔e8 39.fxg5 fxg5 40.♘xe6 ♖xe3 41.♘xg5.

		33…♖f1+ 34.♔g3 ♖e1 35.♖c7+ ♔g8 36.♖xc6 ♖xe3+
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		37.♔f2

		This move leads to equality. Instead, 37.♔h4!? was worth trying, e.g. 37…♗f1! 38.♔h5!? (38.♖xe6 ♖xe6 39.♘xe6 ♗xg2=) 38…♔h7! 39.g5 ♖g3! 40.♘xe6 (40.♖xe6 ♗xg2=) 40…♗e2+ 41.♔h4 ♖xg2 42.♖c7 fxg5+ 43.fxg5 ♖g4+ 44.♔h3 (44.♔h5?? ♖e4 mate) 44…♖e4!= and now 45.♖xg7+? (45.♘xg7 ♔g6=) loses to 45…♔h8.

		37…♖e2+ 38.♔f3 e5!
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		A good response; Black wants to continue exchanging pawns, which improves the activity of his pieces. The position is now equal.

		39.♖c8+ ♔h7 40.♘e6

		Or 40.dxe5 fxe5 41.♖e8 (41.fxe5 ♖xe5=) 41…d4 42.♖xe5 ♖xe5 43.fxe5 ♗d5+ 44.♔f4 (44.♔f2 ♔g6=) 44…♗xg2=.

		40…♖c2

		Black could have held with 40…e4+ 41.♔g3 ♖a2 42.f5 g5!= or 40…exd4 41.f5 ♖e3+ 42.♔f2 ♖e2+ 43.♔g3 ♖e3+ 44.♔h4 g6!=.

		41.♔g3

		41.f5?? loses to 41…♗e2+.

		41…exf4+ 42.♘xf4 ♖c3+ 43.♔h2 ♖e3 44.♖d8 ♖e4
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		The draw is now clear.

		45.♘xd5 ♗xd5

		Of course not 45…♖xd4?? 46.♘xf6+.

		46.♖xd5 ♖xg4

		And the draw was agreed.

		

		Game 28 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Cemil Ali Marandi 2552

		

		Dmitry Gurevich 2393

		

		St Louis 2018 (8)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 ♘c6 4.c3 e6 5.♘d2 ♗d6

		It’s more usual to play 5…♘f6.
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		6.♗g3

		White can try to exploit Black’s ‘non-accurate’ move-order with 6.♗xd6 ♕xd6 7.♕g4!? g6 (7…♔f8!? 8.♘gf3 ♘h6 9.♕g3 ♕xg3 10.hxg3  B.Kovacevic-Godena, Solin/Split 2004) 8.♕g3 (8.♘gf3!? ♗d7 9.♗d3 cxd4 10.exd4= Winants-Dutreeuw, Belgium tt 2004/05) 8…♕xg3 9.hxg3 cxd4 10.cxd4  Chernyshov-Matveev, Kostroma 2010.

		6…♘f6 7.♘gf3 ♗xg3

		The most common move here is 7…0-0, which we’ve already studied in Lessons 3, 5 and 8.

		8.hxg3 ♕d6 9.♗b5

		The most precise move; the alternative is 9.♗d3.

		9…a6?

		This move is a mistake. White already had in mind the idea of exchanging the bishop for the knight, so we can say that this move loses a tempo and in addition weakens the queenside; 9…♗d7 is better.
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		10.♗xc6+ bxc6

		Or 10…♕xc6 11.♘e5 ♕c7  Schwarz-Krause, Leck 2014.

		11.♕c2

		11.♕a4 is also good, e.g. 11…cxd4 12.cxd4 0-0 13.♖c1 ♗d7 14.♘e5, reaching another model position where the knight is superior to the bishop: 14…♖fc8 (14…c5 15.♕a3  ) 15.0-0 ♗e8 16.♖c5 ♖cb8 17.♕c2 a5 18.♖c1  Milanovic-Sroczynski, Germany Bundesliga B 2018/19.

		11…♖b8

		Or 11…cxd4 12.cxd4 h6 13.♘e5 ♗d7 14.g4+– Claramunt Bassegoda-Gonzalez Alonso, Barcelona 2018.

		12.♘e5

		The natural move, although it’s slightly premature in this position, since it allows Black some counterplay. It was better to play first 12.b3 a5 13.♘e5 ♗a6 14.f4 ♔e7 15.g4 h6 16.♖c1, with a clear advantage to White. The very prophylactic move 12.♖c1 is also good, e.g. 12…h6 13.♘e5 ♘d7 14.f4 c4 15.g4  .
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		12…cxd4 13.cxd4 c5!

		Black has this pawn break available, which allows him to get rid of his backward pawn. The problem for White is that he can’t take on c5 with the pawn, because that would lose the knight, while if he takes with the queen then he loses the b2-pawn.

		14.g4

		Or 14.♕xc5 ♕xc5 15.dxc5 ♖xb2=. A good alternative was 14.♖c1 cxd4 15.exd4 0-0 16.g4 ♗b7 17.♕c5 (17.g5 ♖bc8=) 17…♕d8 18.♘b3  .

		14…cxd4 15.exd4 ♘e4

		Black wants to castle, but is unable to do so due to 15…0-0 16.g5. Another option was 15…♘d7 16.♘c6 ♖b7 17.♖h3 ♖c7 18.♖c3 ♘b6 (18…0-0? 19.♘e7++–) 19.♖c1  .
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		16.♖c1

		Another possibility was 16.♘xe4 dxe4 17.g5 (17.♕xe4? ♖xb2  ) 17…♕b4+ 18.♔f1 ♗b7 19.♖d1  .

		16…♘xd2?

		This apparently normal move is in reality a decisive error; it was necessary to play 16…f6 17.♘xe4 dxe4 18.♘c4 ♕b4+ 19.♔e2 ♗b7 20.♕c3 a5 21.♕xb4 axb4 22.♔e3  .

		17.♔xd2!
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		This simple recapture, strange at first sight, gives White a winning advantage. The king will be safe on e3 and, in contrast, White’s threats on h7 and c8 are unstoppable.

		17…♗d7

		17…♕b4+ loses to 18.♔e3 ♗d7 19.♖xh7 ♖xh7 20.♕xh7, and 20…♕xb2? to 21.♕g8+ ♔e7 22.♕xf7+ ♔d6 23.♕xd7 mate.

		18.♔e3!!

		A great idea by White: first he brings his king to safety, sheltered from any checks. Instead, 18.♖xh7? would allow 18…♖xh7 19.♕xh7 ♖xb2+ 20.♔e3 ♕a3+ with equality.

		18…f6?

		This move loses on the spot, but the black position is also losing after 18…g6 19.♕c7 ♕xc7 20.♖xc7 ♖d8 21.g5 when White’s domination of the position is total: the white knight is clearly superior to the black bishop.

		19.♖xh7!

		And Black resigned. His position is hopeless after 19…♖xh7 20.♕g6+ ♔e7 21.♕f7+ ♔d8 22.♕g8+ ♗e8 23.♘f7 or 19…♖f8 20.♕g6+ ♔d8 21.♘f7+ ♖xf7 22.♕xf7.

		

		Game 29 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Erwin l’Ami 2634

		

		Throstur Thorhallsson 2419

		

		Reykjavik 2018 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 e6 3.♗f4 d5 4.e3 ♗e7
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		In my opinion, this line is some­what inferior to the more usual 4…♗d6.

		5.♘bd2 0-0 6.♗d3 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.♘e5
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		A good move for White and part of the usual plan. White wants to centralise the knight and if Black exchanges it, then recapturing with dxe5 will drive away the f6-knight, the best defender of Black’s castled position.

		8…♘xe5

		The most common move, but one which in my opinion is at least dubious, since it allows White to play for the attack. A better option to get rid of the white knight is to play 8…♘d7, e.g. 9.♘df3 (9.h4 f5 (9…f6 10.♘xc6 bxc6 11.♕c2  ) 10.♘xc6 bxc6 11.♘f3 h6 12.♕e2 c4 13.♗c2  ) 9…♘dxe5 10.dxe5 f5 11.h4  Pakleza-Janaszak, Germany Bundesliga B 2016/17.

		9.dxe5 ♘d7 10.♕h5

		Direct play by White, threatening mate on h7 and, above all, involving the queen in the kingside attack. The immediate 10.h4 is also interesting.

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		10…f5

		If 10…h6? then 11.♘f3!+– (if 11.♗xh6 then 11…♘xe5  ). However, 10…g6 11.♕h3  is a better defence.

		11.g4!
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		White wants to open the position: direct attack is the best plan.

		11…c4

		Or 11…g6 12.♕h6  .

		12.♗c2 ♘c5 13.gxf5 exf5 14.♘f3

		Another strong move that has been tried is 14.♖g1 ♕e8:

		A) 15.♕h6?! ♕f7?! (15…♘e6!=) 16.♘f3 ♔h8 17.♕h3  Oliva Castaneda-Gutierrez Olivares, Barbera del Valles 2017;

		B) 15.♕h3  Mednikov-Kulikov, Anapa 2010;

		C) 15.♕xe8 ♖xe8 16.♘f3 ♔f7 (16…a5 17.0-0-0  ) 17.h4  Vreljanski-Raicevic, Belgrade 2011.

		14…♗e6?

		This move is a mistake. It was more tenacious to play 14…♘e6 15.♖g1 b5 16.0-0-0 ♕e8 17.♕xe8 ♖xe8 18.h4  .

		15.♖g1 ♕e8
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		16.♕xe8!?

		This retains the advantage, but it was stronger to preserve the queens in order to attack with 16.♕h3 ♖f7 17.♘d4 ♗f8 18.0-0-0 b5 19.♖g5 and White’s advantage is probably decisive.

		16…♖axe8 17.♘d4

		The knight has an excellent square on d4. Even though the queens have been exchanged White still has good attacking chances and, in addition, the passed e-pawn can prove dangerous to Black.

		Instead, 17.h4 was also good, e.g. 17…b5 18.♔e2 a5 19.a3 ♗d7 20.♖ad1 ♗c6 21.♗g5  .

		17…♗d7 18.b4
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		18…cxb3?

		This exchange is a mistake, since it opens the a-file for White. It was better to play 18…♘e6 19.♔d2 ♘xd4 20.exd4 ♔f7 21.♗d1  .

		19.axb3 ♔h8?

		Played in anticipation of the possible pin with ♗h6. However, the king would have been better on f7, since on the edge it will be out of play and later we will see that g7 will come under attack anyway.

		It was better to protect the a-pawn with 19…a6 20.b4 ♘e6 21.♖a5, although White would keep a big advantage.

		20.b4 ♘e4

		If 20…♘e6 then 21.♖xa7 and White wins.

		21.e6! ♗c8 22.♗a4!

		Another good way to win was 22.f3 ♘xc3 (22…♘f6 23.♗a4) 23.♗e5 ♗f6 24.♗xf6 ♖xf6 25.♖xa7.

		22…♖d8 23.♗e5
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		We can see the big difference in activity between the two sides’ pieces: all White’s are active, including the unpleasant pawn on e6, and are making threats, unlike the black pieces, which are passive. And once again we see the great superiority of the knight on d4 over the bishop on c8.

		23…♘g5

		There is already no good defence for Black. If 23…♖g8 24.♘xf5 or 23…♘f6 24.♘xf5.

		24.f4! ♘xe6 25.♘xe6 ♗xe6 26.♗xg7+ ♔g8 27.♗d4+

		And Black resigned, since it will be mate after 27…♗g5 28.♖xg5+ ♔f7 29.♖g7.

		

		Game 30 Caro-Kann Defence

		

		Enrique Tejedor Fuente 2453

		

		Alexei Shirov 2658

		

		Linares ch-ESP rapid 2019 (4)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 cxd4 4.exd4 ♘c6 5.c3 ♘f6 6.♘d2!?

		The main line is 6.♗d3 and this is best. This is often reached from the Exchange Variation of the Caro-Kann, e.g. 1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.♗d3 ♘c6 5.c3 ♘f6 6.♗f4 ♗g4 7.♕b3 ♕d7 8.♘d2 e6 9.♘gf3  Carlsen-Belov, Moscow blitz 2019.
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		6…♗f5 7.♕b3

		The main alternative is 7.♘gf3 a6 8.♘h4 ♗g4 9.♕b3 ♘a5 10.♕c2  Kamsky-Riazantsev, Moscow rapid 2019.

		7…♕c8 8.♘gf3 h6!?

		An interesting idea from Shirov, providing a refuge for the f5-bishop. The main line is 8…e6 9.♘h4 (9.♗e2 ♗e7 10.0-0 0-0 11.♘h4  Rapport-Korpa, Zalakaros 2014) 9…♗e4 10.♘xe4 ♘xe4 11.♘f3  Carlsen-Wojtaszek, Reykjavik tt 2015. This game and the theory of this variation is covered in detail on pages 196-200 of our previous book on the London System.
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		9.♘e5

		9.h3 e6 10.♗e2 ♗e7 11.0-0 0-0 12.♖fe1  has also been played, Grachev-Shirov, St Petersburg blitz 2018.

		9…e6

		Or 9…g5!? 10.♗g3 ♗g7 11.♗e2 0-0 12.0-0  Carlsen-Wagner, Berlin rapid 2015.

		10.♗b5

		Putting pressure on the knight on c6. A good alternative was 10.♗d3 ♗xd3 11.♘xd3 ♘h5 12.♗e5!? ♘f6 13.0-0  .

		10…a6

		A move which Shirov had already played a year before. The alternative was 10…♘d7 11.♘xd7 (11.♗d3!?) 11…♕xd7 12.♘f3 f6 13.0-0 ♗e7  Sjugirov-Robson, Internet blitz 2020.

		11.♗xc6+ bxc6 12.♕a4
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		White increases the pressure on the weak c6-pawn.

		12…♗d6

		A good move. Black develops a piece and defends the pawn indirectly by pinning the knight on e5.

		13.♗g3 0-0!?

		Sacrificing the pawn; it was also good to play 13…♗xe5 14.♗xe5 0-0 15.0-0 ♘d7 16.♗d6 ♖e8 17.♕a5 e5, with an equal game.

		14.♘xc6

		14.♕xc6?! is at least dubious, since after 14…♕b8! 15.♘b3 ♖c8 16.♕a4 ♘e4 17.0-0 ♘xg3 18.hxg3 ♗xe5 19.dxe5 ♕xe5 Black is slightly better.

		14…♕d7 15.♗xd6 ♕xd6 16.♘e5
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		16…♘g4?

		A new move, which constitutes an error in this position. Shirov himself had previously played more soundly with 16…♖ab8 17.♘b3 and now he played 17…♘g4? which is also bad here (17…♖b5 was better, e.g. 18.0-0 ♖c8 19.♖fc1 ♘g4! 20.♘xg4 ♖c4! 21.♕a3 ♕xa3 22.bxa3 ♗xg4=) 18.♘xg4?! (18.♕c6! ♕e7 (18…♕xc6 19.♘xc6  ) 19.♘xg4 ♗xg4 20.♕xa6  was better) 18…♗xg4 19.h3 ♗f5 and Black had excellent compensation for the pawn in Sakaev-Shirov, St Petersburg blitz 2018. But 16…♖fc8= and 16…♖fb8= are also good.

		17.♘xg4!

		Now 17.♕c6 fails to 17…♕b8! 18.♘xg4 ♕xb2.

		17…♗xg4 18.0-0
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		White has completed his develop­ment and kept his extra pawn. He now has the advantage; Black’s compensation for the pawn isn’t so clear yet. Subsequently we’ll see the struggle between the knight and the bishop.

		18…♖ab8 19.♕c2 ♖fc8

		If 19…♗f5 then 20.♕c1  .

		20.b3!?

		Not only protecting the pawn, but also preparing to mobilise his queenside pawn majority. Nevertheless this isn’t the best move; instead, 20.♘b3! was very good, with the idea of bringing the knight to the strong square on c5, where it would block the c-file and support the advance of White’s queenside pawns, e.g. 20…♖c7 21.♘c5 e5 22.f3 ♗d7 23.♖fe1 ♗b5 24.b3  .

		20…♕a3

		20…♖c7 was a bit better, e.g. 21.♕d3 ♗f5 22.♕e3 a5 23.♖fe1 a4 24.h3  .

		21.c4!?

		It was better to postpone this advance and instead prepare it with 21.♖fe1 ♗f5 22.♕c1 ♕xc1 23.♖axc1 a5 24.a3 ♖c7 25.♖e3  .
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		21…a5

		Stronger was 21…dxc4! 22.♘xc4 (22.bxc4? ♗f5 23.♕c1 ♕d3  ) 22…♕b4 23.♖fc1 a5 24.h3 ♗f5 25.♕d1 a4 26.♘e5 ♖xc1 27.♖xc1 axb3 28.axb3, when White maintains a slight advantage, but one which in practice will be difficult to realise. Here 28…♕xb3? fails to 29.♖c8+ ♔h7 30.♕xb3 ♖xb3 31.♘xf7  .

		22.♖fc1

		It was better to play 22.h3 ♗f5 23.♕c1 ♕b4 24.a3 ♕d6 25.c5 ♕f4 26.♕c3  .
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		22…a4?

		Much better was 22…dxc4 23.♘xc4 ♕b4 24.h3 ♗f5 25.♕d1 a4 26.♘e5  .

		23.c5
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		Now White gains a clear advantage, thanks to his strong passed pawn.

		23…♕b4 24.♕c3?!

		A dubious move, which loses the advantage. We should be forgiving of the mistakes, since this was a rapid game, but it would have been better to play 24.h3 ♗f5 25.♕b2 a3 26.♕c3 ♕xc3 27.♖xc3 ♖b4 28.♘f3  .

		24…♕xc3 25.♖xc3 ♖b4! 26.♖d3

		The only way to protect the pawn, since 26.♘f3 fails to 26…♗xf3; hence the importance of inserting h2-h3 earlier.

		26…a3?

		This move is a serious mistake that leaves Black lost. It was better to keep exerting pressure on the queenside with 26…♖a8! 27.a3 axb3 28.♘xb3 ♖c4 29.♘d2 ♖ca4 30.♘f3 (30.♘f1 ♗f5 31.♖d2 ♖xa3=) 30…♗xf3 31.gxf3 ♔f8 32.♔g2 ♔e7 33.f4 g6, with equal play. White is unable to make progress or convert his extra pawn.

		27.♘b1

		27.♘f1! ♗f5 28.♖d2 ♔f8 29.♘e3 was also very good.

		27…♗f5 28.♖d1
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		28…e5!?

		Trying to weaken the passed c5-pawn.

		If 28…♗xb1 29.♖axb1 e5 30.♔f1! exd4 31.♖dc1 and White is much better in this rook ending.

		29.dxe5?

		Stronger was 29.♘c3 ♖xd4 30.♘xd5 ♔f8 31.♘e3 ♗e6 32.♖ac1 ♖xd1+ 33.♘xd1  , or 29.♘xa3 exd4 30.♖ac1 d3 31.f3 ♔f8 32.g4 ♗g6 33.♔f2  .

		29…♖xc5?!

		The rook ending after 29…♗xb1! 30.♖axb1 ♖xc5 31.♖d2 ♔f8 32.♔f1 ♔e7 33.♔e2 ♔e6 34.♔d3 offered more drawing chances.

		30.♘xa3 ♖a5 31.♘b1!?
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		31…♖xb3!?

		Black regains a pawn thanks to this tactical blow. With the same idea it was possible to play 31…♗c2 32.♖d2 ♗xb3 33.♖b2 ♖d4 34.♘d2 ♗c4 35.g3 ♖a3 36.♔g2 ♗e2, when Black has good compensation and shouldn’t lose this ending.

		32.axb3 ♖xa1 33.♘c3 ♖xd1+?!

		It was better not to exchange rooks and instead play 33…♖a3 34.f4 ♖xb3 35.♘xd5 ♗e4! 36.♘e7+ ♔h7 37.♖e1 ♗b7 38.♘f5 ♖b2 39.♘e3, when Black has very good compensation for the pawn. We can see that the rook and bishop are very active and in practical play the ending should be drawn.

		34.♘xd1 ♗c2 35.♘e3 ♗xb3 36.♘f5
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		White has good practical chances of winning this ending, especially in time trouble, since the knight is superior to the bishop and in addition the d5-pawn is weak. White’s potential passed pawn, supported by White’s knight and king, demands very precise defence on Black’s part.

		36…♔f8 37.f4 ♗c2 38.♘d4 ♗e4 39.♔f2 ♔e7 40.g4 f6!?

		40…♔d7 was also good, e.g. 41.♔e3 f6 42.♘f5 (42.exf6 gxf6 43.♘e2 ♔e6 44.♘g3 ♗c2 45.♔d4 f5!=) 42…fxe5 43.fxe5 ♔e6 44.♔d4 (44.♘xg7+ ♔xe5=) 44…g5 45.♘xh6 ♗f3 with a draw.

		41.e6

		Or 41.♘f5+ ♔f8 (41…♔d7 42.♘xg7 fxe5 43.fxe5 d4=) 42.e6 g6 43.♘xh6 ♔e7 44.f5 gxf5 45.gxf5 d4 46.♔g3 (46.♘g8+ ♔d6 47.♘xf6 ♗xf5=) 46…d3 47.♔f2 ♔f8 48.♔e3 ♔e8=.

		41…g6 42.f5

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		42…gxf5?

		Black has played the ending well so far, but now he commits a decisive error. If he just waits and doesn’t capture on f5, the position is a draw, for instance with 42…♔d6 43.h3 ♔e7 44.♔e3 ♔d6 45.♔f4 ♔e7 46.h4 ♔d6 47.g5 hxg5+ 48.hxg5 fxg5+ 49.♔xg5 ♗xf5 50.♘xf5+ ♔xe6=.

		43.gxf5

		Now White wins by going after the h-pawn with his king. The knight, excellently placed on d4, prevents the bishop from controlling the diagonal d1-h5 and impeding the advance of the white king.

		43…♔d6 44.♔g3 ♔e7 45.♔h4 ♔f8 46.♔h5 ♔g7
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		47.e7! ♔f7 48.♔xh6 ♔xe7 49.♔g7

		And Black resigned, since the advance of the h-pawn is unstop­pable. The ‘bad’ black bishop is unable to take any part in the struggle: if 49…♔d6 50.♔xf6 ♔c5 51.♔e5.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we saw several games in which White had a knight which proved superior to Black’s bishop.

		In Game 26 we looked at a variation with ♗b5 where Black allowed the exchange of knight on c6 and a position arose in which White could exploit the theme of ‘good knight versus bad bishop’. In this game White gradually made progress, while the black bishop remained passive. After manoeuvring patiently, White forced a transition to a winning endgame.

		In Game 27 we saw the same variation, but this time Black played the opening better, before making an error which left him in a very inferior position. The white knight was again much better than the black bishop and White could have won by advancing with g3-g4 at various points. Later White won a pawn, although it was better not to exchange queens and continue with his winning attack instead. Finally, Black gained sufficient counterplay to draw the game in the ending.

		In Game 28, we saw an instructive and surprising miniature, where one error by Black left him totally lost in just sixteen moves. The key to the position was once again the strong knight on e5, which dominated the position and was much better than the black bishop.

		In Game 29, we again saw White establishing a strong knight, this time on d4, which, combined with a strong passed pawn on e5 and a half-open g-file, gave White total control of the position. Despite the disappearance of the queens White gained a mating attack. The black bishops remained passive, especially the dark-squared bishop.

		In Game 30, we saw an interesting idea for Black in a line which can also arise from the Caro-Kann. Black sacrificed a pawn and obtained sufficient compensation, but a later mistake gave White the advantage, since his knight was again better than Black’s bishop. Black ended up in an ending of bishop against knight which he could have saved, but a final mistake led to his defeat.

		

	
		

		LESSON 9

		

		Typical queen manoeuvres in the London System

		

		In this lesson we’re going to see the main queen manoeuvres for White that can occur in the London System.

		As we’ve seen already in various positions, the light-squared bishop on d3 is very strong, especially when Black has played …d7-d5 and …e7-e6 and castled kingside. The bishop on f4 is an important piece that controls the h2-b8 diagonal and also helps on the kingside. The knight is usually placed on e5 (or on d4), an excellent square in many variations.

		The white queen also plays an important role in the London System. In addition to coming out to b3, as we’ve seen in the variations where there is play on the queenside, especially when Black plays …♗f5 and leaves b7 weak, the queen also has other squares that it frequently uses. One of White’s main objectives is to attack the enemy king and for this the queen often takes the route f3-h3 to attack h7, unless it’s able to go to h5 immediately.

		We can also encounter a plan involving ♕b1, with the idea of provoking weaknesses in Black’s castled position and then returning (via d1-f3) to the kingside. We’ve already seen this plan mentioned in one game and it also arises in the Torre Attack, among other openings. The queen can also play on the queenside, not only on b3, but also on a4, a3 or a5, to put pressure on Black’s queenside weaknesses.

		

		Game 31 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2840

		

		Viswanathan Anand 2779

		

		Doha Wch blitz 2016 (20)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 e6 6.♘gf3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗b5

		We already know that this line has become fashionable as an alternative to the more popular 8.♗d3.
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		8…a6

		We have already seen this position in the previous lesson. This move is bad, since White is intending to exchange on c6 anyway, so Black loses a tempo, as well as weakening his queenside pawns. Here both 8…♗e7 and 8…♘e7 are better.

		9.♗xc6 bxc6 10.♕a4!
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		A good queen move. In this game the plan will be to attack Black’s weaknesses on the queenside. From a4 the queen takes aim at c6 and in particular it envisages moving to a3, from where it will attack c5.

		10…♖b8

		This move, seeking counterplay on the half-open b-file, isn’t the best. Let’s take a look at some alternatives:

		A) 10…♗b7? 11.♗xd6!? ♕xd6 12.♕a3!. One of White’s ideas in this variation; this pin wins a pawn, since if 12…♘d7 then 13.♘b3  Swiercz-Belkin Rosen, Columbus 2017;

		B) 10…♗xg3?! 11.hxg3 ♕b6 12.♕b3 (12.♕c2 is also interesting, e.g. 12…h6 (12…♖b8 13.b3 (13.♖b1 g6 14.b4  Gupta-Noe, Pardubice 2017) 13…g6 14.♘e5  Ovod-Rausis, Katowice rapid 2017) 13.♘e5 ♘d7 (13…♖b8 14.♖b1 a5  Khegay-Lomasov, Loo 2017) 14.♘xd7 ♗xd7 15.♘b3 cxd4 16.cxd4 ♖fe8 (16…♖fb8 17.♘c5  ) 17.f4  Menezes-Sandhöfner, Austria Bundesliga 2017/18) 12…♖b8 (12…♕xb3 13.axb3 cxd4 14.exd4  ) 13.dxc5 ♕c7 14.♕a3 e5 15.c4 a5 16.0-0  ;

		C) 10…cxd4! 11.♗xd6 (11.cxd4 ♗e7 (11…a5!? 12.♗xd6 ♕xd6 13.0-0 ♗a6 14.♖fc1=) 12.0-0 (12.♕xc6 ♗d7  ; 12.♘e5 ♗d7= Shytaj-Brunello, Gallipoli 2018) 12…c5=) 11…♕xd6 12.cxd4 a5 13.0-0 ♗a6 14.♖fc1 ♗b5 15.♕c2 with equality in Hryniw-Graterol, cr 2017.

		11.♕a3!?

		It seems better to exchange first on d6. After 11.♗xd6 ♕xd6 12.♕a3 (12.0-0 cxd4 13.cxd4 ♖xb2 14.♖ac1 ♘d7 15.♘b3  is interesting) there is:

		A) 12…♕c7 13.0-0 ♖b5 14.♖fc1  Gupta-A.Smirnov, Warsaw 2016;

		B) 12…♖b5 13.♘b3 (or 13.0-0 ♖d8 14.dxc5 ♖xc5 15.♘d4  Sidhant-Rios, Chennai 2020, but 13.dxc5! is better, e.g. 13…♕c7! (13…♕xc5 14.♕xc5 ♖xc5 15.a4+–; 13…♖xc5 14.♘b3+–) 14.b4  ) 13…♕b8!? (13…♘e4  ) 14.♘xc5 ♖xb2 15.0-0  Toth-Macedo, Rio de Janeiro 2018;

		C) 12…♘d7 (the best defence) 13.0-0 (or 13.♘b3 ♖b5 (13…e5!=) 14.0-0  Zaika-R.Gutierrez, Spoleto 2017; 13.b3!? ♖e8 14.0-0 e5 15.dxe5 ♘xe5 16.♘xe5 ♖xe5 17.♖fe1  ) 13…e5 14.dxe5 (14.dxc5 ♕xc5 15.♕xc5 ♘xc5 16.♘xe5 ♖xb2 17.♘df3  ) 14…♘xe5 15.♘xe5 ♕xe5 16.♖fc1 ♕g5 17.♘f3 ♕e7 18.b3  .
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		11…♗xg3 12.hxg3 cxd4?!

		12…♕b6 is better, e.g. 13.b3 (13.♖b1  ; 13.0-0 is also possible, e.g. 13…♘d7 14.♖ab1 (14.♖fb1 cxd4 15.cxd4 c5 16.♘b3  Andreikin-Sethuraman, Stockholm 2016) 14…a5 (14…cxd4 15.cxd4 c5 16.dxc5 ♘xc5 17.♖fc1  ; 14…♖e8 15.♘b3 c4 16.♘bd2  Karayev-Mirri, Bratislava 2019) 15.♘b3 c4 16.♘bd2 ♗a6 17.b3 cxb3 18.♖xb3= Jojua-Arutinian, Tbilisi 2017) 13…♘d7 14.♘e5!? (14.♖c1 a5 15.♘e5= Hing Ting Lai-Geirnaert, Belgium tt 2019/20; 14.0-0 a5 15.♖fc1  Menna Barreto-Pacho, Mar del Plata 2019) 14…cxd4 15.cxd4 a5 16.♘xd7 ♗xd7 17.♖c1 ♖fc8 18.♖c3 ♕b4 19.♕c1  .

		13.cxd4 a5

		Once again the idea of 13…♕b6 14.b3 a5 15.0-0 ♘d7 16.♖fc1 ♗b7 17.♕d6 ♖fd8 18.a3  seems better.
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		14.0-0!

		Simple and effective. White brings his king to safety, in anticipation of a possible …♗a6; another option was 14.♘b3 ♗a6 15.♘c5 ♗b5 16.♘e5  .

		14…♕b6 15.b3!?

		White defends his b-pawn, but this isn’t the best move. An interesting option was 15.♖fc1!? (or 15.♖fb1!?  ) 15…♕xb2 16.♕xa5 and White maintains a clear advantage, as the passed a-pawn will become dangerous. Be that as it may, the best move was 15.♘b3 ♘e4 16.♖fc1 f6 17.♖c2 ♖a8 18.♘bd2 ♘xd2 19.♘xd2 ♕c7 20.♖ac1  .
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		15…♗a6 16.♖fc1

		Black is worse. The c6-pawn is weak, and so is the one on a5. It’s very important that Black is unable to free his position. Nevertheless it’s striking to observe how Anand’s position collapses in just a few moves.

		16…♘d7?

		A serious error that leaves Black in a very delicate position. It should be said, in Anand’s defence, that this was a rapid game. The best defence was 16…♗b5 17.♘e5 ♖fc8 18.♖ab1 ♕c7 19.♕c5 a4 20.bxa4 ♗xa4 21.♖xb8 ♖xb8 22.♖c3  .
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		17.♕d6!

		Again the queen plays the major role. After this strong move, at­tacking both the c6-pawn and the knight, Black is in serious difficulties.

		17…♕a7?

		This further error costs Black the game. It was necessary to play 17…♕d8 18.♖xc6 ♗b5 19.♖c3 a4, as was played in a later game, although White’s advantage is still very clear after 20.♖ac1 axb3 21.♖xb3 Basso-Dappiano, Spilimbergo 2017.

		18.♖xc6

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		The game is decided: White already has an extra pawn and the better position, with absolute control of the c-file, but now in addition White is winning more material, due to the simultaneous attack on a6 and d7.

		18…♗b5 19.♖c7! ♖b7 20.♖ac1! a4

		Black must lose material, since after 20…♘f6 21.a4 ♗e8 22.♘e5 (22.♖xb7 ♕xb7 23.♖c7) 22…♕b8 23.♕e7 ♖xc7 24.♖xc7 Black can hardly move, while White has very dangerous threats and total domination of the position. It’s just a question of time before White wins more material. A possible continuation is 24…♘e4 25.♘xe4 dxe4 26.♖b7 ♕c8 27.g4.

		21.♖xb7 ♕xb7 22.♖c7 ♕b8 23.♖xd7 ♗xd7

		23…♕xd6 24.♖xd6.

		24.♕xd7 1-0

		A good model game, illustrating some possible queen manoeuvres in the London. In this case the idea of ♕a4-a3 stood out, putting pressure on the queenside dark squares.

		

		Game 32 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Gata Kamsky 2661

		

		Pere Garriga Cazorla 2386

		

		Sitges 2016 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.♘d2 ♗e7 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 d5 7.♘e5
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		When Black plays …♗e7 (instead of …♗d6), this early knight jump to e5 is possible and good.

		7…♗d6!?

		This seems to me to be a waste of time. Even though we are still in the opening and in a closed position, it isn’t good to waste tempi like this; 7…0-0 and 7…♘xe5 were better moves.

		8.♕a4

		The start of a typical queen manoeuvre to attack the queenside and, for the time being, attack c6. Other good options were 8.♗g3 0-0 9.♗d3 ♕c7 10.f4  and 8.♗d3 ♕c7 9.♘df3 h6 10.♗g3 ♘e4 11.♗xe4 dxe4 12.♘d2  Ponomariov-Hou Yifan, Shenzhen blitz 2018.

		8…♕c7?

		This apparently natural move defends c6 and attacks e5, but it’s a mistake that loses a pawn. The best continuation was 8…♗xe5 9.♗xe5 cxd4 10.exd4 0-0 11.♗f4 ♗d7 12.♕b3 a5 13.a4, with equal play. If 8…0-0 9.♘xc6 bxc6 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♕a3  Arkell-Carlier, London 1986.
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		9.♘xc6 bxc6

		An alternative would be 9…♗d7!?, although White still remains with a clear advantage after 10.dxc5 ♗xf4 11.exf4 ♗xc6 12.♕d4.

		10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♕a3!
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		And once again this queen manoeuvre is the key. Now there is no good defence against the pin on the c5-pawn and so White wins a pawn.

		11…0-0

		The pawn is also lost after 11…♘d7 12.♘b3  .

		12.♘b3 a5

		An alternative was 12…♘d7 13.dxc5 ♕e7 14.♘a5 ♕xc5 15.♕xc5 ♘xc5 16.♘xc6 ♗d7 17.♘e5 when White is still clearly better.

		13.♘xc5 e5 14.♗e2 ♗f5 15.0-0
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		White makes his king safe and consolidates his position. The opening has been a success for White: he has won a pawn, he has a strong knight on c5 and Black’s a-pawn is weak.

		15…♖fe8 16.♕a4

		White wants to improve the position of his queen. Now that the work has been done, it isn’t particularly well placed on a3. Another option was to centralise the rooks with 16.♖fd1 ♘d7 17.♘xd7 ♕xa3 18.bxa3 ♗xd7 19.dxe5 ♖xe5 20.♖ab1  .

		16…h5!?

		It’s a good idea for Black to seek counterplay on the kingside, where there are no white pieces. It’s also justified by the fact that Black’s pieces are well centralised.

		17.♖ad1 ♗g4

		Another idea was 17…e4 18.h3 ♘d7, and now White can choose between:

		A) 19.♖d2 ♘xc5 20.dxc5 ♕xc5 21.♗xh5 ♖e6 22.♕d1 ♖h6 23.♗g4 

		and

		B) 19.♘xd7 ♕xd7 20.c4 ♗xh3! 21.cxd5 (the piece can’t be captured because Black has a draw after 21.gxh3? ♕xh3 22.cxd5 cxd5 23.♖c1 ♖e6 24.♖c6 ♖a6! 25.♖xa6 ♖xa6 26.♗xa6 ♕g4+=) 21…cxd5 22.♕xd7 ♗xd7 23.♗xh5 and White is clearly better.

		18.♕c2 ♖ab8 19.h3 ♗c8

		Black avoids piece exchanges, since these favour the side with a material advantage, which is White in this case.

		If 19…♗xe2 then 20.♕xe2 with a clear advantage for White.
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		20.f4?!

		This advance is at least dubious, if not bad, because it weakens the e4-square and there is no benefit to White in opening the e-file. White has the advantage on the queenside and so that’s where he should play. It was healthy and good to play 20.a3 ♘d7 21.b4 exd4 22.exd4 ♘xc5 23.dxc5 ♕f4 24.♖fe1 ♗f5 25.♗d3 ♗xd3 26.♕xd3, and White’s advantage is very clear and probably already decisive.

		20…exd4 21.exd4 ♗f5! 22.♕d2

		If 22.♗d3 ♗xd3 23.♘xd3 ♘e4 and Black gains some compensation.

		22…h4

		It was slightly better to double rooks on the e-file with 22…♖e7. Black would then gain some counterplay, although White maintains a small advantage.
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		23.♗f3 ♗e4 24.♖de1?!

		This move loses the advantage. It was better to play 24.♗g4 ♘xg4 25.hxg4 ♕g6 26.g5 ♗f5 27.♖de1 ♕h5 28.b3  .

		24…♗xf3 25.♖xe8+ ♖xe8 26.♖xf3 ♘e4!
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		Black has equalised: his control of the e4-square and domination of the e-file give him sufficient counterplay for the pawn.

		27.♕e1

		If 27.♘xe4 ♖xe4 28.b3 ♕e7, with equality.

		27…♕f6 28.♘d3 ♖e6 29.♖e3 ♕h6?

		A mistake. Black could have kept the balance with 29…a4 30.♖e2 g6 31.a3 ♖e7 32.♕d1 ♔g7 33.♖e1 ♘d6=.

		30.f5!

		This move discoordinates the black pieces.

		30…♖f6

		If 30…♖e7 31.♘c5 ♕g5 32.♖e2  , better than 32.♘xe4? ♖xe4 33.♖xe4 dxe4 34.♕xe4 ♕c1+ 35.♔h2 ♕xb2=.

		31.♘f2!

		Seeking the exchange of the strong black knight.

		31…♘xf2 32.♖e8+ ♔h7 33.♕xf2 ♕c1+ 34.♔h2 ♕g5 35.♖e5

		Now the black rook is passive and it’s White who dominates the e-file.

		35…♔h6?

		Here again 35…a4 was better, e.g. 36.b3 axb3 37.axb3 ♔h6 38.c4 dxc4 39.bxc4 g6 40.♖e4 ♖xf5 41.♕xh4+ ♕xh4 42.♖xh4+ ♔g7  , and Black has good drawing chances in this ending.

		36.a4!
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		Now everything has changed; White’s advantage is winning, since he is certain to have a passed pawn, once he’s played b2-b4.

		36…g6 37.b4!
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		37…axb4 38.cxb4 ♔g7?

		A blunder in a very difficult position. It was better to play 38…♖xf5 39.♖xf5 gxf5 (39…♕xf5 40.♕xf5 gxf5 41.a5+–) 40.b5 cxb5 41.axb5 ♔g7 42.b6, although the ending should be a win for White.

		39.a5 ♖xf5

		Black’s position is beyond salvation; if 39…♖d6 then 40.fxg6 ♕xg6 41.♕xh4.

		40.♖xf5 gxf5 41.a6 ♕d8 42.♕xf5 ♕a8 43.♕g5+ ♔f8 44.b5!

		The finishing touch. This is the quickest and most direct way to win.

		44…♕b8+

		Or 44…cxb5 45.♕h6+ ♔e7 46.♕b6.

		45.♕e5

		And White resigned, since after 45…♕xb5 46.a7 the pawn queens.

		

		Game 33 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Tomas Vojta 2357

		

		Tomas Ptacek 2075

		

		Janske Lazne 2013 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 e6 2.♘f3 d5 3.♗f4 ♘f6 4.e3 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘bd2 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗d3 ♖e8

		One of Black’s options in the main line: the idea is to prepare …e6-e5. At present it has lost popularity to 8…b6, while another very common move here is 8…♕e7.
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		9.♘e5

		A good and necessary move to prevent …e6-e5. The struggle now revolves round control of e5.

		9…♕c7 10.f4!

		Here this is definitely a good move, since it reinforces the knight on e5 and allows a ‘rook lift’ (via f3) if necessary. This scheme is reminiscent of the Stonewall Attack.

		10…b6

		There is the possibility of a serious blunder here, one which countless players have committed and which will land Black in a lost position, namely the move 10…♘d7?. Now comes the thematic shot 11.♗xh7+! when 11…♔xh7 loses (11…♔h8 12.♕h5 ♘f6 13.♘xf7+ ♕xf7 14.♕xf7 ♔xh7 15.f5 also loses; the least bad response would be 11…♔f8 12.♗d3) after 12.♕h5+ ♔g8 13.♕xf7+ ♔h7 14.♕xe8.

		The alternative to 10…b6 would be 10…♘e7, when White has a choice:

		A) 11.♗h4 cxd4 12.exd4 ♘g6 13.♗g3 ♕b6 14.♖b1 ♗d7 15.a4 ♗c6 16.0-0  ;

		B) 11.♕f3 ♖f8 12.♗h4 ♘e8 13.♗xe7 ♕xe7 14.g4 cxd4 15.exd4 g6 16.g5 ♘g7 17.h4 ♘h5 18.0-0-0  .
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		11.0-0

		If 11.♗h4 ♗e7 12.0-0 (we’ll see 12.♗xf6 in the next game) 12…♗b7 13.♕f3 ♘e4 14.♗xe7 (14.♘xe4! dxe4 (14…♗xh4 15.♘d2  ) 15.♗xe4 ♘xd4? (15…♗xh4 16.♗xc6  ) 16.♗xh7+ Bottyan-Gulbis, Slovakia tt-2 2010/11; after 16…♔xh7 17.♕h5+ ♔g8 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♗xe7 White wins, since if 19…♖xe7 20.♘g6+) 14…♘xd2 (14…f5!?= Pourramezanali-Abasov, Baku 2015)
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		analysis diagram

		

		15.♗xh7+ (the sacrifice is thematic, although in this case it leads only to equality. The alternative would be 15.♕h5 g6 16.♕e2 ♕xe7 17.♕xd2 f6=) 15…♔xh7 16.♕h5+ ♔g8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h7?? (17…♔h8! 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♕f7+ ♔h8= 20.♘g6+? ♔h7  ) 18.♕g6+! ♔h8 (18…♔g8 19.♕xe6+ ♔h7 20.♕g6+ ♔g8 21.♗d6) 19.♘f7+ ♔g8 20.♘g5 ♘xe7 21.♕xe6+ ♔h8 22.♕h3+ ♔g8 23.f5 Grachev-Sharafiev, Minsk blitz 2015.

		11…♗b7 12.♕f3!
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		The start of the typical queen manoeuvre in this set-up. When the queen is unable to go straight to h5 it heads for the kingside via f3. This has the advantage that it also controls the e4-square, where at some moment Black would like to install his knight.

		12…♖f8

		As we can see, in many variations Black has problems with the f7-square (and should not overlook the bishop sacrifice on h7). This is why Black decides to return to f8 to protect the pawn.

		Other defences have been tried:

		A) 12…♘e7 13.♗h4 ♖f8? (13…♘e4 is better, e.g. 14.♗xe7 ♖xe7 (14…♘xd2? 15.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 16.♕h5+ ♔g8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♗xd6) 15.♘xe4 dxe4 16.♗xe4  ) 14.♗xf6 gxf6 Zhao Zhouqiao-Xiang Zeyu, Tianjin rapid 2018;

		B) 12…a5 13.♗h4 ♗e7 14.♗xf6 ♗xf6 15.♕h3 g6 16.♘df3  Pham Le Thao Nguyen-Chirivi Castiblanco, Khanty-Mansiysk 2010.

		13.♗h4 ♘e8 14.♕h3!
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		White continues with the typical queen manoeuvre. From h3 it threatens the h7-square and tries to provoke a weakness in Black’s castled position, the better to be able to attack it.

		14…f5

		One of the usual options to protect h7. The alternative is 14…g6, e.g. 15.♘df3 ♗e7 16.♗g5 f5 (16…f6? 17.♗xg6 hxg6 18.♘xg6+–) 17.♗h6 ♘xe5 18.♘xe5 ♖f6 19.g4  .

		15.g4!
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		This is another thematic pawn break, for when Black plays …f7-f5. It puts pressure on f5 and is aimed at opening the g-file.

		15…g6

		The only defence. If 15…fxg4 16.♘xg4 ♕d7 17.♘f3, with a winning attack for White.

		16.♘df3!

		Another typical move in the white attack. White calls up the other knight, which threatens to jump to g5 or recapture on e5 if necessary. White has a big space advantage in this position.

		16…♘f6 17.♗xf6 ♖xf6 18.♖f2

		It was also good to exchange on f5 first: 18.gxf5 exf5 19.♖f2 ♗xe5 20.fxe5 ♖ff8 21.♔h1, with a winning attack.

		18…♗xe5 19.fxe5 ♖ff8 20.♖af1

		Another good plan here was 20.gxf5 exf5 21.♔h1.
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		20…♕e7 21.♖g2

		Stronger was 21.gxf5 (or 21.♘h4) 21…exf5 (21…gxf5 22.♘h4) 22.♘h4 cxd4 23.cxd4 ♗c8 24.♘g2 ♗d7 25.♘f4+–.

		21…f4!

		The best defence, which revives Black’s game.

		22.♕h6 fxe3?!

		Here 22…♕g7! was better, e.g. 23.♕xg7+ ♔xg7 24.♘g5 ♖ae8 25.♖xf4 ♖xf4 26.exf4 cxd4 27.cxd4 ♘xd4 28.♔f2 and although White maintains a clear advantage, Black has chances to save the game.

		23.♕xe3 ♖f7 24.a3!?

		Too quiet: White wants to control the b4-square. Instead White could have won by playing energetically with 24.h4!, e.g. 24…♖af8 25.♖ff2 ♖f4 26.h5 g5 27.♘xg5! ♕xg5 (27…♖xf2 28.♖xf2) 28.♗f5! ♔h8 (28…exf5 29.♖xf4; 28…♖4xf5 29.gxf5) 29.♕xf4 ♕xf4 30.♖xf4 ♗c8 31.♖gf2 exf5 32.gxf5 and the two passed pawns decide the game in White’s favour.

		24…♖af8 25.♖gf2 ♖f4 26.h3 ♔g7 27.♔g2 h6
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		28.♔g3!?

		An interesting move, but not the best. Here 28.♗xg6! was very strong, e.g. 28…♔xg6 (28…♗a6 is better, although White can maintain a big advantage with 29.♗d3) 29.♘h4+ ♕xh4 30.♖xf4 ♖xf4 31.♕xf4 ♕e7 32.♕g3!. The key move. Now the entry of the rook at f6 is decisive; in the event of 32…cxd4 White has 33.♖f6+ ♔g7 34.♕f4.

		28…g5?

		The correct defence was 28…♕f7! 29.dxc5 bxc5 30.♕xc5 d4! 31.cxd4 ♘e7 32.d5! ♗xd5 33.♘d2  .
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		29.♖h2?

		Losing the advantage. 29.h4! was winning, e.g. 29…gxh4+ 30.♘xh4 ♖xf2 31.♖xf2 ♕g5 (if 31…♖xf2 32.♕xf2) and now the ending that arises is clearly winning for White after the sequence 32.♕xg5+ hxg5 33.♘f3 cxd4 34.cxd4 a6 35.♖h2 ♖h8 36.♖c2 ♖c8 37.♖d2 ♖e8 38.♖d1 b5 39.♗b1 ♗c8 40.♘xg5.

		29…cxd4 30.cxd4 ♘xd4! 31.♘xd4 ♖xf1 32.♗xf1 ♖xf1 33.♖c2!?

		This seems no more than a natural move, to occupy the open c-file, but in reality it sets a trap, into which Black now falls. This last phase of the game was played in time trouble, hence the mistakes. Objectively it was slightly better to play 33.h4 ♗c8 34.hxg5 ♕xg5 35.♕xg5+ hxg5, with balanced play.
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		33…♗a6??

		Black fails to see White’s winning shot. Instead there were several moves to maintain equality, such as 33…♖f7 or 33…♕e8.

		34.♖c7

		And Black resigned, since he loses the queen after 34…♕xc7 35.♘xe6+.

		

		Game 34 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Pavel Anisimov 2533

		

		Melis Mamatov 2223

		

		St Petersburg Wch rapid 2018 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘bd2 0-0 8.♗d3 ♖e8 9.♘e5 ♕c7 10.f4 b6 11.♗h4

		A good move. In the previous game we saw 11.0-0.
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		11…♗e7 12.♗xf6! ♗xf6 13.h4!?

		Eliminating the f6-knight is a good strategy, since it’s the best defender of Black’s castled position. When we’ve played f2-f4, our dark-squared bishop isn’t so useful and it’s usually good to exchange it for the enemy knight or bishop. The line with 13.h4 is interesting and aggressive. It’s clear that the best plan for White in this type of position is to play for the attack.

		Another option was 13.♘xc6 ♕xc6 14.♘f3 cxd4 15.cxd4  , while it was also possible to play the immediate 13.♕h5!?, e.g. 13…g6 14.♕e2 ♘xe5 15.fxe5 ♗h4+ 16.g3 ♗e7 17.h4  .
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		13…♗b7?!

		It was better to play 13…♗xe5 14.fxe5 ♖f8 15.♕h5 f5 16.g4 ♕f7 17.♕xf7+ (17.♕g5!?  ) 17…♖xf7 18.g5 ♖f8 19.♔f2 a5 20.h5  .

		14.♕h5!
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		This queen move is quite normal when the h5-square is immediately accessible, since there is no knight on f6: it attacks h7 and tries to weaken Black’s castled position.

		14…g6

		If 14…h6 then 15.g4 and the g4-g5 break gives White a winning attack.

		15.♕f3!

		Once a weakness has been created with …g7-g6, White can open lines with h4-h5 or g2-g4.

		15…cxd4 16.exd4 ♕e7

		Another option was 16…a5, which is usually connected with the idea of exchanging Black’s bad bishop for White’s good one, although this fails to solve all Black’s problems. After 17.h5 ♗a6 18.♗xa6 ♖xa6 19.hxg6 fxg6 20.♘g4 ♖f8 21.♕e2 ♕c8 22.♘f3 White maintains a big advantage.

		17.♕h3!?

		White errs on the side of conser­vatism, protecting the pawn and placing the queen ahead of the rook ready for playing h4-h5, but it wasn’t necessary. He could have played either 17.0-0-0! h6 (17…♗xh4 18.♕h3 ♘xe5 19.fxe5+–) 18.♕e2 ♘xe5 19.dxe5 ♗g7 20.♘f3 d4 21.♘xd4 ♖ed8 22.♔b1+– or 17.h5! g5 18.♕g4 ♗g7 19.h6 f5 20.♘xc6 ♗xc6 21.♕xg5 ♕xg5 22.fxg5+–.
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		17…♖ac8

		This doesn’t help the defence. The least bad option was 17…♗xe5 18.fxe5 f5 19.exf6 ♕xf6 20.0-0-0+–.

		18.h5

		Another thematic idea is to bring the knight to f3 and in doing so control the g5-square, e.g. 18.♘df3 ♔h8 19.0-0 (19.0-0-0+–) 19…♖g8 20.g4 ♗g7 21.h5 ♗xe5 22.fxe5 ♖cf8 23.hxg6 fxg6 24.♕h6 ♘d8 25.♘g5+–.

		18…g5
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		19.♘df3

		Here 19.♕g4! was better (another strong move with the queen, attacking g5), e.g. 19…h6 (19…♗xe5 20.fxe5 f5 21.exf6 ♕xf6 22.♖f1 ♕h6 23.0-0-0+–) 20.♘df3 ♔h8 21.0-0+–.

		19…h6?

		A better defence was 19…gxf4 20.♕g4+ ♔h8 21.♕xf4 ♗xe5 22.dxe5 ♖g8 23.0-0-0 but still with a clear advantage to White.

		20.♘g4

		Again both 20.♕g3 and 20.♕g4 were good.

		20…♔g7?

		The black position is difficult, but this move helps White’s attack. It was necessary to play 20…gxf4 21.♘xh6+ ♔g7 22.♘g4 ♖g8 23.0-0 and although White’s advantage is a winning one, the position still remains complex.

		21.♘xf6 ♕xf6 22.fxg5 hxg5 23.h6+! ♔h8
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		24.0-0!

		Again an excellent quiet move. White brings his king to safety and now the attack along the f-file, combined with the strong passed pawn on h6, gives White a decisive advantage.

		24…g4 25.♕xg4

		Also winning was 25.♕h5 gxf3 26.♖xf3 and Black is defenceless against the rook invasion on f7, e.g. 26…♕e7 (26…♕xf3 27.gxf3) 27.♖xf7 ♕d6 28.♖h7+ ♔g8 29.♕f7+.

		25…♖g8 26.♕h5 ♕f4 27.♖f2 ♕e3 28.♕xf7

		Although this move maintains a winning advantage for White, it was much stronger and quicker to play 28.♖e1! ♕xd3 (28…♖xg2+ 29.♔xg2 ♖g8+ 30.♗g6 ♖xg6+ 31.♕xg6 ♕xf2+ 32.♔xf2 fxg6 33.♘g5) 29.♘e5 ♕g3 (29…♘xe5 30.♕xe5+ ♔h7 31.♖xf7+) 30.h7 ♖g7 31.♘xf7+ ♖xf7 32.♕xf7 ♕g7 33.♕xe6.
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		28…♕xd3 29.♕xb7

		Here, better was 29.♕f6+ ♔h7 30.♘g5+ ♖xg5 31.♕xg5 ♕g6 32.♕f4.

		29…♕h7 30.♕xh7+ ♔xh7 31.♖e1
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		After letting slip several good opportunities to win by attack, White has reached a winning endgame, with two extra white pawns and a weak black pawn on e6.

		31…♖ce8 32.♖fe2

		Also winning was 32.♘e5 ♘xe5 33.♖xe5 ♔xh6 34.♖fe2 ♖g6 35.♖xd5.

		32…♘d8 33.♘e5 ♔xh6 34.♖e3 ♖g5 35.♖h3+ ♔g7 36.♖f1

		Although Black has regained a pawn, the strong knight on e5 and the two white rooks can create sufficient threats to leave Black defenceless.

		36…♖f5

		If 36…b5 then 37.♖f4 ♔g8 38.♖hf3.

		37.♖xf5 exf5 38.♖g3+ ♔h7 39.♔f2

		Activating the king in the ending is always good, although here it was also strong to play 39.♖g5 ♖f8 40.♖g6 ♘b7 41.♖c6.

		39…♘e6 40.♔f3 b5 41.♖g6

		A slip that gives Black chances. It was better to play 41.a3 a5 42.♘d7 ♖d8 43.♘f6+ ♔h6 44.♘g8+ ♔h5 45.♘e7.
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		41…b4?

		Now the game is won for White without any risk. Black had drawing chances with 41…♘xd4+ 42.cxd4 ♖xe5 43.♔f4 (43.dxe5? ♔xg6=) 43…♖e4+ 44.♔xf5 ♖xd4 and although the ending should still be a win for White, Black would at least have some chance of survival.

		42.♖f6 bxc3 43.bxc3 ♘g7 44.♔e3 a5 45.♖a6 ♘e6 46.♖xa5 ♖c8 47.♖a7+ ♔h8?

		The last mistake in a lost position. But if 47…♔g8 then 48.♖a6 ♘g7 49.♔d2 wins.

		48.♘g6+

		Black resigned, faced with the loss of the rook after 48…♔g8 49.♘e7+.

		

		Game 35 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Batuhan Muhammed Dastan 2561

		

		Jegadeesh Siddharth 2416

		

		Teplice 2019 (9)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 e6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 d5 5.c3 ♗d6 6.♗g3 0-0 7.♘bd2 b6

		It’s more usual to play 7…♘c6 first.
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		8.♗d3

		The alternative, to try to profit from Black’s move-order, would be 8.♘e5 ♕c7 (8…♗b7 9.♗d3) 9.f4!? (it seems White loses a tempo with 9.♗d3 ♗a6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♕e2 (11.0-0 ♘b8 12.f4 ♘c6 13.♕f3) 11…♘b8 12.0-0 ♘c6 13.f4) 9…♗a6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♗h4 ♘d7 12.♕g4 f5 13.♕e2 ♘ab8 14.0-0= Aronian-Karjakin, Moscow blitz 2019.

		8…♗b7

		An interesting alternative is the idea of exchanging Black’s theoretically bad bishop for White’s good one with 8…♗a6 9.♗xa6 (9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.0-0 ♖fd8 12.♕a4 ♘b8 13.♖fb1 ♘bd7= is also interesting) 9…♘xa6 10.0-0 ♘b8 11.♖c1 ♘c6=.

		9.♘e5!?

		The natural move, although normally it just transposes to the fashionable line for Black. An interesting alternative is 9.♕e2 ♘e4 10.♘e5 ♘xd2 11.♕xd2 c4 12.♗e2 ♘c6 13.♘f3 f6 14.♕c2 b5 15.0-0=.

		9…♘c6 10.f4

		The usual move for White, but in this position it gives no advantage. An alternative is 10.♘xc6 ♗xc6 11.♘f3 ♕c7 12.♗xd6 ♕xd6 13.♘e5 ♗e8 14.0-0 b5 15.♗c2 a5 16.a3 ♘d7 17.f4=.

		Also playable is 10.♕f3 to control e4, a typical manoeuvre with the white queen, e.g. 10…♕c7 11.♘xc6 ♗xc6 12.♗xd6 ♕xd6 13.0-0 a5 14.a4 h6=.

		10…♘e7 11.♕b1

		As we’ve already mentioned, this queen manoeuvre is quite common, not only in the London System but also in other similar openings, such as the Torre Attack. The idea, in addition to controlling the squares e4 and f5, is to provoke a weakening of Black’s castled position with …h7-h6 or …g7-g6 and then move the queen back to the kingside.
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		11…c4 12.♗c2 g6

		Sooner or later it’s important to remember to take measures against the attack on h7, since White is going to play ♗h4.

		13.♗f2

		This move wasn’t necessary yet. It was better to play 13.0-0 ♘e8 14.♕e1 ♖c8 15.♕e2 b5 16.e4 f6 17.♘g4=.

		13…b5 14.a3 a5
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		15.♕d1!?

		The queen heads back towards the kingside, but it was better to complete development first with 15.0-0 ♘e8 16.g4 f6 17.♘ef3 ♖b8 18.♗g3∞ Tymrakiewicz-Krainski, Poland tt-2 2016.

		15…♘e8?

		The knight is the best defender of Black’s castled position and removing is inadvisable. Better was 15…♔g7 e.g. 16.0-0 ♕c7 17.♕f3 b4 18.g4 b3 19.♗b1 ♘fg8 20.g5 ♖ac8 21.♕h3, with a complex position.

		16.h4

		White’s attack, based on the pawn break on h5, arrives very quickly.
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		16…f6

		White gains a big advantage after 16…♘g7 17.h5! gxh5 18.♖xh5! ♘xh5 19.♕xh5 f5 20.♘df3 ♕e8 21.♕h3. The strong knight on e5, the attack along the h-file and the potential pawn break g2-g4 mean that Black’s position is very bad.

		17.h5!

		Opening lines for direct attack on the king is the priority; White ignores the attack on his knight.

		17…fxe5?

		This is losing. Relatively best was 17…g5 18.♘g6! ♖f7 (if 18…hxg6 19.hxg6 and the entry of the queen via h5 is decisive) 19.fxg5 fxg5 20.♘f3 ♘c6 21.♘ge5 ♗xe5 22.dxe5 ♕e7 23.♕e2, although White maintains a clear advantage.

		18.fxe5?!

		It was better to recapture with the other pawn. After 18.dxe5 ♗xe5 (if 18…♗c7 19.hxg6 hxg6 20.♕g4 ♔g7 21.♗h4) 19.fxe5 g5 20.h6 ♘g6 21.♗g3 White’s advantage is decisive.

		18…♗c7?

		This is a decisive mistake. The only defence was 18…g5! 19.♕g4 ♘f5 20.exd6 ♘exd6 21.♘f3  .
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		19.hxg6 hxg6 20.♕g4!

		Once again this manoeuvre to include the queen in the attack decides the game.

		20…♖xf2?!

		If 20…♔g7 then 21.♗h4, or 20…♖f5!? 21.♘f3 ♘g7 22.♗h4.

		21.♔xf2 ♘g7 22.♔e2!?

		There was an easier win with 22.♗xg6 ♘xg6 23.♕xg6.

		22…♔f7

		Or 22…♕f8 23.♘f3 ♘gf5 24.♘g5.

		23.♗xg6+! ♔g8

		If 23…♘xg6 then 24.♖af1+ ♔e8 25.♕xg6+ ♔d7 26.♕xg7+ wins.

		Here Black resigned, without waiting for the mate after 23…♔g8 24.♖h8+ ♔xh8 25.♕h3+ ♔g8 26.♕h7+ ♔f8 27.♖f1+ ♘ef5 28.♖xf5+ exf5 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕xg7+ ♔e6 31.♕f7.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we saw various manoeuvres with the white queen, both on the queenside and on the kingside, that are typical in the London System. In Games 31 and 32 White carried out a typical manoeuvre on the queenside with the plan of ♕a4 (to put pressure on c6) and then ♕a3, to pin the c5-pawn.

		In Game 31, Black avoided the loss of a pawn, but was left with weaknesses on the queenside: the backward c6-pawn and the weak pawn on a5. Carlsen, with white, won very easily and in just a few moves, simply by doubling on the c-file and invading with the queen at d6 from a3, where the white queen controlled the queenside and the dark squares.

		In Game 32, Black made a mistake as early as move 8 with …♕c7, a move that seems natural, but which loses a pawn after a simple combination. After 11.♕a3! the game was already decided.

		In Game 33 we saw the typical queen manoeuvre ♕f3 followed by ♕h3, to put pressure on the h7-square. The idea is to provoke weak­nesses in Black’s castled position and also to support the pawn break g2-g4, as happened in this game, where White won by a strong attack.

		In Game 34, the queen went straight to h5. When it can go immediately to h5, this is often best. After Black defended with …g7-g6 the queen returned to f3, from where it also controlled the e4-square, to prevent Black from occupying it. Then, after h2-h4 and ♕h3, White was able to open the position and gain a winning advantage.

		In Game 35 we saw a typical queen manoeuvre that can also arise in some openings similar to the London System, such as the Torre Attack. The idea is to play ♕b1 to put pressure on the diagonal b1-h7. After Black weakens his king position with …g7-g6 or …h7-h6, the queen returns to the kingside (normally via d1), heading for h3 (via f3) or g4, again to attack Black’s castled position.

		

	
		

		LESSON 10

		

		Typical London System endgames

		

		In this lesson, we’re going to look at various endgames that are typical of the London System. There is no single, specific London System endgame, but there are a few which arise quite often and are most characteristic.

		For example, in Lesson 7, about queenside play, we saw a variation with ♕b3 where the queens were quickly exchanged and White put pressure on the queenside. That type of position leads to a fairly typical ending, but we’re not going cover it in this chapter, since the reader can study it in Lesson 7.

		Similarly, in Lesson 8, on the theme of good knight versus bad bishop, we also saw some endings that are typical of the London System.

		In this lesson we’re going to focus on endings based on the most usual pawn structures.

		

		Game 36 Caro-Kann Defence (Exchange Variation)

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2840

		

		Benjamin Bok 2598

		

		Doha rapid 2016 (6)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 c5 4.♘c3!?

		The Jobava Attack, a very popular line that we’ve already seen and which is a cross between the Richter-Veresov and the London System.

		4…cxd4

		Black can also play 4…a6.

		5.exd4 a6

		Preventing the knight jump to b5. Many players make the following blunder: 5…♘c6? 6.♘b5! e5 (there is no other way to avoid the check on c7, since 6…♕a5+ 7.c3 is even worse) 7.dxe5 a6 (the best defence, since 7…♘e4 loses another pawn: 8.♕xd5 ♕xd5 (8…♗b4+ 9.c3) 9.♘c7+ ♔d8 10.♘xd5) 8.exf6 (8.♘c3 ♘g4 9.h3 d4 10.hxg4 dxc3 11.♕xd8+ ♘xd8 12.bxc3 ♗xg4 13.♗d3  is also good) 8…axb5 9.fxg7 ♗xg7 10.♗d3 ♗xb2 11.♖b1 ♗c3+ 12.♗d2 ♗xd2+ 13.♕xd2  .
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		6.♗d3

		The main alternative is 6.♘f3 ♘c6 7.♘e5 ♗f5!? (7…♗d7 is equal) 8.g4! ♘xe5 9.gxf5 ♘c6 10.♕d3  Aronian-Le Quang Liem, St Louis blitz 2017.

		6…♘c6 7.♘ce2!?

		This idea seems better than the move usually employed by Jobava, 7.♘ge2. White’s idea is to be able to bolster the defence of d4 with c2-c3, transposing to the structure of the Exchange Variation of the Caro-Kann with ♗d3 and c2-c3, which we’ve already noted in other games.

		7…♗g4 8.c3 e6 9.♕d2!?

		Unpinning and preparing queen­side castling. White has also played 9.♕b3 ♘a5 (or 9…♕d7 10.♘g3 (10.h3!?  ) 10…♘h5 11.♗e3!? (11.♘xh5 ♗xh5 12.♘e2  is better) Sulava-Jovanic, Croatia tt 2017) 10.♕c2 ♗h5 11.♗g5 ♗g6= Romanov-Postny, Croatia tt 2017.
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		9…♗h5 10.♗g5!?

		An interesting idea; White wants to clear the f4-square for the knight. Instead, 10.♘g3 has also been played, e.g. 10…♗g6 11.♘f3 ♗e7 (11…♗d6 12.♗xg6 hxg6 13.h3 ♕c7 14.♗xd6 ♕xd6 15.♕e3= Vujnovic-Van der Linden, Split 2019) 12.0-0 0-0 13.♗xg6 hxg6= Arkhangelsky-Van Delft, Hoogeveen 2006.

		10…♗g6

		A good plan for Black is to exchange his theoretically bad bishop for White’s strong d3-bishop.

		11.♘f4 ♗xd3 12.♘xd3
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		The position is equal but that doesn’t mean it’s dead. The pawn structure is unbalanced and White can make use of the e5-square for his knight.

		12…♗d6

		A later attempt to improve Black’s game was 12…♗e7 13.♕e2!? (or 13.♗xf6 ♗xf6 14.♘f3 a5 15.a4 ♘e7=) 13…♘e4 14.♗xe7 ♕xe7 15.♘f3 0-0 16.0-0= Hofmann-Brunner, Switzerland tt 2019.

		13.♘f3

		Aiming to control the e5-square and completing development.

		13…♘e4!?

		An interesting idea, seeking to exchange queens. If 13…b5 then 14.♘fe5  but 13…0-0 14.♕e2= was also playable.
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		14.♗xd8

		The best move; 14.♕e3 ♘xg5 15.♘xg5 0-0  would give White nothing.

		14…♘xd2 15.♔xd2 ♖xd8 16.♖he1
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		This structure can arise in several variations of the London System. White dominates the centre and the half-open e-file. Black usually tries to launch a ‘minority attack’ on the queenside, exerting pressure along the half-open c-file and preventing White from advancing his queenside pawns.

		16…0-0

		In this type of position (which is not quite an endgame yet), it’s often best not to castle and instead bring the king immediately into the centre of the board, for instance 16…♔e7 17.a4 f6, with a balanced position.

		17.a4

		Gaining space on the queenside and hindering Black from playing …b7-b5.

		17…♖c8

		Now 17…b5? 18.axb5 axb5 19.♖a6 is bad, giving White a clear advan­tage, but 17…a5 was interesting.

		18.a5!

		Fixing the black queenside pawns. Now it will be difficult for Black to break with …b7-b6 or …b7-b5, since the a-pawn will be left isolated.

		18…♖fe8 19.♘fe5!
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		Carlsen realises that to be able to continue putting pressure on the queenside he must exchange the minor pieces.

		19…♗xe5?!

		A dubious concession. It was better to play 19…♘xe5 20.dxe5 (or 20.♘xe5 f6 21.♘d7 ♔f7 22.♘b6 ♖c6=) 20…♗e7 21.♖a4 g5=.

		20.♘xe5 ♘xe5 21.♖xe5 f6 22.♖e3 ♔f7
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		Now we have a rook ending with a structure that is quite common in the London System. White has a space advantage and a queenside pawn majority, and can count on his king to support his pawns. For his part, Black has the half-open c-file and the option of breaking with …e6-e5 at some point.

		23.♖a4

		With the idea of going to b4 and putting pressure on b7, but it was better to play 23.f4 h5 24.♖h3 ♔g6 25.♖e1 ♖cd8 26.♔d3  .

		23…♖c4?

		Black takes a radical decision, offering the exchange of rooks, but this isn’t a good idea. The alternative 23…♖e7 24.♖b4 ♖c6 25.f4 would also have led to an inferior endgame which would be difficult to defend against Carlsen, but this was better than the move in the game.

		24.♖xc4 dxc4
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		25.b3!

		A great move by Carlsen. The idea is to set his central pawn majority in motion and to control the square c4.

		25…♖c8

		White’s idea would have become clear after 25…cxb3 26.c4! ♖d8 27.♔c3 ♔e7 28.♖e2 ♔d6 29.♔xb3, with a clear advantage to White.

		26.♖e1

		The rook heads for the b-file.

		26…cxb3 27.♖b1 ♖c4 28.♖xb3 ♖a4?

		Black seeks activity with the rook, although in this case passive defence with 28…♖c7 29.♔d3  was better.
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		29.♖xb7+ ♔g6 30.♖b6 ♖xa5 31.♖xe6

		Now the ending is won for White without many problems. The central passed pawns are a decisive advantage and in addition Black’s a-pawn remains weak.

		31…♖a2+ 32.♔d3!?

		Here 32.♔e3 was not bad either, but Carlsen is sure that his centre pawns will be unstoppable.

		32…♖xf2 33.c4

		33.d5 also wins.

		33…♖xg2 34.c5
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		34…♔f5

		The black king is cut off. White wins in the event of 34…♖g1 35.♖xa6 ♔f7 36.♔e4.

		35.♖e1

		Again 35.d5 also wins.

		35…♖b2 36.c6

		And Black resigned, in view of 36…♖b8 37.d5 and the white pawns win the game.

		

		Game 37 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Boris Savchenko 2613

		

		Alexey Pridorozhni 2574

		

		Khanty-Mansiysk 2016 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 e6 6.♗d3 ♗d6 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4
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		We studied this interesting variation in Lesson 4. It’s an alternative to the main line, delaying the development of the knight to f3 in order to be able to play the advance f2-f4 first.

		8…cxd4 9.cxd4

		Forced, in view of 9.exd4 ♕xf4  .

		9…♗d7 10.♖c1?!

		White’s best move here is 10.a3, to prevent the knight from jumping to b4.
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		10…♘b4

		One year later, Pridorozhni tried to improve the variation with 10…0-0 11.a3 ♖fc8 (or 11…♖ac8 12.♘gf3 ♘e7 (12…♘g4 13.♔e2∞ Doderer-Dunne, cr 2001) 13.0-0?! (13.♘e5=) 13…♖xc1 14.♕xc1 ♘g4 (14…♖c8!  ) 15.♖e1 ♖c8 16.♕b1= G.Gara-Barczay, Hungary tt 1989) 12.♘gf3 ♘e7 13.♔e2!? (13.♖xc8+ ♖xc8 14.0-0 ♘f5  ) 13…♖xc1 14.♕xc1 ♖c8 15.♕b1 ♕b6 16.♖c1 ♗b5  Savchenko-Pridorozhni, Khanty-Mansiysk 2017.

		11.♗b1 ♗b5?!

		Black wants to punish White right away for the omission of the move a2-a3, but this move isn’t good. It was better to play 11…0-0 12.a3 ♘c6, with equality.
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		12.♕b3!

		White gains the advantage with this move: now he threatens to play a2-a3 and also controls the d3-square.

		12…♗a6 13.♘gf3

		Here 13.♔f2 was also interesting, e.g. 13…♘c6 14.♘gf3 0-0 (14…♘g4+ 15.♔g3  ) 15.♘e5 ♖fc8 16.♕a4 ♘e7 17.g4  .

		13…♕b6 14.a3

		Again 14.♔f2 0-0 15.a3 ♘c6 16.♕xb6 axb6 17.♖c3  was good.

		14…♕b5
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		15.♔f2!

		Finally White plays this; it’s courageous and good, defending against the mate threat and not fearing the check on e2.

		15…♘c6

		Black acquiesces to the exchange of queens. The white king is safe after 15…♕e2+ 16.♔g3 ♘d3 (better than 16…♘h5+?! 17.♔h3 ♘d3 18.♗xd3 ♕xd3 (the sequence 18…♗xd3!? 19.g4 ♘xf4+!? (19…♘f6? 20.♖he1+–) 20.exf4 h5! 21.gxh5! ♕f2 22.♕xd3 ♖xh5+ 23.♔g4 ♕g2+ 24.♔xh5 ♕h3+ 25.♘h4! ♕xd3 26.♘df3 is also bad for Black) with advantage to White, although with great complications: 19.♕xd3 ♗xd3 20.♘e5 ♗a6 21.a4  ) 17.♗xd3 ♕xd3 (instead 17…♗xd3 loses material after 18.♖he1 ♘h5+ 19.♔h4! ♕f2+ 20.g3 ♗e2 21.♖xe2 ♕xe2 22.♖e1 ♕a6 23.♔xh5!) 18.♕xd3 ♗xd3 19.a4 0-0 20.♘e5 ♗a6 21.b4 b6 22.b5 ♗c8 23.♖c2  .

		16.♕xb5 ♗xb5

		White is better. He has pressure along the c-file, his development is better and he controls the e5-square; meanwhile the bishop on b5 has a few problems.

		17.b3

		Controlling the squares c4 and a4. There were also other good options for White, such as 17.♘e5 ♔e7 18.♖c5 a6 19.♖hc1  or 17.♖c5 ♗a6 18.h3  .

		17…♘e7 18.♘e5 ♘d7 19.a4!?
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		White keeps putting pressure on the b5-bishop, which has no good retreat square.

		19…♗c6

		If 19…♗a6? then 20.b4 b6 21.b5 ♗c8 22.♖c7+–.

		20.♗d3!?

		A good alternative was 20.h4 h5 21.♘df3 f6 22.♘g6 ♘xg6 23.♗xg6+ ♔e7 24.♗d3  .

		20…a6

		Too passive; 20…a5 was better, e.g. 21.h4 h5 22.♖he1 ♘b6 23.g3 ♘bc8 24.e4, with only a slight advantage to White.

		21.♖he1 ♖c8 22.♘df3 f6
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		23.♘xc6!

		The correct exchange, since although the bishop on c6 was bad, it was a good defender. Instead, 23.♘xd7 ♔xd7 led to equality.

		23…♖xc6 24.♖xc6 ♘xc6

		Forced, since if 24…bxc6 then 25.♗xa6.

		25.♖c1

		White is better in this ending: he has a space advantage, he controls the c-file and his bishop is stronger than a black knight.

		25…♘db8 26.f5!

		White’s plan is to leave Black with an isolated pawn on d5.

		26…♔e7 27.fxe6 ♔xe6 28.h4 ♔d6

		Another similar option was 28…♘b4 29.♗b1 ♘8c6 30.g4 ♔d6 31.h5 h6 32.♖c3  .

		29.g4

		White gains space on the kingside. With a good bishop versus a knight it’s always good to play on both wings.

		29…h6 30.♘g1!?

		The knight seeks new horizons. The f5-square is now weak and the knight heads for it.

		30…♘d7?!

		It was better to play 30…♘b4 31.♗b1 ♘8c6 32.♘e2 h5, trying to gain some activity.

		31.♘e2 ♘a5?

		Too optimistic, because the pawn on b3 isn’t a real target; 31…♘e7 32.♘g3 ♘b8 33.b4  was better.

		32.♘g3!
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		There is no need to protect the b3-pawn. With the threat of 33.♘f5+ White gains a winning advantage.

		32…♘c6

		Or 32…♘xb3 33.♖c3 ♘a5 34.♘f5+ ♔e6 35.h5 (35.♘xg7+ ♔e7 36.♖c1) 35…♔f7 36.♖c7 ♖d8 37.e4 dxe4 38.♗xe4 ♔f8 39.♗d5 ♘c6 40.♗e6.

		33.♘f5+ ♔c7 34.h5!?

		There was nothing wrong with seizing the plunder with 34.♘xg7 ♘b6 35.♔g3 ♖g8 36.♘f5 ♖h8 37.a5 ♘c8 38.♖c5 b6 39.axb6+ ♔xb6 40.♗xa6.

		34…♔b6

		Black is unable to protect the g7-pawn, since if 34…♖g8 then 35.♗xa6! bxa6 36.♘e7 wins for White.

		35.e4!?

		Again 35.♘xg7 was good and winning.
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		35…♘b4

		Or 35…dxe4 36.♗xe4 ♖d8 37.♔e3.

		36.♗b1 ♘b8

		Or 36…dxe4 37.♗xe4 ♘b8 38.♔g3.

		37.exd5 ♖d8

		If 37…♘xd5 then 38.a5+ ♔a7 (38…♔xa5 39.♖c5+) 39.♗e4 ♖d8 40.♖c5 ♘b4 41.d5 wins.

		38.♗e4 ♘d7

		If 38…♘xd5 then 39.a5+.

		39.♔f3 ♘f8 40.♖c5

		The game is decided in White’s favour; 40.♘e3 was also winning.
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		40…♘h7 41.a5+ ♔a7 42.♘xg7 f5

		Desperation in a lost position. If 42…♘g5+ then 43.♔f4 ♘xe4 44.♔xe4.

		43.♘xf5 ♘g5+ 44.♔f4 ♖e8 45.♗g2!?

		The simple 45.♗b1 was also winning.

		45…♘d3+ 46.♔g3 ♘e1

		Taking the rook with 46…♘xc5 also loses after 47.dxc5 ♘f7 48.d6 ♖e5 49.b4.

		47.d6 ♖e2 48.♗d5

		And Black resigned; the d-pawn will win the game for White.

		

		Game 38 Queen’s Pawn Opening

		

		Simon Williams 2461

		

		Aaravamudhan Balaji 2050

		

		Hastings 2020 (6)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 g6 3.♗f4

		The game starts with the Jobava Attack, which we studied earlier.

		3…♗g7

		The most common move is 3…d5, to prevent White from playing e2-e4.

		4.e4 d5!?

		An interesting idea. The most common move is 4…d6, transposing to a Pirc.
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		5.e5 ♘e4!?

		This is Black’s idea, which is reminiscent of some lines of the Barry Attack and the Trompowsky. It’s a relatively new variation and there are only twenty or so games in the database with it, with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave as its most outstanding exponent.

		6.♘xe4!

		The best move.

		A) The first time ‘MVL’ played this line his opponent reacted badly with 6.♘a4?! c5! 7.c3!? (7.♘xc5 ♘xc5 8.dxc5=) 7…cxd4 8.f3 ♘xc3 9.bxc3 ♕a5 10.♕xd4 ♘c6 11.♕d1 ♘xe5 and Black has excellent compensation: Bacrot-Vachier-Lagrave, Paris rapid 2017;

		B) 6.♘ge2!? has also has been played, but after 6…♘xc3 7.♘xc3 0-0 8.♕d2 c5! Black gained equality in Ibarra Jerez-Chigaev, Internet blitz 2019;

		C) Also inferior is 6.♘ce2 f6 7.♘f3 c5 8.exf6 ♗xf6= Lopez-Vachier-Lagrave, PRO League rapid 2018;

		D) Another good idea, so far untried, is 6.♕d3  .

		6…dxe4 7.♗c4

		Not a bad move, since it develops the bishop to a good square, but the best move is 7.♕d2, e.g. 7…0-0 (or 7…c5 8.dxc5! (8.♗b5+ ♗d7 9.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 10.d5= Naiditsch-Perske, Germany Bundesliga 2018/19) 8…♕xd2+ 9.♗xd2 ♗xe5 10.0-0-0 ♘c6 11.♗e3 ♗e6 12.f3 exf3 13.♘xf3  ) 8.0-0-0 c5 9.dxc5 (9.d5?! ♘d7 10.f3 ♘xe5 11.fxe4 ♕b6= Grischuk-Wang Yue, Beijing blitz 2014) 9…♕xd2+ 10.♖xd2 (10.♗xd2 ♘c6 11.f4 exf3 12.♘xf3  Rubes-Babula, Czech Republic tt 2019/20) 10…♘c6 11.f3  Mehar-Bakalchuk, Pardubice 2018.
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		7…c5

		Trying to break up the white centre is the usual plan for Black, but it seems better to castle first: 7…0-0 8.c3 c5 9.♘e2 ♘c6 10.h3 (10.e6!? ♗xe6 11.♗xe6 fxe6 12.dxc5=; 10.0-0 cxd4 11.cxd4 ♗g4= Arya-Siva, New Delhi 2018) 10…cxd4 11.cxd4 ♘a5= Delchev-J.van Foreest, Skopje rapid 2018.

		8.dxc5!

		A novelty and a good move, impro­ving on these previous games:

		A) 8.c3 cxd4 (or 8…♘c6 9.♘e2 ♗g4?! (9…0-0=) 10.h3 (10.e6! ♗xe6 11.♗xe6 fxe6 12.dxc5  ) 10…♗xe2 11.♕xe2 cxd4 12.♕xe4= Duneas-Ang, Auckland 2018) 9.♕xd4 ♕xd4 10.cxd4 ♘c6= Delchev-Nedev, Skopje rapid 2018.

		B) 8.d5? is inferior, in view of 8…♘d7 9.e6 ♘b6! 10.exf7+ ♔xf7  .
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		8…♕a5+

		The exchange of queens clearly favours White after 8…♕xd1+?! 9.♖xd1 ♘c6 10.♗d5  and similarly after 8…0-0 9.♕xd8 ♖xd8 10.♘e2 ♘c6 11.e6! ♗xe6 12.♗xe6 fxe6 13.c3 ♘e5 14.♗xe5 ♗xe5 15.♘c1 White has the advantage in the ending.

		9.c3 ♕xc5

		Or 9…0-0!? 10.b4! ♕c7 11.♘e2 ♗xe5 12.♗xe5 ♕xe5 13.0-0 ♘c6 14.♘d4 and White is clearly better.
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		10.♕d5!

		Forcing the exchange of queens, which is favourable to White, who will win the e4-pawn.

		10…♕xd5 11.♗xd5 ♘c6

		Black counterattacks against the e5-pawn, since the e4-pawn is doomed.

		12.♗xe4 ♘xe5 13.♘f3

		White prioritises the development of his pieces. A good alternative was 13.0-0-0 0-0 14.h4 a5 15.♘h3 a4 16.a3 ♘d7 17.♗e3 ♘f6 18.♗f3  .

		13…♘xf3+?!

		This exchange of pieces clearly favours White, since his bishops, especially the one on f3, are stronger than Black’s. It was better to play 13…♘g4 14.0-0 ♘f6 15.♗c2 0-0, although White maintains a slight advantage.

		14.♗xf3 e5 15.♗e3 f5
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		16.♗d5!

		An obvious and good move. Black was threatening to play …e5-e4. The bishop stands very well on d5, since it maintains pressure on b7 and hinders the development of the c8-bishop.

		16…f4?!

		This move isn’t good, because the bishop on g7 starts to become passive. It was better to try 16…♔d7! 17.0-0-0 ♔c7 (protecting b7) 18.g3! a5 19.h4 ♗f6, although White maintains a clear advantage.

		17.♗c5

		White’s two bishops are very strong and in combination with his queenside pawn majority they make the ending very advantageous for him.

		17…♗f8

		Or 17…♗d7 18.0-0-0 (18.♗xb7 ♖b8 19.♗d5 ♖xb2 20.0-0-0 ♖b8 21.♗b3 is also strong) 18…0-0-0 19.♗e7! ♖de8 20.♗xb7+  .

		18.♗xf8 ♔xf8 19.0-0-0

		White has an advantage in develop­ment and a queenside pawn majority. For his part, Black has problems developing his queenside and in addition his e5-pawn is weak.

		19…♔e7 20.♖he1 ♔f6 21.♗f3 ♖b8 22.♖d6+ ♗e6 23.♗g4

		It was even slightly stronger to play 23.♗d5 ♖he8 24.g3 ♖bd8 25.♖xe6+ ♖xe6 26.♗xe6 ♔xe6 27.gxf4 ♖f8 28.♖xe5+  .

		23…♖he8 24.g3!
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		White wants to open the position, as the black king isn’t very secure.

		24…g5 25.h4! ♔f7?!

		This loses material. In the event of 25…h6 26.hxg5+ hxg5 27.♖h1! ♔f7 28.♗xe6+ ♖xe6 29.♖h7+ ♔g6 30.♖xe6+ ♔xh7 31.♖xe5 the ending should be winning for White.

		26.♗h5+ ♔e7 27.♖d2 ♖g8 28.♖xe5

		White wins a pawn and maintains dangerous threats.

		28…♔f6 29.♖e1 gxh4
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		30.♖d6! ♔g5 31.♖e5+ ♗f5 32.g4!

		Finally, the great activity of the white pieces bears fruit and Black now loses material.

		32…♖bf8 33.♖dd5 h3 34.♖xf5+

		And Black resigned, in view of 34…♖xf5 35.♖xf5+ ♔h4 36.♗f7! ♖g7 37.♗e6 ♖xg4 38.♗d5 ♖g1+ 39.♔d2 h2 40.♗f3 and White wins.

		

		Game 39 4.dxc5 line

		

		Alexander Grischuk 2771

		

		Viswanathan Anand 2816

		

		St Louis 2015 (2)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 c5 4.dxc5!?

		An interesting idea that we’ve already encountered. The more usual moves are 4.c3, 4.♘c3 and 4.♘f3.
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		4…♘c6

		Other options are:

		A) 4…♕a5+ 5.♘d2 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 (6.a3  ) 6…♕xc5 7.a3 ♕b6 8.b4 g6 9.c4 and White was slightly better in Zhou Jianchao-Lagno, Changsha 2019;

		B) 4…e6 and now:

		B1) 5.♘f3 ♗xc5 6.♗d3 0-0 7.0-0 ♘c6 8.c4 with a balanced position, Markus-Kireev, cr 2008;

		B2) 5.c4 ♗xc5 6.♘f3 0-0 7.♘c3 ♘c6 8.a3 a6 9.♕c2= Moradiabadi-Santarius, Greensboro 2018;

		B3) 5.b4!? is particularly interes­ting. This move is the main try to retain the extra pawn.
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		analysis diagram

		

		5…a5 6.c3 ♗d7 (here 6…♘c6 is also good, e.g. 7.♗b5 ♗d7 8.♕b3 axb4 (8…♘h5 9.♘e2= Moroni-N.Petrov, Bad Ragaz 2018) 9.cxb4 ♘e4= Vasquez Schroder-Koustav, Bhubaneswar 2019) 7.♘d2! (7.♕b3? is bad, due to 7…axb4 8.cxb4 b6! 9.♗d6? (9.♘f3!? bxc5 10.bxc5 ♘e4 11.♘bd2 ♘xc5  ; 9.cxb6? ♕xb6 10.b5 ♕a5+ 11.♘d2 ♘e4 12.♘gf3 ♗b4–+) 9…♘e4! (9…bxc5 10.♗xf8 ♖xf8–+ Moroni-Hracek, Germany Bundesliga 2019/20) 10.♕b2 (10.♗xf8 ♕f6–+) 10…♘xd6 11.cxd6 ♕f6–+ Nakamura-So, Leuven rapid 2018) 7…axb4 8.cxb4 b6 9.cxb6 ♗xb4 (or 9…♕xb6 10.a3 ♗a4 11.♕b1  Matuszewski-Dziuba, Poland tt 2018) 10.♗c7 ♕e7 (10…♕c8 11.♖b1  Martini-Vass, Hungary tt-2 2003/04) 11.♘gf3 0-0 (or 11…♗a4 12.♕b1 (12.♕xa4+? ♖xa4 13.♗b5+ ♘fd7 14.♗xa4 0-0–+ Dlugy-Novikov, St Louis 2019) 12…0-0 13.a3 ♗d6 14.♗xd6 ♕xd6 15.♕b4 ♕d7= Jedrzejowski-Velilla Velasco, cr 2018) 12.a4 ♗d6!? (it seems better to play 12…♗c3 13.♖b1 ♗xa4 14.♕c1=) 13.♗xd6 ♕xd6 14.a5∞ Nabaty-Santos Ruiz, Moscow 2019.

		5.♗b5

		The alternative is 5.♘f3 e6 6.c4 ♗xc5=.

		5…♕a5+

		Another option is 5…e6 6.b4, which transposes to the lines which we saw earlier after 4…e6.

		6.♘c3 a6

		If 6…♗g4!? 7.♕d4  Tang-Yuffa, St Petersburg rapid 2018.

		7.♗xc6+ bxc6
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		8.♘f3!

		The best move and a novelty at the time. A previous game between the same players had continued with 8.♕d4 e6 9.b4 ♕a3 10.♘ge2 a5 11.♖b1? (11.b5! ♗xc5 12.♕a4= is better, Kharchenko-Zimin, St Petersburg 2017) 11…axb4 12.♖xb4  Grischuk-Anand, Stavanger blitz 2015.

		8…e6

		A good option was 8…♘e4 9.♕d4 (9.0-0 ♘xc3 10.bxc3 ♕xc5=) 9…♘xc3 10.♕xc3 (10.bxc3 f6 11.♕b4 (11.0-0!? e5 12.♗xe5 fxe5 13.♕xe5+ ♔f7 14.♖ab1 and White has some compensation, although I prefer Black) 11…♕xb4 12.cxb4 a5 13.c3 e5 14.♗g3∞) 10…♕xc3+ 11.bxc3 f6 12.♗c7 e5 13.♗b6= David-Gorodetzky, Arad 2019.

		Also possible is 8…♕xc5 9.♘e5 ♗f5 10.0-0= Hagberg-Bredenhof, cr 2015.

		9.0-0 ♗d7?!

		A rather strange move. The natural continuation was 9…♗xc5 10.♘d4 ♕b4! 11.a3 ♕b7 12.b4  .
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		10.a3

		Threatening 11.b4. Another interes­ting option was 10.e4 ♕xc5 11.♖e1 ♗e7 12.e5 ♘g8 13.a3 ♕c4 14.♘e2 c5 15.b3 ♕e4 16.c3  .

		10…♕xc5 11.♘a4 ♕a7 12.c4!
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		White wants to open the position to exploit his advantage in development.

		12…♗e7 13.♖c1

		13.b4!  looks good.

		13…♖c8

		It was better to complete develop­ment with 13…0-0 14.♘e5 ♖ad8 15.cxd5 ♘xd5 16.♗g3 c5 17.♘xd7 ♖xd7 18.♕c2 ♖c8, with balanced play.
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		14.cxd5!?

		It was better to close the position with 14.c5! 0-0 15.b4 ♘e4 16.♘b6 ♖cd8 17.♘d4  .

		14…cxd5 15.♖xc8+ ♗xc8 16.♕d4!
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		White wants to exchange queens, which will leave him with the better endgame.

		16…♕xd4 17.exd4

		This ending is quite unpleasant for Black: the knights are better than the bishops and White is ready to invade via the c-file. In addition, White has a queenside pawn majority, which gives him a comfortable advantage.

		17…♗d7 18.♘b6 ♗d8

		Black allows his bishop to be exchanged; in the event of 18…♗b5 19.♖c1 0-0 20.a4! ♗e2 21.♘e5 White completely dominates the position. But after the exchange of light-squared bishops the a6-pawn is left much weaker.

		19.♘xd7 ♘xd7 20.♖c1 f6!?

		The alternative 20…a5 21.♖c6 0-0 22.♗d6 ♖e8 23.♖c8 would have left Black in a delicate position.
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		21.♖c6!

		Gaining a pawn, owing to the double attack on a6 and e6.

		21…♔f7!?

		If 21…g5 then 22.♖xe6+ ♔f7 23.♖d6 ♘b6 24.♗g3  .

		22.♖xa6

		White has a decisive advantage. In addition to the extra pawn, the two passed queenside pawns are very dangerous.

		22…♗b6 23.♗d2!?

		Here it was good to give the king an escape hole and prevent … g7-g5 with 23.h4!.

		23…g5 24.h3 ♖b8

		Black completes his development, but White’s two queenside pawns should win.

		25.♗b4 ♖b7
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		26.♖a8

		Here a good option was to activate the king with 26.♔f1, with a view to the endgame.

		26…♘b8?!

		Black could have set more problems with 26…h5 27.g4 hxg4 28.hxg4 ♖c7  .

		27.♔f1

		27.♗c5! h5 (27…♗xc5 28.dxc5 ♖xb2 29.♘d4 e5 30.♖a7+ ♔f8 31.c6) 28.b4.

		27…♘c6 28.♗c3 e5!?

		Seeking a bit of counterplay. If 28…h5 then 29.g4 hxg4 30.hxg4  .

		29.dxe5 d4 30.♗b4 ♘xe5
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		31.♘xe5+!

		The black knight could always prove dangerous; furthermore, since White has a material advantage, exchanges suit him.

		31…fxe5 32.♔e2

		32.f3  was also good.

		32…e4 33.f3!

		Forcing the black pawns to make a commitment.

		33…d3+

		If 33…e3 34.♔d3 White blockades the pawns and wins after 34…♖c7 35.♖d8 ♖c1 36.♖d6.

		34.♔d2 exf3 35.♖f8+

		And Black resigned, in view of 35…♔e6 36.♖xf3 and the d3-pawn is lost.

		

		Game 40 Queen’s Pawn Opening

		

		Matthew Turner 2517

		

		Alan Tate 2283

		

		Edinburgh 2019 (7)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 ♗f5 6.♘gf3

		Here 6.♕b3 can be played immedi­ately.

		6…e6 7.♕b3
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		Against the systems with an early …♗f5 the plan of playing ♕b3, attacking b7, is White’s best option. Now Black must decide how to protect b7.

		7…♕d7!?

		This doesn’t seem to be the best response. White also has the advantage after 7…♕b6?! 8.♕xb6 (8.dxc5 ♗xc5 9.♘d4  ) 8…axb6 9.♗b5.

		However, the most common reply is 7…♕c8! and now:

		A) 8.a4 ♗e7 9.♗e2 h6 10.h3 0-0= Kamsky-Alekseev, St Petersburg rapid 2017;

		B) 8.h3 h6 9.♗e2 ♗e7 10.0-0 0-0= Jumabayev-Vokhidov, Internet blitz 2020;

		C) 8.c4 cxd4 (8…a5!? 9.dxc5 ♗xc5 10.cxd5 ♘xd5 11.♗g3= Demuth-Volkov, Leukerbad 2019) 9.♘xd4 ♘xd4 10.exd4 dxc4 11.♘xc4 ♗e4= Donchenko-Kanmazalp, Minsk 2017;

		D) 8.♘h4 ♗e4 9.f3 ♗g6 10.g4∞ (10.♘xg6 hxg6 11.g4∞ Bokar-Morrow, cr 2017) Iordachescu-Blübaum, Batumi 2018.

		8.♗b5!
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		The pin on the c6-knight is unpleasant. In addition White now threatens a knight jump to e5.

		8…c4!?

		If 8…a6 9.♘e5! ♕c8 10.♗xc6+ bxc6 11.♕a4  Kamsky-Holt, Las Vegas 2015. On the other hand, 8…♗d6? is bad, due to 9.♗xd6! ♕xd6 10.♕a3!, a manoeuvre that we’ve already studied and which wins a pawn, 10…♘d7 11.♘b3  .

		9.♕a4 ♗d6

		Preventing 9.♘e5, but White now has a very simple plan which will give him a clear advantage.

		10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.b3!

		The best move. The pawn break with b2-b3 gives White the advantage on the queenside. Also interesting is 11.♘e5 0-0! 12.♗xc6 bxc6 13.♕xc6!? (13.b3  ) 13…♕b8 14.0-0-0? (14.b3 cxb3 15.axb3 ♖c8  ) 14…a5 (14…♖c8! 15.♕a4 ♕b7  ) 15.♕a4 ♖a6? (15…♖c8  ) 16.f3 ♖c8? (16…h5=) 17.g4  S.Kovacevic-Aviol Perez, Amposta 2016.
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		11…cxb3 12.axb3 ♘d7

		Or 12…0-0 13.0-0 ♖fc8 14.c4 ♘e4 15.♖fc1  .

		13.♘e5!?

		Too impulsive. It was better to play 13.0-0 0-0 14.♗xc6 bxc6 15.♕a6  , or 13.♗xc6 bxc6 14.♕a6 0-0 15.0-0 ♖fb8 16.b4  .

		13…♘dxe5 14.dxe5 ♕xe5?

		This capture is a clear mistake. Black must have badly miscalcu­lated or misevaluated something, because 14…♕c7 was playable, e.g. 15.♕a5 ♕d7 (15…♕xa5 16.♗xc6+ bxc6 17.♖xa5  ) 16.♕a3 ♖c8 17.0-0 a6 18.♗xc6 ♖xc6 19.c4  .
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		15.♗xc6+ bxc6 16.♕xc6+ ♔e7 17.♘f3

		A good move. 17.♕c5+ was also interesting, e.g. 17…♔d7 (17…♔f6 18.f4  ; 17…♕d6 18.♖xa7+ ♖xa7 19.♕xa7+  ) 18.♖xa7+ ♖xa7 19.♕xa7+ ♕c7 20.♕d4  .

		17…♕d6

		The exchange of queens favours White. 17…♕b8 was slightly better, e.g. 18.♕c5+ ♔f6 19.♕d4+ ♔e7 20.♕h4+ f6 21.♘d4 ♔f7 22.♘xf5 exf5 23.0-0  .
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		18.♕xd6+ ♔xd6 19.♖a6+!

		A very accurate move that consolidates the advantage. White is going to double the rooks on the a-file (putting pressure on the weak a7-pawn) and then play b3-b4, when he will have a strong knight after ♔d2 and ♘d4.

		19…♔c7 20.♔d2! ♖hb8 21.b4!?

		The wrong move-order. It was necessary first to play 21.♘d4! ♖b6 (21…♗g6 22.b4 ♖b6 23.♖a5) 22.♖a5 a6 23.♖ha1.

		21…♖b6 22.♖a5 ♗e4!
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		Now Black gains a bit of counter­play.

		23.♘d4

		An interesting alternative was 23.♘g5!? ♗g6 (23…♗xg2? 24.♖g1+–) 24.f4 h5 25.♖f1 a6 26.g3 f5 27.♖fa1 and White has an edge.

		23…♗xg2 24.♖ha1?

		A mistake that loses the advantage. Instead, 24.♖g1 was good, e.g. 24…♗e4 25.f3 (25.♖xg7? ♗g6=) 25…♗g6 26.h4 a6 27.e4 ♖d8 (27…dxe4 28.h5+–) 28.♖c5+ ♔b8 29.h5! ♗xh5 30.♖xg7 ♗g6 31.exd5 ♖xd5 32.♖g8+ ♔a7 33.♖xd5 exd5 34.♖d8  .

		24…e5
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		25.♘b3!?

		Black equalises in the event of 25.♘b5+ ♔b7 26.♖xa7+ ♖xa7 27.♖xa7+ ♔b8 28.♖a5 ♖f6=.

		25…♖h6!?

		It was better to attack the f-pawn with 25…♖f6 26.♔e2 (26.♖xa7+? ♖xa7 27.♖xa7+ ♔b6  ) 26…a6 27.♘c5 ♗f3+! 28.♔d2 ♖h6, which equalises the game.

		26.♖xa7+ ♖xa7 27.♖xa7+ ♔b6 28.♖xf7
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		Now we can understand why it was better to play 25…♖f6, since f7 would then have been defended.

		28…♖xh2 29.♘c5

		White threatens to play ♘d7 as well as to advance his pawns. The black pieces are somewhat misplaced, but even here Black is not without resources, as long as he plays well.

		29…e4?

		A serious mistake; it was better to activate the king with 29…♔c6 30.♖xg7 ♗f3 31.e4 ♖xf2+ 32.♔e3 ♖f1 33.♖e7 dxe4 34.♖xe5 ♔d6 35.♖e8 ♔d5 with equality.

		30.c4!
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		A good move. It gives the king an escape square on c3 and breaks up Black’s pawn chain. White’s advantage is decisive now.

		30…dxc4

		Or 30…♔c6 31.♔c3 ♗f3 32.♔d4 dxc4 33.♖b7+–.

		31.♔c3! ♗f3?

		Black makes a serious error that greatly assists in White’s victory. The best defence was 31…♗f1 32.♖e7 ♔b5 (32…♖xf2 33.♖e6+ ♔c7 34.b5+–) 33.♖e5 g6 34.♘xe4+ ♔b6 35.♖e6+ ♔b5 36.♖f6+–.

		32.♖b7+ ♔c6 33.♔d4!
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		Threatening mate in two with 34.b5+ and 35.♖d7 mate. The king is taking an active part in the endgame.

		33…♗g4 34.b5+ ♔d6 35.♖xg7 ♗f5 36.♖f7 ♖xf2

		There is now no satisfactory defence. If 36…♗g6 then 37.♖d7 mate; or 36…♗g4 37.♘xe4+.

		37.♘xe4+ ♔e6

		If 37…♗xe4 then 38.♖xf2 wins.

		38.♖f6+

		38.♘g5+! was also winning: 38…♔d6 39.e4 ♖d2+ 40.♔c3 ♖d3+ 41.♔xc4.

		38…♔e7 39.♔e5

		Here 39.b6 also wins.

		39…♖b2 40.♖xf5 ♖xb5+ 41.♔f4 ♖xf5+

		Keeping the rooks on is equally hopeless, e.g. 41…♖b8 42.♖c5 ♖f8+ 43.♔e5 ♖f3 44.♔d4.

		42.♔xf5 ♔d7 43.♔e5 1-0

		

		Game 41 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Gata Kamsky 2666

		

		Boris Savchenko 2562

		

		Sochi rapid 2018 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 e6 3.♗f4 d5 4.♘bd2 c5 5.e3 ♘c6 6.c3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗d3 b6
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		Black’s main line in the struggle against the London System. We’ll study the most recent theory in the next lesson.

		9.♕e2 ♗b7 10.♖d1 ♖e8 11.e4! ♗e7 12.e5 ♘h5 13.a3!?

		To control b4. We’ll consider alternatives in the following lesson.

		13…g6 14.0-0
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		14…f5?!

		The position has similarities to the French Defence. It’s usual to fight for space and, in addition, Black wants to close the diagonal b1-h7, which gives him so many headaches. Nevertheless, this move is dubious. It was better to play:

		A) 14…♘xg3 15.hxg3 (15.fxg3 f5 16.exf6 ♗xf6 17.♕f2 ♕e7=) 15…♔g7 16.♕e3 ♖h8 17.g4= Norman-Gromotka, cr 2017;

		B) 14…♖c8 15.♕e3 (15.♖fe1 cxd4 (15…a5 16.♘f1 a4 17.♗b5 ♖a8 18.♘e3  Sedlak-G.Szabo, Budapest 2018) 16.cxd4 ♘a5 17.b4 ♘c4 18.♘xc4 dxc4 19.♗xc4  Berkes-Pacher, Velky Cetin rapid 2018) 15…♘g7 (15…a6 16.♖fe1 cxd4 17.cxd4= Wallner-Shabalov, Dresden 2018; 15…cxd4 16.cxd4 ♖c7 17.♖c1 ♘xg3 18.fxg3  Pechac-Caletka, Slovakia tt 2016/17) 16.♖fe1 ♘f5=.

		15.exf6 ♗xf6 16.♗b5!

		White wants to control the e5-square and for this he is willing to exchange his light-squared bishop.

		16…♘xg3!?

		Instead, 16…a6 17.♗xc6 ♗xc6 18.♖fe1 ♘xg3 19.hxg3 ♗b5 20.♕e3 ♕c7 21.♘h2!  was played in Artemiev-Smirnov, St Petersburg 2016.

		17.hxg3 ♕d6

		An attempt to improve Black’s game, although it’s unsuccessful and his position is already inferior. Black has also tried 17…cxd4 18.cxd4 a6 (18…♖c8 19.♖fe1 ♖e7 20.♘f1 ♘a5 21.♘e3  Swayams-Dolana, Bucharest 2019) 19.♗xc6 ♗xc6 20.♖fe1 ♕d6 21.♖c1 ♗b5 22.♕e3 ♖a7 23.♘e5  Furfine-Sinha, Charlotte 2017.
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		18.♗xc6!?

		The most direct way to conquer the e5-square, but White’s play could be improved by first playing 18.♖fe1! ♖ac8 19.dxc5 ♕xc5 20.♗xc6 ♗xc6 21.♘e5 ♗a4 22.♖c1  .

		18…♕xc6!?

		18…♗xc6 was slightly better: 19.♖fe1 ♗a4 20.♖c1 ♖ac8 21.♘f1  .

		19.♘e5!

		White is able to establish a strong knight on e5 and in addition he gains a tempo by attacking the black queen.

		19…♕a4

		If 19…♕c7 then 20.♘df3  .

		20.♕e3

		A very instructive position, where the two white knights are stronger than the black bishop pair. White has a free hand to manoeuvre and apply pressure in the centre.

		20…cxd4

		Or 20…♕c2 21.♘df3! ♕xb2 22.dxc5  .

		21.cxd4 ♗a6 22.♖fe1 ♖ac8 23.♘df3 ♖c2 24.♖c1!

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		White wants to exchange rooks and restrict Black’s counterplay. The weakness of the e6-pawn will be a key element in the endgame.

		24…♖xc1

		If 24…♖xb2? then 25.♘g4 ♗g7 (25…♗d8 26.♕e5) 26.♖c7, with a winning attack for White.

		25.♖xc1 ♖c8 26.♖e1!?

		White decides to retain a rook for the attack. It was also good to simplify to a winning endgame with 26.♖xc8+ ♗xc8 27.♕c1 ♕e8 28.♕c7, clearly dominating the position.

		26…♖e8

		It was slightly better to retreat the queen with 26…♕e8 but after 27.g4 ♗g7 28.g5 White remains with a winning advantage.

		27.g4
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		The idea of g4-g5 and ♘g4 is very strong, but it was also winning to revert to the plan of 27.♖c1.

		27…♕c2 28.g5 ♗g7 29.♘g4 ♕e4

		Here 29…♕xb2? loses to 30.♘f6+ ♗xf6 31.gxf6 ♕b5 32.♕h6 ♕d7 33.♘e5.
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		30.♘h6+!

		The best move, and clearer than 30.♕xe4 dxe4 31.♘fe5! (31.♖xe4?! ♗b7 32.♖f4 ♗xf3 33.♖xf3 (33.gxf3 ♖f8=) 33…♗xd4  ) 31…♗b7 32.♖c1  .

		30…♗xh6 31.gxh6 ♕xe3 32.♖xe3
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		This endgame is much better for White: the knight is better than the bishop.

		This game could equally well have been included in Lesson 8 (dedicated to this theme). The h6-pawn acts as an unpleasant wedge for the black king and in addition the e6-pawn is weak.

		32…♗b5

		If 32…♔f7? then 33.♘g5+ wins a pawn and the game.

		33.♖c3

		The control of the open c-file also proves decisive.

		33…♖e7 34.♘e5

		From this strong square the knight dominates Black’s bad bishop.

		34…♔f8 35.♖c8+ ♗e8 36.g4 g5

		To prevent being smothered alive with g4-g5.

		37.♔g2!
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		It only remains for White to improve his king, a hugely important piece in the endgame. Black is almost in zugzwang.

		37…♖b7 38.♔g3 ♔e7 39.f4!

		The final pawn break, ensuring that the white king will have an entry.

		39…gxf4+ 40.♔xf4 a5 41.g5 1-0

		Here Black cut short his sufferings: the advance g5-g6 is unstoppable and will prove decisive, allowing the promotion of the h-pawn.

		

		Summary

		It should be noted that there is no single model ending in the London System. In this lesson we’ve seen examples of the most common types of endings arising from this opening and it should not be forgotten that in Lesson 7 (Play on the queenside) we saw a quite typical ending that arises after an exchange of queens on b3.

		In Game 36 we saw a typical ending with the white pawn structure of a2/b2/c3/d4/f2/g2/h2 confronting Black’s structure of a7/b7/d5/e6/f7/g7/h7, which usually arises after the exchange of pawns in the centre with …cxd4 followed by White recapturing with the e-pawn: exd4. This type of structure is quite common in several lines of the London System and the Caro-Kann (Exchange Variation with ♗d3). In the game a rook ending arose where White had a space advantage and mobilised his queenside/central pawn majority to gain victory.

		In Game 37 we saw an ending which is fairly typical of the variation where White exchanges bishops on d6 and then plays f2-f4. The pawn structure is symmetrical. In this game White dominated the open c-file and was left with a strong light-squared bishop, which was stronger than the enemy knight. White forced Black to remain with an isolated pawn on d5. The greater activity of White’s pieces, later combined with a strong knight manoeuvre, occupying the weak f5-square, gave him a winning advantage.

		In Game 38 we saw an interesting endgame which arose quite quickly after White forced the exchange of queens with 10.♕d5. This was an irregular opening, a mixture of the Jobava, the Barry and the Trompowsky, where Black played …d7-d5 and …♘e4. White emerged with a very active pair of bishops which were superior to their black counterparts. In addition, White had a pawn majority (3 against 2) on the queenside. Black suffered from a lack of development and, despite the exchange of one of his bishops, White managed to win the ending with his rooks and better bishop.

		In Game 39 we saw an interesting idea in the opening with 4.dxc5. After that White forced the exchange of queens and entered a very advantageous endgame. White’s domination of the open c-file was key. White had the better development. Black also had a weak a-pawn which was eventually lost, after which White ended up winning the game.

		In Game 40 we again saw a fairly typical ending, with a half-open a-file for White and white pawns on b3/c3/d4. Black’s a7-pawn was weak and his light-squared bishop was ineffective. White eventually won in quite an instructive manner, despite mistakes by both players.

		In Game 41 we saw another good example, first featuring White’s knight pair dominating Black’s bishops and later, in the ending, a white knight proving much superior to the remaining black bishop. In addition, the control of the open c-file proved decisive, in a dream position for the white player.

		

	
		

		LESSON 11

		

		Latest theoretical developments in the London System

		

		In the previous lessons we have already shown you some recent ideas in each important position.

		Now in this lesson we’re going to see some of the most fashionable variations and the latest theoretical ideas in the London System that have emerged in the last few years.

		We’ll start with what has become the main line against the London System in recent years.

		

		Game 42 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Ferenc Berkes 2662

		

		Harshit Raja 2427

		

		Villorba 2018 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♗f4 c5 4.e3 ♘c6 5.♘bd2 e6 6.c3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗d3 b6

		This variation has become the main line against the London System in the last few years, displacing moves such as 8…♕e7 or 8…♖e8.
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		9.♕e2

		The most modern variation. The alternative is to play the immediate 9.e4 ♗e7 10.e5 ♘h5 and now:
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		analysis diagram

		

		A) Nakamura has tried 11.♘f1!? cxd4 12.♘xd4 ♘xd4 13.cxd4 g6 14.♘e3 (14.♘d2 ♗d7 15.0-0 b5 16.♘f3  Pantazi-Andreica, cr 2018) 14…f5!= Nakamura-Svidler, Moscow rapid 2018;

		B) 11.a3 was the main move until recently and we covered this in our earlier book on the London System, which featured the game Grischuk-Nakamura, Skopje tt 2015, on pages 227-235;

		C) An interesting idea is 11.♘g1 g6 12.♘df3 b5 13.dxc5 ♗xc5 14.♕d2 ♕c7 15.♕h6∞;

		D) 11.♘g5 is the most fashionable line: 11…♗xg5 12.♕xh5 g6 13.♕e2 cxd4 14.h4 ♗h6 15.h5 dxc3 (worse is 15…g5 16.♘f3 dxc3 17.bxc3 f5 (17…♘e7 18.♘h2 ♘f5 19.♘g4  D.Gurevich-Admiraal, PRO League rapid 2018) 18.exf6 ♕xf6 19.0-0 ♗g7 20.♖fe1  (20.♗b5  ) Tang-Nihal, Internet blitz 2020) 16.bxc3 ♗g7 (or 16…♕e7 17.hxg6 ♗xd2+ 18.♕xd2 (18.♔xd2  ) 18…fxg6  Shimanov-Abasov, Minsk 2017) 17.♔f1!? (White has also played 17.♘f3 f5?! (17…♕e7=) 18.hxg6 hxg6 19.♗f4  D.Gurevich-Obregon, PRO League rapid 2018 and 17.f4 ♕c7 18.hxg6 fxg6 19.♘f3= Filipovic-Derakhshani, Flims 2016) 17…♕e7 18.♖e1 ♗d7 19.♔g1 ♖ac8 20.♘b3  .

		9…♗b7
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		10.♖d1

		This move has been found to be the best against Black’s plan. The rook goes to d1 in anticipation of the possible opening of the d-file.

		White can also play 10.e4 ♗e7 (if 10…dxe4 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♕xe4 (12.♗xe4 cxd4 13.0-0-0!? (13.♖d1=) 13…e5 14.♔b1 ♖e8∞ Zierk-Della Morte, Las Vegas 2018) 12…g6 13.0-0-0 (13.dxc5? ♘e5  ; 13.♖d1!?) 13…♘a5 14.♕e2 ♗xf3 15.♕xf3 cxd4 16.♔b1∞ Burmeister-Gerhards, cr 2017) 11.e5 ♘h5 12.h4!? (a very recent idea in this position, although it’s thematic. Instead 12.♘h4 is also interesting, while other tries include 12.♘f1 cxd4 13.♘xd4 g6 14.♘d2= Tikkanen-Westerberg, Ronneby 2018 and 12.♘g5 ♗xg5 13.♕xh5 g6 14.♕e2 cxd4  Inarkiev-N.Petrov, Moscow blitz 2019) 12…♘xg3 13.fxg3 ♕b8 (if 13…h6 14.a3  ).

		Now a well-known theme arises:

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		analysis diagram

		

		14.♗xh7+!. Objectively this sacrifice isn’t winning, but it offers good compensation after 14…♔xh7 15.♘g5+ ♔h6 and now:

		A) 16.0-0!? ♕e8 17.♕d3 g6 18.♖f6 which gives White compensation, with long and complicated lines;

		B) 16.♕e3!? ♗a6 17.♘df3 cxd4 18.cxd4 f6 19.exf6 gxf6 20.♖c1 ♖c8 21.♘xe6+ ♔h7 22.♔f2 with an unclear position.

		Both are interesting options.

		C) 16.♕d3! is a move that the engine gives as bad at first, although in fact it’s correct, as we’ll see: 16…g6
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		analysis diagram

		

		17.h5! ♘xe5! (17…♔xg5 18.♕e3+; 17…♗xg5 18.hxg6+) 18.hxg6+! ♔g7 (18…♔xg5? leads to mate after 19.♕e3+ ♔f5 20.♕f4+ ♔xg6 21.♕h6+ ♔f5 22.♖h5+ ♔g4 23.♖g5+ ♗xg5 24.♕h3 mate) 19.♖h7+ ♔g8 (here 19…♔f6? loses to 20.♕e2 ♗a6 21.c4 cxd4 22.♘ge4+ dxe4 23.♘xe4+ ♔f5 24.0-0-0 ♗xc4 25.♖f1+ ♘f3 26.♕xf3+ ♔e5 27.gxf7)
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		analysis diagram

		

		20.♖h8+!! and now the game should end in a draw after 20…♔g7! 21.♖h7+ ♔g8=.

		Black overlooked this defence and played 20…♔xh8? 21.g7+! ♔xg7 22.♕h7+ ♔f6 23.♕h6+ ♔f5 (23…♘g6 24.♘h7+ ♔f5 25.♕h3 mate)
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		analysis diagram

		

		24.0-0-0?? ♘d3!+ 25.♔c2 ♕xg3–+ Santos Ruiz-Santos Latasa Iberoamericano blitz 2020.

		The winning move was 24.♔e2!!. Although we don’t usually delve to the bottom of such a complicated position, in this case we’re going to make an exception, in view of the beauty of some of the lines which remained in the background and also because the players are two of the best young Spanish players: 24…cxd4 (if 24…♗a6+ 25.c4 ♗xc4+ 26.♘xc4 ♗xg5 27.♖f1+ ♘f3 28.♖xf3+ ♔e4 29.♘d6+! ♕xd6 30.♕xg5 ♔xd4 31.♖f4+ ♕xf4 32.♕xf4 mate) 25.♖f1+ ♘f3 26.♘gxf3 ♗a6+ 27.c4 d3+ 28.♔f2 ♖g8 29.♘d4+ ♔g4 30.♕h3+ ♔g5 31.♘2f3+ ♔g6 32.♕g4+ ♔f6 33.♕h4+ ♔g7 34.♘xe6+ fxe6 35.♕xe7+ ♔g6 36.♕xe6+ ♔g7 37.♕e7+ ♔g6 38.♘h4+ ♔h5 39.♕f7+ ♔h6 40.♘f5+ ♔g5 41.♕e7+ ♔xf5 42.♔e3+ ♔g6 43.♕f6+ ♔h5 44.♖h1+ ♔g4 45.♖h4+ ♔xg3 46.♕f2 mate.

		This game is amply annotated by grandmaster José Cuenca Jimenez in his Preface on pages 8 to 11 of this book.
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		10…♖e8

		The most usual move, preparing the pawn break …e6-e5. Here 10…a5 has been also played, and now:

		A) 11.a3 ♖e8 12.♗b5!? (12.e4  ) 12…♗f8 (12…♕c7=) 13.♘e5  Grachev-Frolyanov, Serpukhov rapid 2018;

		B) 11.♗xd6!? ♕xd6 12.0-0 ♘e7 13.♘e5 ♕c7 14.a4 ♘e4 15.♖fe1 ♘xd2 16.♕xd2  ;

		C) 11.e4 ♗e7 12.e5 (12.a3!?  ) 12…♘h5 13.a3 c4 14.♗b1 b5 15.h4  Gajewski-Abdusattorov, Internet blitz 2020.

		And another option is 10…♘e7 11.♗xd6 (11.0-0 ♘f5 12.♗e5 ♘e4 13.♗b1  ) 11…♕xd6 12.0-0 ♖ad8 13.♘e5 ♘e4 14.♗c2 g6 15.f3 ♘xd2 16.♕xd2  .

		11.e4!

		Now this move is definitely con­sidered best. The knight jump to e5 is less good, since Black equalises after 11.♘e5 ♕c7 12.f4 ♘e7, Skoberne-Grujic, Novi Sad tt 2017.

		11…♗e7

		11…e5?! is dubious: 12.dxc5 (better than 12.dxe5?! ♘xe5?! (12…♗xe5!=) 13.♘xe5 ♗xe5 14.f4 dxe4 15.♗b5 ♗c7 16.♘c4  Le Quang Liem-Caruana, St Louis blitz 2017) 12…bxc5 (if 12…♗xc5 13.0-0 d4 14.♘b3  Fuchs-Schleining, Dresden 2018) 13.exd5 ♘d4 14.cxd4 exd4 15.♘e5 ♗xe5 16.♗xe5 ♘d7 (16…♘xd5 17.0-0 f6 18.♕h5 g6 19.♗xg6  ) 17.f4 f6 18.♕e4? (18.♕h5 h6 19.0-0  ) 18…g6= Meyner-Ruhl, Vellmar 2019.

		12.e5 ♘h5
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		The position now resembles a French Defence, due to the pawn structure. Black can eliminate the bishop on g3 whenever he wants to, but White has good attacking chances.

		13.a3

		A usual move for White, in order to prevent a knight jump to b4. There are better moves though, as the latest games show.

		Let’s take a look:

		A) 13.h4! ♘xg3 14.fxg3 and now:

		A1) 14…f6? 15.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 16.♘g5+ ♔g8 17.♕h5 fxg5 18.hxg5 ♗xg5 19.♕h7+ ♔f8 20.0-0+ ♗f6 21.exf6+– Moreto Quintana-Esplugas Esteve, Sitges 2019;

		A2) 14…♕c7? 15.♖c1!? (15.♗xh7+! is again strong, e.g. 15…♔xh7 16.♘g5+ ♔g8 (16…♗xg5 17.hxg5+ ♔g8 18.♕h5 ♔f8 19.0-0  ) 17.♕h5 ♗xg5 (17…♗d8 18.♕h7+ ♔f8 19.0-0  ) 18.hxg5 ♔f8 19.0-0 ♔g8 20.♖f4 cxd4 21.♘f3 dxc3 22.g6 f5 23.g4 ♘xe5 24.♕h7+ ♔f8 25.♕h8+ ♔e7 26.♕xg7+ ♔d8 27.♕f6+ ♔c8 28.♘xe5  ) 15…f5 16.g4 ♕d7 17.gxf5 exf5 18.0-0 ♖f8 19.♘g5  ;

		A3) 14…♖f8! 15.0-0! (the sacrifice 15.♗xh7+!? is possible.
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		analysis diagram

		

		Here this thematic sacrifice leads to no more than a draw after 15…♔xh7 16.♘g5+ ♔h6! 17.♕d3 g6 18.h5 ♔g7 19.♘xe6+ (19.hxg6 ♖h8=) 19…fxe6 20.♕xg6+ ♔h8 21.♕h6+ ♔g8 22.♕g6+ ♔h8 23.♕h6+ ½-½ Esipenko-Alekseenko, Sochi rapid 2018) 15…a5 16.♖f2 ♖a7 17.♘f1  J.L. Fernandez-Magat, cr 2017.

		B) 13.0-0 g6 (13…a5 14.♖fe1 ♘xg3 15.hxg3 a4 16.a3 g6 17.♘f1 ♕c8 18.♕d2 ♔g7 19.♗b5  ) 14.♖fe1 ♖c8 15.a3 a5 16.♘f1 a4 17.♗b5  Sedlak-G.Szabo, Budapest 2018;

		C) 13.♘f1 cxd4 14.♘xd4 g6 15.♗b5 (15.♘e3 ♘xg3 16.hxg3 ♘xe5 17.♗b5 ♖f8= Torkkola-Frolyanov, Novi Sad tt 2016) 15…♘xd4 16.cxd4 ♖f8 17.♘e3  .

		13…a5!?

		Gaining space on the queenside. The main alternative (and seemingly best) is 13…g6 and now:

		A) 14.♘f1?! f5 15.exf6 ♗xf6 16.♘e3 (16.♗b5 a6 17.♗xc6 ♗xc6= Nihal-Sevian, Internet blitz 2019) 16…e5 (16…cxd4 17.cxd4 ♘xg3 18.hxg3 e5= Artemiev-Sevian, Martuni 2016) 17.dxe5 ♘xe5 18.♘xe5 ♘xg3 19.hxg3 ♖xe5= Sedlak-So, Baku 2016;

		B) 14.♕e3 is interesting, e.g. 14…♖c8 (14…cxd4 15.cxd4 ♘a5 16.0-0 ♖c8 17.♗f4 ♘xf4 18.♕xf4  ; 14…♘g7 15.h4  Moll-Fenes, cr 2017) 15.0-0 f5 16.exf6 ♗xf6 17.♗e5  Esipenko-Matlakov, Moscow rapid 2018;

		C) 14.0-0 f5 15.exf6 ♗xf6 16.♗b5  Artemiev-A.Smirnov, St Petersburg 2016.
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		14.♘f1!?

		It’s stronger to play 14.h4!:

		A) If 14…f5? 15.exf6 ♗xf6 16.♗xh7!+ (or 16.♘g5!? ♗xg5? (16…♘xg3 17.♗xh7+ ♔f8 18.fxg3  ) 17.♕xh5 (17.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 18.hxg5 g6 19.♖xh5+ gxh5 20.♕xh5+) 17…♗h6 18.♘f3  Köllner-Bethke, Neustadt an der Weinstrasse 2020) 16…♔xh7 17.♘g5+! ♗xg5 18.hxg5 g6 19.♖xh5+ gxh5 20.♕xh5+ ♔g7 21.♕h6+ ♔g8
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		analysis diagram

		

		22.♘e4!! dxe4 23.♕g6+ ♔f8 (23…♔h8 24.♔d2) 24.d5 exd5 25.♗d6+ ♖e7 26.♖xd5 ♗c8 27.♗xe7+ ♕xe7 28.♕xc6;

		B) 14…♘xg3 15.fxg3 cxd4 (15…h6 16.g4 cxd4 17.cxd4  Tomilova-Bjerre, Helsingor 2019) 16.cxd4 f6? (16…f5 17.0-0  ) 17.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 18.♘g5+! ♔g8 (18…fxg5 19.hxg5+ ♔g8 20.♕h5) 19.♕h5 fxg5 20.hxg5 ♗xg5 21.♕h7+ ♔f8 22.0-0+ ♗f6 23.exf6 gxf6 24.♕xb7? (24.♖f4! gives a decisive advantage) 24…♘xd4  Youssoupov-Moroni, Spilimbergo 2019.

		14…g6?!

		A better defence was 14…♕c8 15.h4 ♗a6 16.♗h2 ♗xd3 17.♕xd3 f5 18.exf6 ♘xf6 19.♘e3 ♕a6=.

		15.♘e3!
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		White delays castling for now and continues to improve the deployment of his forces: the knight is heading for the kingside, via g4. White has already gained an advantage.

		15…♕c8?!

		Trying to improve Black’s play. The alternative 15…c4?! 16.♗b1 b5 17.♘g4 leads to a position with a clear advantage to White, as we saw on pages 236-239 in our earlier book on the London System (Kamsky-Goganov), and which was repeated in Kamsky-Tran Tuan Minh, St Petersburg 2016, which Kamsky won in brilliant fashion.

		If 15…cxd4 16.cxd4 ♘b8 17.♘g4  Burdalev-Haba, Pfarrkirchen 2018. I think the best defence is 15…a4 16.0-0 cxd4 17.cxd4 ♘a5 18.h3 ♗c6 19.♗h2  .

		16.0-0

		Again the idea of 16.h4!? is interes­ting, e.g. 16…♗a6 17.♗h2 ♗xd3 18.♖xd3 ♘g7 19.♘g4 ♘f5 20.h5  Dlugy-Christiansen, St Louis 2019.

		16…♗a6

		This was Black’s idea, exchanging his theoretically bad bishop for White’s good one, but even after the exchange of bishops Black’s problems fail to disappear.

		17.♘g4!
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		The knight moves closer to Black’s castled position and White prepares a strong attack.

		17…a4

		Or 17…♗xd3 18.♕xd3!? (18.♖xd3  ) 18…♕d8 19.♕d2 f5 20.exf6 ♘xf6 21.♘h6+ ♔g7 22.♘g5  M.Popovic-Solozhenkina, Belgrade 2019.

		18.♕e3 ♘a5 19.♗h4!
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		Now that Black has decided against capturing on g3, the bishop changes direction: now White wants to exchange Black’s strong dark-squared bishop, which will leave Black’s castled position weak. White’s advantage is already decisive.

		19…♗xh4

		If 19…♗xd3 20.♖xd3 c4 21.♖d2 ♗xh4 22.♘xh4 ♕d8 23.♘f3 f5 24.exf6 ♘xf6 25.♘h6+ ♔g7 26.♘g5, while in the event of 19…♗f8? White wins with 20.♘h6+ ♔g7 21.g4.

		20.♘xh4 ♕d8 21.♕h6! ♕e7

		If 21…♗xd3 22.♖xd3 ♘c4 23.♖h3 ♖a7 24.f4! with a winning attack, or 21…♕xh4 22.♘f6+.

		22.f4!

		Creating new threats, such as the advance f4-f5.

		22…♕f8

		If 22…f5!? then 23.exf6 ♘xf6 24.♘xg6.

		23.♕g5 ♕e7 24.♘h6+

		White can choose between several ways to win, such as 24.♘f6+ ♘xf6 25.exf6 h6 26.♘xg6! hxg5 27.♘xe7+ ♖xe7 28.fxe7.

		24…♔h8 25.g4!?

		It was better to play 25.♘xf7+! ♕xf7 26.♘xg6+ ♔g7 (26…hxg6 27.♗xg6) 27.f5 ♗xd3 28.f6+ ♔g8 29.♘e7+ ♔h8 30.♖xd3.

		25…♗xd3 26.♖xd3 ♘g7

		Or 26…♕xg5 27.fxg5 ♘g7 28.♘xf7+ ♔g8 29.♘h6+ ♔h8 30.♖h3.

		27.♕f6

		Also winning was 27.♖h3 ♖a7 (27…♕xg5 28.♘xf7+) 28.♖ff3 ♕xg5 29.fxg5 ♖ee7 (29…♖f8 30.♘xg6+) 30.♘xg6+ hxg6 31.♘xf7+ ♔g8 32.♖h8 mate.
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		27…♖a7

		If 27…♕xf6 then 28.exf6 and the knight is trapped.

		28.♘f3

		With the idea of jumping to g5; again the plan of 28.♖h3 also wins.

		28…♖f8

		Black defends f7 and vacates the e8-square for the knight, but this fails to save the game.

		29.♘g5! ♕xf6 30.exf6 ♘e8

		Despite the exchange of the queens White’s pressure is still decisive. The pawn break f4-f5 is unstoppable and Black is very cramped.

		31.f5!
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		31…exf5 32.gxf5 ♘xf6

		There is no defence now; if 32…♘c6 then 33.fxg6 fxg6 34.♘e6 (34.f7 ♘g7 35.dxc5 bxc5 36.♖xd5) 34…♖xf6 35.♖xf6 ♘xf6 36.♖f3 ♘d7 37.♖f7.

		33.fxg6 ♔g7

		Or 33…fxg6 34.♘e6.

		34.♘f5+! ♔xg6 35.♖g3
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		White has a decisive attack.

		35…♔h5

		Or 35…♘h5 36.♖g2.

		36.♘g7+ ♔h6 37.♖xf6+ ♔xg7 38.♘xh7+

		And Black resigned in view of the imminent mate after 38…♔xh7 39.♖f4.

		We’ll now look at another variation for Black which is on track to becoming the main line.

		

		Game 43 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		Nicholas Pert 2558

		

		Joseph Ryan 2293

		

		Dublin 2020 (6)

		

		

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 e6 3.♗f4 d5 4.e3 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.♘bd2 0-0 7.c3
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		7…♕c7

		This is a new and quite recent idea, which is considered even better for equalising the game than the main line which we studied in the previous game. The key idea of this variation is to abstain from developing the queen’s knight to c6 and instead try to play a quick …e6-e5, without having any problems with White playing dxc5, as can happen in the event of …♘c6.

		This line is being played more and more by the day and curiously was not mentioned in any of the earlier works on the London System (including my own), which is an indication of the degree to which the theory and practice of the London System has evolved in the last decade.

		If 7…♘c6 8.♗d3 ♕c7?! 9.dxc5 ♗xg3 10.hxg3 e5 11.e4  Gorovets-Agüero Jimenez, Merida 2017.
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		8.dxc5!?

		An interesting idea, to try to hinder Black’s plans. There are other options, such as 8.♗d3, the most popular move, which we’ll look at in the next game.

		A) The typical London System continuation would be 8.♘e5, and now:

		A1) 8…♘fd7!? 9.f4 f6!? (9…♘c6 10.♗d3 f5 11.0-0 ♘f6=) 10.♗d3 ♘c6 11.♕h5 f5 12.♗h4∞ Fedoseev-Dragnev, Germany Bundesliga 2019/20;

		A2) 8…b6 9.f4 ♗a6 (9…♗b7 10.♗d3 ♘e4 11.0-0 f5 12.♗h4 ♘d7  Lopez-Arutinian, Amsterdam 2019) 10.♗xa6 ♘xa6 11.♗h4  Aronian-Karjakin, Moscow blitz 2019;

		A3) 8…♘bd7 9.f4 (or 9.♘xd7 ♗xd7 10.♗d3 ♗xg3 11.hxg3 h6=) 9…♘e4 10.♘xe4 dxe4 11.♘c4 ♗e7 (11…♘f6 12.♘xd6 ♕xd6 13.♗e2  Stefanova-Buksa, Monaco blitz 2019) 12.f5 ♕c6 13.fxe6 ♕xe6 (13…fxe6 14.♕b3 cxd4 15.exd4 a6 16.♘a5 ♕d5 17.♗e2  ) 14.♗e2?! (14.d5!  ) 14…b5 15.♘d2  Pähtz-Harika, Moscow rapid 2019.

		B) An interesting option which has not been played much is 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.a4 (this move would be my recommendation in this position. 9.♘e5 has also been played, e.g. 9…♘fd7! (9…♘c6 10.f4 b6 (10…♘e7 11.♗d3 b5!? 12.0-0 (12.a3  ) 12…b4= Cuberli-Perez Ponsa, Buenos Aires 2017) 11.♗d3 ♗b7 12.♕f3  Pähtz-Georgescu, Internet blitz 2020) 10.f4 (10.♘xd7 ♘xd7=) 10…f6 11.♘xd7 ♗xd7= Kaliksteyn-Korley, Charlotte 2019) 9…b6 10.♗e2 (10.a5 ♘bd7 11.♗e2 ♗b7 12.0-0= Noe-M.Haag, Heusenstamm 2017) 10…a5 11.0-0 ♘bd7 12.♕c2 ♗b7 13.b3=;

		C) Another interesting idea is 8.a4 ♘bd7 9.♗b5 b6 10.0-0 ♗xg3 11.hxg3 ♗b7= Kamsky-Dominguez Perez, Sochi tt 2019;

		D) 8.♖c1. This move contains the plan of playing c3-c4 and opening the c-file.
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		analysis diagram

		

		8…♘bd7 9.c4 (a suggestion would be 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.♗e2 b6 11.0-0 ♖d8 12.♕a4=) and now:

		D1) 9…dxc4 10.♗xc4 (10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♘xc4  ) 10…♗xg3 11.hxg3 cxd4 12.♘xd4= Delchev-Pasko, Kosovo tt 2019;

		D2) 9…♘e4? 10.cxd5 ♘xg3 11.hxg3  Jumabayev-Womacka, Internet blitz 2020;

		D3) 9…b6! 10.b4 (or 10.♗e2 ♗b7 11.0-0 ♗xg3 12.hxg3 ♖ac8= Kryakvin-Mikhalevski, Budva tt 2019, and 10.cxd5 exd5 11.♗b5 ♗b7 12.0-0 ♖ac8= Jumabayev-Vidit, Moscow blitz 2019) 10…♗xg3 11.hxg3 dxc4 12.♗xc4 cxd4 13.♘xd4= Lorscheid-Gordon, Barcelona 2019.

		8…♕xc5

		Or 8…♗xg3 9.hxg3 ♘bd7!? (9…♕xc5 10.♗d3 transposes to the game) 10.♘b3?! (10.♕a4 ♘xc5 11.♕f4!  is better) 10…e5 11.c4 dxc4 12.♗xc4 ♘xc5= Sandipan-Boruchovsky, Yerevan 2016.

		9.♗d3

		The usual move. An interesting alternative is 9.♖c1 ♘bd7 (9…♗xg3 10.hxg3 ♘c6 11.b4 ♕d6 12.b5 ♘e5 13.c4∞) 10.c4 ♗xg3 11.hxg3 h6 12.a3 b6 13.cxd5 ♕xd5  Salinas Herrera-Solon, Internet blitz 2020.
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		9…♗xg3

		There are some slightly better alternatives for Black here:

		A) 9…♘bd7

		A1) 10.♕e2 and now:

		A11) 10…h6 11.e4 (bad is 11.0-0-0? ♖b8 (11…b5  ) 12.e4 dxe4 13.♘xe4 ♘xe4 14.♕xe4= Aronian-Matlakov, Moscow blitz 2019; 11.0-0 ♗xg3 12.hxg3 ♕b6 13.b4 a5 14.a3=) 11…♗xg3 (if 11…dxe4 12.♘xe4 (12.♗xe4!? ♗xg3 13.hxg3 ♖b8= Grachev-Macovei, Internet blitz 2020) 12…♘xe4 13.♗xe4 (13.♕xe4 ♘f6=) 13…♘f6= Grachev-Harsha, Moscow blitz 2019) 12.hxg3 dxe4 13.♘xe4 ♘xe4 14.♕xe4 ♘f6 15.♕e5= Zanan-Ali Marandi, Paracin 2017;

		A12) 10…♖e8 11.e4 dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♕xe4 (13.♗xe4 ♘f6= Ali Marandi-E.Hansen, PRO League rapid 2019) 13…♘f6 14.♕d4 (14.♗xd6! ♕xd6 (14…♘xe4 15.♗xc5 ♘xc5 16.♗c2  ) 15.♕e3  ) 14…♕xd4 15.♘xd4= Munkhgal-Sevian, Internet blitz 2020;

		A13) 10…♖d8 11.e4 (11.0-0-0!?∞) 11…dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♗xe4 ♗xg3 14.♗xh7+!? (14.hxg3=).
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		analysis diagram

		

		This sacrifice gives White no more than a draw after 14…♔xh7 15.hxg3+ ♔g8 16.0-0-0! ♖e8 (16…♕a5 17.♕d3=) 17.♖xd7! ♗xd7 18.♘e5 f6! 19.♖h8+! ♔xh8 20.♕h5+ ♔g8 Aronian-Wang Hao, Moscow rapid 2019;

		A2) 10.e4 dxe4 11.♘xe4 (11.♗xd6 ♕xd6 12.♘xe4= Burnett-Röder, Prague 2019) 11…♘xe4 12.♗xe4 ♗xg3 13.hxg3 ♘f6 14.♕e2 (14.♕c2 h6 15.0-0 ♗d7= Esipenko-Najer, Moscow rapid 2018; 14.♗c2!?=) 14…h6 (14…♗d7 15.♘e5 ♗c6 (not 15…♗b5?
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		analysis diagram

		

		16.♗xh7+! ♘xh7 17.♕h5 ♗d3 18.♘xd3 (18.0-0-0!+–) 18…♕xh5 19.♖xh5  Nihal-J.van Foreest, Internet blitz 2020) 16.♘xc6 (16.♗xc6 bxc6 17.0-0-0  ) 16…bxc6 17.♗f3 ♖ad8= Nihal-Tang, Internet blitz 2020) 15.0-0-0 (15.♘e5!? ♖d8 16.♗f3= Gorovets-G.Antal, Las Vegas 2019; 15.0-0=; 15.♗c2=) 15…e5!? (15…♗d7 16.♗c2=) 16.♘xe5 ♘xe4 (16…♖e8 17.f4) 17.♕xe4 ♖e8 18.f4 ♗e6 (18…f6? 19.♕g6+–) 19.a3  Dimitrov-Dubko, cr 2016.

		B) 9…♖e8

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		analysis diagram

		

		10.♗h4 (a recommendation. Previous games continued 10.e4!? ♗xg3 11.hxg3 e5 12.0-0 (12.♕e2?! ♘c6? (12…♗g4!  ) 13.exd5 e4 14.♘xe4 ♘xe4 15.♗xe4 f5 16.♘g5 (16.♘d2  ) 16…♕e7? (16…h6 17.dxc6 fxe4 (17…hxg5? 18.♗d5++–) 18.♕h5 ♕e7 19.cxb7 ♗xb7 20.♘h3  ) 17.f4+– Esipenko-Anisimov, St Petersburg rapid 2018) 12…♗e6= Nihal-Aravindh, Internet rapid 2020) 10…♘bd7 11.0-0 e5 12.e4 ♕c7 13.♕c2 dxe4 14.♘xe4 ♘xe4 15.♗xe4 g6 16.♖ad1  .

		10.hxg3 ♘c6!?

		A natural move. Black has also tried 10…h6 11.♕a4 ♘c6?! (11…♕e7! 12.g4 e5 13.g5 hxg5 14.♘xg5 e4 15.♗e2  ) 12.g4! (or 12.♕f4?! ♖e8? (12…♕e7!  )
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		analysis diagram

		

		13.♖xh6! gxh6 14.♕xh6 ♕f8 15.♕xf6 ♕g7 16.♕h4  Swayams-Mosesov, Budapest 2019) 12…e5 13.g5 hxg5? (13…♘g4 14.gxh6 ♘xh6 15.e4  ) 14.♘xg5 e4 15.♗xe4 dxe4 16.♘dxe4 ♕f5 17.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 18.♘h7+– Buckels-Wachinger, Schwäbisch Gmünd 2020.

		And another alternative is 10…♘bd7 11.g4! g6 12.g5  Gordievsky-Kaczmarczyk, Biel 2018.
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		11.e4

		A thematic and good pawn break, but even stronger here was 11.g4! g6 12.g5 ♘g4 (12…♘d7? 13.♕a4 ♖d8 14.0-0-0+– Arias Igual-Tashev, Mutxamel 2019) 13.♗e2 ♕e7 14.♘d4 ♘ge5 15.♘2f3  .

		11…dxe4?

		This is a mistake. Instead, 11…g6 is better, e.g. 12.♕e2 ♕b6 (12…♗d7 13.a4 ♖ad8 14.0-0  ) 13.0-0-0!? (13.b4!  ) 13…♘g4 14.♖df1= Shvyrjov-Kanep, Viljandi rapid 2018.

		Another possibility is 11…h6 12.♕e2 ♗d7 13.e5 ♘g4 14.♖h4 f5 15.♘b3 ♕b6 16.♔f1  .

		12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♗xe4 h6

		The best defence; if 13…f5 14.♗c2  (14.♗xc6  ), or 13…g6? 14.♕d2 h5 15.♕h6+–.
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		14.g4!

		A good move, which we’ve already seen in other positions: the idea is to open up Black’s castled position with g4-g5 and exploit the power of White’s bishop.

		14…♘e5

		Trying to exchange pieces. Another defence was 14…♖d8 15.♕e2 a5 16.a4 f6 17.♗d3 ♔f8 18.♗c4 e5 19.♘d2 ♕e7 20.0-0-0  .

		15.♖h5!?

		An interesting move, although it was simpler and better to play 15.♘xe5 ♕xe5 16.♕e2 f5 17.♗f3 ♕xe2+ 18.♔xe2, with a better ending for White. Black has the worse bishop and a weak e6-pawn.

		15…♘xf3+?

		It was better to defend with 15…f5 16.gxf5 ♘g4! (16…exf5? 17.♕d5++–) 17.♘d4 ♘f6 18.♖h4! exf5 19.♗d3 ♔h8 20.♕f3, with a slight advantage to White.

		16.♕xf3

		White has a clear advantage now, with good attacking possibilities and better development.

		16…f5

		Or 16…♕e7 17.g5  .

		17.gxf5 exf5 18.♗d5+ ♔h8 19.0-0-0
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		White brings his king into safety and completes his development; he dominates the position and has good attacking chances against the black king along the h-file.

		19…♗d7?

		Black wants to complete his development, but this move is a mistake. It was better to play 19…a5 20.♖h4 ♕e7 21.♖hd4  .

		20.♕f4

		20.♗xb7 ♖ad8 21.♕f4 was also winning.

		20…♖f6

		Or 20…♕e7 21.♗xb7 ♖ad8 (21…♖ab8 22.♖xh6+ gxh6 23.♕xh6+ ♕h7 24.♕xh7+ ♔xh7 25.♖xd7+) 22.♗d5.

		21.♗xb7! ♖d8
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		22.g4!

		For the second time in the game; this move proves to be very strong.

		22…♕e7

		If 22…fxg4 then 23.♕xf6 gxf6 24.♖xc5; or 22…♕a5 23.a3 ♗e6 24.♗f3.

		23.♕c7!

		This pin proves decisive.

		23…fxg4?

		A blunder in a lost position. But if 23…♖f7 24.♗c6 ♕e8 25.♖xf5.

		24.♖e5!

		This move wins material and the game is decided.

		24…♕f8

		If 24…♖e6 25.♖xe6 ♕xe6 26.♕xd8+.

		25.♖xd7 ♖b8 26.♖xg7 ♕xg7 27.♕xb8+ ♖f8 28.♖e8

		Piece exchanges favour the side with the material advantage, so White tries to simplify, to avoid giving Black any counterplay.

		28…♕g5+
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		29.♔d1!

		The only move, but sufficient to win without any problems, since there are no more checks. Care was required here; White needed to avoid falling for 29.f4? gxf3+! 30.♔d1 ♕g1+ 31.♔d2 ♕g2+= or 29.♔c2?? ♕g6+–+.

		29…♖xe8 30.♕xe8+ ♔g7 31.♕d7+ ♔g6 32.♗e4+ ♔h5

		This allows the exchange of queens, although 32…♔f6 33.♕d6+ ♔g7 34.♕d4+ ♔f8 35.a4 was equally hopeless.

		33.♕d5

		The simplest, exchanging queens. The ending will be won without any problems, so Black resigned.

		

		Game 44 Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6

		

		J. Deepan Chakkravarthy 2557

		

		Kumar Reddy Poluri Bharat 2270

		

		Mumbai 2019 (5)

		

		

		

		1.d4 e6 2.c3!?

		A peculiar move-order and not the most appropriate one, but by transposition we soon end up in the normal variation of the London System that we are studying. The usual move-order would be 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 d5 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♗d6 6.♗g3 (6.♘gf3!?; 6.♗b5+!?) 6…0-0 7.♘gf3 ♕c7.

		2…d5 3.♗f4 ♗d6 4.♗g3 c5 5.e3 ♕c7!?

		More normal would be the move- order 5…♘f6 6.♘d2 0-0 7.♘gf3.
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		6.♘f3

		White could exploit Black’s move- order by playing 6.♕g4! g6 7.♘a3 (7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.dxc5 ♕xc5 9.♕d4 ♕xd4 10.cxd4  ) 7…a6 8.dxc5 ♕xc5 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.♕d4  .

		6…♘f6 7.♘bd2 ♘bd7

		It’s more normal to castle first: 7…0-0 8.♗d3 ♘bd7.

		8.♗d3 0-0

		In the previous game we saw the idea of dxc5 and various other options for White. Now let’s study the most popular move, 8.♗d3.
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		9.♕c2!?

		An interesting idea, to try to complicate the game slightly. Other moves lead to quieter and more balanced positions:

		A) 9.0-0 b6 (or 9…e5 10.♘xe5 ♘xe5 11.dxe5 ♗xe5 12.♗h4!? (12.♗xe5 ♕xe5=) 12…♗g4 (12…♗xh2+ 13.♔h1 ♘g4 14.♗e2 h5 15.g3 ♘xe3 16.fxe3 ♗xg3 17.♘f3  ) 13.♗e2 ♗xe2 14.♕xe2 ♖ae8 (14…♗xh2+ 15.♔h1  ) 15.♖ac1 h6 16.♘f3  ) 10.e4 (or 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♖e1 ♗b7 12.e4 dxe4 13.♘xe4= Kindermann-Adams, Germany Bundesliga 2017/18) 10…♗xg3 11.hxg3 dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♗b7 13.♕e2= So-Carlsen, Internet blitz 2017;

		B) 9.♕e2!? e5 10.dxe5 ♘xe5 11.♘xe5 ♗xe5= Abasov-Dominguez Perez, Khanty-Mansiysk 2019;

		C) 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.0-0 e5 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♕xe5 13.♖e1 ♖d8 (13…♕c7 14.e4 dxe4 15.♘xe4 ♘xe4 16.♗xe4 h6= Sevian-Nihal, Internet blitz 2019) 14.h3 ♗f5 15.♕c2 ♗xd3 16.♕xd3= Berkes-Howell, Budva tt 2019;

		D) 9.e4?! cxd4 10.cxd4 dxe4 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♗xe4 ♘f6 13.♗d3 ♕a5+  So-Carlsen, Internet blitz 2017.

		9…h6

		A normal reaction, but there are several options for Black in this position:

		A) 9…♗xg3 10.hxg3 h6 11.0-0 b6 (11…e5 12.dxe5 ♘xe5 13.♘xe5 ♕xe5 14.c4= Grebnev-Ponomarev, Sochi jr 2019) 12.b3 ♗b7 13.♖fc1 ♕d6 14.a4=;

		B) 9…♖d8 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.0-0 b6 12.♖fd1 h6 13.a4 a5 14.h3 ♗b7=;

		C) 9…b6 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.0-0 ♗b7 12.a4 ♖ac8=;

		D) 9…e5 10.dxe5 ♘xe5 11.♘xe5 ♗xe5 12.♘f3 (an improvement would be 12.♗h4! h6 13.♘f3 ♖e8 14.0-0 c4 15.♗xf6 ♗xf6 16.♗e2 g6 17.♕d2 ♗e6 18.♖fd1  ) 12…♗xg3 13.hxg3 h6 14.c4 ♗e6= Vachier-Lagrave-Dominguez Perez, Internet blitz 2018.

		10.0-0

		This is better than 10.♖d1?! ♗xg3 11.hxg3 e5 (11…b6 12.0-0 ♗b7  ) 12.dxe5 ♘xe5 13.♘xe5 ♕xe5= Zhou Jianchao-Vallejo Pons, China tt 2018, while 10.♗xd6 leads to equality after 10…♕xd6 11.0-0 e5 12.dxe5 ♘xe5 13.♘xe5 ♕xe5 14.c4= Eden-Cotonnec, Paris 2019.
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		10…e5

		The typical reaction and the one that Black aims for. 10…b6 has also been played: 11.♗xd6 ♕xd6 12.♖ad1!? (12.♖fe1= and 12.a4= would be normal, but 12.e4?! is dubious, e.g. 12…dxe4 (12…cxd4! 13.cxd4 dxe4 14.♘xe4 ♕d5  ) 13.♘xe4 ♕c7 14.dxc5 bxc5 15.♖fe1= Dzagnidze-Galoyan, Batumi 2003) 12…♗b7 13.♖fe1 ♖ac8= Chernyshov-Mamedjarova, Abu Dhabi 2005.

		11.dxe5

		White has an interesting alternative in 11.e4 dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♗xe4 exd4 14.cxd4 ♗xg3 15.hxg3 ♕b6 16.a4, with equal chances.

		11…♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♗xe5 13.c4

		Trying to unbalance the pawn structure. The other pawn break 13.e4 has also been played: 13…♗xg3 14.hxg3 ♗e6 15.♖fe1= Erdogdu-Tilicheev, Halkidiki tt 2019.
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		13…♗xg3 14.hxg3 ♗e6

		Here 14…dxc4 also leads to equal play: 15.♗xc4 (15.♘xc4 ♗e6 16.♗e2 b6 17.b3 ♖ac8 18.♖fd1=) 15…b6 16.♖fd1 ♕e7 17.♗e2 ♗e6 18.a4 ♖ac8 19.♘c4 ♖fd8 20.♗f3=.

		15.cxd5 ♘xd5 16.a3 ♖fd8 17.♘f3 ♖ac8

		Objectively the position is equal, although that doesn’t mean there is no play, since the pawn structure isn’t symmetrical and there are still plenty of pieces left on the board.

		18.♗c4

		A normal continuation would have been 18.♖ac1 ♕b6 19.♖fd1 ♘f6=.

		18…♕e7 19.♖fd1 a6 20.a4!?

		This move is interesting, as although it gives up the b4-square, this won’t be very useful for Black and it’s much better to prevent the advance …b7-b5.
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		20…♘b4 21.♕e4 b6 22.♖ac1 ♕f6 23.♗xe6 ♕xe6 24.♕xe6 fxe6

		Objectively the ending is equal, although the e6-pawn is isolated and a bit weak.

		25.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 26.a5!?

		Trying to weaken the black pawn chain, but it was better to centralise the king with 26.♔f1.
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		26…b5

		It was possible capture the pawn with 26…bxa5 27.♘e5 (27.♖xc5 ♖d1+ 28.♔h2 ♘d3=) 27…♖d2 28.b3 (28.♘c4 ♖xf2 29.♔xf2 ♘d3+ 30.♔e2 ♘xc1+ 31.♔d2 ♘b3+ 32.♔c2 a4 33.♘b6 ♘a5 34.♘xa4 ♘b7=; 28.♖xc5 ♖xb2 29.♖xa5 ♖b1+ 30.♔h2 ♖b2=) 28…♖b2 29.♖xc5 ♖b1+ 30.♔h2 ♖xb3 31.♖xa5 ♖b2=.

		Black can also equalise with 26…♘d3 27.♖d1 bxa5 28.♘e5 ♖d5 29.♘xd3 (29.♖xd3 ♖xe5=) 29…c4=.

		27.♖xc5 ♖d1+ 28.♔h2
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		28…♖b1?!

		This move is an inaccuracy. Black could equalise without many problems with either 28…♖f1 29.♖c8+ ♔h7 30.♖e8 ♖xf2 31.♖xe6 ♖xb2=, or 28…♘d3 29.♖c6 ♘xf2 30.g4 ♘xg4+ 31.♔g3 ♘xe3 32.♖xa6=.

		29.♘d4

		It was better to play 29.♖c8+ ♔h7 30.g4 ♖xb2 31.♔g3 ♖a2 32.♖e8 ♖xa5 33.♖xe6 ♔g8 34.g5 hxg5 35.♘xg5 ♔f8 36.♖b6 ♘d3 37.f4, with a slight advantage to White.

		29…♖xb2 30.f4 ♘d5 31.f5!?

		Slightly better was 31.e4 ♘e3 32.♖c8+ ♔f7 33.♖c7+ ♔g8 34.♘xe6 ♖xg2+ 35.♔h3 g5 36.fxg5 ♖g1 37.g4 hxg5 38.♖a7 ♘xg4 39.♖xa6 b4 40.♘xg5 ♘e5, making it more difficulty for Black to reach a draw.
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		31…e5

		Here 31…♘xe3 would also lead to equality: 32.fxe6 ♘g4+ 33.♔h3 ♘f2+ 34.♔h4 (34.♔h2 ♘g4+=) 34…♖b1 35.♖c8+ ♔h7 36.g4 ♘e4 37.g5! hxg5+ 38.♔g4 ♔g6=.

		32.♖xd5 exd4 33.e4

		The best practical chance. If 33.♖xd4 then 33…♖a2 34.e4 ♖xa5 35.e5 (35.♖d5 ♖a4=) 35…b4=.

		33…♖a2

		Or 33…♖d2 34.♖d6 d3 35.♖xa6 ♖e2 36.♖d6 ♖xe4 37.♖xd3 ♖a4=.

		34.e5
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		34…♖e2?

		This move leads to defeat. It loses a decisive tempo and in the endgame this can cost dearly. Black could have drawn with 34…b4! (or 34…♔f8=) 35.♖xd4 (35.e6 ♔f8=) 35…♖xa5 36.♖d8+ (36.♖xb4 ♖xe5=; 36.e6 ♔f8 37.g4 b3 38.♖d8+ ♔e7 39.♖d7+ ♔f8=) 36…♔f7 37.e6+ ♔e7 38.♖d7+ ♔f8 39.♖f7+ ♔g8=.

		35.e6 b4

		Or 35…g6 36.g4 gxf5 37.gxf5 ♔g7 38.♔g3 ♔f6 39.♔f3 d3 40.g4!+– but not 40.♖xd3? ♖e5! 41.g4 h5=.

		36.♖xd4

		It was more precise to sideline the black king first with 36.♖d8+ ♔h7 37.♖xd4 ♖e5 38.g4 h5 (38…♖xa5 39.♖e4) 39.♔g3.

		36…b3

		Slightly better was 36…g6! 37.♖xb4 gxf5 38.♖b6 ♔g7 39.♖xa6 ♔f6 40.e7+ ♔xe7 41.♖xh6 ♖a2 42.a6, although White should still win this ending.

		37.♖d8+ ♔h7 38.♖b8 b2 39.g4 g6 40.♔g3

		Here 40.♖b7+ ♔g8 41.♔g3 was more accurate, winning easily.

		40…♔g7
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		41.♔f3?

		An error that spoils the advantage. And once again it’s a demonstration that rook endings are very difficult to play well.

		White could have won with 41.♔f4! ♖f2+ (41…♖xg2 42.♖b7+ ♔g8 43.f6; 41…gxf5 42.gxf5 ♖f2+ 43.♔e5 ♖e2+ 44.♔d6 ♔f6 45.g4) 42.♔e3 (42.♔e5 ♖e2+) 42…♖f1 (42…♖c2 43.e7; 42…♖xg2 43.e7) 43.♖xb2 gxf5 44.♖b6! (44.gxf5 ♖xf5  ) 44…fxg4 45.♖xa6 ♔f6 46.e7+ ♔xe7 47.♖xh6 ♖a1 48.a6.

		41…♖e5!

		With this move Black manages to equalise the game once again.

		42.♖xb2 gxf5 43.gxf5 ♖xf5+ 44.♔e4 ♔f6! 45.e7 ♖e5+ 46.♔d4 ♖xe7 47.♖b6+
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		47…♔g5!

		The only move to draw. The king needs to become active and seek shelter from White’s checks.

		48.♖xa6 ♖e2 49.♖a8 ♔h4

		49…♔h5 was also drawing, e.g. 50.a6 (50.♖g8 ♖a2=) 50…♖xg2 51.♔c5 (51.a7 ♖a2=) 51…♖g5+ 52.♔c6 ♖g6+=.

		50.a6
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		50…♖xg2??

		Black makes a fatal slip, just when there were several moves to draw, e.g. 50…♖a2 51.♔c5 (if 51.a7 ♖a4+ 52.♔c5 ♖a6 53.♔b5 ♖a2 54.g3+ ♔h3 55.♔b6 ♖b2+ 56.♔c7 ♖c2+ 57.♔d6 ♖a2) 51…♖c2+ 52.♔b6 ♖b2+ 53.♔a7 ♖xg2! 54.♖h8 h5 55.♔b7 ♖b2+ 56.♔a8 ♔g4 57.a7 h4 58.♖b8 ♖a2 59.♔b7 h3 60.a8♕ ♖xa8 61.♖xa8 h2 62.♖h8 ♔g3=.

		51.♖h8! ♖g4+

		If 51…♖a2 then 52.♖xh6+ ♔g5 53.♖c6 ♔f5 54.♔c5 ♔e5 55.♔b6 ♔d5 56.♔b7, or 51…♖g6 52.a7.

		52.♔e5 ♖g7 53.♖xh6+ ♔g5 54.♖h1

		And Black resigned, since the black king is cut off and after 54…♖a7 55.♖a1 White wins by bringing his king across to support the a-pawn.

		

		We’re going to finish this chapter with an interesting idea discovered only a few years ago, one which could catch a London System player off guard.

		

		Game 46 Caro-Kann (Exchange Variation)

		

		Ferenc Berkes 2649

		

		Kaare Hove Kristensen 2350

		

		Gilleleje 2020 (3)

		

		

		

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3

		In this move-order it’s important to keep in mind the interesting Morris Gambit 3.e4, which we covered on page 183-186 in our previous book on the London System. In the event of 3.c3 cxd4 4.cxd4 we’re in the Exchange Variation of the Slav Defence.

		3…♘c6

		The most precise move-order for Black if he wants to play this variation is probably 3…cxd4 4.exd4 ♘c6 5.c3 f6. This position can also arise from the Caro-Kann Exchange Variation.

		4.c3

		The most common move in this move-order. White can also play 4.♘f3 or 4.♘c3.

		4…cxd4 5.exd4

		White could recapture with the c-pawn (5.cxd4), again transposing to the Slav Exchange, which is why it’s best for Black to exchange on d4 on move 3, which avoids this variation.

		The same position can also arise from 1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.c3 (4.♗d3 ♘c6 5.c3) 4…♘c6 5.♗f4.

		5…f6!?
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		A new line, which has been called the Apeldoorn Variation. It seems that the idea originates with the Dutch GM Erwin l’Ami, who shared it with IM Merijn van Delft, who in turn showed it to a group of players at the Apeldoorn club, who then began to study and play it.

		In Yearbook 131 Van Delft published an article on this variation, which is gaining supporters. It can be unpleasant to face for any London System player who isn’t prepared for it. Black’s idea is to profit from not having played …♘f6 and to look for alternatives which are not possible in the normal variation of the Caro-Kann Exchange.

		Another interesting move is 5…♗f5. White then has several options:
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		analysis diagram

		

		A) 6.♘d2 e6 7.♘gf3 ♘f6 (7…♗d6 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.♘h4 ♗g6  Duda-Artemiev, Moscow blitz 2019) and now:

		A1) 8.♗e2 ♗d6 (8…h6 9.0-0 ♗d6 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♖e1 (11.♘b3!? 0-0 12.♖e1=) 11…0-0 12.a4 a5 13.♕b3= Kamsky-Bartel, Germany Bundesliga 2019/20) 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.♘h4 (10.0-0 0-0 11.♖e1 ♖fc8 12.♘b3  Hobber-Savanovic, Stockholm 2019/20) 10…♗e4 (10…0-0 11.0-0 ♖fe8 12.♖e1 ♗e4 13.a4 a6 14.♘hf3=) 11.0-0 0-0 (11…g5!? 12.♘hf3 ♗xf3 13.♘xf3 g4 14.♘e5 ♘xe5 15.dxe5 ♕xe5 16.♕a4+  Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son-Naiditsch, Riyadh rapid 2017) 12.f3 ♗g6 13.♘xg6 hxg6 14.f4= Karakehajov-Paichadze, Turkey tt 2011;

		A2) 8.♘h4 ♗g4 (8…♗e4 9.♘xe4 ♘xe4 10.♘f3 ♗d6 11.♗xd6 ♕xd6 12.♗d3  Kramnik-Topalov, Paris blitz 2016) 9.♕b3 (9.♘hf3 ♗d6 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♗d3 0-0 12.0-0=) 9…♗d6 (9…♕d7 10.♗d3 ♗e7 11.♘hf3 0-0  Grabinsky-Pavasovic, PRO League rapid 2017) 10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.h3 (11.♕xb7 ♖b8–+; 11.♗d3!?) 11…♗h5 12.♗d3 (12.g4?! ♗g6 13.♘xg6 hxg6 14.♗g2  Tang-Cheng, PRO League rapid 2019) 12…0-0-0 13.♗b5∞ Wang Hao-Gelfand, St Petersburg rapid 2018;

		A3) 8.♕b3 ♗d6!? (or 8…♕c8 9.♘h4 ♗e4 10.♘xe4 ♘xe4 11.♘f3 ♗d6 12.♗xd6 ♘xd6 13.♗d3  Sjugirov-Robson, Internet blitz 2020; 8…♕d7!?)
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		analysis diagram

		

		A31) 9.♕xb7 ♗xf4 10.♕xc6+ ♔f8 11.♘e5! (better than 11.g3 ♗d6 (11…♗xd2+ 12.♘xd2 g6?! (12…g5?! 13.♕a6  Swayams-Shyam, Pardubice 2018; 12…h5  ; 12…♖b8  ) 13.♗g2 (13.♕a6  ) 13…♔g7 14.0-0? (14.♕a6  ) 14…♕b8  Artemiev-Shirov, Moscow 2016) 12.♘h4 ♖b8 13.♘xf5 exf5  Palchun-Kobalia, St Petersburg 2017) 11…g6 (or 11…♗xd2+ 12.♔xd2 ♖b8 13.♕c5+ ♔g8 14.♕xa7 (14.♔e1!?  ) 14…♖xb2+? (14…h6  ) 15.♔c1 ♖c2+ 16.♔d1 h5 17.♘c6  Gorodetzky-Parligras, Riga rapid 2019) 12.♕b7!? (12.♘df3 ♔g7 13.♕b7 ♖f8 14.♗d3 ♖b8 15.♕xa7 ♖xb2 16.0-0 ♖b8  ) 12…♗xe5 13.dxe5 ♘g4 (or 13…♘d7 14.b4? (14.g4! ♖b8 (14…♗xg4? 15.♕b4++–) 15.♕xa7 ♗xg4 16.♕d4  ) 14…♘xe5  Nilsson-Hector, Växjö 2020) 14.♘f3 ♔g7 (14…♗e4? 15.h3 ♘h6 16.♘d4  Gorodetzky-Krstulovic, Budapest 2019) 15.h3 ♘h6 16.♘d4 ♖b8 17.♕xa7 ♖xb2  Buckels-Hector, Germany Bundesliga 2019/20.

		The alternatives are inferior:

		A32) 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.♗e2 0-0 11.0-0 ♖ab8 (11…♘e4 12.♘xe4 ♗xe4= Gholami-Vaishali, Ortisei 2018) 12.a4= Bachmann-Hong, Philadelphia 2017;

		A33) 9.♗g3 ♗xg3 10.hxg3 ♕e7 (10…♕d6 11.♕xb7 ♖b8 12.♕a6 0-0  Caruana-Grischuk, Paris rapid 2018) 11.♗b5 0-0 12.♗xc6 bxc6 13.♕a4 c5 14.♕a3 ♖fc8= Pähtz-Khademalsharieh, Internet blitz 2020.

		B) Although played quite a lot, 6.♕b3 gives White nothing:
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		analysis diagram

		

		6…♕d7! 7.♘d2 (7.♘a3!?; 7.♘f3 f6!?) 7…e6 (7…f6!?) 8.♘gf3 f6!?. This position arose from a Caro-Kann in Spielmann-Nimzowitsch, Karlsbad 1923, Game 5 in Nimzowitsch’s book Chess Praxis; further proof, if it be needed, that ‘there is nothing new under the sun’. Naroditsky-Erdös, St Louis 2019, continued 9.h4=;

		C) 6.♗d3 ♗xd3 7.♕xd3 leads to very equal play, e.g. 7…e6 8.♘f3 ♗d6 9.♗xd6 ♕xd6 10.0-0 ♘ge7 (10…♘f6=) 11.♘bd2 0-0 12.♖fe1= Geller-Pultinevicius, Internet blitz 2020;

		D) 6.♘f3 e6 7.♕b3 ♗d6!? (the normal move is 7…♕c8, e.g. 8.♗e2 ♗e7 9.0-0 ♘f6 10.h3 h6 11.♘bd2 0-0 12.♖fe1 ♘e4!? (12…♕d7 13.♘e5 ♘xe5 14.♗xe5 ♖ac8 15.a4  ; 12…♖d8 13.a4 ♗d6 14.♗xd6 ♖xd6  Grachev-Paravyan, Moscow blitz 2018) 13.♘xe4 (13.♖ad1=) 13…♗xe4 14.♘d2 (14.♘e5!?) 14…♗g6 15.a4 a5 (15…♖d8 16.a5 ♗d6 17.♗xd6 ♖xd6 18.♕a3  Kamsky-Shirov, St Petersburg rapid 2018) 16.♘b1 ♖d8 17.♘a3 ♗d6 18.♗xd6 ♖xd6 19.♘b5  Grachev-Shirov, St Petersburg blitz 2018) 8.♕xb7 (or 8.♗xd6 ♕xd6 9.♘bd2 ♘f6 10.♗e2 0-0=) 8…♗xf4 9.♕xc6+ ♔f8 10.♘bd2 (10.♘e5? ♘e7 11.♕a4? (11.♕c5  ) 11…♗xe5 12.dxe5 ♕b8  Kabanov-Tomashevsky, Sochi 2018) 10…g6 (10…♖b8 11.♕a4 ♘e7  Dolukhanova-Vitenberg, Kragero 2019) 11.g3 (11.♘b3!?) 11…♗xd2+ 12.♘xd2 ♖b8  . So in general, Black gains good compensation with the sacrifice of the b7-pawn.

		

		The main line of the Caro-Kann Exchange Variation would be 5…♘f6 6.♗d3, although there White has good prospects of gaining a slight advantage.
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		6.♗g3!?

		A prophylactic retreat.

		A) Black’s main idea with …f7-f6 can be seen after the natural continuation 6.♗d3? e5!. This is Black’s hidden idea, which White must prevent. Now it seems that White can win material…

		A1) 7.♗g3 e4! (7…g6!? 8.♘e2 ♗e6 9.0-0 ♘ge7  Krivoborodov-Pitl, Austria Bundesliga B 2019/20) 8.♗c2 f5  Golubov-Kevlishvili, St Petersburg rapid 2018;

		A2) 7.dxe5 fxe5 8.♗g3 (8.♕h5+? g6 9.♗xg6+? (9.♕e2 ♗g7  ) 9…hxg6 10.♕xh8 exf4 11.♕xg8 ♗f5 (this leaves Black with a decisive advantage, despite the material deficit; the queen is out of play and White is well behind in development) 12.♕h7 (12.♘e2 f3! 13.gxf3 ♕e7; 12.♘d2 ♕e7+ 13.♘e2 0-0-0) 12…♘e5! (12…♕b6!? 13.♘f3 ♗d3!? (13…♕xb2) 14.b3?! (14.♔d2!? ♗e4 15.♔c1) 14…0-0-0 Birkisson-Beerdsen, Kragero 2019) 13.♕xb7 (13.♘h3 ♘d3+ 14.♔f1 ♕b6) 13…♖b8 14.♕xa7 ♗c5 15.♕g7 ♘d3+ Youssoupov-Buhmann, Vienna 2019;

		A3) 7.♕h5+ g6! 8.♗xg6+ hxg6 9.♕xh8 exf4 10.♕xg8 ♗f5.

		This position is very advantageous for Black. He has more than sufficient compensation for the exchange: he has the bishop pair and he will castle queenside, while the white queen is out of play. Out of eight games in the database Black has won six and White only one:

		11.♘e2! (11.♕h7? ♕b6! 12.♘f3 ♕xb2! 13.0-0 ♕xa1–+ Mijnster-Zwirs, Vlissingen 2019, Gülsen-Kuipers, Vlissingen 2017) 11…♕d7 12.♘xf4 (12.g4? ♗e4–+ Köllner-Peralta, Tegernsee 2019) 12…0-0-0 13.0-0 ♗d6 14.♕xd5 g5!  Malassagne-Hurtak, Prague 2019. The knight is lost due to the pin in view of the discovered check …♗xh2+.

		B) A good option is 6.♗b5
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		analysis diagram

		

		6…♗f5 (if 6…e6 then 7.♘d2! (7.♘f3!? ♘ge7 8.0-0 g5! 9.♗g3?! (9.♗e3∞) 9…h5 10.h4 g4  Galvan Sarmiento-Ramon Perez, Sanxenxo 2019) 7…♘ge7 8.♘e2  ) 7.♘d2 (or 7.♘f3 ♕b6 (7…g5!? 8.♗e3 e6∞) 8.♕e2∞) 7…♕b6 8.a4 a6 9.♗xc6+ ♕xc6 10.h4 e6 11.♘e2  ;

		C) The main line would be 6.♘f3 g5!? (Black’s aggressive idea. It’s also possible to play 6…♗g4 7.♗b5 ♕b6 8.♕e2  or 6…♗f5 7.c4 e6 8.♘c3 ♘ge7 9.♗e3 ♖c8 10.♖c1  )
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		analysis diagram

		

		C1) 7.♗g3 ♗g7 (7…h5!? 8.h3 ♘h6∞) and now:

		C11) 8.♘a3!? a6 9.♘d2 (9.♘c2 h5 10.h3 ♘h6 11.♘e3  ) 9…♘h6 (9…h5!?) 10.♗d3 (10.♕h5+ ♘f7 11.♗d3  ) 10…e5 (10…0-0∞) 11.dxe5 fxe5 (11…♘xe5!=) 12.♕h5+ ♘f7  Agrest-Beerdsen, Porto Carras 2018;

		C12) 8.♗b5?! h5 (8…♗f5 9.h3 (9.0-0  ; 9.♘bd2  ) 9…e6 10.♘a3 ♘ge7  Ernst-Levin, Prague 2020) 9.h4 (9.h3=) 9…g4 10.♘h2? (10.♘fd2  ) 10…♘h6 11.♘d2 ♘f5  Bortnyk-Beerdsen, Internet blitz 2020;

		C13) 8.h3 ♗f5?! (8…♘h6!=) 9.♗d3 (best is 9.♘bd2! ♘h6 10.♗e2 0-0 11.♘b3 ♘f7 12.h4 e6 13.0-0  ) 9…e6 10.0-0 ♘ge7 11.c4 ♕d7 12.♘c3 0-0 13.♖e1 ♖ad8= Mendonca-Kunin, Moscow 2020;

		C2) 7.♗e3!. The best retreat: 7…♗f5
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		analysis diagram

		

		C21) 8.♘bd2 e6 (8…♕d7 9.♘b3 e6 10.♗d3 ♗xd3 11.♕xd3 ♗d6= J.van Foreest-Kevlishvili, Skopje blitz 2018) 9.♗b5 (better is 9.♗e2 h5 10.0-0 ♗d6 11.h4 g4 12.♘e1 ♘ge7 13.g3 ♗g6 14.♘g2= or 9.g4!? ♗xg4 10.h4 gxh4 11.♗e2∞) 9…♗d6= Pajeken-Beerdsen, Hamburg 2018;

		C22) 8.♗e2 ♕d7 9.♘bd2 e6 10.a3 ♘ge7 11.♘b3= Ceschia-Lodici, Nova Gorica 2020;

		C23) 8.c4! is a novelty which I recommend: 8…e6 9.cxd5 (9.♘c3 ♘ge7 10.♕b3 ♕b6 Köllner-Rosen, Internet blitz 2020) 9…♗b4+ 10.♘c3 ♕xd5 11.♗e2 ♕d7 12.a3 ♗xc3+ 13.bxc3 ♘ge7 14.0-0  .
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		6…♘h6!?

		An original way to develop, but to some extent a natural one after playing …f7-f6.

		A) Previously Black had played 6…♗f5 7.♘f3 g5 8.♗d3 (8.♗e2 h5 9.h3 e6 10.♘bd2 h4 11.♗h2= Tang-Turgut, Internet blitz 2020; 8.♘a3 e6 9.♘c2 h5 10.h4 g4 11.♘g1 ♕d7= Ivanovic-Mehmed, Paracin 2020) 8…e6 (8…♘h6!?; 8…♗xd3 9.♕xd3=; 8…♕d7 9.♗xf5 ♕xf5 10.♕e2 h5 was unclear in Zörnpfenning-Meurs, Graz 2020) 9.h4!? (9.0-0 ♘ge7 10.♖e1  Liang-Javakhadze, Charlotte 2020; 9.♗xf5 exf5 10.h4 f4 11.♗h2 ♕e7+  Osmak-Rosen, Internet blitz 2021) 9…♗xd3 10.♕xd3 g4 with unclear play, Fehr-Kuipers, Hoogeveen 2017;

		B) The pawn sacrifice 6…e5!? is interesting:
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		analysis diagram

		

		7.dxe5 fxe5 8.♗b5 ♘f6 9.♗xe5 ♗c5 10.♗xf6 ♕xf6 11.♘f3 ♗e6 12.0-0 0-0 13.♘bd2  .

		7.♘f3 g6!?

		7…♘f5 is good, e.g. 8.♗d3 g6 9.♕b3 ♗g7 10.♗xf5 gxf5 11.0-0 0-0=, while 7…g5!? is also interesting: 8.c4 (8.h4?! g4 (8…♘f5  ) 9.♘fd2 (9.♘h2=) 9…♗f5= Vlasenko-Vrolijk, Internet blitz 2020) 8…e6 9.♘c3 ♗g7∞.

		8.c4

		If White wants to try to gain any advantage, he must often play in this way, although here it was better to continue with 8.h3! (to provide a refuge on h2 for his bishop) 8…♗g7 9.♗b5 0-0 10.0-0 ♘f5 11.♗h2 ♘d6 12.♗a4  .
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		8…e6

		Black could develop his light-squared bishop first. Although 8…♗f5? is not good in view of 9.cxd5 ♕xd5 10.♘c3 ♕a5 11.d5+–, 8…♗g4 is playable, e.g. 9.♗e2 ♘f5 10.cxd5 ♗xf3 11.♗xf3 ♘cxd4=, as is 8…♗e6 9.♗e2 ♘f5 10.♘c3 ♗h6 11.0-0 0-0=.

		9.♘c3 ♘f5 10.♗d3

		White can also play 10.cxd5 exd5 11.♗d3  .

		10…♗b4?!

		Here 10…♘cxd4 11.♘xd4 ♘xd4 12.cxd5 ♗c5 was better (12…exd5? 13.♕a4+ ♘c6 14.0-0-0+–), e.g. 13.0-0 0-0 14.♗f4 e5 15.♗e3, with balanced play.

		11.0-0
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		11…♘xg3!?

		Black eliminates the g3-bishop. Neither 11…0-0? 12.♗xf5 ♗xc3 (12…gxf5 13.cxd5  ) 13.♗xg6 hxg6 (13…♗xb2 14.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 15.♖b1+–) 14.bxc3  , nor 11…♘cxd4? 12.♕a4+ ♘c6 13.♗xf5 gxf5 14.cxd5 exd5 15.♘b5+– were good, but it was possible to play 11…♗xc3 12.bxc3 0-0 13.♗f4 dxc4 14.♗xc4 ♘a5 15.♗d3 ♖e8 16.♖e1 with just a slight advantage for White.

		12.hxg3 0-0

		Black safeguards his king, but he still has some problems, due to the bishop on c8, his slightly weakened pawn structure and the pressure that White can exert against d5.

		13.♖e1
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		13…e5?

		Black is trying to become active with this pawn break, but this isn’t a good moment for it.

		It was better to play 13…♔g7 14.♖c1 ♗xc3 15.♖xc3 ♘b4 16.g4 ♗d7 17.♗f1  , or 13…♘a5 14.cxd5 exd5 15.♕c2 ♗xc3 16.bxc3 ♖f7 17.♖e3 ♗d7 18.♖ae1  .

		14.♕b3! ♗xc3

		Or 14…a5 15.a3 a4 16.♕a2 ♗xc3 17.bxc3 dxc4 (17…e4 18.cxd5 exd3 19.dxc6++–) 18.♗xc4++–.

		15.♕xc3! ♗g4

		Black can’t maintain his centre. In the event of 15…e4 16.cxd5 exd3 17.dxc6 bxc6 18.♕xd3 White’s advantage is decisive.

		16.cxd5! ♗xf3

		16…♘xd4 17.♘xd4 exd4 18.♕xd4 is worse.

		17.dxc6!

		This obvious move is the only way to win; not 17.gxf3 ♘xd4  .
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		17…exd4?

		This hastens Black’s defeat. The only way to keep fighting was 17…♗xc6 18.dxe5 fxe5 19.♗c4+ ♔g7 20.♖xe5 ♕f6 21.f4.

		18.♕c4+ ♗d5
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		19.c7!

		Black must have overlooked this zwischenzug.

		Now the c7-pawn is very strong and decides the game.

		19…♕d7

		Or 19…♗xc4 20.♗xc4+ ♔g7 21.cxd8♕.

		20.♕xd4 ♕f7

		Or 20…♖f7 21.♖ad1 ♗e6 22.♕xd7 ♗xd7 (22…♖xd7 23.♖xe6) 23.♗c4.

		21.♕c5 b6 22.♕d6 ♗b7 23.♖e7

		The simplest, forcing the exchange of queens and winning material.
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		23…♕d5 24.♕xd5+ ♗xd5 25.♗a6

		And Black resigned, since the c-pawn will cost him the exchange.

		

		Summary

		In this lesson we’ve seen some of the latest novelties and fashionable variations in the London System. Although this opening is based mainly on ideas and schemes of play, it’s also important to know some theory. In the last decade there has been an explosion of interest in this opening and a large number of games have been played with it, greatly enriching its theory.

		In Game 42 we saw the latest novelties in what is accepted as the main line in the system with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6, where Black plays 8…b6. Current theory considers that the best plan for White is to play ♕e2 and ♖d1, combined with the pawn break e3-e4.

		In Games 43 and 44 we examined a new defensive system for Black, which threatens to become the new main line against the London System. The idea is to play …♗d6 and …♕c7, without developing the knight to c6. Black plays …♘bd7 and prepares a quick …e6-e5. In general this is a variation which leads to fairly equal play, but there is still a lot of scope for the discovery of new ideas.

		In Game 43 we looked at the idea of 8.dxc5 and various other options for White, but this is the one that seems to me to be the most interesting.

		In Game 44 we saw the most common move 8.♗d3, but I think in that case Black can equalise easily.

		Finally we studied a new variation which appeared just a few years ago, the so-called Apeldoorn Variation, named after the Dutch club where it was analysed. It’s based on the aggressive move 5…f6, a line which can arise both from the London System and the Exchange Variation of the Caro-Kann Defence. This variation is playable for Black and leads to complicated positions right in the opening. If White doesn’t know a good way to respond he can easily become worse.

		We also analysed the alternative 5…♗f5, which is quite playable for Black.

		

	
		

		APPENDIX

		

		Notes on the book Fighting the London System by Kiril Georgiev

		

		In 2017 the book Fighting the London System by GM Kiril Georgiev appeared, published by Chess Stars. Georgiev refers to our 2016 book on the London System in several of the lines he gives, so we should like to take this opportunity to analyse these variations and provide an update. It is obvious that opening theory and analysis engines have made great advances. Lines can be improved and new ones discovered.

		

		1. Grünfeld Indian defence

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.e3 ♗g7 4.♘f3 0-0 5.♗e2 d5 6.0-0

		In our previous book we gave the variation 6.h3 as the main alterna­tive, with Grachev-Rakhmanov as our reference game (pages 33-38). The lines that include the move h2-h3 relieve White of any problems related to the bishop on f4, and after 6…c5 7.c3 ♕b6 8.♕b3 ♘c6 9.♘bd2 we reach the main line.

		6…c5
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		7.c3

		According to Georgiev we gave 7.♘bd2 as our main line here, which is incorrect, since in fact we recommended 7.c3. It was just that in the game Markowski-Gajewski White had played an early c2-c3. In this position, with c2-c3 having been played instead of 0-0, White indeed played 7.♘bd2.

		After 7.♘bd2 Georgiev suggests 7…♕b6!? 8.dxc5.

		With c2-c3 having been played, the best move here would be 8.♕b3!, as in the main line: 8…♕xb2 9.♗e5 (9.♘d4 leads to an equal game) 9…♕b4 10.c4 ♕xc5 11.♘b3 ♕c6 12 ♘bd4 with good compensation for White (a sight improvement on Georgiev’s line 12.♖c1!? ♘bd7 13.♗f4) 12…♕b6 (or 12…♕c5 13.♘b3 ♕c6 14 ♘bd4=) 13.♗xf6 ♗xf6 14.cxd5, with equality. But in any case, in practice this line can’t arise from our recommended move-order.

		

		2. Barry Attack

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 d5 4.e3 ♗g7 5.♘f3

		In this new book of ours (The London System in 12 Lessons) we recommend playing a quick 5.h4 against the Grünfeld and the King’s Indian.
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		5…0-0 6.♗e2 ♗g4!?

		Georgiev’s suggestion, although I don’t think it’s better than 6…c5, which is the main line and considered Black’s best, which we also analysed in our previous book.

		6…c6 7.h4 ♗g4 8.♘e5 ♗xe2 9.♕xe2 was the game Le Roux-Benitah, which we also analysed in our previous book on pages 50-57.

		7.♘e5

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		This is the most interesting move and the one most in the spirit of the Barry Attack. There are other options:

		A) 7.♘b5!? ♘a6 8.0-0 c6 9.♘a3= is interesting;

		B) Black’s idea is to continue, after 7.h3 ♗xf3 8.♗xf3 c6 9.0-0 (9.♕d2!? ♘bd7 10.0-0-0 was played in a game of mine, De Prado Rodriguez-Gomez, given in our previous book on page 54) 9…♘bd7.

		This is what Georgiev — and many others — play in this position, which is considered to be equal. Black has conceded the bishop pair but has a solid position. The break on e4 fails to bring White any advantage: 10.e4 (10.♖e1!? ♖e8 11.e4 dxe4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♖xe4=) 10…dxe4 11.♘xe4 ♘xe4 12.♗xe4 e5 13.dxe5 ♗xe5=;

		C) Once again 7.h4!? is interes­ting, e.g. 7…♗xf3 8.♗xf3 c5?! (8…c6∞) 9.dxc5  Bernadskiy-Safarli, Internet blitz 2020;

		D) 7.0-0 usually transposes to the line 7.h3 above.

		7…♗xe2 8.♕xe2 ♘bd7

		Georgiev’s recommendation, although I don’t think it’s better than 8…c5, which we recommended in our earlier book.

		Instead, 8…♘h5?! 9.♕b5  is dubious, De Prado Rodriguez-Casares, Ferrol 2014.

		8…c6?! 9.h4  is not good either.

		Black’s best continuation is 8…c5 9.0-0-0 (or 9.h4 cxd4 (9…h5 10.0-0-0  ) 10.exd4 ♕b6 (10…♘c6!∞) 11.0-0-0  Dewi-Orantes Taboada, Internet blitz 2020) 9…cxd4 10.exd4 ♘c6∞ Chatalbashev-Lalev, Bulgaria tt 2003.

		9.h4

		An interesting alternative is 9.g4 c5 10.f3 ♖c8 11.h4!?, or 11.0-0-0 ♘b6 12.h4, which transposes to the main line.

		9…c5 10.0-0-0 ♖c8 11.f3 ♘b6 12.g4 cxd4 13.exd4
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		13…♖xc3!?

		An exchange sacrifice, for which Black gains some compensation, but of course it shouldn’t be a problem for White.

		14.bxc3 ♘a4 15.♖d3 h5 16.♔d2 ♕b6 17.g5

		Black has compensation for the exchange, but now he has to find an ‘only move’, which is…

		17…♖e8!,

		maintaining some compensation for Black. In practice though I think White has the better prospects after 18.♖e3 (if 18.♘xg6!? fxg6 19.gxf6 ♗xf6 20.♖g1 ♔h7, with complicated play).

		

		3. Systems with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6, the line with a quick …b7-b6

		In the main line with …d7-d5 and …e7-e6, Georgiev recommends for Black a line with a quick …b7-b6. It arises after the following moves:

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3

		We also suggest 4.♘d2.

		4…♗d6 5.♗g3 0-0 6.♗d3 b6 7.♘bd2

		An alternative here is 7.c3 c5 8.♘bd2 ♗b7 9.a3 a5 10.♕e2 ♘e4 11.♗b5=.

		7.♕e2!? has also been tried, e.g. 7…c5 8.c3 ♕c7 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7 10.0-0 ♗b7= Vachier-Lagrave-So, Internet blitz 2019.

		7…♗b7 8.♘e5

		Here 8.c3 and 8.♕e2 are also interesting.
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		8…♘e4

		The move Georgiev recommends. He also mentions the alternative 8…♘bd7 9.♕f3 (another idea would be 9.a3 a5 10.0-0 ♘e4 (10…♗e7 11.c3 ♘xe5 12.♗xe5 c5 13.♗c2 ♗a6 14.♖e1 ♖c8 15.h3  ) 11.♘xe4 dxe4 12.♘xd7 ♕xd7 13.♗e2=) 9…c5 10.c3 ♕c7 11.♘xd7 ♕xd7 12.♗h4 ♘e8 13.0-0 (here Georgiev mentions 13.♕h3 g6 with equality) 13…♖c8 14.♖fe1 and although the position is equal, I slightly prefer White.

		9.c3

		My recommendation. A good alter­native, which is similar to c2-c3, would be to take on e4: 9.♘xe4 dxe4 10.♗e2 ♕e7 11.c3 ♖d8 12.♕c2=.

		Georgiev focuses on the aggressive 9.♕h5!?, although Black equalises after 9…♘d7.

		9…♘d7 10.♘xd7 ♕xd7 11.♘xe4 dxe4 12.♗e2 a5 13.a3 ♖fd8 14.♕c2 ♕e7 15.♖d1 g6 16.c4

		The position is equal, although I slightly prefer White.

		

		4. The line with 3…♕b6 [A45]

		Georgiev analyses the key game Prié-Argandoña Riveiro, which we included in the previous book on pages 136-140. In this game he was indeed able to find an improvement for Black quite far into the game.

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 ♕b6 4.♘c3 ♕xb2 5.♘b5 ♘d5 6.a3 a6 7.♖b1 ♕a2 8.♕c1 axb5 9.♖a1 ♕xa1 10.♕xa1 ♘c6

		In this new book of ours we recommend the move 10…e5 for Black, which leads to equal play.

		11.♗xb5 cxd4 12.♗xc6 bxc6 13.♕xd4 f6 14.c4 ♘xf4! 15.exf4
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		15…e5!

		We considered this move to be bad, but in fact it’s the only good move.

		16.fxe5 ♗xa3 17.exf6

		This might not be the best move to play for an advantage. My recommendation now would be to try 17.♘f3 ♗b4+ 18.♔f1 0-0 19.h3 fxe5 20.♘xe5 ♖a2 21.♔g1 ♖c2 22.♘d3, with a slight advantage to White. The whole line is quite complex, but this option allows White to play for a win.

		17…0-0
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		In the previous book we recommended

		18.fxg7,

		but instead of 18…♖f7, which gives White the advantage, Georgiev found a line that leads to equality:

		18…♖e8!+ 19.♔d1 d6 20.♘f3 ♗b4 21.♘g5 ♗f5 22.♕f6

		Or 22.c5 ♗xc5 23.♕f6 ♗g6 24.♘e6 ♖ab8 (24…♗b4=) 25.♘xc5 dxc5 26.♔d2 ♖b3=.

		22…♗g6 23.♘e6 d5 24.♘c7 ♖a2 25.♘xe8 ♖d2+ 26.♔c1 ♖c2+ 27.♔b1

		Or 27.♔d1 ♖d2+, with equality.

		27…♖xf2+ 28.♔a1 ♖xf6 29.♘xf6+ ♔xg7 30.♘g4 dxc4=

		And of course the check on e8 equalises the game.

		Georgiev indicates that on move 18 there are two alternatives: 18.♘h3 and 18.♘f3, although they both lead to equal play. On the other hand Prié’s move 18.♘e2? was a mistake.

		

	
		

		LESSON 12

		

		Exercises: tactics, theory and strategy

		

		In this lesson we’ll complete our study of the London System with a set of 25 exercises, practising the typical tactics of the London System, followed by a further 25 based on the typical strategic ideas of our opening.

		The aim is to help you recognise and assimilate the tactics and strategy of this opening. The majority of the exercises are drawn from the games in this book but in addition there are some new positions, all taken from recent games played using London System or close relatives, such as the Jobava, the Barry, etc.

		

		

		Tactical exercises

		The level of difficulty and the tactical themes are random, ranging from basic ideas to longer and more complicated combinations. Some exercises are based on attacking the king, focusing on the sacrifice ♗xh7+, which is the most familiar tactical motif in the London System. In other exercises the task is simply to win material, but in general the ideas should be quite familiar to you if you’ve studied the book.

		For the solutions go to page 233.
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		Exercises in theory and strategy

		Now we present a set of test positions based on the strategy and theory of the London System.

		You are asked to find the best move or plan, which might involve seeing how to gain the advantage, or knowing a precise move-order or the best method of play in certain positions.

		The examples are all taken from games that we’ve seen in the book and it’s essential for you to know them thoroughly in order to play the London correctly.

		For the solutions go to page 244.
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		Solutions to the tactical exercises

		

		
			Solutions 1
		

		

		Boris Grachev 2652

		

		David Gorodetzky 2342

		

		Minsk Ech Blitz 2015 (5)
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		15.♗xh7+!

		A sacrifice which should be very familiar to us by now: once again the absence of the knight from f6 and the bishop from e7 means that the sacrifice is sound.

		15…♔xh7

		15…♔h8 16.♕h4 also loses.

		16.♕h4+

		We can now see a point of the move ♕a4: the queen can quickly switch to the kingside. Black resigned, faced with imminent checkmate after 16…♔g6 (16…♔g8 17.♘g5) 17.♕g5+ ♔h7 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♘g5.

		

		

		
			Solutions 2
		

		

		Manuel Petrosyan 2565

		

		Sinha Alok 2117

		

		Sitges 2018 (1)
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		19.♗c5!

		Attacking the rook.

		19…♖fe8 20.♗d6!

		This move wins material in view of the threat of 21.♗c7. Neither the b8-knight nor the e8-rook can move.

		20…♗f5 21.♗c7+–

		

		

		
			Solutions 3
		

		

		Nikola Sedlak 2568

		

		Anders Hobber 2299

		

		Norway tt 2013/14 (3)
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		16.♖d5! ♕e7

		16…♕b6 is also losing after 17.♖b5 ♕c7 18.♘xe5.

		17.♘xe5!

		And Black resigned. White’s position is definitely winning, but resignation is somewhat premature. After 17…♘xe5 18.♖xe5! ♕f6 (the key point is that White wins the queen after 18…♕xe5 19.♗xb7+) 19.♖d1 ♗a4 (if 19…♔b8 then 20.♗xb7! ♔xb7 21.♖e7 ♕c6 (21…♔c8 22.♖d4 wins) 22.♖d4! ♔b8 (22…♖he8 23.♖dxd7+ ♖xd7 24.♖xe8+–) 23.♕d3 and White regains the piece with a winning position) 20.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 21.♗d5 ♔b8 22.c4, and while there is no doubt that White should win, Black can still put up resistance.

		

		

		
			Solutions 4
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2709

		

		Samuel Shankland 2611

		

		Sturbridge 2014 (4)
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		13.♗xh7+!!

		And once again a thematic bishop sacrifice on h7, although in this position it appears that White has few attacking pieces available. Nevertheless…

		13…♔xh7 14.♕h5+ ♔g8 15.♘e4!

		The key to White’s idea. Owing to the pin, the knight gains a crucial tempo by attacking the black queen and is able to reach the critical square g5, from where it will mount a decisive attack.

		15…♕c4

		15…♕b5 is answered similarly after 16.♘g5 ♖fd8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.0-0-0!+–, while 15…g6 also loses after 16.♘xc5 gxh5 17.♘xd7 ♖fc8 18.♘f6+ ♔f8 19.♘xh5 Hoang-Stefanova, Riyadh 2017.

		16.♘g5 ♖fd8

		If 16…♕d3 17.e4 ♖fd8 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♖d1 ♕b5 20.a4 ♕a6 (20…♕xa4 21.0-0 ♘e5 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.f4 ♘c4 24.♕f7+ ♔h8 25.♖d3+–) 21.f4 ♘e7 22.♕h5+ ♔g8 23.♖f1 dxe4 24.♕f7+ ♔h8 25.♕xe7+–; or 16…♖fe8 17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ (18.♕xd7+–) 18…♔g8 19.♖d1+–

		17.♕xf7+ ♔h8 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♖d1!+–

		

		

		
			Solutions 5
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2705

		

		Miron Sher 2420

		

		Internet Blitz 2007
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		28.♗xa6!

		The coup de grâce, although 28.♖e1 was also winning.

		28…♘g5

		White would regain the piece after 28…bxa6 29.♖b8 ♖c7 30.♘b6+–.

		29.♗d3+–

		

		

		
			Solutions 6
		

		

		Baadur Jobava 2673

		

		Alexey Sarana 2432

		

		Minsk Ech Rapid 2015 (11)
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		12.♗xh7+!

		And once again, this thematic sacrifice is winning.

		12…♔xh7

		If 12…♔h8 13.♗d3 and White has an extra pawn and a strong attack.

		13.♘g5+

		And Black resigned, since after 13…♔g8 (if 13…♔g6 14.♕g4 f5 15.♕g3 ♕e7 (15…♔f6 16.♖fe1+–) 16.♖fe1, with a winning attack, as there is no good defence of the e6-square) 14.♕h5 ♗e4 15.♘xe4 ♗e7 16.♗d6 f6 17.♖ad1 White has a winning advantage.

		

		

		
			Solutions 7
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2741

		

		Bayarsaihan Gundavaa 2516

		

		Khanty-Mansiysk Wch Rapid 2013 (2)
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		21.♗xh6!

		An obvious sacrifice; the black position is now defenceless.

		21…gxh6

		If 21…f5 22.♗f4+–.

		22.♕xh6 f5 23.♘xe6 ♔f7

		Or 23…♖f7 24.♕g6+, with a decisive advantage.

		24.♗xf5

		Black resigned, in view of the loss of material. If 24…♔e8 then 25.♕h5+ ♖f7 26.♘g7+ ♔d8 27.♕xf7+–. A model attack on White’s part.

		

		

		
			Solutions 8
		

		

		April Yunwie Zhong

		

		Heidy Villagomez Martinez 1287

		

		Guayaquil girls U12 2019 (7)
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		11.♗xh7+!

		A thematic and familiar sacrifice, which leads to a winning attack.

		11…♔xh7 12.♕h5+ ♔g8 13.♘f3 f6

		The only move to prevent the knight jumping to g5.

		14.♘g5!!

		White plays it anyway. This is the key move in the attack; with this fresh sacrifice the h-file is opened up, which decides the game.

		14…fxg5 15.hxg5 ♗xg5

		Or 15…♖f5 16.♕h7+ ♔f7 17.g6+ ♔e8 18.♕xg7 ♖f8 19.♖h8+–.

		16.♗xg5 ♕e8

		Or 16…♕b6 17.0-0-0 ♘xe5 18.♕h7+ ♔f7 19.♖h6 ♕c5 20.♗f6 ♔e8 21.♕xg7+–.

		17.♕h7+ ♔f7 18.♖h4 1-0

		

		

		
			Solutions 9
		

		

		Ferenc Berkes 2669

		

		Jacob Pfreundt 2386

		

		Neustadt an der Weinstrasse 2018 (6) (variation)
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		19.♖xh7!+

		Mate will follow after 19…♔xh7 20.♕xg6+ ♔h8 21.♔d2.

		

		

		
			Solutions 10
		

		

		Fabio Bruno 2368

		

		Alexandar Opacic 2105

		

		Verona 2005 (1)
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		9.♗xh7+!

		And once again this typical sacrifice on h7; as we can see, the absence of the knight from f6 is what allows this sacrifice to work.

		9…♔xh7 10.♘g5+ ♗xg5

		In the event of 10…♔g8 11.♕xg4 e5 12.♕h5 ♗f5 13.dxe5 White regains the piece and continues with the attack, Nemtzev-Al.Karpov, Moscow 2016.

		11.hxg5+

		The opening of the h-file proves decisive; White’s attack is winning.

		11…♔g6?

		This leads to mate, but 11…♔g8 12.♕xg4 was also losing. The only way to prolong resistance was 11…♘h6 12.♘f3 ♖h8 13.♕c2+ ♔g8 14.gxh6+–.

		12.♕xg4 ♖h8

		If 12…e5 then 13.♕h5+ ♔f5 14.♕h3+ ♔g6 15.♕h7 mate.

		13.♖h6+!

		And Black resigned, in view of the unstoppable mate: 13…♖xh6 14.gxh6+ ♕g5 15.♕xg5+ ♔h7 16.♕xg7 mate or 13…gxh6 14.gxh6+ ♕g5 15.♕xg5+ ♔h7 16.♕g7 mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 11
		

		

		Prantik Roy 2347

		

		Mikhail Ulybin 2515

		

		Ljubljana 2018 (9)
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		13.♗xh7+!

		Once again we see this thematic sacrifice of the bishop on h7. Although here it doesn’t win as easily as in some of the other positions that we’ve seen, nevertheless White gains a winning attack, against which Black has no defence if White plays energetically enough.

		13…♔xh7 14.♘e5!

		This time the knight goes to e5, since g5 is defended. The appearance of the white queen on the kingside will prove decisive.

		14…g6

		The best defence. If 14…♖f8 15.♕h5+ ♔g8 16.♖e3, and there is no defence against the threat of 17.♖h3. If 14…♔g8 15.♕h5 g6 (15…♕xd4 16.♕xf7+ ♔h7 17.♖e3+–) 16.♘xg6 fxg6 17.♕xg6++–.

		15.♕g4

		This maintains the advantage, although it isn’t the best move. Stronger, although more difficult to calculate, was 15.♖e3 ♗f6 16.♕f3 ♕d8 (16…♗xe5 17.♗xe5+–) 17.♘xf7 ♕e7 18.♕h3+ ♔g8 19.♘h6+ ♔g7 20.♘f5+ exf5 21.♕h6+ ♔g8 22.♕xg6+ ♕g7 23.♖xe8+ ♗xe8 24.♕xe8+ ♕f8 25.♕e6+ ♔g7 26.♖e1, with a winning attack.

		15…♔g7?

		This loses on the spot. This is a pity, because there was still a lot of play in the position. It was necessary to continue with 15…♖h8 16.♖e3 ♗e8 17.♘xf7 ♗xf7 18.♖h3+ ♔g8 19.♖xh8+ ♔xh8 20.♗e5+ ♔g8 21.♕h3 ♔f8 22.♕h8+ ♗g8 23.♕g7+ ♔e8 24.♕xg8+ ♔d7 25.c4 ♕d8 26.♕xg6, when again White has a winning attack but, as we can see, these are long lines and either player might make a mistake that would change the outcome of the game.

		16.♗h6+! ♔xh6

		There is no defence now; if 16…♔h7 17.♖e3+–; or 16…♔g8 17.♘xg6+–.

		17.♕f4+

		Here Black resigned in view of the unstoppable mate: 17…♔g7 18.♕xf7+ ♔h8 19.♘xg6 mate or 17…♗g5 18.♕xf7 ♖g8 19.♕xg8 ♔h5 20.♕xg6+ ♔h4 21.♘f3+ ♔g4 22.♕xg5 mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 12
		

		

		Michael Tscharotschkin 2205

		

		Irinba Stavila 1944

		

		Calvia 2012 (5)
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		18.♘xf7!

		A decisive blow; 18.♗xg6! fxg6 19.♕g3 ♘xe5 20.♘xe5 also wins.

		18…♔xf7 19.♘e5+ ♘xe5

		If 19…♔g7 20.♕g3+– or 19…♔f8 20.♗xg6+–.

		20.fxe5 ♖g8 21.♗xf6 ♔e8

		If 21…♗xf6 22.♖xf6+ ♔e7 23.♗xg6 wins.

		22.♗xg6+

		Black resigned, as if 22…♖xg6 (22…♔d7 23.♗f7+–) 23.♕h5 ♔d7 24.♕xg6 wins.

		

		

		
			Solutions 13
		

		

		Eric Prié 2491

		

		Nanko Dobrev 2352

		

		Nantes 2009 (9)
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		20.b6! ♗xf4 21.♖xa7!

		And Black resigned, since after 21…♖xa7 22.bxa7 the a-pawn queens.

		

		

		
			Solutions 14
		

		

		Yinghun Xu 2565

		

		Tsogbayar Baterdene 2209

		

		Quingdao 2019 (1)
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		6.♖xh5!

		We shouldn’t even call this combination a sacrifice. It’s very direct and one of the main ideas of the variation, giving White a decisive advantage. White’s strategic compensation is very clear.

		6…gxh5 7.♕xh5+ ♔f8 8.♕xf5+ ♔g8 9.♘c3

		There are several good moves. We can see that White has much better development than Black. White is ready to castle queenside and almost all his pieces are in play. Materially speaking, White has a knight and a pawn for the rook, but the main factors are that the black king is very weak and Black is badly behind in development, which all adds up to a winning position for White.

		

		

		
			Solutions 15
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2680

		

		Conrad Holt 2522

		

		Las Vegas 2015 (7)
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		16.e4! ♗xe4

		If 16…dxe4 then 17.♘c4+–.

		17.♘xe4 dxe4 18.d5!

		The strongest move; in the game White played 18.♕c2 f6 19.♗g3 ♕b5 20.♖fe1+–.

		18…exd5 19.♖fd1 ♕b5 20.♕xe4 ♖e8 21.♕f5+ ♔d8 22.♗f4+–

		

		

		
			Solutions 16
		

		

		Boris Grachev 2668

		

		Andrey Rychagov 2568

		

		Moscow ch-city active 2010 (3)
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		18.♗xa6!

		This blow destroys the black pawn chain and leaves White with a strong protected passed pawn on b6.

		18…bxa6 19.♘xc6 ♖a8

		Black has been haemorrhaging points in this position. Several moves have been tried here, without success:

		20.b7+–

		20.♘e7+ ♔h8 21.b7 ♖ab8 22.c6 was also winning.

		

		

		
			Solutions 17
		

		

		Boris Grachev 2668

		

		Andrey Rychagov 2568

		

		Moscow ch-city active 2010 (3)
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		33.♖xd5! exd5 34.♖xb8! ♖xb8 35.c6 ♔e7 36.♔c5

		And Black resigned, in view of the unstoppable triumphal march of the white king to support the promotion of his pawns. If 36…♔d8 then 37.♔d6, and the advance c6-c7 is decisive.

		

		

		
			Solutions 18
		

		

		Batuhan Muhammed Dastan 2561

		

		Jegadeesh Siddharth 2416

		

		Teplice 2019 (9)

		

		

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		23.♗xg6+! ♔g8

		Here Black resigned without waiting for the mate after 24.♖h8+ ♔xh8 25.♕h3+ ♔g8 26.♕h7+ ♔f8 27.♖f1+ ♘ef5 28.♖xf5+ exf5 29.♕h8+ ♔e7 30.♕xg7+ ♔e6 31.♕f7 mate.

		If 23…♘xg6 then 24.♖af1+ ♔e8 25.♕xg6+ ♔d7 26.♕xg7+ wins.

		

		

		
			Solutions 19
		

		

		Andrey Gorovets 2515

		

		Felix Jose Ynojosa Aponte 2415

		

		Internet 2015
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		17.♗xh7+! ♔h8

		If 17…♔xh7 then 18.♕h5+ ♔g8 19.♖g1 mate; or if 17…♔f7 then 18.♕h5+ ♔g7 19.♖g1+ ♔h8 20.♗g8 mate.

		18.♕h5 bxa1♕+

		There was no escape; if 18…♗b4+ then 19.♔f1 ♖f7 20.♗g6+ ♔g8 21.♗xf7+ ♔f8 22.♘xc6 bxa1♕+ 23.♔g2 wins.

		19.♗b1+ ♔g8 20.♖g1

		Mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 20
		

		

		Levon Aronian 2767

		

		Anish Giri 2782

		

		Internet blitz 2018
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		16.♘d6+! exd6 17.♘f6+ ♔e7

		If 17…♕xf6 then 18.exf6 wins.

		18.♕xd6

		Mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 21
		

		

		Levon Aronian 2767

		

		Anish Giri 2782

		

		Internet blitz 2018

		

		

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		16.♕d3! g6

		If 16…f5 then 17.♗xg5 ♕xg5 18.♖xe6 wins.

		17.♖xe6!

		And Black resigned, in view of 17…♗xf4 (17…fxe6 18.♕xg6+ or 17…♗f6 18.♖ae1+) 18.♖xg6+! ♔h8 19.♖xh6+ ♗xh6 20.♕h7 mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 22
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2661

		

		Pere Garriga Cazorla 2386

		

		Sitges 2016 (5)
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		9.♘xc6 bxc6

		An alternative would be 9…♗d7!?, although White still remains with a clear advantage after 10.dxc5 ♗xf4 11.exf4 ♗xc6 12.♕d4  .

		10.♗xd6 ♕xd6 11.♕a3!

		And once again this queen manoeuvre is the key. Now there is no good defence against the pin on the c5-pawn and so White wins a pawn.

		11…0-0

		The pawn is also lost after 11…♘d7 12.♘b3  .

		12.♘b3 

		

		

		
			Solutions 23
		

		

		Eric Rosen 2369

		

		Simen Agdestein 2604

		

		Helsingor 2017 (6)
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		25.♘xg7! ♖xg7

		If 25…♗xd3 then 26.♘f5+ ♔f8 27.♗h6+ ♔e8 28.♘d6 mate.

		26.♖xg7+ ♔xg7 27.♗e5+ ♔g8 28.♗xh7+!

		And Black resigned in view of 28…♔xh7 29.♕f7+ ♔h6 30.♗f4 mate.

		

		

		
			Solutions 24
		

		

		An opening trap in the Jobava Attack
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		6.♘b5! e5

		There’s no other way to avoid the check on c7, since 6…♕a5+ 7.c3+– is even worse.

		7.dxe5 a6

		The best defence; Black loses another pawn after 7…♘e4 8.♕xd5 ♕xd5 (8…♗b4+ 9.c3) 9.♘c7+ ♔d8 10.♘xd5.

		8.exf6 

		8.♘c3  is also good.

		

		

		
			Solutions 25
		

		

		Elisabeth Pähtz 2473

		

		Dina Belenkaya 2297

		

		Internet 2020 (2)
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		19.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 20.♕h5+ ♔g8 21.♕xf7+ ♔h7 22.♘g4!

		In the game 22.♘xc6? ♕xc6 23.♖xe6 ♖d6= was played, although White still ended up winning.

		22…♗e7 23.♖xe6 ♕xe6 24.♕xe6+–

		

	
		Solutions to the exercises in theory and strategy

		

		
			Solutions 1
		

		

		Theoretical position
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		7.♗g3!

		This retreat is good and is the usual move, although there are other options such as allowing the exchange on f4. We are going to recommend this as our main line.

		White’s idea is that if Black exchanges the bishops it will open the h-file for us, making kingside castling more dangerous for Black. In that case we would normally try to castle queenside and our plan would be to place a knight on e5 and advance the pawns with f2-f4, g2-g4 etc.

		

		

		
			Solutions 2
		

		

		Theoretical position
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		6.h3!

		Once Black has played …♗e7 he is threatening to harass our bishop with …♘h5; that’s why the move h2-h3 is necessary, to be able to hide the bishop on h2.

		

		

		
			Solutions 3
		

		

		Theoretical position

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		4.c4

		In general, against the Slav systems involving …♗f5, White should seek the advantage with the plan of c2-c4, ♘c3 and ♕b3, putting pressure on d5 and b7.

		

		

		
			Solutions 4
		

		

		Theoretical position

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		7.c5! ♕xb3 8.axb3

		This exchange of queens clearly favours White, who will continue with the plan of b3-b4-b5, possibly followed by another run b2-b4-b5.

		

		

		
			Solutions 5
		

		

		Theoretical position
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		The b2-pawn is under attack. Now White must make a decision.

		4.♘a3!

		White speeds up his development and doesn’t bother to defend the pawn. This move is a little more precise than 4.♘c3, since then after 4…a6 White is unable to bring the knight to c4, which is possible after 4.♘a3.

		4…♕xb2

		The critical line; now if 4…a6 5.♘c4, or 4…d5 5.♘b5 ♘a6 6.c3, with advantage to White.

		5.♘b5 ♘d5

		The only defence; 5…♘a6 loses to 6.a3, blocking the queen’s escape.

		6.a3!

		The way to play for a win. White can already force a draw with 6.♖b1 ♕xa2 7.♖a1 ♕b2 8.♖b1.

		

		

		
			Solutions 6
		

		

		Luca Moroni Jr 2530

		

		David Paravyan 2653

		

		Internet Blitz 2020
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		8.♕c1! axb5 9.♖a1 ♕xa1 10.♕xa1

		White has trapped the enemy queen, although Black gains considerable compensation. The positions that arise from here are difficult to evaluate and complicated to play; although White has some advantage, converting it isn’t easy.

		

		

		
			Solutions 7
		

		

		Manuel Petrosyan 2565

		

		Sinha Alok 2187

		

		Sitges 2018 (1)
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		Again we see an early attack by the black queen on the b2-point. And once again White must decide how to react to this threat.

		6.♕b3

		White defends his pawn. Thanks to the move c2-c3, this good move is now possible. The square b3 is the best one for the white queen, even though it allows the exchange of queens, since in that case the position is more comfortable to play with white.

		6…c4 7.♕c2

		Thanks to having used the correct move-order with 2.♗f4 (instead of 2.♘f3), White can safely retreat the queen to c2.

		

		

		
			Solutions 8
		

		

		Jaime Alexander Cuartas 2516

		

		Jordi Magem Badals 2522

		

		Catalunya tt 2019 (3)
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		Once again we see the black queen attacking b2. How should White react in this case?

		8.♘bd2!

		White develops the knight on d2 and wastes no time protecting the b2-pawn. From d2 the knight can jump to c4, with a gain of time by attacking the black queen, which shows another disadvantage of bringing the queen out early to b6.

		8…cxd4

		It’s very dubious to capture on b2: 8…♕xb2?! 9.♘c4! ♕b5 (9…♕c3? 10.♖b1 ♗f5 11.♗d3 ♗xd3 12.cxd3 d5 13.♖b3+– Glienke-Ehrke, Germany 1992; 9…♕b4 10.c3 ♕b5 11.♘xd6 ♕d7 12.♘xc8 ♕xc8 13.♕b3  Ehrke-Schmidt, Munich 1993) 10.♘xd6 ♕a5 (if 10…♕d7 11.♘xc8 ♕xc8 12.c4  ) 11.♘xc8 ♖xc8 12.c4  Scholle-Lahdenmäki, cr 2003.

		9.♘c4

		With a slight advantage to White.

		

		

		
			Solutions 9
		

		

		Jaime Alexander Cuartas 2516

		

		Jordi Magem Badals 2522

		

		catalunya tt 2019 (3)
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		22.♖xe6!

		A strong exchange sacrifice that gives White a big advantage after:

		22…fxe6 23.♕e4

		

		

		
			Solutions 10
		

		

		Nikola Sedlak 2568

		

		Anders Hobber 2299

		

		Norway tt 2013/14 (3)
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		11.dxc5!

		This is better than 11.dxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♕xe5 13.0-0-0 0-0-0, when Black equalises without any problems: Christensen-Pedersen, Roskilde 2008.

		11…♕xc5 12.e4!

		The pawn break e3-e4 is another recurrent theme in several variations of the London System.

		12…dxe4?!

		The best move was 12…♗e6 13.♘g5 (13.exd5 ♗xd5 14.♘xe5?! 0-0-0 and Black has good compensation; 13.♘b3 ♕e7 14.♘g5  ) 13…d4 14.♘xe6 fxe6 15.♘b3  Jung-V.N.Ivanov, cr 2012.

		13.♘xe4 ♘xe4 14.♗xe4 

		

		

		
			Solutions 11
		

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2857

		

		Ehsan Ghaem Maghami 2566

		

		Baku ol 2016 (10)
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		10.♗xc6

		The most consistent move and the best.

		10…♗xc6 11.♘e5

		White’s main idea: the knight centralised on e5 is very well placed (this is one of the main ideas, not only in the London System, but in several other openings). In addition, the knight can rely on the support of the other knight, or the advance f2-f4, if Black tries to exchange it with …♘d7.

		

		

		
			Solutions 12
		

		

		Boris Grachev 2652

		

		David Gorodetzky 2342

		

		Minsk Ech Blitz 2015 (5)
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		12.dxc5!

		A good move, opening the d-file.

		12…♗xc5 13.♕a4!

		A strong queen move to a rather unusual square: it attacks the knight, vacates d1 for the rook and in addition it prepares a trap.

		13…♖c8 14.♖d1 ♕e8? 15.♗xh7+!+–

		

		

		
			Solutions 13
		

		

		Vladimir Kramnik 2801

		

		Nils Grandelius 2649

		

		Stavanger 2016 (1)
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		7.♗xd6!? ♕xd6 8.f4!

		This is the variation with an early f2-f4, which we analysed in Lesson 4. We’ve set up the Stonewall formation, which is an interesting alternative that can only be achieved by delaying the development of the knight to f3.

		

		

		
			Solutions 14
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2709

		

		Samuel Shankland 2611

		

		Sturbridge 2014 (4)
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		9.♘e5!

		Placing a knight on e5 is one of the main ideas when Black plays systems with …d7-d5 and, in addition, in this case we prevent Black’s …e6-e5 pawn break.

		

		

		
			Solutions 15
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2741

		

		Bayarsaihan Gundavaa 2516

		

		Khanty-Mansiysk Wch Rapid 2013 (2)
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		14.dxe5!

		As a rule, when Black captures on e5 it will be good to recapture with the pawn if it drives the black knight from f6 and if, in addition, Black has already castled kingside. This will clear the path for the white queen to move to the kingside and White will also gain the d4-square for his other knight.

		

		

		
			Solutions 16
		

		

		Gata Kamsky 2705

		

		Miron Sher 2420

		

		Internet blitz 2007
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		12.♘d2!

		The start of the typical plan to bring the knight to a5.

		12…♗e7 13.♘b3 ♗d8 14.♘a5 ♗xa5 15.bxa5!

		With advantage to White.

		

		

		
			Solutions 17
		

		

		Ferenc Berkes 2669

		

		Jacob Pfreundt 2386

		

		Neustadt an der Weinstrasse 2018 (6)
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		7.♘e5!

		When Black plays …♗e7 instead of …♗d6, switching to the Pereyra Attack is the most incisive continuation. In the game White played the quiet 7.♗d3, while 7.h3 would be another option.

		7…0-0 8.♗d3 ♘xe5 9.dxe5 ♘d7 10.h4! c4

		The only good move to prevent the sacrifice on h7 is 10…f5, although White can gain the advantage then with either 11.♘f3 or 11.g4.

		11.♗xh7+!

		With a winning attack.

		

		

		
			Solutions 18
		

		

		Christian Bauer 2644

		

		Manuel Apicella 2501

		

		Cannes 2018 (7)
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		5.h4!

		This is the variation we are recom­mending. White wants to play a quick h4-h5 and have the option of opening the h-file.

		5…a6?!

		A rather dubious move. The most direct response to hinder White’s plan is 5…h5.

		6.h5! ♘xh5 7.♖xh5!

		The exchange sacrifice is on White’s agenda. In return, White gains good compensation (Black’s kingside is very weak), even though Black hasn’t castled.

		

		

		
			Solutions 19
		

		

		Michael Tscharotschkin 2205

		

		Irena Stavila 1944

		

		Calvia 2012 (5)
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		10.f4!

		This move reinforces the knight on e5 and allows the queen or rook to deploy on the kingside via f3. Once again we see this Stonewall Attack set-up, typical of the London System and some other openings, such as the Torre Attack.

		10…c4 11.♗c2 b5 12.a3!?

		Better are both 12.♗h4 ♗e7 13.0-0  Shimanov-Sobh, Philadelphia 2017, and 12.0-0 ♘e7 13.♗h4 ♘g6 14.♗g5  Shulman-Hall, cr 2018.

		12…a5 13.0-0 ♖b8 14.♗h4

		Once we’ve played f2-f4, the bishop is doing nothing on g3 and so it’s normal to move it to h4, putting pressure on the f6-knight. White has good attacking chances.

		

		

		
			Solutions 20
		

		

		Matthew Turner 2517

		

		Alan Tate 2283

		

		Edinburgh 2019 (7)
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		11.b3!

		The best move. As a rule when Black plays …c5-c4, the pawn break b2-b3 is favourable to White.

		11…cxb3 12.axb3 ♘d7

		If 12…0-0 13.0-0 ♖fc8 14.c4 ♘e4 15.♖fc1  .

		13.♘e5!?

		Too impulsive. It was better to play 13.0-0 0-0 14.♗xc6 bxc6 15.♕a6  or 13.♗xc6 bxc6 14.♕a6 0-0 15.0-0 ♖fb8 16.b4  .

		

		

		
			Solutions 21
		

		

		Magnus Carlsen 2840

		

		Viswanathan Anand 2779

		

		Doha Wch Blitz 2016 (20)
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		10.♕a4!

		A good move. In this game the plan will be to attack Black’s weaknesses on the queenside. From a4 the queen takes aim at c6 and in particular it envisages moving to a3, from where it will attack c5.

		10…♖b8 11.♕a3!?

		It was even better to exchange first on d6. In any case, White has a slight advantage.

		

		

		
			Solutions 22
		

		

		Cemil Can Ali Marandi 2552

		

		Dmitry Gurevich 2393

		

		St Louis 2019 (8)
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		18.♔e3!!

		A great idea by White: first he brings his king to safety, sheltered from any checks.

		Instead, 18.♖xh7? would have allowed 18…♖xh7 19.♕xh7 ♖xb2+ 20.♔e3 ♕a3+, with equality.

		18…f6?

		This move loses on the spot, but the black position is also losing after 18…g6 19.♕c7 ♕xc7 20.♖xc7 ♖d8 21.g5 when White’s domination of the position is total: the white knight is clearly superior to the black bishop.

		19.♖xh7! 1-0

		The black position is hopeless.

		

		

		
			Solutions 23
		

		

		Tomas Vojta 2357

		

		Tomas Ptacek 2075

		

		Janske Lazne 2013 (2)
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		12.♕f3!

		The start of the typical queen manoeuvre. When the queen is unable to go straight to h5 it can still head for the kingside via f3. This also helps control the e4-square, where at some moment Black would like to install his knight.

		12…♖f8

		In many variations Black has problems with the f7-square (in connection with the bishop sacrifice on h7).

		13.♗h4 ♘e8 14.♕h3!

		White continues with the typical queen manoeuvre. From h3 it threatens the h7-square and tries to provoke a weakness in Black’s castled position, the better to be able to attack it.

		14…f5 15.g4!

		Another thematic pawn break when Black plays …f7-f5. The objective is to open the g-file, which will give White the advantage.
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		23.♘xc6!

		The correct exchange, since although the bishop on c6 was bad, it was a good defender. Instead, 23.♘xd7 ♔xd7 led to equality.

		23…♖xc6 24.♖xc6 ♘xc6

		Forced, since if 24…bxc6 then 25.♗xa6+–.

		25.♖c1

		White is better in this ending: he has a space advantage, he controls the c-file and his bishop is stronger than a black knight.

		

		

		
			Solutions 25
		

		

		Simon Williams 2461
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		Hastings 2019/20 (6)
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		10.♕d5!

		Forcing the exchange of queens, which is favourable to White, who will win the e4-pawn.

		10…♕xd5 11.♗xd5 ♘c6

		Black counterattacks against the e5-pawn, since the e4-pawn is doomed.

		12.♗xe4 ♘xe5 13.♘f3

		And White maintains a slight advantage.

		

	
		

		Index of main variations

		

		This index is a guide to the main lines covered in the book, with the recommended move-orders. Readers should keep in mind that there are often various different routes to reach the same position.

		We recommend that you look in the chapter of interest to see the different move-orders and options for each side.

		

		Lesson 1

		General ideas and move-orders

		

		I) Systems with …d7-d5 without …e7-e6

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.c3 ♘c6 5.♘d2 ♕b6 6.♕b3 c4 7.♕c2
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		II) Main line with …d7-d5 and a quick …e7-e6

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘bd2 0-0 8.♗d3
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		III) King’s Indian defence

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.e3 ♗g7 4.♘f3 0-0 5.♗e2 d6 6.h3 c5 7.c3 b6 8.0-0 ♗b7 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7
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		IV) Grünfeld Indian defence

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.e3 ♗g7 4.♘f3 0-0 5.♗e2 d5 6.0-0 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.h3 ♕b6 9.♕b3 c4 10.♕a3
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		V) Queen’s Indian defence

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 b6 4.♘f3 ♗b7 5.♗d3 ♗e7 6.h3 0-0 7.0-0 c5 8.c3 d6 9.♘bd2 ♘bd7 10.♕e2

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		VI) Dutch defence

		1.d4 f5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3
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		3…e6

		3…g6 4.h4 h6 5.♘c3 d6 6.♕f3 ♘c6 7.0-0-0 e6 8.e4

		4.♘f3 d6

		4…d5 5.c4 c6 6.♘c3 ♗e7 7.♗d3 0-0 8.♕c2 ♘e4 9.g4

		4…b6 5.♗e2 ♗b7 6.0-0 ♗e7 7.c4 0-0 8.♘fd2

		5.c4 ♗e7 6.♘c3 0-0 7.h3

		

		VII) Slav systems

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6

		2…♗f5 3.c4

		3.e3 ♗f5 4.c4 c6 5.♘c3 e6 6.♕b3
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		6…b6

		6…♕b6 7.c5 ♕xb3 8.axb3

		7.♘f3 ♗d6 8.♘e5

		

		VIII) Systems with a quick …c7-c5 and …♕b6

		1.d4 ♘f6

		1…d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 (3.e4 or 3.♘c3)

		1…c5 2.c3 (2.d5) 2…cxd4 3.cxd4 d5

		2.♗f4 c5 3.e3

		3.d5

		3.dxc5

		3…♕b6
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		4.♘a3 ♕xb2 5.♘b5 ♘d5 6.a3! a6 7.♖b1 ♕a2 8.♕c1 axb5 9.♖a1 ♕xa1 10.♕xa1

		

		Lesson 2

		The attack on the b2-pawn

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.♘f3 ♕b6 5.♘a3
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		5…cxd4

		5…a6 6.♘c4 ♕d8 7.♘d6+ ♗xd6 8.♗xd6

		5…d5 6.♘b5 ♘a6 7.a4

		5…♕xb2 6.♘b5

		6.♘b5 ♘d5 7.♕xd4 ♕xd4 8.♘fxd4 ♘xf4 9.♘c7+ ♔d8 10.♘xa8

		

		Lesson 3

		The early exchange of the f4-bishop

		

		I) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.c3 ♘c6 7.♘bd2 ♗xg3 8.hxg3 ♕d6
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		9.♗b5

		9.♗d3

		

		II) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 ♗d6 5.♘bd2 ♗xf4 6.exf4 0-0
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		7.c3

		7.♗d3

		7…b6 8.h4

		

		Lesson 4

		An interesting scheme with f2-f4

		1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 ♘f6 4.♘d2 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♗d3 ♗d6 7.♗xd6 ♕xd6 8.f4
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		Lesson 5

		Typical attacks in the London System

		

		1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 ♗e7 5.♗d3 0-0 6.♘c3
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		Lesson 6

		Ideas with a quick h2-h4

		

		I) 1.d4 f5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 g6 4.h4 ♗g7 5.h5 ♘xh5 6.♖xh5 gxh5 7.♕xh5+
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		II) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 d5

		3…♗g7 4.e4 (4.♕d2)

		4.e3 ♗g7 5.h4
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		5…h5

		5…0-0

		5…c5

		6.♘f3 c6 7.♘e5

		

		Lesson 7

		Play on the queenside

		

		I) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♗f5 3.c4 c6 4.♘c3 e6
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		5.♘f3

		5.♕b3

		5…♘f6 6.♕b3

		

		II) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♗f5 3.e3 e6 4.♘f3 c6 5.c4 ♘d7 6.♘c3 ♘gf6 7.♕b3 ♕b6
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		8.c5

		

		Lesson 8

		Good knight vs bad bishop

		

		I) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 d5

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		4.♘d2

		4.♘f3 ♗e7 5.♘bd2 0-0 6.♗d3 c5 7.c3 ♘c6 8.♘e5

		4…c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗b5

		

		II) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 cxd4 4.exd4 ♘c6 5.c3 ♘f6 6.♘d2

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		Lesson 9

		Typical queen manoeuvres in the London System

		

		I) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 c5 4.♘d2 ♗e7 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 d5 7.♘e5
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		II) 1.d4 e6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 ♘f6 4.♘f3 c5 5.c3 ♘c6 6.♘bd2 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗d3 ♖e8 9.♘e5
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		Lesson 10

		Typical London System endgames

		

		I) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 d5 3.e3 c5 4.♘c3

		4.dxc5!?

		4…cxd4 5.exd4 a6 6.♗d3
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		II) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 g6 3.♘c3 ♗g7 4.e4 d5 5.e5 ♘e4
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		Lesson 11

		Latest theoretical developments in the London System

		

		I) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 ♘f6 3.e3 c5 4.♘f3 ♘c6 5.♘bd2 e6 6.c3 ♗d6 7.♗g3 0-0 8.♗d3 b6
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		9.♕e2

		9.e4 ♗e7 10.e5 ♘h5

		9…♗b7 10.♖d1

		10.e4

		10…♖e8 11.e4

		

		
			[image: images]
		

		

		II) 1.d4 ♘f6 2.♗f4 e6 3.e3 d5 4.♘f3 ♗d6 5.♗g3 c5 6.♘bd2 0-0 7.c3 ♕c7
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		8.♗d3

		8.dxc5

		8.♘e5

		8.♖c1

		8.a4

		8…0-0 9.♕c2

		

		III) 1.d4 d5 2.♗f4 c5 3.e3 ♘c6 4.c3 cxd4 5.exd4 f6

		5…♗f5
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		6.♘f3

		6.♗b5

		6.♗g3
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